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Introduction 

 

SAY SOMETHING GOOD! 

 

A WISE OLD OWL LIVED IN AN OAK 

THE MORE HE SAW, THE LESS HE SPOKE 

THE LESS HE SPOKE, THE MORE HE HEARD 

WHY CAN’T WE ALL BE LIKE THAT WISE OLD BIRD 

 

Someone has said that the Lord made us with two ears and one mouth 

because He wanted us to listen twice as much as we talked. Our ears 

were not made to be shut but our mouth was! 

 

TEXT:Ephesians 4: 29  Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, 

but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to 

the hearers. 

 

TRANSITION:This passage of Scripture challenges us to make two 

decisions tonight. We must make these two decisions are we will leave 

disobeying the Word of God. 

 

The first decision is: 

1. I WILL NOT SAY ANYTHING BAD ABOUT ANOTHER PERSON 



“29  Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth” 

Corrupt = putrid, rotten, like fruit or dead fish. 

 

VARIOUS QUOTES: 

Too many people today are suffering from RUMORTISM. 

 

A tongue four inches long can kill a man six feet tall. 

 

Gossip is murder! 

 

LISTEN TO THESE SCRIPTURES AS I READ THEM SLOWLY: 

Proverbs 16:28  A perverse man sows strife,  And a whisperer separates 

the best of friends 

Matthew 15: 19  "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders,  

adulteries , fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” 

 

Luke 6: 45  "A good man out of  the  good treasure of his heart brings 

forth good; and an evil man out of  the  evil treasure of his heart brings 

forth evil. For out of  the  abundance of  the  heart his  mouth   speaks 

.” 

 

What’s in the well will come up in the bucket. 

 

Our words paint a picture of our heart for the world to see. 



 

 How many times are we guilty of talking about someone? 

 Does your tone of voice have a way of shading your conversation 
about someone with a negative spirit? 

 “I wouldn’t want anyone else to know but.....” 

 “He’s a fine man but.....” 

 “She’s really great but did you know..... 
 

Please don’t misunderstand me. I am not saying that there are not 

some bad things about people that are just true. As a matter of fact, 

that could be said of most of us. 

 

Neither am I saying that there are not times that we should tell the 

truth about someone straight out.  

 

There are times when God may lead us to say something to someone in 

order to bring healing into that person’s life. At such times our words 

may seem like antiseptic poured into an open wound. But remember, 

the Scripture says that we are to speak the truth in love. Faithful are 

the wounds of a friend.  

 

Most of the times when we say something bad about someone it is not 

done in love, for love, or out of love. It is done because of anger, 

hatred, resentment, bitterness, or jealously that has curdled in our 

hearts. 

 



We should never say anything bad about anyone in order to make them 

appear little so that we can appear big. Many times we tear down 

people because we want other people to have the same low opinion of 

them that we do.  

 

Quote-  Someone rightly said, “Running down stairs and running down 

people both require little effort.” 

 

A little saying I have heard since a child is “If you can’t say something 

good about someone, then don’t say anything at all.” 

 

 

Dr. A.B. Simpson said “I would rather play with forked lightning, or take 

in my hands living wires with their fiery currents, than speak a reckless 

word against any servant of Christ, or idly repeat the slanderous darts 

which thousands of Christians are hurling on others, to the hurt of their 

own souls and bodies.” 

 

ILLUS-- Story of the Four Bulls 

Aesop tells us that there were four bulls which were great friends. 

Theywent everywhere together, fed together, and lay down to rest 

together, always keeping so close to each other that if any danger were 

near they could all face it at once.Now there was a lion which had 

determined to have them, but he could never get at them singly. He 

was a match for any one alone, but not for all four at once. However, 

he used to watch for his opportunity, and, when one lagged the least 

bit behind the others as they grazed, he would slink up and whisper 



that the other bulls had been saying unkind things about him. This he 

did so often that at last the four friends became very uneasy around 

each other. Each thought that the other three were plotting against 

him. Finally, as there was no trust among them, they went off by 

themselves, their friendship broken.This was what the lion wanted. One 

by one he killed them, and made four good meals.Now there was a lion 

which had determined to have them, but he could never get at them 

singly. He was a match for any one alone, but not for all four at once. 

However, he used to watch for his opportunity, and, when one lagged 

the least bit behind the others as they grazed, he would slink up and 

whisper that the other bulls had been saying unkind things about him. 

This he did so often that at last the four friends became very uneasy 

around each other. Each thought that the other three were plotting 

against him. Finally, as there was no trust among them, they went off 

by themselves, their friendship broken.This was what the lion wanted. 

One by one he killed them, and made four good meals. 

 

 

 

It is like the vision that John Bunyan saw. He saw a man throwing water 

on a flame, and yet the flame continued to burn. He wondered how it 

could burn on--until he saw that there was one behind the door 

pouring oil on the flame. 

 

Satan loves  to motivate us to throw oil onthe flames. He loves to 

separate us and destroy us. 

 



 

When we look at Eph. 4:29, the second decision we need to make is: 

2. I WILL ONLY SAY THAT WHICH WILL BUILD UP THE OTHER PERSON 

“Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 

necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.” 

 

Literally, “let no other words come out but” 

 

 Colossians 4: 6  [Let] your speech always [be] with grace, seasoned with 

salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one. 

 

Even if you think the wrong things about a person don’t share it with 

others. It is one thing for a man to drink poison liquor; it is another to 

pass it around to his friends. 

 

John Wesley said: 

“Do all of the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can,  

In all of the places you can, 

At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 

As long as ever you can.” 



 

Here is a powerful question, I read that person once asked. So I ask it of 

you: “If someone were to pay you ten cents for every kind word you 

had ever spoke about people, and collect tens cents for every unkind 

word, would you be rich or poor?” 

 

Quote—“A kind word will pick up a man when trouble weighs him 

down.” 

 

Illus-The story about the woman in the church that had started a 

viscious rumor about the pastor because she did not like him.  The Lord 

greatly convicted her and she went to ask his forgiveness and asked if 

there was anything that she could do to make it right. He told her to go 

the intersection in town and dump a bag of feathers on the highway. 

She thought it was highly unusual but she did it. When she returned to 

him having done what he asked. He told her to now go and pick 

themup and bring them back to him.  She said it would be impossible 

the wind had carried them all over down. He them told her that it 

would be impossible to make right what she had done because the 

rumor too had spread all over town. 

 

Let me conclude by simply reading a familiar passage of Scripture about 

the use of our tongue. 

 

James 3:1  My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing 

that we shall receive a stricter judgment.  2  For we all stumble in many 

things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he [is] a perfect man, able 



also to bridle the whole body.  3  Indeed, we put bits in horses' mouths 

that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body.  4  Look also at 

ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they 

are turned by a very small rudder wherever the pilot desires.  5  Even so 

the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a 

forest a little fire kindles!  6  And the tongue [is] a fire, a world of 

iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the 

whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by 

hell.  7  For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the 

sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind.  8  But no man can tame 

the tongue. [It] [is] an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  9  With it we 

bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been 

made in the similitude of God.  10  Out of the same mouth proceed 

blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so.  11  

Does a spring send forth fresh [water] and bitter from the same 

opening?  12  Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine 

bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh. 

 

CONCLUSION – Let’s all agree with the help of the grace of God, to 

avoid saying anything negative and choose to say things positive! Let’s 

pray right now for God’s cleansing from words that have been spoken 

and God’s enablement to use our mouths for His honor and glory. 

 

 

 

 



CROSSOVER SEASONS 

INTRODUCTION – Transition and change are a part of each person’s life. 

Someone said, “Life is a series of constant changes.” Some of those 

changes can be very difficult.  

 

All through the Bible there are times when people had to transition into 

a new phase or a new place in order to experience what God had 

waiting on them. Sometimes they knew that transition was being 

required, like when God call Abram to leave his own country and go to 

a place he did not know.  

 

Sometimes the people did not know that they were being transitioned 

and what was waiting on them. Some of you may be in the middle of 

some kind of change and transition that has you pulling your hair out. 

You could be confused, angry, or scared stiff. I believe that you will be 

encouraged by what I am going to share with you in this message. 

 

Let’s look at an occasion in the lives of the disciples who were told to 

cross over to the other side  in their boat, but they really had no idea 

what they were about to experience. 

 

Matthew 14: 22 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat 

and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes 

away.  

 

1. THERE WILL BE CROSSOVER TIMES IN OUR LIVES. 

 



Crossover represents the opportunity to move from where you are to 

the place you believe God has ordained for you. 

 

The Moses Generation—were called to cross over 

The Joshua Generation—were called to cross over 

Marriage—is a crossover season because he requires both the man and 

woman to leave some things behind in order to embrace the things 

ahead. 

 

 

Crossover Option # 1 

You will think about crossing but never do it. 

 

Fear of failure!  

“Fear is often the single thing that keeps a person from seeing their 

dreams fulfilled.” 

Those who are to go with you refuse!  

Keep waiting for someone to build a bridge!  

 

Result—resentment 

 

Crossover Option # 2 

You will attempt it at the wrong time or in the wrong way and fail. 



 

You are not ready!  

The people going with you are not ready! 

The boat is not ready!  

The Lord is not ready! 

 

Result—disillusionment 

 

Crossover Option # 3 

You will cross at the right time in the right way and succeed. 

 

You are ready! 

The people are ready! 

The boat is ready! 

The Lord is ready! 

 

Result—Rejoicing and Revelation 

 

2. THERE WILL BE CONTRARY WINDS DURING CROSSOVER TIMES 

Matthew 14:24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed 

by the waves, for the wind was contrary.  

 



Mark 6:48 Then He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was 

against them… 

 

A TRUTH YOU NEED TO KNOW--IN THE MIDDLE OF WHAT GOD HAS 

CALLED YOU TO DO THERE WILL BE OPPOSITION. 

 

Why? 

1)Satan does not want you to cross over! 

 

2)Smooth sailing makes for good sleeping! 

 

3)The Strain can make you stronger! 

 

What do you do? 

 

A. Keep Rowing! 

 

B. Keep Watching! 

   Matthew 14:25 Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to 

them, walking on the sea.  

 

REMEMBER--GOD’S HELP OFTEN COMES IN THE FOURTH WATCH. 

 



3. GOD SOMETIMES MOVES IN WAYS THAT FRIGHTEN US. 

 

Matthew 14:26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, 

they were troubled, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear.  

 

Why? 

1)The fear of the Lord will help you overcome the fear of everything 

else. 

2)To deal the deathblow to your dignity. 

3)To remind us that you do not fully understand who He is and how He 

works. 

4)To expose the fact that you do not know Him as well as you think you 

do. 

 

4. THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES TO GET IN ON WHAT GOD IS DOING, IF 

WE HAVE THE FAITH. 

 

Matthew 14:27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Be of 

good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid." 28 And Peter answered Him and 

said, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water." 

29 So He said, "Come." And when Peter had come down out of the 

boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.  

 

WHY WALK ON WATER? 



We must get to the place where our desire to walk with Jesus is greater 

than our desire for the comfort of the boat! 

 

The Lord often allows us to experience impossible situations so that we 

will know what our greater desire is. 

 

5. FEAR IS THE ENEMY OF FAITH. 

 

Matthew 14:30 But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was 

afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!" 

31 And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and 

said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?" 32 And when 

they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 Then those who were in the 

boat came and worshiped Him, saying, "Truly You are the Son of God."  

 

Lessons: 

1)Transitions are periods when we can receive new revelations about 

Jesus. 

 

2)Transitions are times when we can increase the level of our faith. 

 

3)Transitions are times when we are prepared for new levels of the 

Supernatural. 

 



4)Transitions are times when we find out if we are serious about 

following God. 

 

Where do you go from here? 

-If you have resentment or disillusionment, repent and commit to 

crossing over. 

-If you have let fear hold you back, begin now to build your faith. 

-If you have missed a crossover season, don’t miss the next one. 

 

CONCLUDING QUESTION --Is right now a time when you need to 

crossover? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S TABLE 
(This communion message is based on a very familiar verse out of Psalm 
23.) 
 
INTRODUCTION: Thanksgiving and Christmas are two big holidays for 
most of us. It is a time when family gets together, a big table is spread and 
there is food galore. The family cooks in the kitchen patrol back and forth 
preparing a sumptuous feast. Chatter and conversation fills the air as the 
excitement mounts. It is a true time of great fellowship and fun. Our taste 
buds dance, our waistline expands, and we experience a sense of family. 
Memories flood back and forth across the table of previous get-togethers 
and family events that mark the history of our lives. 
 
TEXT: Psalm 23: 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies;… 
 
1. THE PREPARATION OF THE LORD 
It is the Lord who has prepared for us a feast.  
 
A. He planned it. 
“From the foundation of the world.” 
 
B. He prepared it. 
‘He lived thirty three years a sinless man. He ministered publically for three 
years a sinless man. He endured the temptations, persecutions, and all the 
physical, mental, and emotional stresses as a sinless man.” 
 
C. He paid for it. (Matt. 26:28)  
 - He gave his body as bread. 
 -He poured out his blood as wine.  
 
2. THE PROVISION OF THE TABLE 
 
A. We rejoice in what he has done. 
-We are reconciled to God through the work of Christ on the cross. 
-We are able to relate to one another on a God intended level through the 
work of the cross. 
-We are made to be sons of God (John 1:11) 



-We have peace with God (Rom. 5:1) 
 
B. We remember what he was done. 
“This do in remembrance of me.” (1 Cor.11) 
 
C. We rehearse what he is going to do. 
“we show forth his death until he comes.” (1 Cor. 11) 

-There is another great feast in our future, the marriage supper of the Lamb 
and once again, Jesus will eat bread and drink from the cup with his 
disciples. 
 
3. THE PRESENCE OF THE ENEMY 
 
A. We have protection through his blood over our enemy 
Rev. 12 – “they overcame him through the blood of the lamb…” 
B. We have freedom from accusation and condemnation 
1 Jo. 1:7 – “the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son cleanses us from all sin.” 
 
No matter what is going on around you in recent days, there is a table here 
for you that represents all the Lord had done and prepared for you. Begin 
to make ready your heart to receive. Remember that our enemy cannot do 
anything to undo what Jesus has already provided through the cross. He 
will war against you to give you from applying in faith what has been done 
for you. The way to overcome is to partake from the Lord. 
 
You see, the way to defeat the enemy’s presence is by living in the Lord’s 
presence. One of the precious ways we experience His presence is 
through communion. 
 
TRANSITION TO COMMUNION– Now with these beautiful truths in mind, 
let’s prepare to eat at this table. We will all partake of the bread and the 
cup. We will remember that the Lord prepared this and made all this 
possible. We will remember his sacrifice made for us and the victory gained 
for us. We will celebrate His presence in our midst. So the ushers will now 
come ……. 

 
 
 



THE BLESSING YOU LEAVE BEHIND 
(This is a funeral message based on the last verse of Psalm 23) 

 
Introduction— As we meet here today to honor the life and memory of 
_____________, it is fitting and proper that we celebrate the blessings that 
she/he leaves behind for us to enjoy. Our joy at this time may be covered 
with our tears but it is joy nonetheless. We cannot help but rejoice in the 
impact, influence and inspiration that a life well lived always displays. 
 
Knowing _______________ as we do. We realize that they would want all 
the honor and glory to be given to the One whom they served. So, as we 
look at the blessings of ________________ life, we also see the hand of 
God at work. 
 
TRANSITION – I want to read for you the 23rd Psalm that has provided 
comfort and strength throughout the centuries to God’s people in their time 
of grief. It is a testimony of David concerning God’s faithfulness to him in 
life through all kinds of circumstance. After reading it, I want to then share a 
few observations from the last verse. 
 
TEXT: Psalm 23 

 
 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
         I shall not want. 
 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
         He leads me beside the still waters. 
 3 He restores my soul; 
         He leads me in the paths of righteousness  
         For His name’s sake.  
          
 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
         I will fear no evil;  
         For You are with me;  
         Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  
          
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
         You anoint my head with oil;  
         My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
         All the days of my life;  



         And I will dwell in the house of the LORD  
         Forever. 

 
TRANSITION – What a testimony David shares in this beautiful Psalm. As I 
read it, my heart agrees that God is faithful. We certainly have witnessed 
this in life’s hard times and I believe that ___(name)_______ were she/he 
here with us would share the same testimony.  

 
Let’s look at the last verse which speaks of David’s thoughts concerning his 
future with God. 
 
First notice: 
 
1. THE TESTIMONY OF GOD’S HEART TOWARD US 
David says, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
         All the days of my life;” 
 
This tells us how David viewed the Heart of God toward his own life. It is so 
important to have the right view of God’s heart toward us. 
-If we view Him as a stern ruler, then we will always be afraid of Him. 
-If we view Him as our Shepherd, then we will always want to be near Him. 
 
A. David focused on God’s Goodness 

-Share stories of the “goodness of God” you saw in __(person’s   
          name)__________ 

-Share how God wants to release His goodness to those present who   
          are hurting and grieving. 
 
B. David focused on God’s Mercy 

-Share testimony of how ___(person’s name)__ received God’s   
          mercy. 

-Share how each person present can receive mercy from God 
through Christ. 

 
2. THE TESTIMONY OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS TO US 
David says, “, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
         All the days of my life;” 
 
A. Look back on ___(person’s name)__ and see years of goodness and 
mercy behind them. Each one is a testimony to the faithfulness of God. 



 
B. Notice David was confident that God would always work in his life so 
that goodness and mercy would be what he would see behind him. 
 
The enemy wants us to look back and see all our sin, our failures, and our 
mistakes. What a tribute to the power of the life and work of Jesus Christ, 
that we can look back and see “goodness and mercy.” 

 
 
3. THE TESTIMONY OF GOD’S FUTURE FOR US 
 
David says, “  And I will dwell in the house of the LORD  
         Forever.” 
A. A permanent residence awaits the believer. We can know where  
__(person’s name)__ is. They have a permanent address on some 
Heavenly Boulevard. 
 
B. Notice the intimacy that David anticipated when he left this life. He said 
he would “dwell in the house.”  What a comforting thought, “in the house.” 
Not out back. Not on the porch. Not a little cabin over in glory land. BUT in 
the house!. 
 
David looked forward to being “in the house of the LORD” because he 
knew the LORD would be in the house. This is what we all were made 
for…to live with God forever. 
 
CONCLUSION – So, we see that David could look back and see God’s 
goodness and mercy and he could look forward and see God’s special 
invitation to move in and live with Him. Whichever way he looked, it was 
good! We need to leave here today with this truth in mind. Because 
__(person’s name)__ knew the LORD, then it’s all good. We may look back 
through tears but we see God’s goodness and mercy. We can look forward 
in faith, and see His big heart of love that will welcome us home. Either 
way, it’s good!  
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 

EXTRA SERMON STARTER 

 



THREE QUESTIONS TO ANSWER TO GET YOUR MIRACLE 

 

1. Do You Believe that He is Able? 

 

Matthew 9:28 And when He had come into the house, the blind men 

came to Him. And Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to 

do this?“ They said to Him, "Yes, Lord."  

 

 

 

 

2. Do You Believe that He is Willing? 

 

Matthew 8:2 And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, 

"Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean." 3 Then Jesus put out 

His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." 

Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  

 

 

3. Can You Believe that ALL Things are Possible? 

 

Mark 9:23 Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible 

to him who believes."  



LAST MINUTE MERCY  

FOR A LIFE LONG PROBLEM 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

Alternate Titles 

A New Life at the Last Breath 

What Mercy! 

The Dying Thief Who Met the Living Savior 

Saved at the Bell from a Life in Hell 

 

Luke 23:32 There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death.  33  And 

when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one 

on the right hand and the other on the left.  34  Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they 

do not know what they do." And they divided His garments and cast lots.  35  And the people 

stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, "He saved others; let Him 

save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God."  36  The soldiers also mocked Him, coming 

and offering Him sour wine,  37  and saying, "If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself."  38  

And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE 

KING OF THE JEWS.  39  Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, "If 

You are the Christ, save Yourself and us."  40  But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, 

"Do you not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation?  41  "And we indeed 

justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong."  42  

Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom."  43  And Jesus 

said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 

 

Matthew 27: 41  Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and elders, said,  42  

"He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down 

from the cross, and we will believe Him.  43  "He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He 

will have Him; for He said, `I am the Son of God.' " 44  Even the robbers who were crucified with 

Him reviled Him with the same thing. 

 

INTRODUCTION Sir Francis Newport, the head of an English infidel club, 

said to those gathered around his dying bed, “You need not tell me 



there is no God for I know there is one, and I am in His angry presence! 

You need not tell me there is no hell, for I already feel my soul slipping 

into its fires! Wretches, cease your idle talk about there being hope for 

me! I know I am lost forever.” (Sunday School Times)  

 

When we here such a story we think it sad but fair. Afterall, Newport 

was an infidel who lived his lived as if there were no God to whom to 

give account. Yet, we uneasily squirm when we read about a scoundrel 

being saved on his deathbed. 

 

At nine o’clock on the morning that Jesus Christ was crucified there was 

another man being nailed to a cross. He was screaming, He was 

fighting, He was cursing. A few hours after he bagan the agonizing 

process of dying on a cross,  a Roman soldier came and broke his legs 

which hurried his death and hurled him inot eternity. He went straight 

to paradise. He went straight into the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

He had never been baptized. He had never joined the church. He 

confessed no sin to a priest though there were plenty of them who 

were watching him die that he could have spoken to. He had no moral 

character to present to God. He was a roughian, a robber, a rascal, a 

rebel on his way to an everlasting hell. Yet, he died and went to be with 

Jesus in paradise.  Why? Because he cast himself upon the merciful Son 

of God. Ironically, he heard the Gospel from Christ’s enemies who cried, 

“He saved others, let himsave himself.” The theif then turned in faith to 

Jesus and was saved instantly in the same way we are saved today. Not 

only was he saved, but he was given assurance of his salvation from 

Christ himself. I beleive this constiutes one of the most amazing stories 



of the mercy of God in the whole of Scripture; yet, God was no more 

merciful in saving the dying theif than He is when He saves us. Allow me 

to share with you three observations about this rebel on the cross that 

finds confesses Christ with his dying breaths: 

 

 

I. HE WAS A SENTENCED MAN 

The world had passed judgement on him. He had been sentenced by 

the powers that be.  He had no where to turn or no man to turn to. He 

was alone, condemned and guilty. 

A. He was a greedy man--a robber 

 

An FBI agent asked the bank teller after the bank had been for the third 

time: “Did you notice anything special about the robber?”  “Yes; he 

seemed to be better dressed each time.” 

This theif probably thought that crime did pay; that it improved his life. 

When he awakened to the truth he was hanging on a cross.  

 

 

In the Oregon newspaper, Democrat Hearald there was an interesting 

classified ad. “To whoever stole the fire extinquisher out of my 1970 

Ford station wagon: WHERE YOU ARE HEADED, YOU’LL PROBABLY NEED 

IT.” 

 

 



B. He was a guilty man--condemned 

 

His deeds became his captor. He had stood before the tribunal and 

heard the condemning words of judgment “Guilty--to the cross!” 

 

He discovered: 

Sin will always take you farther than you want to go. 

Sin will always keep you longer than you will want to stay. 

Sin will always cost you more than you will want to pay. 

 

C. He was a godless man--reviled Christ to start with 

Every person without God is under the sentence of spiritual death 

Every man without God is a sentenced man. 

 

He was full of guilt and without God! 

 

The guilt of man will either drive him to a sewer or a fountain. He will 

go deeper in his sin or he will seek cleansing from his sin. 

 

 

II. HE WAS A SEARCHING MAN 



It has been said that, “The conscience and the Holy Spirit are the two 

great prosecutors of the soul.”  

 

This man’s guilt laden conscience was accusing him and the Holy Spirit 

was convicting him. His soul sought for relief. It is interesting that this 

man was not focusing on how his life could be spared, he was 

interested in how his soul could be spared. He was seeking a quiet 

conscience would bring rest to the  thndering and lightening in his soul. 

 

Jesus taught, What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 

lose his own soul? Or, What would a man give in exchange for his soul? 

 

Often, it is when a person realizes that this life is vanishing that they 

become concerned about their soul. This man was searching for 

someone, someway, to ease the pain in his soul--the terrible pain of 

guilt of a life lived without God.  

 

He then cast a glance toward Christ. He saw Jesus on the center tree 

dying just as he was dying. But when he saw Jesus, God’s Spirit allowed 

him to see beyond the bloody body, the crown of thorns, the quivering 

flesh, the agonizing groans. He saw much more: 

 

 

III. HE WAS A SAVED MAN 

 



42  Then he said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom."  43  And 

Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 

This man lived the last three hours in physical agony but with his soul as 

pure and clean as wind driven snow. He was saved at high noon. Can 

you appreciate the fact that the sins of the robber on one of the side 

crosses were taken by the hand of a mericful God and placed on the 

man hanging on the center cross. 

 

Here’s how it happened: I find at least 9 different indications of his 

salvation-- 

1. He had heard that Christ saved others 35  And the people stood looking 

on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, "He saved others; let Him save Himself if He is 

the Christ, the chosen of God." 

 

2. He had  witnessed the forgiving heart of Christ 34  Then Jesus said, 

"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." 

 

3. He recognized his sin 40  But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, "Do you 

not even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation?  41  "And we indeed justly, for 

we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong." 

 

4. He recognized the sinlessness of Jesus ; but this Man has done nothing 

wrong." 

 

5. He confessed Christ as Lord  42 Then he said to Jesus, "Lord 

 



6. He confessed Christ as King  "Lord, remember me when You come into Your 

kingdom."  

"If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself."  38  And an inscription also was written over Him 

in letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

 

While others mocked at the claims made of Christ he believed them 

and embraced them.  

Dear friend seeking Christ, don’t allow the mockers who deny Christ to 

keep your thirsting soul from the fountain of living waters. 

 

7. He recognized Christ’s Resurrection when You come into Your kingdom."  

This shows us that he believed Jesus would conquer death. He knew 

Jesus would come back, return from the grave. Rom. 10:9-10 

The thief confessed Jesus as Lord and believed in his heart that God 

would raise him from the dead. 

 

8. He demonstrated repentance remember me when Youcome“Lord I want 

to be with you” “I have recognized I have not gone the right way.” 

 

9. He requested forgiveness "Lord, remember me 

 

The railing thief tempted Christ “Save yourself and us.” The work of 

Satan. 

The repentant thief trusted Christ “Lord, remember me.” The work of 

the Spirit. 



 

There are people today who still tempt Christ. Do this or do that and I 

will believe. Christ responds to those who bow the knee and confess 

with their mouths not those who stomp the ground and wag their 

tongues. God was merciful to this thief in that the thief had the 

opportunity to know when his death was approaching. Yet, the other 

thief knew his death was approaching and only ridiculed the things of 

God.  

 

Don’t think that surely you will trust Christ sometime, in the by and by. 

There is an old Spanish proverb that says “The road of By and By leads 

to the town of Never.”Some people expect to repent and trust Christ at 

the eleventh hour, but end up dying at 10:30. One of the most graphic 

scenes of the stubborn heart of unrepentant man is found in the book 

of the Revelation. 

 

Revelation 16: 8  Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, 

and power was given to him to scorch men with fire.  9  And men were 

scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who 

has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him 

glory. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Illus--T. DeWitt Talmage, There will be a password in heaven. A great 

multitude come up and knock at the gate. The gatekeeper says, “The 

password.” They say, “We have no password. We were great on earth 

and now we come to be great in heaven.” A voice from within answers, 



“I never knew you.” Another group comes up to the gate of heaven and 

knock. The gatekeeper says “The password please.” They say, “We have 

no password. We did a great many noble things on earth. We endowed 

colleges and took care of the poor.” The voice from within says, “I never 

knew you.” Another group comes up to the gate of heaven and knock. 

The gatekeeper says, “The password please.” They answer, “We were 

wanderers form God and deserved to die; but we heard the voice of 

Jesus----”Ay! ay!” says the gatekeeper, “that is the password! Lift up 

your heads, ye everlasting gates, and let those people come in.” 

 

Today, if you hear the words “Guilty--to the cross” recognize that the 

Holy Spirit is saying to you that your cleansing is found at the cross of 

Christ. That is where the dying thief found his--that is where we find 

ours. 

 

Sing “There is a fountain filled with blood” with special emphasis on the 

verse about the dying thief. 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT GOD IS AFTER! 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

Alternate Titles: 



What Worship is All About 

The Ingredients of Biblical Worship 

What Happens When God is Truly Worshipped 

Finding God in the Midst of Worship 

 

INTRODUCTION—Out in the country where I grew up, there was a 

saying. “Never argue with anyone about Religion, politics, or hunting 

dogs, or you could end up in a fight.”   

 

TRANSITION TO TEXT-- The truth is, with the exception of hunting dogs, 

most of talk radio and tv is about the first two—Religion and Politics 

have always been big news and the basis for more than a few million 

very heated arguments. We will lay politics aside for the day, but in this 

message  we will see an occasion when a woman and Jesus had a 

discussion about religion.  

 

TEXT --John 4: 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews 

say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship." 21 Jesus 

said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will 

neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You 

worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for 

salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father 

is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship 

Him must worship in spirit and truth." 25 The woman said to Him, "I 

know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes, 

He will tell us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am 

He." 



 

TRANSITION TO MAIN POINTS— 

I imagine most all of us here today have been engaged with someone 

with similar questions, “My friends say that such and such Church is the 

place to go, but what do you say?”  Let’s look at Jesus answers and find 

a source of wisdom to use in our own answers to the questions people 

have about worship: 

 

First, we see that: 

1. WORSHIP IS NOT ABOUT A PLACE IT IS ABOUT A PERSON 

 

Illus-SWEET HOME ALABAMA 

  

A man in Topeka, Kansas decided to write a book about churches 

around the country.  

He started by flying to San Francisco, and working East from there. 

Going to a very large church, he began taking photographs and 

making notes. He spotted a "golden telephone" on the vestibule wall 

and was intrigued with a sign which read "$10,000 a minute." 

Seeking out the Pastor he asked about the phone and the sign. The 

Pastor answered that this "golden phone" is, in fact, a direct line to 

Heaven and if he pays the price he can talk directly to God.  

The man thanked the Pastor and continued on his way. 



As he visited churches all around the United States, he found more 

phones with the same sign, and got the same answer from each 

Pastor. 

  

Finally, he arrived in Alabama. Upon entering a church in Birmingham, 

behold, he saw the same "golden telephone" but...this time, the sign 

read, "calls: 35 cents a minute." 

Fascinated, he asked to talk to the Pastor and told him that he had 

been in churches all over the United States and in each church he 

found this "golden telephone."   

I was told it was a direct line to Heaven and I could talk to God, but in 

the other churches the cost was $10,000 a minute. Your sign reads 

35 cents a call. Why? 

The Pastor, smiling benignly replied, "Son, you're in Alabama 

now..........it's a local call."  (source unknown) 

 

Eze 20:29 - Then I said to them, 'What is this high place to which you 

go?' So its name is called Bamah to this day." '  

Isaiah—red like crimson and white as snow, 

 

Illus—I tell little kids that they can  talk to God anywhere 

 

*It is good to have a secret place but the purpose of a place is to spend 

time with a person. 

 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=eze+20:29&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1


 

Secondly, we see that: 

2. WORSHIP MUST OCCUR FROM YOUR SPIRIT TO GOD 

 

Must avoid soulish worship that only stimulates the mind and emotions. 

 

*God is a Spirit (v24) 

1 Thess 5: 23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 

completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Genesis 2—Man was made in the image of God. 

 

-We do not worship people (called idolatry) 

Illus- A love stricken young couple was once walking down the beach. 

The Young romantic young man became poetic and looked out at the 

vast ocean and thundered out , “Roll on thou deep blue ocean roll!” 

 

His wide eyed sweetheart, gasped and responded, “Oh Fred, look, it’s 

doing it!” 

 

Seriously, there are sometimes we do begin to worship people and 

attribute to them powers and attributes that they do not possess. 

 

We are not to worship people! 



-Here is a biblical example: (You can just use the core verses here if you 

prefer to tell the story) 

Acts 14: 8 And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was 

sitting, a cripple from his mother's womb, who had never walked. 9 This 

man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that 

he had faith to be healed, 10 said with a loud voice, "Stand up straight 

on your feet!" And he leaped and walked. 11 Now when the people saw 

what Paul had done, they raised their voices, saying in the Lycaonian 

language, "The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!" 

12 And Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was 

the chief speaker. 13 Then the priest of Zeus, whose temple was in front 

of their city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, intending to 

sacrifice with the multitudes. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and 

Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and ran in among the multitude, 

crying out 15 and saying, "Men, why are you doing these things? We 

also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you 

should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the 

heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, 16 who in 

bygone generations allowed all nations to walk in their own ways. 

17 Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did 

good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts 

with food and gladness." 18 And with these sayings they could scarcely 

restrain the multitudes from sacrificing to them. 

 

-The disciples never received worship.  

 

Acts 3: 12 So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: "Men of 

Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as 



though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 

13 The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, 

glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the 

presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 

 

-We do not worship Angels (idolatry) 

 They just get to look at what we have. 

 

-We do not worship objects (idolatry) 

2 Kings 18 “worshipped the bronze serpent Moses lifted up.” 

 

Illus—I once heard of a man who met with a recovery group that taught 

him just to believe in a higher power of his own choosing. He decided he 

would focus on the door of the building that they met in as his higher 

power. That way he would be greeted by it every time he attended the 

meeting. But one day he showed up and the door had been replaced. He 

lost it because he was suddenly without a god. 

 

-We do not worship structures (idolatry) 

This earth will pass away.  

Denominations will pass away. 

But the Word of God abides forever. 

 

We rightly honor certain structures and traditions but we are not to 

venerate them and give them a life and power that they do not have. 



 

Thirdly, we see that: 

3. WORSHIP MUST BE EXPRESSED IN TRUTH 

Illus- HUMOR 

A candidate for pastor was asked, "What part of the Bible do you like 
best?" He said: "I like the New Testament best. Then he was asked, "What 
Book in the New Testament is your favorite?" He answered, the Book of the 
Parables, Sir." They then asked him to relate one of the parables to the 
membership committee. And a bit uncertain, he began...  

"Once upon a time a man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves; and the thorns grew up and choked the man. And he went 
on and met the Queen of Sheba, and she gave that man, Sir, a thousand 
talents of silver, and a hundred changes of raiment. And he got in his 
chariot and drove furiously, and as he was driving along under a big tree, 
his hair got caught in a limb and left him hanging here! And he hung there 
many days and many nights. The ravens brought him food to eat and water 
to drink. And one night while he was hanging there asleep, his wife Delilah 
came along and cut off his hair, and he fell on stoney ground. And it begin 
to rain, and rained forty days and forty nights. And he hid himself in a cave. 
Later he went on and met a man who said, "Come in and take supper with 
me." But he said, "I can't come in, for I have married a wife." And the man 
went out into the highways and hedges and compelled him to come in! He 
then came to Jerusalem, and saw Queen Jezebel sitting high and lifted up 
in a window of the wall. When she saw him she laughed, and he said, 
"Throw her down out of there," and they threw her down. And he said 
"Throw her down again," and they threw her down seventy-times-seven. 
And the fragments which they picked up filled twelve baskets full! NOW, 
whose wife will she be in the day of the Judgment?"  The search committee 
said, We don’t know if he is the one, but he sure knows his Bible. (source unknown) 

 

We are not to exchange the truth for a lie. 

 



This is what keeps us out of error. Without a knowledge of what the 

Bible really teaches, people can get into deep error-- 

Illus—Jim Jones Cult, New Age, David Koresh, etc. 

 

Illus—I have heard people say, well  “As long as a person is sincere” that 

is what matters. Yes, sincerity matters when you are holding the truth, 

otherwise it does not help at all. What if a person drinks a bottle of 

what he thinks is cola and finds out after he has swallowed it that it is 

strychnine. Will he not die, since he was sincere? 

 

Noted Bible teacher E. Schuyler English told of Michael Billester, a Bible 

distributor who visited a small hamlet in Poland shortly before World 

War II. Billester gave a Bible to a villager, who was converted by reading 

it. The new believer then passed the Book on to others. The cycle of 

conversions and sharing continued until 200 people had become 

believers through that one Bible. When Billeser returned in 1940, this 

group of Christians met together for a worship service in which he was 

to preach the Word. He normally asked for testimonies, but this time he 

suggested that several in the audience recite verses of Scripture. One 

man stood and said, "Perhaps we have misunderstood. Did you mean 

verses or chapters?" These villagers had not memorized a few select 

verses of the Bible but whole chapters and books. Thirteen people knew 

Matthew, Luke, and half of Genesis. Another person had committed to 

memory the Psalms. That single copy of the Bible given by Billester had 

done its work. Transformed lives bore witness to the power of the 

Word.(source unknown) 

 

 



 

CONCLUSION—When God sent His Son into the public ministry, He sent 

him full of the Word and the Spirit and it was an awesome. It has been 

rightly said, 

 

-All spirit and you blow up. 

-All word and you dry up. 

 

We need the Spirit and the Word. We must worship in Spirit and truth. 

 

Jesus—I am the way, the truth, and the life and no man comes unto the 

Father but by me. 

 

INVITE PEOPLE TO COME TO HIM….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TURNING YOUR MID-WEEK DOUBT  

INTO A SUNDAY MORNING SHOUT! 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 



 

Alternate Titles: 

Turning Trials in Triumph! 

When Your Doubt Becomes A Shout 

Learning to Soar in Your Storm 

What God Can Do in the Middle of Your Mess 

 

Intro-You may recall Ted Turner’s (founder of CNN) comment in 1990 

when he said, “Christianity is a religion for losers.” He later made a 

public apology and the whole situation got a few researchers digging 

into Turner’s past. Some speculated that his comment was rooted in an 

upbringing that did not include religion. To the contrary, Turner grew up 

in a Christian home and once planned to be a missionary. He later 

distanced himself from the faith because he “couldn’t reconcile the 

concept of an all-powerful God with so much suffering on earth.” 

Suffering is truly a difficult aspect of life, but it need not be a point of 

eternal stumbling—at least that’s what Paul said in Romans 8:18 (See 2 

Corinthians 11:24–28). Parade, Jan. 5, 1992, p. 2 

 

 

James 1:1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To 

the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings. 2 My brethren, 

count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the 

testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its 

perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him 

ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the 



sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that 

he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, 

unstable in all his ways. 

 

 

1. LET THE PRAISE GO UP WHEN THE BOTTOM DROPS OUT 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 

*How we respond to trials shows what we believe about our future and 

our God. 

 

Illus--A truck driver was eating at a diner when three sneering 

motorcycle hoodlums came in. The first took the truck driver's 

hamburger, the second drank his coffee, and the third one wolfed down 

his pie. Quietly, the truck driver got up from the table and left the diner. 

One of the bikers said, "He's not much of a man, is he?" The cashier 

replied, "He's not much of a driver, either. He just ran his truck over 

three motorcycles." 

 

* Reader's Digest, Jan. 1989, p. 49 

 

 

2. IN THE MIDDLE OF A MESS THERE WILL ALWAYS BE A TEST 

 

“REALIZE THAT WHAT YOU BELIEVE WILL BE TESTED” 



This is true regardless of who originates the test. 

3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 

*Multiple Choice---good from best, Will I obey God or not? 

 

*Fill in the Blank—God is waiting on you to do what you are supposed 

to do. 

*True or False--- Is it the Devil or is it God? This allows us to see how 

well we really know God’s voice and God’s heart. 

*Essay—Test to check your understanding of how things fit together. 

Sometimes it takes a test for us to be reminded of the big picture.  

 

 

3. PATIENCE IS PRODUCED NOT IMPARTED 

 

3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  

 

Our culture does not recognize the virtue of patience. 

Illus-Once a man would spend a week patiently waiting if he missed a 

stage coach, but now he rages if he misses the first section of a 

revolving door. —Simeon Strunsky 

 

No short cuts to godly character. 

 



The key to everything is patience. You get the chicken by hatching the 

egg, not by smashing it. 

--Arnold H. Glasow 

 

Illus--Phillips Brooks was a pastor in New England during the late 1800s. 

He was known as a very calm and relaxed man, but like all of us, he had 

his moments of struggling with patience. A close friend recounted one 

such occasion when he found Brooks pacing the floor like a caged lion. 

He asked Brooks about the source of his troubles. The pastor replied, 

“The trouble is I’m in a hurry, but God isn’t.”  

 

Illus—Patience pill. You have to wait 10 years to take it. It works! 

 

The question here is “Will I wait on God?” 

Search the Scriptures and you will discover that “Waiting brings the 

blessing.” 

 

The pleasures of sin or for a season but the consequences can be much 

longer—they can be eternal. 

 

4. YOU CAN GET WHAT YOU NEED IN THE MIDDLE OF WHAT YOU 

DON’T WANT 

4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking nothing.  

“Complete lacking nothing” 



 The loss is just the dross. 

 

Illus— A missionary candidate was told to show up for an interview at 

4:00 a.m. He showed up on time. He patiently waited for four hours. 

When he was interviewed, he was treated with much discourtesy. He, 

however, never lost his clam and was awarded the job because he 

responded with grace and respect to his rude treatment. The people 

doing the interview knew what he would need to effectively minister to 

the people to whom he was being sent. 

 

God is working things out of you so He can work better things into you. 

How we do in the grade we are in determines when we get promoted. 

There is no social promotion in the kingdom. Are you keeping your clam 

during the middle of your trial? 

 

 

5. TALK TO GOD ABOUT YOUR TRIALS 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

 

God will often give you understanding about what you are going 

through if you ask. He will always give you direction on how to respond. 

 

God may be bringing about one or all of the four things below: Ask 

Him 



* Correction--Is there something I have said or done that has brought 

this on? Sometimes the devil won’t leave because we won’t repent and 

change. 

*Perfection--Is there something I need to learn to prepare me for what’s 

next? 

*Protection--Is there an attack from the enemy against which I need to 

stand? 

*Direction--How can I best glorify you through this situation? 

 

6. MAKE UP YOUR MIND THAT GOD CAN BE TRUSTED 

6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man 

suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-

minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

 

How to get the doubt out: 

*The head test---Know the word of God 

*The heart test---Learn the ways of God 

Illus—Can know details about a person but you learn their heart 

through intimacy. 

*The hand test---Do the will of God 

 

You must die to your will to live in His. 

 

-GOD DOES NOT CHANGE 



-GOD IS LOVE 

-GOD IS LIGHT 

-GOD IS TRUE 

-GOD IS FAITHFUL 

-GOD IS JUST 

-GOD IS HOLY 

 

CONCLUSION--You can turn your mid-week doubt into a Sunday 

morning shout by settling in your heart that God can be trusted in every 

situation so just go ahead and praise Him and serve in the test. He will 

not be unjust to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW CAN YOU KNOW THAT YOU ARE SAVED? 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

(The following outline can be used in a printed way also to help people become assured of their salvation. You can 

use it as a handout for follow up to new converts if you like. I have limited it to main points and Scripture for such a 

purpose.) 



 

It is so important that a person know that they are saved. To not know, 

or to live in doubt, is to be overwhelmed with the feeling of an orphan 

who struggles with being fatherless. Your Heavenly Father wants you to 

know that you belong to Him, and you can know. Jesus promised his 

followers that he would not leave them as orphans. 

 

Seven Evidences of Salvation Are: 

 

1. The Witness of the Son (Col. 1:27; 1 John 5:12),  

1 John 5: 12He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  

1 John 5: 20And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that 

we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the 

true God and eternal life. 

 

2. The Witness of God the Father  

1 John 5: 9If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of 

God which He has testified of His Son. 10He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in 

himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the 

testimony that God has given of His Son. 

3. The Witness of the Holy Spirit 

1 John 4: 13By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His 

Spirit. 

 

1 John 3: 24Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we 

know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

 

1 John 2: 26These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 27But the 

anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone 



teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a 

lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. 

 

Romans 8: 15For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit 

of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit Himself bears witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, 

4. The Witness of the Word of God 

1 John 5: 13These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you 

may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the 

Son of God. 

 

5. Answered prayer 

1 John 5: 14Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to 

His will, He hears us. 

 

John 14: 14“If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

 

6. Your obedience (2 Cor. 5:17; 1 John 5:18),  

1 John 3: 24Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. 

1 John 5: 18We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God 

keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him. 19We know that we are of God, and the 

whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 

1 John 2: 3Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4He who says, 

“I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But 

whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are 

in Him. 6He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

 

 

 7. Your Love for Other Christians 



1 John 3: 14We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He 

who does not love his brother abides in death. 15Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and 

you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

1 John 4: 12No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His 

love has been perfected in us. 

1 John 4: 20If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 

love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SURPRISED BY THE SECRETS OF GOD 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

Alternate Titles: 

God’s Got a Secret! 



Ready to Hear a Secret? 

The Unseen Work of God that Changes Everything 

Learning to Trust the Secret Things to God 

 

INTRODUCTION— Most of us learned about the power of secrets when 

we were just little kids. Of course, when you are little, most of the 

information in the world is a secret to you, right? Anyway, we would say 

things like, “Want to hear a secret?” There is an intrigue about being 

told something that you think “others” don’t know. We soon learn 

though that is often the town “gossips” who tell secrets and soon they 

are known far and wide by all.  

 

In this room right now, there are secrets that are harbored in hearts, 

that  if shared, would create all kinds of emotions from shock to great 

surprise. Some of good things done that no one knows but God and 

some of tragic things done. Don’t worry I am not calling for confession 

time right now, instead I want to encourage you to know that God has 

secrets. 

 

Listen to this encouraging verse-- 

Deuteronomy 29:29The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but 

the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we 

may follow all the words of this law. 

 

Simply put, some things we can know and some things we can’t. We 

have to trust that God always knows.  

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+29:29&version=NIV


TRANSITION--Let’s look at passage of Scripture that shows what it is 

like to live through a season of life that could be very confusing to then 

discover it was all part of God’s plan. When God shares a secret, it can 

be very life giving. 

 

Genesis 50: 15  When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was 

dead, they said, "Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay 

us for all the evil which we did to him."  16  So they sent [messengers] 

to Joseph, saying, "Before your father died he commanded, saying,  17  

`Thus you shall say to Joseph: "I beg you, please forgive the trespass 

of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you." ' Now, please, 

forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father." And 

Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  18  Then his brothers also went 

and fell down before his face, and they said, "Behold, we [are] your 

servants."  19  Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for [am] I in the 

place of God?  20  "But as for you, you meant evil against me; [but] 

God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as [it] [is] this day, to 

save many people alive.21  "Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will 

provide for you and your little ones." And he comforted them and 

spoke kindly to them. 

 

TRANSITION—With Joseph’s  story in mind I would encourage you to: 

 

1. BE CAREFUL ABOUT SAYING WHAT GOD “IS” OR “IS NOT”   

    INVOLVED IN. 

 



How would have you evaluated the situation if you had of been alive in 

Joseph’s day and he pulled up a chair and shared his troubles with you? 

 

God is “always” at work, even when the Devil is at work. We must firmly 

to the believe that God is Sovereign and has the last say at the end of 

the day. 

 

With Joseph’s  story in mind I would encourage you that: 

2. YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON LIFE WILL CHANGE WHEN YOU REALLY 

BEGIN BELEIVING IN THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. 

 

Mark Twain said “When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I 

could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be 

21, I was astonished at how much he had learned in 7 years.  

 

Those of us past 21 can appreciate the wisdom of Twain’s words. I think 

this is also true of how we come to appreciate God. Each year that 

passes I become more and more amazed at the depth and mystery of 

the ways of God.  A few years ago I almost had God neatly wrapped in a 

box. He was bound to do this or that in a certain way. I am realizing 

more and more how ridiculous it is for any creature to announce that he 

has a corner on God. Yes there is much we can know about God. Yes 

God will always work in consistency with His nature and with His word. 

But, who would dare claim to have a corner on the market when it 

comes to all that is in the Word of God and all the Nature of God. There 

are some things we can know dogmatically about God; but no one 

knows all there is to know about God. Now we are living in a time, when 



some people claim to know more about God that God does. If we are 

not careful we will make the mistake that Peter did when he rebuked 

the Lord and told him that things wouldn’t happen the way Jesus said 

they would. Have you ever thought about how stupid that was. It was 

like saying, “God you don’t know what’s going on here.” Folks, if God 

doesn’t know what is going on, As Jed Clampett would say, “We are in a 

heap of trouble.” 

 

I have heard it said, that God needs us that He can’t do it apart from us. 

However, I believe closer to the truth is that He does what He does in 

spite of us. 

 

Illus--On the movie Anne of Green Gables, Anne Shirley was a little red 

headed orphan girl. She arrived at the the home of Maurilla and 

Matthew Guthbert by accident. They had requested a boy to come live 

with them to help on the farm. When little Anne arrive Maurilla scolded 

Matthew who had already lost his heart to the little girl for not 

promptly sending her back to the Orphanage. Anne was then informed 

by Maurilla that she would have to go back to the orphanage. Anne’s 

countenance became heavy as lead. As she slowly ascended the stairs to 

spend what she thought would be her only night at Green Gables she 

said that she was filled with despair. Maurilla stopped her and turned 

her to see her face and said, “Child to despair is to turn your back on 

God.” 

 

That statement captivated my heart. To despair is to turn one’s back on 

God.  

 



I recently read a book about the life of Robert Schuller.  All I had heard 

about Schuller was from other sources. I thought it was only fair that I 

read what he had to say himself. He shared about a time in the life of 

his father. His father was a farmer in Iowa. He had lived a hard life. He 

was in his sixties and only four years from paying off the farm. The 

summer crop was in the ground when a tornado came through and 

completely destroyed everything that he had worked his entire life to 

accumulate. After the storm, they were staying with his sister in a 

neighboring community. He came into the room and told young Robert 

to get ready to start rebuilding. Young Schuller said, “How can you think 

about starting over, we’ve lost everything. There was a long silence in 

the darkness of the room. Had his father walked out. Then his father 

spoke and said, “ Some folks think only of what they have lost, I think 

about what I have left.” Out of the nine houses destroyed, he was the 

only one to rebuild and in five years he had it all paid off. 

 

 

With Joseph’s  story in mind I would encourage you that: 

3. GOD’S SECRET PLANS USUALLY INVOLVE SAVING PEOPLE 

v20 

 

I started to write “always” but then it occurred to me that God has 

many secrets I do not know about. Therefore, I cannot say always. I say 

usually because this is the pattern we see in Scripture. God is a 

redemptive God who saves, rescues and restores! Just hearing the 

following names will cause you to think about His redemptive ways. In 

most the following cases, the person involved did not know fully what 

God was up to. 



 

Adam and Eve 

Noah 

Joseph 

Moses 

Daniel 

Mary 

Jesus 

Paul 

 

Illus--As I look back on my life, I see so many times when I made 

decisions that I thought I was making: 

 (Use your own personal testimony here of a time that you can look 

back on and now see what God was doing when you could not then.) 

 

CONCLUSION: Don’t rule God out. He is sovereign. He saves and 

delivers. You can focus on the evil or you can focus on the good. Confess 

you evil intentions and acknowledge God’s goodness and sovereignty. 

Don’t give up on God.  Remember one of the basics of Christianity is 

that “good” triumphs over “evil.” God is good! 

 

There is an old Japanese proverb that says, “Fall seven times, get up 

eight.” 

 



If you are in a dilemma this morning. Look back, confess the evil you 

have done. Look up and worship the Sovereign Lord. Stand up and get 

going. God has not forsaken you. Don’t turn your back on God. Claim 

the great promise of Romans 8:28, that God will work it all for good if 

you will love Him. 

 

Extra Sermon Starter 

BUILD LOVING LASTING RELATIONSHIPS 

 

1.Trust—no heart mistakes just head. 

 

2. Mutual Respect—made in God’s image, led by God’s Spirit 

 

3. Communication—no closed spirits, keep lines open 

 

4. Loyalty in Christ—warriors on front line together 

 

5. Submission—All of us are people who are under authority 

 

6. Humility—No place for pride because God resists it! 

 

10 GOOD QUOTES ON RELATIONSHIPS 
(Suggestion—Of course these are to use by sprinkling them in your sermons, but I have found it 



very refreshing and invigorating to read a quote, and then just sit and meditate on it. After all, a 

quote is something that someone has said, that was said in such a way that it had impact. Let 

these quotes impact you!) 

 

1. Life is relationships; the rest is just details. - Gary Smalley 

 

2. Consider the following. We humans are social beings. We come into 

the world as the result of others' actions. We survive here in 

dependence on others. Whether we like it or not, there is hardly a 

moment of our lives when we do not benefit from others' activities. For 

this reason it is hardly surprising that most of our happiness arises in 

the context of our relationships with others. -- HH the Dalai Lama  

 

3. Relationships are all there is. Everything in the universe only exists 

because it is in relationship to everything else. Nothing exists in 

isolation. We have to stop pretending we are individuals that can go it 

alone [from Never Eat Alone] -- Margaret Wheatley 

 

4. Treasure your relationships, not your possessions. -- Anthony J. 

D'Angelo 

 

5. There's one sad truth in life I've found 

While journeying east and west - 

The only folks we really wound 

Are those we love the best. 

We flatter those we scarcely know, 



We please the fleeting guest, 

And deal full many a thoughtless blow 

To those who love us best. 

--Ella Wheeler Wilcox 

 

6. If you were going to die soon and had only one phone call you could 

make, who would you call and what would you say?  And why are you 

waiting?  -- Stephen Levine 

 

7. I felt it shelter to speak to you.  -- Emily Dickinson 

 

 

8. No road is long with good company.  -- Turkish Proverb 

 

9. Lots of people want to ride with you in the limo, but what you want is 

someone who will take the bus with you when the limo breaks down.  --

Oprah Winfrey 

 

10. "Where does the family start? It starts with a young man falling in 

love with a girl - no superior alternative has yet been found."  – Winston 

Churchill 

BELIEVE AND BE BLESSED  
by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

 



ALTERNATE TITLES: 

WHEN BELIEVING TURNS TO BLESSING 

FAITH FOR A MIRACLE 

THE MULTIPLICATION FACTOR 

HOW FAITH BRINGS THE INCREASE 

 

1 Kings 17:1  And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to 

Ahab, "[As] the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall 

not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word."  2  Then the word 

of the Lord came to him, saying,  3  "Get away from here and turn 

eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan.  4  

"And it will be [that] you shall drink from the brook, and I have 

commanded the ravens to feed you there."  5  So he went and did 

according to the word of the Lord, for he went and stayed by the Brook 

Cherith, which flows into the Jordan.  6  The ravens brought him bread 

and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he 

drank from the brook.  7  And it happened after a while that the brook 

dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.  8  Then the word 

of the Lord came to him, saying,  9  "Arise, go to  Zarephath , which 

[belongs] to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow 

there to provide for you."  10  So he arose and went to  Zarephath . And 

when he came to the gate of the city, indeed a widow [was] there 

gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, "Please bring me a little 

water in a cup, that I may drink."  11  And as she was going to get [it], 

he called to her and said, "Please bring me a morsel of bread in your 

hand." 12  So she said, "As the Lord your God lives, I do not have bread, 

only a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I [am] 

gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself 

and my son, that we may eat it, and die."  13  And Elijah said to her, "Do 

not fear; go [and] do as you have said, but make me a small cake from it 



first, and bring [it] to me; and afterward make [some] for yourself and 

your son.  14  "For thus says the Lord God of Israel: `The bin of flour shall 

not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord 

sends rain on the earth.' "  15  So she went away and did according to 

the word of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for [many] 

days.  16  The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, 

according to the word of the Lord which He spoke by Elijah.   

17  Now it happened after these things [that] the son of the woman 

who owned the house became sick. And his sickness was so serious that 

there was no breath left in him.  18  So she said to Elijah, "What have I 

to do with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to 

remembrance, and to kill my son?"  19  And he said to her, "Give me 

your son." So he took him out of her arms and carried him to the upper 

room where he was staying, and laid him on his own bed.  20  Then he 

cried out to the Lord and said, "O Lord my God, have You also brought 

tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by killing her son?"  21  And 

he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the 

Lord and said, "O Lord my God, I pray, let this child's soul come back to 

him."  22  Then the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the 

child came back to him, and he revived. 23  And Elijah took the child and 

brought him down from the upper room into the house, and gave him to 

his mother. And Elijah said, "See, your son lives!"  24  Then the woman 

said to Elijah, "Now by this I know that you [are] a man of God, [and] 

that the word of the Lord in your mouth [is] the truth." 

 

TRANSITION -- In this passage of Scripture we see that God will meet 

you in the trenches of life and touch you where you hurt the most. 

 



In this passage we see that a widow woman was blessed by believing.  

When someone will believe God to do great things, He will use that to 

draw lost people to Himself. 

 

Illus-- In Franklin Graham’s autobiography he tells of his struggles as the 

son of world renown evangelist, Billy Graham. I was intrigued at how 

God opened up his heart to receive Christ into his life. One of the 

incidences that made an impact on him occurred when he was 19. He 

had taken a semester out of college in the fall of 1971 to do some 

mission work in Mathrov, Jordan. He enjoyed the adventure of being in 

a foreign country, but he really had no interest in the Lord’s work. He 

said that he would spend the evenings on the roof of one the buildings 

in the desert, smoking his ceigarettes, drinking from a bottle of scotch, 

and listening to his brand of music on the voice of America radio. Every 

Friday the missionaries and workers would gather together to pray for 

the needs of the mission. He was amazed at how specifically that they 

would pray. Aileen and Eleanor were two of the missionaries that 

worked in the mission hospital. One Friday they prayed telling the Lord 

that in order to keep operating they needed exactly $1355.00. As they 

prayed they also reminded the Lord that it was His work and His name 

that was on the line. It was also their particular practice never to tell 

people of the outside world about their needs. They simply prayed and 

trusted God to do the rest. Franklin was amazed the next week when 

Aileen and Eleanor received a letter from a person stating that they felt 

led to support the work of the hospital in Mathrov in the great work 

they were doing. Enclosed was a check written out in the amount of 

$1355.00. God had provided. Franklin stated that he witnessed God  

time and time again answer the specific prayers of the missionaries.   

 



We all need to be encouraged to believe God, no matter what. Just like 

this little widow woman, our faith can be used of God to demonstrate 

His greatness.  

 

I want to share with you four observations about her that will 

challenge us today. 

 

THE FIRST OBSERVATION IS THAT SHE WAS: 

I. SURROUNDED BY PRESSING CIRCUMSTANCES 

The whole region was in a famine. People were on the verge of 

starvation.  

Why? Ahab had: 

 A. Rejected the Man of God 

 B. Rejected the Word of God 

 C. Rejected the Power of God 

Illus--A nation whose leadership rejects God’s men, God’s Word, God’s 

power will suffer judgment for it. In America what does it mean when 

same sex marriages are considered being legalized, marijuana is 

considered being legalized, killing unborn babies is legal, pedaling 

pornography is legal and a debate is raging about being able to assist 

people to commit suicide? I believe it means that somewhere along the 

way we have rejected the men of God, the Word of God, and the Power 

of God. We are seeing the fulfillment of the O.T. prophesy that there 

would come a time when men will call evil good and good evil. 

 

THE SECOND OBSERVATION IS THAT SHE WAS: 



II. IN THE MIDST OF A PERSONAL CRISIS  

Some people can be in an area that is going through tough times and 

remain unaffected by it. This widow was feeling the pinch. 

 

This woman was scraping the bottom of the barrel. Have you ever been 

there? 

This woman was staring death in the face. 

 

There are many right now in our present economy who are feeling the 

pinch. We have to allow the pinch to squeeze out our faith in God.  God 

is never in recession, or does He suffer a layoff. There may be times we 

try to take His job, but the truth is, God is God. His storehouses are 

always full, His resources are never barren. These are encouraging 

things to remember in our personal crisis when the pinch is on us. It 

worked for the widow to believe God and it will work for us. 

 

THE THIRD OBSERVATION IS THAT SHE WAS: 

III. FACED WITH A PROPHETIC CHALLENGE  

 

She was challenged to receive the man of God, the Word of God, and 

the Power of God. God is always looking for people to believe Him. 

 

 A. It Was A Costly Challenge 



A widow such as this was primarily dependent on charity, and yet this is 

who God chooses to take care of His prophet. It has been said that 

“God tries our faith that we might try His faithfulness.” 

 

Illus--An old preacher once offered this prayer in a meeting: “Lord, help 

us to trust Thee with our souls.” Many voices responded with a hearty, 

old fashioned “Amen!” “Lord, help us to trust Thee with our bodies,” he 

continued. Again the repsonse was a vociferous “Amen!” Then with still 

more warmth he said, “And Lord, help us to trust Thee with our 

money.” Not an “Amen” was heard in the house, except that of an 

impoverished little old lady. 

 

The widow was called upon to put God before her own needs and the 

needs of her own family. 

 

Illus --Listen to the words of the great missionary J. Hudson Taylor’s 

heart toward God in the middle of his loss. He knew what it was to pay 

a price for his commitment to God. 

 

 “About two of our little ones we have no anxiety. They rest in Jesus’ 

bosom. And now, dear brother, though the tears will not be stayed, I do 

thank God for permitting one so unworthy to take part in this great 

work, and do not regret having engaged in it. It is His work, not mine or 

yours; and yet it is ours--not because we are engaged in it, but because 

we are His, and one with Him whose work it is.” J. Hudson Taylor 

 



Illus-There is a story of two men, one of whom asked the other for a 

contribution for his church. The reply was that the church was  always 

wanting money. The other friend said, “When my lad was a boy he was 

costly; he always wanted boots, shoes, socks, and clothes, and wore 

them out fast, and the older and stronger he grew the more money had 

to spent on him. My son died and now does not cost me anything.” 

 

A faith that does not move in action is a dead faith. 

 

 B. It Was A Courageous Challenge 

This was a non-Jewish widow who honored a prophet (Note the Luke 4 

reference). Luke 4: 24  Then He said, "Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his 

own country.  25  "But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 

heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a great famine throughout all 

the land;  26  "but to none of them was Elijah sent except to  Zarephath , [in] [the] [region] of 

Sidon, to a woman [who] [was] a widow. 

 

Surely the townspeople mocked this widow for giving a Jewish prophet 

all she had. Do you really think that a strange man living in a house with 

a widow with a young boy would not stir up talk? 

 

Often God’s call for us to believe will require great courage as it brings 

criticism, objection, harassment, and even persecution. 

 

THE FOURTH OBSERVATION IS THAT SHE WAS: 

IV. RESPONDED WITH A PROFOUND COMMITMENT  



 

 A. It was a Decisive Commitment 

This woman gave God her all without asking where her next meal 

would come from. She put her life in the hands of God.  

 

Quote -- Faith is like a toothbrush, you must use your own and not 

someone else’s. 

 

The widow had personal faith in what God had said he would do. 

 

Zeraphath was in Jezebel’s homeland. It was right in the middle of 

Baal’s territory. Ps. 23 “Thou preparest a table for me in the presence 

of mine enemies.” The widow put herself at risk. 

 

 B. It was a Daily Commitment 

The miracle of the flour and oil does not note a massive supply but that 

they always had what was needed when it was needed. Every time they 

used it, it required faith that God was going to fill it again. In this way, 

Elijah and the widow had to put their trust daily in the provider rather 

than the provision. 

 

This is often the way of God. Remember the “daily” manna in the 

wilderness? Remember, Jesus taught us to pray for our “daily” bread.  

 



Quotes -- 

Part-time faith like a part-time job will not support you. 

 

Faith is not like gasoline that runs out as you use it; it is like a muscle, 

it grows stronger as you use it. 

 

As Hebert Lockyer says, “She found that in making God’s will her first 

concern, He made her need His first concern.” 

 

 

 

 C. It was a Deep Commitment 

If you will give God all he asks, you will receive all he promises. 

 

Some people feel their faith is strong enough to take them to heaven, 

but it does not take them to church. 

 

This passage of Scripture moves me to examine my own unbelief.  Do I 

believe in the supernatural power of God? I declare to you this morning 

on the authority of the Word of the Living God that He is a God of 

miracles and signs and wonders. He is every bit as concerned for you 

today as He was the widow of Zerephath. For too long we have sought 

ways to explain away the power of God rather than living in the power 

of God. How do we know what God will do among us today unless we 

take off the mental handcuffs that bind us in unbelief? I do not believe 



that we are going to make God do anything against His will. But, I do 

believe that unbelief will keep God from doing things He would 

otherwise do. He will not bless unbelief. Don’t be afraid to believe God 

to do more than you can ask or think. Don’t be afraid to trust God to do 

the impossible.  

 

As someone said, “Never put a question mark where God puts a 

period.” 

 

Man says, “Seeing is believing.” God says, “Believing is seeing.” 

The world says, “show me and I’ll believe.” Christ says, “Believe me 

and I’ll show you.” 

 

This woman found out that God could provide her with what the world 

around her could not. She learned that to trust is to triumph. 

 

CONCLUSION --  

ARE YOU READY TO TRUST GOD WITH ALL YOU HAVE?  

ARE YOU WILLING TO BELEIVE GOD AND BE BLESSED?  

ARE YOU AT THE POINT WHERE YOU ARE READY TO ABANDON YOUR 

UNBELIEF AND BELEIVE IN GOD? 

YOU MAY FEEL THAT ALL IS GONE, BUT I REMIND YOU THAT GOD STILL 

STANDS READY TO HELP YOU TODAY. WHY DON’T YOU….. 

  

 

 



FAILING YOUR WAY FORWARD 

ABRAHAM AND ABIMELECH 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min. 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

THE SECRET LIE THAT ALMOST GOT ABRAHAM KILLED 

WHAT TANGLED WEBS WE WEAVE, WHEN FIRST WE PRACTIC TO 

DECEIVE 

I LIED AND NOW YOUR’E SICK! 

OVERCOMIING THE PROPENSITY TO LIE 

 

Illus—Researchers have discovered that there are at least three 

situations when we do not act like ourselves.  

1. The average person puts on airs when they visit the lobby of a fancy 

hotel. 

2. The typical lady will hide her emotions when she enters the 

showroom of a car dealership to try to bamboozle the salesman. 

3. When we enter church or synagogue and take our seat in the pew we 

try to fake God and everybody that we have really been good all week. 

 

TRANSITION—There was a definite occasion in the life of Abraham 

when he acted contrary to who he was and it landed him in a pile of 

trouble. Let’s read about it. 

 

GENESIS 20: (Read verses 1-17) 



 

Summary: 

1 -- Abraham sojourns at Gerar.  

2--  Abraham denies his wife, who is taken by Abimelech.  

3 -- Abimelech is reproved concerning her in a dream.  

9 -- Abimelech rebukes Abraham.  

14 --Abimelech restores Sarah to Abraham;  

16 -- and reproves her.  

17 --  Abimelech and his family are healed when Abraham's prays. 

 

 

1. OUR FAILURE CAN CAUSE OTHER PEOPLE TO FAIL. 

 

ABIMELECH ENTERED INTO SIN BECAUSE ABRAHAM DID NOT TELL HIM 

THE TRUTH --verse 9 

The choices we make do not just affect us. They also affect others. 

 

Illus—Think of the tragic effects of the choice to commit sin in the 

following situations: 

A. Choose to get drunk and then drive a car. 

B. Choose to have an affair and then leave your family. 

C. Choose to lose your temper and then abuse your child. 

 



These are dramatic examples but in reality all of our wrong choices 

have the potential to harm others. Abraham make a wrong choice and 

it affected an entire kingdom. 

 

2. GOD IS ALWAYS WORKING HARDER THAN WE ARE TO 

KEEP THINGS TOGETHER FOR US. 

 

GOD WORKS TO KEEP MARRIAGES TOGETHER 

--In a sense Abraham and Sarah had agreed to deny knowing each 

other. In other words they placed what others thought about them 

ahead of their commitment to each other. 

--Abraham had been given the promise that Sarah would bear him a 

child. He is not standing on it here but over the course of time he 

standS at Mt. Moriah believing that God would raise the dead to keep 

the promise. God uses our times of failure to build in us faith for the 

future. 

 

GOD INTERVENES TO KEEP US FROM SINNING 

--We must be careful not to think that God moving in this way to 

protect us is because of our “rightness”; it is because of His 

commitment to His covenant. 

--Do we not, as parents, move to help, protect and rescue our children 

even when they have committed wrong?  



Geneva Study Bible--(g) God by his holy Spirit restrains those 

who offend in ignorance, that they not fall into greater 

offence.. 

--Ignorant sin versus willful sin “Go and sin no more, lest a worse thing 

come upon you.” 

--In the process of maturing, we will be held more and more 

responsible for our wrong decisions. As our influence increases our 

holiness should also increase. As a pastor, I am not in bondage to the 

opinions of other men; but I am to regard how my behavior might 

affect them. There are certain things I may have the liberty to do in my 

own conscience that I will choose not to do because of the consciences 

of others.  

Verse 9—Abimelech’s action had brought judgment on the whole 

nation. 

 

--God certainly does not cause us to sin but He certainly keeps us from 

sinning more than we do. He does this through His precious influences 

of mercy and grace. The intercession of Jesus helps us. He uses the Holy 

Spirit to help us. He uses His Word to help us. He sends His angels to 

help us. He even can give a lost man a dream in order to help us. 

Sometimes God will move in and take away the opportunity to sin. But 

there is a limit. If we persist, He will allow us to step into the dangerous 

waters of sin. Even then, He will send a whale to spit us back on shore if 

we will only repent. Have you ever thanked God for the times He kept 

you from falling into sin? 

 



3.WE MUST NOT LET OUR THINKING REPLACE OUR 

PRAYING 

--Abraham thought that Abimelech would do him wrong. 

--Presumption—Abraham who had just gone through seeing Sodom 

destroyed that Gerar would be no different. We must not project the 

sin of one person on all others.  

This is a sign that we are not healed.  

We make sweeping conclusions about others based on someone else’s 

actions toward us. Unhealed people make statements like: 

“All women are unfaithful.”     

“All men are liars.”    

“All teenagers rebel.”   

“All bosses are power hungry and harsh.”   

 

--Not everybody that wears a checked hat is Bear Bryant.” 

 

We must learn to pray and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit who 

knows the hearts of all men and women. 

 

4. WE MUST GUARD AGAINST THE FEAR OF MAN 

BECOMING GREATER THAN THE FEAR OF GOD. 

--Abraham stood boldly and strongly before God on behalf of others. 

--Abraham failed when He stood before man for himself. 

 



Illus—There will be times when we are tested on what we say we 

believe. Just as Jesus was tested on the revelation he had been given. 

“Thou are my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” The Devil came 

to him testing him, “If you are the son of God, then turn these stones 

into bread.” 

 

Abraham had been told by God he would become the father of a great 

people. To think that he and Sarah would die at the hand of Abimelech 

was a test of what God had promised him. Would he believe God would 

take care of him. 

 

5. WE MUST KNOW AND BREAK-UP OUR BESETTING SIN 

--Abraham lied. Hebrews 12:2 “the sin that so easily besets us.” 

Genesis 12: 11 And it came to pass, when he was close to entering 

Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "Indeed I know that you are a 

woman of beautiful countenance. 12 Therefore it will happen, when 

the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will 

kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Please say you are my sister, that it 

may be well with me for your sake, and that I may live because of you." 

 

Genesis 20: 2 Now Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She is my sister." 

And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 

 

--Passed on to our kids  



Genesis 26:7And when the men there asked him about Rebekah, he 

said, "She is my sister." He was afraid to admit that she was his wife. He 

thought they would kill him to get her, because she was very beautiful.  

 

After this situation, I believe they settled it that no more would they 

deny their relationship nor God’s promise, then in the next chapter we 

read: 

 

Genesis 21:12  Sarah conceived! 

 

*QUIT MAKING PROVISION FOR THE FLESH—They decided ahead of 

time that they were going to fail. 

 

6. WE MUST NOT LIMIT THE WAYS THAT GOD MAY 

CHOOSE TO REBUKE US 

 

--He used Abimelech to rebuke Abraham. 

--He spoke to Baalim though a mule.  

--He got Jonah’s attention through a storm and a great fish. 

--He got Moses’ attention through a burning bush. 

--He got many people’s attention through miracles. 

--He spoke through a man wearing camel’s hair and eating 

grasshoppers. 

--I know a man who was turned by a billboard he read. 



 

7. WE NEED TO LEARN TO PRAY AND BLESS OURSELVES 

OUT OF THE MESSES WE CAUSE 

The kindness of a prophet which Abraham showed to Abimelech: he prayed for 
him, v. 17, 18. This honor God would put upon Abraham that, though Abimelech 
had restored Sarah, yet the judgment he was under should be removed upon the 
prayer of Abraham, and not before. Thus God healed Miriam, when Moses, whom 
she had most affronted, prayed for her (Num. 12:13), and was reconciled to Job’s 
friends when Job, whom they had grieved, prayed for them (Job 42:8–10), and so 
did, as it were, give it under his hand that he was reconciled to them. Note, The 
prayers of good men may be a kindness to great men, and ought to be valued. 
(From a Bible commentary whose source I have misplaced. Sorry.) 

--Abimelech was healed and his house when Abraham prayed for Him. 

 

--There are lost people who are kept away from the breakthrough they 

need because we are not praying for them. 

 

Illus—There was an evangelist that told the following story of a 16 year 

old young lady in the Northeast who had a dream of a man. She went 

out street witnessing the next day knowing that she would meet this 

man. She saw him walking down the sidewalk coming toward her. She 

ran up to him. “It’s you! It’s you!”  He said, “Do I know you?” She 

responded, “I saw you in my dream last night. God said that your 

heart was broken about your wife leaving you. He said if you will 

recommit your life to Him and start serving Him again she will return.” 

He started crying because this was exactly the situation he was in. He 

repented and gave it all to the Lord. Two days later his wife came 

home! 



 

You see, when choose to obey God instead of choosing to sin, good 

things can happen that will have a positive effect on others. In a sense, 

when we make our choices, we are deciding if we are going to be a 

blessing or a curse. 

 

CONCLUSION—Are there choices you have made, that you would like 

to see turned around? Are you in the middle of being tempted to make 

a wrong choice? We all face this in one way or another. Why don’t we 

decide right now to obey God? If you need… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 101 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min. 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

FOUR WORDS ABOUT CHURCH BASICS 

HOW WE ARE UNIQUELY THE SAME 

LET’S GET IT TOGETHER! 

WHAT WE ALL NEED THAT WE ALL CAN DO 

 

INTRODUCTION -- 1 Cor. 12:11  But one and the same Spirit works all 

these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.  12  For as 

the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that 

one body, being many, are one body, so also [is] Christ.  13  For by one 

Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.  

14  For in fact the body is not one member but many.  15  If the foot 

should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it 

therefore not of the body?  16  And if the ear should say, "Because I am 

not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body?  17  If 

the whole body [were] an eye, where [would] [be] the hearing? If the 

whole [were] hearing, where [would] [be] the smelling?  18  But now 

God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He 

pleased.  19  And if they [were] all one member, where [would] the body 

[be]?  20  But now indeed [there] [are] many members, yet one body. 

 

TRANSITION – In the passage we just read, did you notice the how 

often the word “one” was used? Today, I want to share four individual 



words with you that all relate to our togetherness and oneness as 

members of the same body. The first word is: 

 

1. UNIFORMITY--There is something about all of us that is the same. 

 

Illus--A drunk man once came up to D.L. Moody and said, “Hey Mr. 

Moody, I’m one of your converts. He said, “You must be, your certainly 

not one of the Lord’s. 

 

It is not: Church membership, living right, good works, baptism, etc. You 

can send off in the back of a magazine and get ordained but that does 

not mean you are ordained of God. 

 

Many people are a member of a church but not the church. 

 

It is: Having been born again. “baptized by the Spirit into the body.” 

 

Acts 2:41 teaches us that the Lord “adds to the church.” 

 

 

 

2. UNITED--We assemble together for a common purpose. 

 

The Universal Church 



The Local Church 

Hebrews 10:25 24  And let us consider one another in order to stir up 

love and good works,  25  not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

together, as [is] the manner of some, but exhorting [one] [another], and 

so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

A. Many of the N.T. writings were directed toward local churches 

B. Jesus in Rev. addressed 7 particular local churches 

C. Paul gives much instruction on how the local church is to function. 

 

The universal church has no regular worship services 

No Bible studies 

No mission outreach 

No ministries 

Never takes up an offering  

No baptisms 

No Lord’s Supper 

 

The Local church may be imperfect but through the local church you 

can experience: 

public worship 

Bible study 

participate in the ordnances 



 

3. UNIQUENESS--Each member has a unique part in the body. 

1Cor. 12:11 

Don’t argue with the Spirit. There is something that you are to be doing 

in the body that will benefit the body and will leave a void with it. 

 

Every member is important. You are important. 

Eyes see-- 

Ears hear 

Noses smell 

Tongue talks 

Feet walks 

Hands carry 

All are necessary for the body to be able to do all the things it was 

made to do. 

 

4. UNITY--Each member has the same focus. 

 

The individual members harmoniously work together. 

 

Illus—If you hit your thumb with a hammer, the rest of the body reacts. 

You pop the thumb in your mouth. You feet start to jump up and down 

as you violently bend at the waist forward and back. The whole body 

gets in on it. This is the way God made it. It is supposed to be the same 



way in the body of Christ. When one member is in pain, the rest begin 

to respond. There is a connectedness, a unity among the members. 

 

Illus--When a part of the physical body declares independence from the 

other parts, it starts to die and you have to visit the doctor. When a cell 

goes wild it turns into cancer which then attacks the body. It takes the 

work of the whole body in order for each individual part to receive 

what it needs to be healthy. 

 

Thomas Merton says,  “To consider persons and events and situations 

only in the light of their effect upon myself is to live on the doorstep of 

hell.” 

 

Just as the physical body is sent messages from it’s head, so must the 

spiritual body. Don’t focus on the members but the Master. John 21:22 

 

Robert Murray McCheyne  wrote, “It is not great talents God blesses 

so much as great likeness to Jesus.” 

 

 

Warren Wiersbe  also says, “Ministry takes place when divine 

resources meet human needs through loving channels to the glory of 

God.” 

 

Conclusion--Read Philippians 2:1-18 



TEN REASONS WE WORSHIP JESUS! 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

(I should have divided the following sermon into two-parts because it 

is too rich to rush through and too long for one message. You can 

divide it up as you wish.) 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS! 

JESUS—OUR EVERYTHING! 

JESUS—OUR SUPREME EVERYTHING! 

THINGS GO BETTER WITH CHRIST! 

 

 

1 Corinthians 1:1 Paul, called [to] [be] an apostle of Jesus Christ through 

the will of God, and Sosthenes [our] brother,  2  To the church of God 

which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called 

[to] [be] saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:  , both theirs and ours:  3  Grace 

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  4  I 

thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was 

given to you by Christ Jesus,  5  that you were enriched in everything by 

Him in all utterance and all knowledge,  6  even as the testimony of 

Christ was confirmed in you,  7  so that you come short in no gift, 

eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  8  who will 

also confirm you to the end, [that] [you] [may] [be] blameless in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9  God [is] faithful, by whom you were called 

into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  10  Now I plead 



with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 

speak the same thing, and [that] there be no divisions among you, but 

[that] you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the 

same judgment. 

Why we worship Jesus: 

 

INTRODUCTION-- A Swedish brother came back to his home church 

after spendinga week at a summer Bible conference. He was bubbling 

over with enthusiasm. Theyasked him to lead in prayer and he quickly 

responded,  

“Oh Lord, it was so inspiring at the conference.  

The fellowship with all the saints was so good.  

The music lifted us up to heaven, and the preaching, Lord, was 

marvelous!  

In fact, Lord, you just should have been there yourself.!” 

 

1. WE BELONG TO JESUS CHRIST 

“2  To the church of God which is at Corinth,…” 

 

Dear friends, we as believers belong to another. We have been bought 

by the blood of Jesus Christ and are His purchased possession. Paul 

called believers at Corinth, the church of God. We are His purchased 

possessions.  

 

A little later in 1 Cor. 6:19-20, Paul clearly states that we are not our 

own because we have been bought with a price. 

 



In Acts 20, he reminds the Ephesian Elders that the church has been 

bought by the blood of Christ. 

 

2. WE ARE SANCTIFIED IN JESUS CHRIST 

v2”…to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called [to] [be] 

saints,…” 

 

-We have no righteousness on our own. Jesus’ righteousness has been 

credited to our account. We have been set apart for him and by him. 

-There should be something holy about us. 

 

Illus—Look at the believer seated beside you. Now would you call them 

a Saint? Hmmmm! Don’t answer out loud! 

Well guess what? God calls them a Saint? Why? Because they have 

been purified, cleansed and set apart by Jesus Christ and his blood! 

 

3. WE CALL ON JESUS CHRIST 

v2” …with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord, both theirs and ours:  “ 

 

Salvation begins by calling on the name of the Lord. Rom.10:13 

 

Illus—I remember reading Billy Graham’s book on Angels. In the 

beginning of the book he tells of a lady in Asia who was out in the 

country side with her child when a Tiger came upon her. As the 



ferocious animal prepared to attack, all the Christian woman could 

think to do was yell out “JESUS!” When she did, the tiger fled.”  There is 

such power in the name of Jesus. It is the name that sits so beautifully 

upon the human lip. 

 

Think of words that different people consider to be wonderful beautiful 

words: 

 

To a 2 year old it would be words like -- mommy/candy 

To a 12 year old it would be words like – cool/ teenager 

To a sophomore in college words like --  check enclosed 

To a working man words like – pay raise/ shoes off 

To a working mother-- clean house/ husband that cooks 

To a Christian it is the words -- Jesus Christ 

 

What a privilege to call on the name of Jesus Christ! 

 

4. WE SUBMIT TO JESUS CHRIST AS LORD 

v2 “…with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord…” 

The Greek word for “Lord” means owner, ruler, sovereign prince, the 

one to whom a person or thing belongs. In modern day common 

terms, it means BOSS. 

 



Illus--As adults, do our children see us responding to the authority  

of our Lord the way that we expect them to respond to our authority? 

Not because we have to but because we get to. 

 

No one wiser, stronger, or more loving than He is. Why not submit? 

 

There are two words that are incompatible. The words “NO” and 

“LORD.” Peter used them together and got in big trouble. So will we! 

 

5. WE RECEIVE GRACE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 

“v3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  4  I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God 

which was given to you by Christ Jesus,  ” 

 

Illus—The story of slave trader John Newton and how he was converted 

and then wrote the song we all know and love -- Amazing Grace. Listen 

to the words again: 

 

Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound) 

That sav’d a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears reliev’d; 



How precious did that grace appear, 

The hour I first believ’d! 

Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come; 

’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promis’d good to me, 

His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be, 

As long as life endures. 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail, 

And mortal life shall cease; 

I shall possess, within the veil, 

A life of joy and peace. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 

The sun forbear to shine; 

But God, who call’d me here below, 

Will be forever mine. 

SOURCE--Newton was born in London July 24, 1725, the son of a commander of a 
merchant ship which sailed the Mediterranean. When John was eleven, he went 
to sea with his father and made six voyages with him before the elder Newton 
retired. In 1744 John was impressed into service on a man-of-war, the H. M. S. 
Harwich. Finding conditions on board intolerable, he deserted but was soon 
recaptured and publicly flogged and demoted from midshipman to common 
seaman. 

Finally at his own request he was exchanged into service on a slave ship, which 
took him to the coast of Sierra Leone. He then became the servant of a slave 
trader and was brutally abused. Early in 1748 he was rescued by a sea captain 



who had known John's father. John Newton ultimately became captain of his own 
ship, one which plied the slave trade. 

Although he had had some early religious instruction from his mother, who had 
died when he was a child, he had long since given up any religious convictions. 
However, on a homeward voyage, while he was attempting to steer the ship 
through a violent storm, he experienced what he was to refer to later as his 
“great deliverance.” He recorded in his journal that when all seemed lost and the 
ship would surely sink, he exclaimed, “Lord, have mercy upon us.” Later in his 
cabin he reflected on what he had said and began to believe that God had 
addressed him through the storm and that grace had begun to work for him. 

For the rest of his life he observed the anniversary of May 10, 1748 as the day of 
his conversion, a day of humiliation in which he subjected his will to a higher 
power. “Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come; ’tis grace has 
bro’t me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.” He continued in the slave 
trade for a time after his conversion; however, he saw to it that the slaves under 
his care were treated humanely.(Anointedlinks.com) 

 

 

If you lose the wonder of His grace, think of what life beyond the grave 

would be 

without the grace of God. 

 

You can receive his grace today! 

 

6. WE ARE ENRICHED IN EVERYTHING BY JESUS 

”v5  that you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and 

all knowledge,” 



This is a reference by Paul related to the gifts that God had given them 

that flowed in their gatherings. But Paul adds that Jesus enriches 

everything in the believer’s life. 

 

Illus—Do you remember the Coca Cola advertising campaign, that says 

THINGS GO BETTER WITH COKE!  Well, in the totality of life, the truth is, 

THINGS GO BETTER WITH CHRIST!” 

He enriches our lives. 

We are rich if we have Christ! Why? Because we have the One who has 

it all! 

 

7. WE TESTIFY OF JESUS CHRIST 

“v6  even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you,  “ 

 

When something good happens to us, we usually want to share it with 

somebody. You see every time someone gets saved. It confirms what 

Jesus testified about himself and it also gives the person saved a 

testimony. 

 

Humorous Illus--Police Officer: “Hey, lady pull over. Do you know you 

are doing 70?” 

Pretty woman: Isn’t that marvelous? And I just learned to drive 

yesterday! 

 

Do you remember the excitement of when you first got saved? 



 

We exist at this church to know Him and make Him known. 

 

8. WE AWAIT THE COMING OF JESUS CHRIST 

“V7  so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the 

revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  “ 

 

The end of time is drawing near. We of all generations are now the 

closest to the return of Christ. Regardless of your view of the return of 

Christ, he will return on the Father’s schedule. The timing is up to God, 

the being ready part is our part.  

 

Paul in the above verse, gives us some great insight: 

A. The gifts were to be used until Christ returns. The Holy Spirit indwells 

believers (the Body of Christ, the Church) and energizes, gifts and works 

through the body until Jesus returns for his bride. 

B. The posture of the Church is to be “eagerly waiting.” Not just waiting 

like a bored patient in a doctors reception area, but like a crowd 

gathered at the mall just waiting for the doors to open for that two 

hour super sale that happens once each year. The return of Christ is our 

“blessed hope.” Of all the hope in our heart, the hope directed to Jesus 

coming back for us is the most blessed. 

 

9. WE FELLOWSHIP THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 

“v9  God [is] faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of 

His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



 

The basis of fellowship in the body of Christ is Jesus. 

 

Illus--IXTHUS sign of the fish. Many of you have seen the sign of the fish 

that is an emblem of Christianity. In the first centuries during times of 

intense persecution, Christians used the sign of the fish to 

communicate with each other. If there suspected they might be talking 

to someone who was a Christian, they would take the toe of their 

sandal, as they talked, and make an arc with it in the dirt. If the other 

person was a Christian, then they would make an arc with their foot. 

The two arcs would overlap and the sign of the fish would be made. 

What is significant about the fish? The Greek word for fish is IXTHUS 

(ich-thoos). It forms an acrostic as each letter of the word means 

something.  

I –Jesus 

X-Christ 

TH—God’s 

U- Son 

S—Savior 

 

It is the same today. We have fellowship as believers because of JESUS 

CHRIST, GOD’S SON who is our SAVIOR. 

 

 

10. WE ARE UNIFIED IN JESUS CHRIST 

“v10  Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and [that] there be no 



divisions among you, but [that] you be perfectly joined together in the 

same mind and in the same judgment. “  

 

Humorous Illus--Two churches in a small town were contemplating a 

merger. One was a Baptist church and the other was a Christian church. 

Approval of the plan was almost unanimous. But one old-timer 

objected. “No”, he said as he shook his head. “Why sir?” he was asked. 

“Well, my mother and father were Baptists, my grandparents were 

Baptists, all of my people were Baptists....and nobody is going to make 

a Christian out of me now!” 

 

Our oneness is based on Jesus. 

 This is where we must agree and agree to keep as our focus 

 

CONCLUSION--These are 10 Reasons why we worship Jesus. Dear 

friend, as you look into your heart, why is it that you worship him? 

Can you truthfully say that you do worship him? Have you given your 

life to Christ? Is there a need to recommit your life to him? 

 

 

(From time to time we are all called upon to share a brief devotional. 

Following is one you can tuck away in your Bible and use.) 

 



DEVOTIONAL “ By their love.” 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

 

HUMOROUS INTRODUCTION-- A lady had been having mental 

problems for some time. For five years she had been involved each 

week with a psychiatrist in psychoanalysis. 

 

Finally, one day she said to him, “Doctor, I want to know what’s wrong 

with me.”  The doctor replied, “ You really want to know?” She said, 

“Tell me flat out what’s wrong with me.” 

 He replied, “Alright. You’re Crazy” She said, “I’m what?” He said, 

“You’re crazy.”  

“Well” she said, I’m not going to sit here and take that. I want a second 

opinion.”  He said, “”Alright. You’re ugly, too!” 

 

TRANSITION -- Folks, you know the truth of the matter is that we never 

hear what we really need to hear when we look to the world for the 

answers to life’s problems. But a man or woman who will honestly carry 

their problems to the Word of God and ask God for direction will never 

walk away empty handed. I’m not just talking about reading what it 

says. I’m talking about doing what it says.  As the old song “Trust and 

Obey” resounds the words: 

 Trust and Obey  

for there’s know other way 

to be happy in Jesus,  

but to trust and obey.  



 

We too must pick up that refrain. Trust and obey.   

 

MAIN IDEA -- Allow me to share with you one passage of Scripture that 

if every church member would simply trust and obey, the vast majority 

of problems in our churches would be settled in a heartbeat. If we 

would simply obey this one command of scripture there would be no 

knock downs and drag outs in the house of God. If these words of our 

Lord were followed obediently there would cease to be any such thing 

as a church split. If this injunction from God’s Word was submitted to 

there would peace in every fellowship. There would be peace reigning 

in the hearts of all believers toward all their brothers and sisters. If this 

gospel command were obeyed there would be many more lost sinners 

in our communities converted. Jesus did not give this command to us to 

be thought about but to be obeyed. He did not share this beautiful 

treasure from God’s goldmine to go unclaimed. He did not give it out as 

a saying to be debated by bible scholars. He gave it out as a prescription 

that would solve most of our problems and would powerfully persuade 

a lost world to rush to the Heaven’s Pharmacist for the cure. What 

command is it that I speak of? It is this: 

 

John 13: 34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 

another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35  "By 

this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 

another." 

 

The distinguishing characteristic of the life of a Christian is that he or 

she loves in the manner that Jesus loved. That should be our 



reputation.  

 

Back in the Spring of 1865 there was a man who fell into great repute. 

His name was Dr. Samuel Mudd. He was disdained because of his effort 

to aid the recovery of John Wilkes Booth who shot President Abraham 

Lincoln. We have a saying when we want to talk about someone who 

has lost credibility regarding their integrity. We say, “Their name is 

Mud.” This goes back to the disdain that people had for Dr. Samuel 

Mudd.  

 

Would it not be great if the love of all Christians was so powerful that a 

saying would be coined “Their name is Love.”?  

 

 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ESSENTIALS OF SUPERNATURAL LIVING (Pt. 1) 
by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles: 

What the Early Church Had That Every Church Needs 

Five Ingredients of a Powerful Life 

What You Need to Supernaturally Succeed 

The Essentials of Powerful Living 

INTRODUCTION -- While a $100,000 fire truck stood by unused because 
nobody knew how it operated, fire destroyed a power plant in the tiny 
village of Akiachak, Alaska. Damage to the plant was estimated at 

$250,000.Sermon Resources, November 4, 1983 

How sad to have what is needed to do the job but not how to use it. As the 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, we have been given what is needed to do 
the job, but do we know how to use it.  

TRANSITION -- Today I want to begin a two-part series and share with you 

the essentials of supernatural living so that we can have a better 
understanding of what we have been given and how to use it. 

 

Acts 4:7  And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, "By 

what power or by what name have you done this?"  8  Then Peter, filled 

with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders of 

Israel: 9  "If we this day are judged for a good deed [done] to a helpless 

man, by what means he has been made well,  10  "let it be known to 

you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ 

of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by 

Him this man stands here before you whole...13  Now when they saw 

the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 



uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that 

they had been with Jesus.  14  And seeing the man who had been 

healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it....29  

"Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with 

all boldness they may speak Your word,  30  "by stretching out Your 

hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the 

name of Your holy Servant Jesus."  31  And when they had prayed, the 

place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 

boldness. 

 

1. THEY WERE CHANNELS OF THE SUPERNATURAL 

Acts 4:7  And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, "By 

what power or by what name have you done this?"  8  Then Peter, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and 

elders of Israel: 9  "If we this day are judged for a good deed [done] to a 

helpless man, by what means he has been made well,  10  "let it be 

known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from 

the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole... 

 

There is no denying, that the Early Church possessed the stamp of the 

supernatural upon their lives and ministry. We too, must realize that 

the Holy Spirit living inside of us, means we have the potential for the 

supernatural in our lives.  

 



If we do not believe this to be the case, then why pray? Why preach? 

Both preaching and praying are founded upon the fact that our 

Supernatural God works through both of them! 

 

The Devil is a liar and an imitator. We often pull away from the notion 

of the supernatural for fear of being accused of being demonic. This is a 

tactic of the enemy we must recognize. He is the imposter!  

 

Illus—Did you hear about the psychic network going bankrupt? They 

should have foreseen it. 

 

Dear friends we must believe that God will work in and through our 

lives are we are left alone in our own strength. Think about it! 

 

 “Ministry takes place when divine resources meet human needs 

through loving channels to the glory of God.” Dr. Warren Wiersbe 

 

The miraculous was seen in many different facets: 

-sound of rushing wind (Acts 2) 

-sight of tongues of fire 

-supernatural speaking in languages 

-healing of a lifelong crippled man (Acts 3) 

-earth shaking prayer meeting (acts 4) 

-immediate judgment of death (Ananias and Sapphira) (Acts 5) 

-supernatural courage to die for the faith (Stephen in Acts 7) 



-visions, dreams 

-5000 saved 

-much, much, more 

 

Let’s nail it down! We should expect God to be faithful to use us, just 

like he used the Early Church. We have the same message and the same 

message and serve the same God with the same Spirit.  We cannot and 

we must not allow the enemy to seduce us in laying down our 

weapons! The weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty 

through God! 

 

Two Encouragements: 

-Believe that God will speak to you and direct your life. Then begin 

actively listening. 

-Believe what God says about prayer. Believe that it really does make a 

difference when you pray.  These two simple steps will bring more of an 

awareness of the supernatural to your life. 

 

The whole teaching of the New Testament encourages us to believe 

God to do what man cannot do! If we don’t, then in our minds, we have 

reduced God to the level of mere men. 

 

 

2. THEY POSSESSED THE UNEXPLAINABLE. 



Acts 4:13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 

marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.   

 

-They were ordinary. 

-They were uneducated. 

-God used them--God can use you. 

-Humility and Obedience are the two keys according to Phil. 2 that filled 

the life of Jesus when he came and lived among men. 

 

Illus-When evangelist D.L. Moody was preaching in Birmingham, 

England, in 1875,the noted Congregational theologian and preacher Dr. 

R.W. Dale cooperated in the campaign. After listening to Moody preach 

and seeing the blessings, Dr. Dale wrote in his denomination’s 

magazine: “I told Mr. Moody that the work was most plainly of God, for 

I could see no real relation between him and what he had done. He 

laughed cheerily, and said he should be very sorry if it were otherwise.” 

 

John 3:8  "The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of 

it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is 

everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

 

Warren Wiersbe “How do we know when what we’re doing is really 

glorifying God? For one thing, we can’t explain what’s happening, and 

often nobody expected it to happen.” 

Bob Cook-”If you can explain what’s going on, God didn’t do it!” 



 

3. THEY KEPT THE FOCUS ON JESUS. 

Acts 4:13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 

marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.   

 

This is the common ground of all parts of Christ’s body.  

The cross is the eternal conjunction. 

 

Illus—Joseph Parker and Charles Haddon Spurgeon were both two 

great preachers in the London area at the same time. It was said that 

people would go listen to Joseph Parker and would leave saying, “What 

a great preacher!” They would go listen to Charles Spurgeon and leave 

saying, “What a great Savior!”  This is what we should all want—for 

people to see Jesus in our lives. This is what people saw in the lives of 

the first century disciples. 

 

Jesus is everything! Do you love him? Is he the focus of your life? 

We must live with the awareness that what we do for the Kingdom, we 

do in the name of the King! 

 

4. THEY PRAYED FOR GOD’S POWER TO DO GOD’S WORK. 

Acts 4:29  "Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants 

that with all boldness they may speak Your word,  30  "by stretching out 

Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through 

the name of Your holy Servant Jesus."  31  And when they had prayed, 



the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with 

boldness. 

- They prayed for God to stretch forth His hand. Many times we view it 

to be our hands.That’s where we miss it. We must seek God and let Him 

stretch forth His hand. 

-Dependence on the Holy Spirit is a must.  

Quote--The task ahead of you is never greater than the power behind you. 
(Source unknown) 

Illus--Wesley was not an advocate of sensationalism in preaching. But on 
one occasion, he interrupted his own sermon and shouted, 'Lord, is Saul 
also among the prophets? Is James Watson here? If he be, show Thy 
power!" And James Watson dropped to the floor and began to cry loudly for 
God's mercy!Wycliffe Handbook of Preaching and Preachers, W. Wiersbe, (Moody Press, Chicago; 1984), p. 247 

Think about this story in Wesley’s life. He sensed the Holy Spirit moving 

him to announce a man’s name that he did not know. When he obeyed, 

God moved on that man and he dropped to the floor in repentance. 

That is supernatural power at work. God still works and will work 

through you. 

CONCLUSION--I invite you today to lay down your struggles and efforts 

and ask God to do in and through you what He desires. We all need a 

child like faith that will trust our Father to give us what we need to do 

His will. Think about it carefully. If we can do it without dependence on 

His Holy Spirit, then we are doing it ourselves. The Early Church was 

marked by men and women, who were submitted to God’s Spirit and to 

the glory of God’s Son. We need Him! 

 

 



THE ESSENTIALS OF SUPERNATURAL LIVING (Pt.2) 
by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles: 

What the Early Church Had That Every Church Needs 

Five Ingredients of a Powerful Life 

What You Need to Supernaturally Succeed 

The Essentials of Powerful Living 

 

Introduction--The USS Astoria (C-34) was the first U.S. cruiser to engage 

the Japanese during the Battle of Savo Island, a night action fought 8-9 

August 1942. Although she scored two hits on the Imperial flagship 

Chokai, the Astoria was badly damaged and sank shortly after noon, 9 

August. About 0200 hours a young Midwesterner, Signalman 3rd Class 

Elgin Staples, was swept overboard by the blast when the Astoria’s 

number one eight-inch gun turret exploded. Wounded in both legs by 

shrapnel and in semi-shock, he was kept afloat by a narrow life belt that 

he managed to activate with a simple trigger mechanism. At around 

0600 hours, Staples was rescued by a passing destroyer and returned to 

the Astoria, whose captain was attempting to save the cruiser by 

beaching her. The effort failed, and Staples, still wearing the same life 

belt, found himself back in the water. It was lunchtime. Picked up again, 

this time by the USS President Jackson (AP-37), he was one of 500 

survivors of the battle who were evacuated to Noumea. On board the 

transport Staples, for the first time, closely examined the life belt that 

had served him so well. It had been manufactured by Firestone Tire and 

Rubber Company of Akron, Ohio, and bore a registration number. 

 



Given home leave Staples told his story and asked his mother, who 

worked for Firestone, about the purpose of the number on the belt. 

She replied that the company insisted on personal responsibility for the 

war effort, and that the number was unique and assigned to only one 

inspector. Staples remembered everything about the lifebelt, and 

quoted the number. It was his mother’s personal code and affixed to 

every item she was responsible for approving. 

 

Source: Commander Eric J. Berryman, U.S. Naval Reserve, Proceedings, U.S. Naval Institute, Vol. 15/6/1036 (June 1989): 48. Contributor: Terry 

Ashwell  (I found this on sermoncentral.com) 

 

TRANSITION TO TEXT—Things work the same way in God’s Kingdom. 

He uses all of us to accomplish what has to be accomplished to get the 

job done. As we follow the directions we are given, and make sure we 

do things right, then we too will be involved in an endeavor that will 

not only change lives but save lives. Listen to Jesus departing words to 

his disciples: 

 

Acts 1:4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded 

them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 

Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly 

baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they had come together, 

they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7And He said to them, “It is not for you to know 

times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But 

you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 



    
9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 

taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while 

they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two 

men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? Thissame Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner 

as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

 

TRANSITION TO MESSAGE—The above passage brings the early 

disciples to the place of ushering in a new era. The Holy Spirit was 

coming in which meant they would be going out. What are the 

essentials of Supernatural living that we see in the early church? What 

is required once you belong to Jesus and you are filled with His Spirit? 

 

Please notice five essentials with me: 

1. A Willingness to Be Used of God (OBEDIENCE) 

Acts 2:4 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and 

said to them,… 

 

REMEMBER—Peter had denied Christ and had to be restored, but 

when the time came, the Holy Spirit moved, men and women began to 

move, Peter stood and took his place and all them saw things shift. 

 

-When the church was birthed, God initially used 120 people who made 

themselves available. They carried different pieces of the puzzle, but 

working together, shifted their generation.  



 

We have to be willing to fulfill our roles? 

-It is not our ability but our availability that God is after. 

 

 

Illus-- “Will you please tell me in a word,” said a Christian woman to a 

minister, “what your idea of consecration is?” 

Holding out a blank sheet of paper the pastor replied, “It is to sign your 

name at the bottom of this blank sheet, and to let God fill it in as He 

will.” (Source unknown) 

 

 

2. An Understanding of Authority (AUTHORITY) 

Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God 

has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  

 

Acts 3: 6 Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do 

have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 

walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and 

immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.  

 

 

Illus—If you stood in the middle of a six lane highway and held up your 

hand, the cars would just fly by you maybe honking or even cursing 

you. Put a policeman in the same location and let him hold up his hand. 



All six lanes will stop.  

Why? Because he has the entire government behind him to enforce the 

law. The resources that back him up are much larger than he is and 

much more powerful than he is. When our Ambassadors deliver 

messages to other countries, they represent the U.S. Government who 

is able to activate the U.S. Military. 

 

3. The Courage to Step into Risk (BOLD FAITH) 

 

Acts 4: 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they 

marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 14 And seeing 

the man who had been healed standing with them, they could say 

nothing against it. 15 But when they had commanded them to go aside 

out of the council, they conferred among themselves, 16 saying, “What 

shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been 

done through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we 

cannot deny it. 17 But so that it spreads no further among the people, let 

us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in 

this name.”  
18 So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor 

teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to 

them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than 

to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have 

seen and heard.” 

 



-When God does something supernatural, He looks for guts. Not 

someone who is not afraid, but someone who will not allow fear to 

keep them from obeying God. 

 

-What is your walk away point? How do you know when you are being 

pressed beyond what God would press you? 

 

Illus—I heard a preacher say that there were three things a person 

would need to do  in order to move in the flow of the Holy Spirit:  

 

1) We must purge ourselves of sin,  

2) We must intercede and  

3) We must prepare for criticism. 

 

Illus--This courage is rooted in the faith that God can be trusted. That 

God knows what He is doing. That God will use what He requires of you 

to fulfill His purposes. 

 

4. A Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit (AWARENESS) 

The Holy Spirit speaks in many different ways, but we have to learn to 

discern his voice. 

 

Illus--(Rick Renner’s Word Study)  

Romans 8:14 says, "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 

sons of God." The word "led" is the Greek word ago, which described 



the act of leading about an animal, such as a cow or a goat, at the end 

of a rope. 

 

The owner would wrap a rope around the animal's neck and then "tug" 

and "pull" until the animal started to follow him. When the animal 

decided to cooperate and follow that gentle tug, it could then be gently 

"led" to where its owner wanted it to go. 

 

Today I want to encourage you to pay careful attention to the "tugging" 

and "pulling" of the Holy Spirit in your heart. He is a Gentleman and 

does not force you to obey Him. He prompts you, tugs at your heart, 

and pulls on your spirit to get your attention. Sometimes His "tugs" may 

be so gentle that you almost miss them. But if you'll develop your 

sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, He will gently "lead" you exactly where He 

wants you to go with your life. 

http://www.cfaith.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1215%3A-is-the-holy-spirit-tugging-at-your-heart-

today&catid=65%3Asparkling-gems-from-the-greek&Itemid=82 

 

Illus--One step leads to the next in your walk with God just as it is when 

you are physically walking. I heard Missionary Dale Yerton teach about 

“balance” one time. He used an illustration of how when we walk we 

are in a constant state of imbalance. We are shifting weight from one 

side to the other back and forth. 

 

If we think of this, then the ability to begin to advance in the Spirit 

carries with it the ability to adjust and shift quickly, then the body 

moves and momentum is gained. This direction flows from the head 

doesn’t it? The next point is a step that will help keep us in balance. 



 

 

5. A Basic Knowledge of God's Word (BIBLICAL FOUNDATION) 

The Bible is God's record of dealing with humanity. It forms the 

foundation so that we can tell where God is doing more work. 

 

All through the book of Acts, you see the Church looking into the 

Scripture to discern what God was doing: 

 

-Acts 1- selecting Judas replacement,  

-Acts 2--Joel's prophecy, David's prophecy,  

-Acts 3-Solomon's Porch after man healed,  

-Acts 4-prayer mtg for boldness,  

-Acts 7, Stephen,  

-Acts 8--Ethiopian  

-Acts 13--several times, 

-Acts 15-Amos  and rebuild David's Tabernacle,  

…and more 

 

Humorous Illus--A candidate for pastor was asked, "What part of the 

Bible do you like best?" He said: "I like the New Testament best. Then 

he was asked, "What Book in the New Testament is your favorite?" He 

answered, the Book of the Parables, Sir." They then asked him to relate 



one of the parables to the membership committee. And a bit uncertain, 

he began...  

 

"Once upon a time a man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 

fell among thieves; and the thorns grew up and choked the man. And 

he went on and met the Queen of Sheba, and she gave that man, Sir, a 

thousand talents of silver, and a hundred changes of raiment. And he 

got in his chariot and drove furiously, and as he was driving along under 

a big tree, his hair got caught in a limb and left him hanging here! And 

he hung there many days and many nights. The ravens brought him 

food to eat and water to drink. And one night while he was hanging 

there asleep, his wife Delilah came along and cut off his hair, and he fell 

on stoney ground. And it begin to rain, and rained forty days and forty 

nights. And he hid himself in a cave. Later he went on and met a man 

who said, "Come in and take supper with me." But he said, "I can't 

come in, for I have married a wife." And the man went out into the 

highways and hedges and compelled him to come in! He then came to 

Jerusalem, and saw Queen Jezebel sitting high and lifted up in a 

window of the wall. When she saw him she laughed, and he said, 

"Throw her down out of there," and they threw her down. And he said 

"Throw her down again," and they threw her down seventy-times-

seven. And the fragments which they picked up filled twelve baskets 

full! NOW, whose wife will she be in the day of the Judgment?"  The 

search committee said, We don’t know if he is the one, but he sure 

knows his Bible. (source unknown) 

 

CONCLUSION—When you think of these five essentials, how are you 

doing? Is there one area more than another that you struggle? Why not 

ask God right now to help you? 



TWO COMMANDS THAT COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE 

(A Word Study Based Sermon) 
by Eddie Lawrence 

Alternate Titles: 

Get Clothed and Say “No” 

Putting On Christ  

Stop Prophesying Your Lusts 

When It’s Wrong to Make Plans 

 

Romans 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 

for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 

 

1. Do Cover Yourself in Christ 

Aorist Imperative Middle 

"But put on" -- Aorist Imperative Middle 

The construction of this command is that it is an action that you do to 

yourself. It is a general command of Scripture. 

 

The truth is "if we are not putting on Christ" then we are simply 

"putting on." 

enduo (GK) from two words "in" and "to sink, to immerse, to go down 

into" So the idea is to enter into, to be covered by. 

 

-It is used of putting on a garment. (Matthew 6:25 -- what your body 

will wear) 



-It is used of the soul being clothed with the body. (2 Cor. 5:3 ) (luke 

24:49 -- clothed with power from on high) 

 

Think of putting on the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The name and title given 

gives us some hints at what it means. 

 

Lord -- SUBMISSION AND SERVANTHOOD  

Owner, ruler, possessor (My life does not belong to me. I cannot live my 

life to serve my own purposes.) 

 

PRAYER—Lord,  I acknowledge Your Lordship over my life. You are boss 

of my life.  I fully surrender to your plans and purposes. I bow my knee 

to your right to rule and reign in every area of my life! 

 

Jesus -- SALVATION AND SIN  

Jehovah Saves (I am reminded of who He is and who I am in my 

humanity. I am a sinner; He is the Savior. Who He is came to save who I 

am.) 

 

PRAYER – Lord, I recognize that you are God who came in human flesh. 

You lived in victory over the curse. You then bore my sin and the power 

of the curse in my place. You are my Savior, I cannot save myself. I see 

my sin upon you on the cross and I arise to go forth in the victory that 

you have already gained for me. I will not dishonor you by denying your 

deity or your humanity. I rest in your salvation and your desire to bring 

to full completion all you died to give me. 



 

Christ -- SPIRIT  

The Anointed One (The presence and power of the Holy Spirit) 

 

PRAYER—Lord, I acknowledge you did what you did as a man filled with 

the Holy Spirit and now as my Lord you desire to fill me. Fill me to 

overflowing with your Holy Spirit. I humble my heart and turn from all 

self-effort and submit to the leadership of your Holy Spirit in my life. 

 

 

2. Don't Scheme to Sin 

Present Imperative  

"make no provision" 

 

Make =- To make, form, produce, bring about, cause, ...generally of 

such things as are produced by an inward act of the mind or will; to 

make, cause, bring about, occasion.  

-Spoken of God, to make or create (Acts 4:24) 

 

-I believe that this phrase show us that the fallen part of our nature can 

act upon our creative abilities. After all, man is made in the image of 

God. In his true essence, he is a spirit. He has the power to reason and 

imagine. The enemy will attempt to work through our flesh to get us to 

“prophesy” our own destruction. He will tempt us to use our creative 

abilities in a way that serves our own self interests. 



 

-Jesus temptation dealt with Satan tempting him to abuse and misuse 

his creativity. Turn these stones into bread.  

 

 

Provision-- (English - pro=before adn vision=to see) Greek - pro`noia- to 

know ahead from pro--before or ahead and noia which means mind or 

knowledge. 

 

Imagination is a god gift to humanity. A human being has the capacity 

to see things differently that they presently exist through imagination. 

It is the ability to see beyond how things are at the present. It can be 

used positively or negatively. 

 

POSITIVELY 

-When they are acted upon by the Holy Spirit then they see through the 

lens of love, joy, peace, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, self control. 

They do no harm to their neighbor and see benevolently but very 

powerfully. They see a future result consistent with the purposes of 

God. 

 

NEGATIVELY 

-When a person allows him or herself to be acted upon by the corrupt 

fallen nature, then the lens is shaded by self-interest. Rather than 

seeing a future in which Christ and His Kingdom are being served to the 



benefit of everyone, he or she will begin to see a future in which sinful 

self interests are being served.  

 

We literally have the power to see before hand the circumstances 

needed to fulfill our sinful lusts. Then having seen those circumstances, 

we begin making the choices to walk toward what we have seen. 

 

Epithumia--lusts of strong desires, contextually  in the verse we are 

studying it refers to strong sinful desires.  

 

Our thought life is powerfully creative. As a man thinks, so is he.  

 

This corrupt use of our creative nature results in darkness, deception 

and ultimately destruction. 

 

Illus-- The power of deception on the human mind. 

I read the other day, that when a person is being tempted they can 

clearly see the consequences but once they yield, they become blind to 

them. 

 

Let me illustrate this kind of thinking on a battlefield: 

A person who becomes deceived and thinks the rules do not apply to 

them begins to think: 

 

1. There are no landmines in this field. 



2. If there are landmines, I won't step on them. 

3. If I do step on them, they won't explode. 

4. If they do explode, I won't be hurt. 

 

We are to cast down every "imagination" that exalts itself above the 

knowledge of God. (2 Cor. 10:4-6) 

 

Sources for Word Definitions 

-The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament © 1992 by AMG International, Inc. Revised Edition, 1993  

-A.T. Robertson's Word Studies of the Greek New Testament 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIVING THE JOY FILLED LIFESTYLE 
by Eddie Lawrence 

Alternate Titles: 
Rejoice Your  Way to Victory 
The Power of Joy 
Three Simple Statements About Joy 
Getting Joy for Your Journey 

INTRODUCTION—The late Dr. Charles S. Price who was a very well Bible 
teacher in the first half of the 20th Century made the following statement. I 
want you to listen to it and see if you agree with it. 

“ You cannot get up in the morning and say, "This is the day in which I 
will be full of joy.  I'm going to be very happy today, for I have made 
up my mind to have lots of joy."  Either you have it, or you don't.  The 
worldly person can have the synthetic joy that's the plaything of 
environment and the slave of circumstance.  But Christians can have 
imparted joy by the Lord, and have it flow through them no matter 
what the conditions of life are like.  Such joy isn't dependent upon 
surroundings, nor is it the slave of circumstances—it's the gift of 
God!” 

Joy is a recurring theme in the Bible and it is something we all need a lot of. 
Listen to the following verses: 

Neh. 12:43 "Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for 
God had made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the 
children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off." 

Psalm 149:5 "Let the saints be joyful in glory; Let them sing aloud on their 
beds." 

Galatians 5:22 "But the fruit of the Spirit is....joy...." 

 

1 John 1:4 "And these things we write to you that your joy may be full." 

 



Romans 12:15 "Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 

who weep." 

 

Proverb 24:17 "Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let 

your heart be glad when he stumbles;" 

 

1 Corinthians 13:6 "(Love) does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in 

the truth;" 

Philippians 4:4 "Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!" 

1 Thessalonians 5:16 "Rejoice always." 

 

TRANSITION—It is clear from the Scripture as we have heard, that we are 

to be a people of joy. So how do we do it? Now let me share with you three 
simple statements about Joy: 

The first statement concerning joy is: 

1. YOU CAN CHOOSE IT 

Ps. 32:11 "Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for 

joy, all ye that are upright in heart." [Command to be joyful] 

Ps. 5:11 "But let all those that put their trust in Thee rejoice: let them ever 
shout for joy, because Thou defendest them: let them also that love Thy 
name be joyful in Thee." 

Ps. 16:11 "Thou wilt show me the path of life: in Thy presence is fulness 
of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." 

As You follow the Holy Spirit He will produce in you His fruit (Gal. 5:22), 
one of which is JOY. 



Make the joy choice. Ask God to fill you with His Holy Spirit. Look at the 
word of God and say “This is the truth!” I can rejoice. Look at your 
circumstances and do a little preaching to them and to yourself, like: 

-Jesus is still Lord! 
-God is for me not against me! 
-He will not leave me nor forsake me! 
-He is working all things together for good! 
-He is not a man that He should lie! 
-My God shall supply all my needs according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. 
-I can do all thing through Christ who is my strength! 

You can always rejoice in the fact that God is still God and everything that 
has ever been true about Him is still true! No exceptions! You can choose 
to rejoice by looking at the truth of who He is and what He has promised He 
would do for you. 

The second statement concerning joy is: 

2. YOU CAN USE IT 

Neh. 8:10 "The joy of the LORD is your strength." 

Joy is for your benefit. It is something you need and that you can use 
in your life. 

THINK ABOUT IT: Trust that there are things that you cannot see that God 
is doing that you would rejoice over if you knew. 
 
Nehemiah reminds us that there is a power in joy. It is like a vitamin taken 
to make us strong. It is a gateway through which God’s power can flow 
through us. We can rejoice because God knows what we don’t and He can 
do what we can’t. We get the last laugh on the Devil. 

Illus-- It’s like the story I heard about  a school teacher injured his back and 
had to wear a plaster cast around the upper part of his body. It fit under his 
shirt and was not noticeable at all. On the first day of the term, still with the 
cast under his shirt, he found himself assigned to the toughest students in 
school. 
 



Walking confidently into the rowdy classroom, he opened the window as 
wide as possible and then busied himself with desk work. The classroom 
became a bit unruly and he admonished them. This happened several 
times. 
 
When he could do work at his desk, the strong breeze from the window 
made his tie flap annoyingly. He kept rearranging and rearranging the tie as 

the class raised it's level of unruliness. 
 
Finally, becoming disgusted with the wayward tie, he stood up and took a 
big stapler off his desk and stapled the tie to his chest in several places. 
 
Discipline was not a problem from that day forth. 

Transition—We too have God as our unseen covering protecting us and 
we can stand up before the Devil and show him we are unaffected by him. 
We can rejoice. 

Listen to what Paul wrote: 
2 Corinthians 7:4 "Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my 
boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort. I am exceedingly joyful in 
all our tribulation." 

In our tough times as well as our good times, joy will be a great source of 
power and strength against trouble and the enemy. We can use it to the 
glory of God and our own good. 

The third statement concerning joy is: 

3. YOU CAN LOSE IT 

Let me share some ways we lose our joy: 

A. When we harbor unconfessed sin 

David had been in sin and lost his joy. 

Ps. 51:12 "Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with 
Thy free Spirit." 

B. When we cause conflict and lose our peace 



Proverb 12:20 "Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, But 
counselors of peace have joy." 

Quote -- The only thing worse than not having joy is stealing someone 

else's. 

Illus--A new business was opening and one of the owner's friends 

wanted 

to send flowers for the occasion. 

 

They arrived at the new business site and the owner read the card; 

it said "Rest in Peace". 

 

The owner was angry and called the florist to complain. After he 

had told the florist of the obvious mistake and how angry he was, 

the florist said. 

 

"Sir, I'm really sorry for the mistake, but rather than getting 

angry you should imagine this: somewhere there is a funeral taking 

place today, and they have flowers with a note saying, 

"Congratulations on your new location". 

Transition--Well, we do need to learn to rest in peace don’t we?  If we 
don’t, then we will lose not only our peace and our joy as well! 

 

C. When we treat people unfairly 

Proverb 21:15 "It is a joy for the just to do justice, But destruction will come 
to the workers of iniquity." 

 
 

CONCLUSION— So here is what we should do: 



1. Let’s all make the choice to rejoice right now as looking to the Holy Spirit as 
the supplier of our joy. We do not manufacture it ourselves. We choose to 
believe God’s word and God’s outcome. 
2. If we have lost our joy, let’s repent and confess our sin and ask God to 
restore our joy. 

3. Let’s now use the joy the Lord gives us as a source of power to 

overcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PLACE ON THE  

OTHER SIDE OF JORDAN 
BY Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles: 

3 Crossover Truths 

Getting Over the Right Things 

How to Cause a Collapse 

Promise Land Planning 

 

INRODUCTION – Many think of crossing the Jordan as leaving life on 

earth to enjoy life in heaven. The other side of Jordan is where the 

Promised Land is, right?  

 

So many of the old hymns that we sing remind us of going to the 

promised land. They usually refer to the Promised Land as Heaven…. 

that place that we are all headed when we will finally escape all the 

troubles of earth here below. 

 

Johnny Cash sang a song, “I am Bound for the Promised Land” and the 

third verse goes… 

 

No chilling winds or poisonous breath 

Can reach that healthful shore; 

Sickness and sorrow, pain and death, 

Are felt and feared no more. 

 



I am bound for the promised land, 

I am bound for the promised land; 

Oh who will come and go with me? 

I am bound for the promised land. 

 

It really is a beautiful song that lets us hear a yearning from our souls 

for Heaven, but truthfully, the Promised Land does not speak of 

Heaven. 

 

Most people when they think back to the Old Testament Promised Land 

think of the land of Canaan which was a land flowing with milk and 

honey, where people got houses they did not build and vineyards they 

did not plant. We think of the wealth and possessions of Canaan just 

waiting on God’s people. The Promised Land did have those things.  

 

But what we must remember as well, is that the Promised Land was 

also a place where the enemy was entrenched and had to be removed. 

A place where there were big swords, and spears, and iron chariots. 

There were giants in the land, walled cities, and well equipped armies. 

In other words, it was a place of warfare. God’s people would have to 

fight in order to possess the land. 

 

For we New Testament believers, who have the Old Testament stories 

as our examples, crossing over Jordan into the place of promise is the 

picture of exiting the self life and entering into the spirit-filled life. It is 

leaving the wilderness wanderings of our own selfish fleshly ways to 

enter into the abundance of blessing and victory that is to be our 

experience as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.   



 

TRANSITION-- As such it is the place also where spiritual warfare is 

necessary to experience all that is available to us. With this analogy in 

mind there are many lessons we can learn about possessing the place 

of promise in our lives. Today we will look at just  three observations 

about crossing over to the other side of Jordan-- 

 

First, I remind you: 

 

1. IT IS THE PLACE WHERE THE ENEMY FEARS US 

Listen to the report that Rahab to the spies who were sent into Jericho. 

 

Joshua 2: 8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the 

roof, 9 and said to the men: “I know that the LORD has given you the 

land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants 

of the land are fainthearted because of you. 10 For we have heard how 

the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out 

of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were 

on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly 

destroyed. 11 And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; 

neither did there remain any more courage in anyone because of you, 

for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth 

beneath. 

 

-Because of what happened in Egypt, the enemy was already afraid of 

the children of Israel.  



-Because of what happened at Calvary the enemy is already afraid of 

us. 

-The enemy already knows the power of God and what He can do. He 

just doesn’t want you to know. He knows that we will not know the 

power of God without faith, so he attacks our faith by releasing his fear.  

-The truth is, the enemy is afraid of us and wants to deceive us to be 

afraid of him.  

-We must learn that we simply enforce the victory of Calvary upon the 

enemy. When we go forth in Jesus name, it is Jesus the enemy has to 

reckon with. The child of God robed in the righteousness of Jesus Christ 

who knows who he or she is in Christ, will walk in Victory. 

 

2. IT IS THE PLACE WHERE GOD GOES BEFORE US 

Joshua 3: 14 So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross 

over the Jordan, with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before 

the people, 15 and as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and 

the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water 

(for the Jordan overflows all its banks during the whole time of 

harvest), 16 that the waters which came down from upstream stood 

still, and rose in a heap very far away at Adam, the city that is beside 

Zaretan. So the waters that went down into the Sea of the Arabah, the 

Salt Sea, failed, and were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite 

Jericho. 17 Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all Israel 

crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely 

over the Jordan. 

 



Notice the priests bore the Ark of the Covenant and when they stepped 

into the Jordan, it parted. This is a beautiful picture of God going before 

the people. Here are some lessons from this: 

1. SPIRIT LED --The people followed the presence of the Lord. Romans 

8:14 reminds us we are to be led by the Holy Spirit. We are not to 

follow the latest fads but the presence of God. 

 

2. INTERCESSION--The Priests bore the Ark. As priests of God, we go 

before the people as intercessors. Prayer paves the way for God’s 

people to experience all God has for them. 

 

3. FAITH – They had to step into a swollen river bearing the Ark. We all 

know how treasured the Ark was, so it took a lot of faith to step out 

into a flooded river with such a treasure. When their feet touched the 

water, God went to work. It always will require faith to cross over. 

Everything else can be place. The procession can be ready. The Ark can 

be ready. The priest can be ready. The army can be ready. The people 

can be ready. BUT before all of them move across, somebody has to 

take a step in the face of an impossibility. 

 

3. IT IS THE PLACE WHERE ENEMY STRUCTURES COLLAPSE 

Joshua 6:1 Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of 

Israel; none went out, and none came in. 2 And the LORD said to 

Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the 

mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the city, all you men of 

war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six days. 4 

And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the 

ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, 



and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It shall come to pass, when 

they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the 

sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; 

then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up 

every man straight before him.” 1 Now Jericho was securely shut up 

because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none came in. 2 

And the LORD said to Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, 

its king, and the mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the city, 

all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall 

do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ 

horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the 

city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It shall come 

to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when 

you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with 

a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the 

people shall go up every man straight before him.” 

 

Thoughts: 

What would have been Man’s strategies to bring down the walls? 

Lay seige, build ramps, tunnel under, starve them out, ravage their 

land, etc. It would have taken months or years to do this? 

 

What was God’s way of bringing down the walls? 

-Get a worship band of seven trumpets. 

-For six days, the band and the army of Israel will walk around the city 

one time and not open their mouths. 



-On day seven, they will march seven times, then blow the trumpets 

with one long blast, and then shout and the walls will fall flat. 

 

Isaiah 55:8“ For My thoughts are not your thoughts,  

      Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 

Proverbs 3:  5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  

      And lean not on your own understanding;  

       6 In all your ways acknowledge Him,  

      And He shall direct your paths. 

 

Notice that God required the people to be very organized, but then 

what He did through them could never be “organized”. We must realize 

that we need to organized and have a structure to what we do, but we 

are not to look to that structure to do what needs to be done. It will be 

the Spirit of God working through obedience and faith that will get the 

job done!  

 

It is our obedience through which God will work to bring the victory. 

When it does not make sense, it is harder to obey isn’t it? 

ILLUS--OBEDIENCE IS THE KEY-- Arabian horses go through rigorous training 
in the deserts of the Middle East. The trainers require absolute obedience 
from the horses, and test them to see if they are completely trained. The 
final test is almost beyond the endurance of any living thing. The trainers 
force the horses to do without water for many days. Then he turns them 
loose and of course they start running toward the water, but just as they get 
to the edge, ready to plunge in and drink, the trainer blows his whistle. The 
horses who have been completely trained and who have learned perfect 
obedience, stop. They turn around and come pacing back to the trainer. 
They stand there quivering, wanting water, but they wait in perfect 



obedience. When the trainer is sure that he has their obedience he gives 
them a signal to go back to drink. 

Now this may be severe but when you are on the trackless desert of Arabia 
and your life is entrusted to a horse, you had better have a trained obedient 
horse. We must accept God's training and obey Him. (Source unknown) 

GOD’S WAYS  ARE OFTEN PUZZLING AND UNORTHODOX WHEN IT 

COMES TO CROSSING OVER INTO NEW TERRITORY. 

 

Consider His strategies used among His people to take the Promised 

Land: 

-Send hornets in to drive them out 

-Send foolishness upon them to come out and fight on the plains 

-Cause them to form alliance and come together so that more than one 

city could be conquered at one time. 

-God’s ways expedited the end result. It could have taken 150 years to 

occupy Canaan by conventional methods but God sped it up. 

 

God can speed things up when we will acknowledge the ways He wants 

to do things. 

 

 

CONCLUSION—There are many more such observations that can be 

made from the book of Joshua as to how God moved and worked 

among His people to bring them into their inheritance and promise, but 

we will stop with these three. Think about your own life.  

 



-Are you struggling with an area of fear? Has the enemy convinced you 

that He is stronger than you are? Remember, you are in Christ. You are 

enforcing a victory already won. The truth is, the enemy is afraid of 

what would happen, if you realized who you are in Christ. It’s not about 

you, it’s about Jesus in you. Do you know Jesus? 

 

-Are you living with the awareness that God’s presence is with you? The 

Holy Spirit lives inside of you. The way you heighten your awareness of 

this is through worship. Do you need to develop more of a worship 

conscience in order to be more aware of the truth that God goes before 

you? You are not alone! 

 

-Whatever wall you are needing to fall, can fall! What is the wall 

between you and what God says is yours? Learn to listen and obey God. 

The walls fell for Israel, when they simply spoke when God said to 

speak and were silent when God said to be silent. God will give you 

some things to “shout” and some steps to take to see those walls fall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXTRA SERMON STARTER 

HOW TO ENCOURAGE OTHERS 
by Eddie Lawrence 

 

1. LISTENING (James 1:19) 

 

 

 

2. EMPATHIZING (Romans 12:15) 

 

 

 

 

3. COMFORTING (2Cor. 1:3-4) 

 

 

 

 

4. CARRYING BURDENS (Gal. 6:2) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5. ENCOURAGING (1Thess. 5:1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOW TO DELIGHT YOURSELF IN THE LORD 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.MIn 

 

 

INTRODUCTION –How many of you here today would be interested in 

how to get God to give you what you want? Hmmmmm! Let me ask 

another question. How many of you here today would be interested in 

knowing what God wants for you and learning how to get that? Yeah, 

that is the best one isn’t it? We can have our own desires or we can 

have the higher desires which are what God desires for us. 

 

Quote -- I heard someone once say, “God’s will is what we would want 

for ourselves if we truly had enough sense to know what to want.” 

 

TEXT--Psalm 37: 4  Delight yourself also in the Lord,  And He shall give 

you the desires of your heart.  5  Commit your way to the Lord,  Trust 

also in Him,  And He shall bring [it] to pass. 

 

desire =  The above verse speaks of the legitimate desires of your heart. 

The desires that are in alignment with God’s plans and purposes for 

your life. Desires that will not lead you away from Him. 

 

Psalm 81: 11  "But My people would not heed My voice,  And Israel 

would [have] none of Me.  12  So I gave them over to their own 

stubborn heart,  To walk in their own counsels. 

 



desires = The  above verse  speaks illegitimate desires (counsels) of 

your heart. They are rooted in stubbornness that is set on wanting 

something that God does not want for you.  

 

TRANSITION -- To delight yourself in the Lord means that you will 

delight in what God delights. The good news is God loves to delight his 

children with His delights. Let’s look at a few different passages of 

Scripture and draw some applications from them concerning delighting 

ourselves in the Lord and what it means to commit our way to Him: 

 

5 Things involved in delighting in the Lord 

 

1. Broken Over Sin 

Psalm 51: 16  For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give [it];  

You do not delight in burnt offering.  17  The sacrifices of God [are] a 

broken spirit,  A broken and a contrite heart-- These, O God, You will not 

despise. 

 

The above passage shows a wrong heart condition toward worship and 

sin. The people would come to worship but their heart was not in what 

they were doing. They would endure but not enjoy the worship service. 

If we don’t get something out of the worship service it is because of the 

condition of our own heart. It is not always because of sorry preaching. 

 



Illus--In this passage David was harboring sin in his heart. During this 

time David would worship but it meant nothing. Sin breaks our 

fellowship with God. 

 

Confession means you have the same attitude about sin that God does. 

God hates sin. You cannot condone sin and delight in the Lord. 

 

Illus--Young single men, Would you ask a beautiful lady to dance with 

you if she had a skunk on her shoulder? No! God is not going to do the 

two step with us when there’s sin in our hearts. He still loves us, but if 

we love the skunk more than we love Him, then He will allow the skunk 

to have the dance until you get tired of the skunk. No matter what you 

call it, it is still a skunk and it still stinks! 

 

When we sin we are to plead guilty! 

You cannot enjoy God and sin at the same time. If you are not enjoying 

your walk with the Lord, it may because there is something in your life 

that you are not calling sin that God is. May we become broken over 

the thing that causes our fellowship with God to be broken. 

 

2. YOU MUST BE DOING THE WILL OF GOD   

Psalm 41: 8  I delight to do Your will, O my God,  And Your law [is] 

within my heart." 

 

A few examples of the General Will of God: 



1. People to be saved 2 Peter 3: 

This means I should witness 

2. Sanctification 1 Thess. 4:3 

This means I should grow in my worship and walk with God 

3. Give Thanks 1 Thess. 5:18 

This means I need to possess an attitude of gratitude. Not a grouch or a 

critic.  

4.  Living Sacrifice Rom. 12:1-2 

This means I need to learn how to give myself in service to God and 

others. 

 

If I don’t do these I will not be delighting in the Lord which in turn will 

bring the fulfillment of the desires of my heart. We need to learn to 

discern what the will of the Lord is and do it. We discern by the Holy 

Spirit and the Word of God. That brings us to the next item. 

 

3. SPENDING TIME WITH HIM IN THE WORD 

Psalm 1:2  But his delight [is] in the law of the Lord,  And in His law he 

meditates day and night.  3  He shall be like a tree  Planted by the rivers 

of water,  That brings forth its fruit in its season,  Whose leaf also shall 

not wither;  And whatever he does shall prosper. 

 

Look at the benefits listed in the above verse when you delight in the 

teachings of Scripture: 

A. Nourishment from the river 



3  He shall be like a tree  Planted by the rivers of water,   

 
B. Consistent fruitfulness and productivity 

That brings forth its fruit in its season,   

 
C.  Continual Blessing  

Whose leaf also shall not wither; 

 

D.  Favor and Prosperity in life 

And whatever he does shall prosper. 

 

Obviously, the above are desires we would want in our lives and they 

are promises to us when we root our lives in the Word of God. 

 

4. MUST BE HONEST 

Proverbs 11:1  Dishonest scales [are] an abomination to the Lord,  But a 

just weight [is] His delight. 

20  Those who are of a perverse heart [are] an abomination to the Lord,  

But [the] blameless in their ways [are] His delight. 

 

A. We must be honest with God 

David in Psalm 51 says that the Lord desires truth in the inmost parts. In 

our hearts we need to learn to be really honest with ourselves. We 

need to learn to check our motives. 



 

B. We must be honest with people. 

Dishonest scales speaks of cheating someone in order to gain the 

advantage or to come out on “top.”  It is stealing through deception. A 

hold up using an invisible gun. The person may never know it? But you 

do and God does! So your conscience and His Spirit both begin to work 

on you. You cannot rest, you cannot delight in anything. 

 

Do you cheat at school? 

Do you steal from work? 

Do you beat the time clock? 

Have you given your tithe? 

 

When you cheat, you cheat yourself out of delighting in the Lord. It is a 

blockade to seeing the desires of a pure heart realized.  

 

We must be straight up with God and people. He does not delight in 

our attempts to hoodwink Him or people. 

 

 

5. PRAYER 

Proverbs 15: 8  The sacrifice of the wicked [is] an abomination to the 

Lord,  But the prayer of the upright [is] His delight. 

 



There are two things here to note in regard to this teaching: 

1. The wicked can bring a sacrifice to the Lord thinking it will please 

Him, but it does the opposite. God wants the heart of man not the 

sacrifices of man. The sacrifice of man that God wants is the man 

himself—his heart. So we see that to discover the delight of the Lord it 

requires operating at the heart level. 

 

2. Prayer delights the Lord. He loves for his kids to talk to Him and He 

loves to talk to His kids. We know this is true in the human dimension. 

You find the wellspring of God’s delight when you begin to commune 

with Him and converse with Him through prayer. 

 

6. HONOR THE MEANING OF SABBATH IN YOUR LIFE 

Isaiah 58: 13  "If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath,  [From] 

doing your pleasure on My holy day,  And call the Sabbath a delight,  

The holy [day] of the Lord honorable,  And shall honor Him, not doing 

your own ways,  Nor finding your own pleasure,  Nor speaking [your] 

[own] words,  14  Then you shall delight yourself in the Lord; 

 

Sabbath = rest from works 

 

The way that the O.T. saints honored the sabbath was a living 

testimony to their God.   

 



Now in the New Covenant, the Lord’s Day is the first day of the week. It 

is a good thing to gather with believers and encourage each other 

(Hebrews 10L25) 

BUT more importantly the Sabbath for us now is a continual rest. It 

speaks of learning to live each day in the rest of Christ. This is what the 

writer of Hebrews wrote so much about. We need to learn to enter his 

rest. It is not by works of righteousness which we have done. 

 

Delighting in the Lord is more than having one day in the week when 

you are off work and you gather with other believers and worship. It is 

about realizing you are off work every day in the sense that you cannot 

earn God’s salvation or merit his approval by “your” works. It is learning 

to rest in the finished work of Christ that demonstrates we are living in 

the  “new beginning.” We no longer have to strife but we can rest in 

Christ. This is a powerful testimony to the world around us who are 

sweating bullets as they face circumstances. We can rest in Christ. 

 

The New Covenant believer is able to experience “rest” even in his 

“work.” The rest of the soul that Jesus brings to the human heart 

(Matthew 11:28-29) 

 

 

 

What are some noble desires that should fill all our hearts here today? 

1. To be a growing Christian 

I don’t want to be stagnant. People will not drink from stagnant waters. 



 

-If you delight yourself in the Lord, you can be a growing Christian 

regardless of the circumstances in your life. 

 

-When you delight yourself in the Lord He is your focus and not your 

circumstances. 

 

2. To have a godly family 

Therefore I must delight myself in the Lord. The best thing we can each 

do for our family, is to delight ourselves in the Lord. If our happiness is 

rooted in Jesus, then our family will be impacted in a way that will bring 

great blessing upon them. 

 

3. To be part of a growing church family 

Yes we need to all be connected in spiritual community. There is a 

corporate life flow from Christ receive through this. We each have 

something to deposit and to receive from each other. We are stronger 

when we are together. 

 

4. To glorify God 

Of course, this is the chief end of man. This is why we exist. This is what 

we will do throughout eternity. It brings a delight that is immeasurable. 

We are the most centered in the purpose of our existence when we are 

living to glorify Him! 

Matthew 6:33 



 

CONCLUSION -- Let’s make sure we have the right desires. The way we 

can be sure that our desires are right is to delight ourselves in the Lord. 

The right delight births the right desire. The right desire brings the right 

result. Let me conclude with an admonition from Jesus: 

 

John 13: 17  "If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEADFAST AND ESTABLISHED 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.MIn 

 

Col 2:4 And this I say, lest any man should bequile you with enticing 

words.   (5) For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the 

spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your 

faith in Christ. (6)  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, 

so walk ye in him:   (7)   Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in 

the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

(8) Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 

after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 

after Christ. (9) For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 

bodily. (10) And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 

principality and power:…(NKJV) 

 

Summary: In the above passage, Paul calls upon the Colossians to be steadfast in their faith in order to avoid being deceived  by philosophy, 
tradition, persuasive speech and the like. The faith life is rooted in relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Anything that pulls us away from 
dependence upon him is definitely not from him. We live the Christian life in the same way we started it, by placing our trus t in Jesus and in him 
alone. 

 

THE SAME WAY WE ARE SAVED IS THE SAME WAY WE SHOULD LIVE. 

 

TRANSITION -- In order to be steadfast and established we must: 

 

1.  WE MUST GUARD AGAINST HUMAN REASONING 

Verse 4 



beguile=to deceive by false reckoning, reasoning. The word was used in 

the papyri of a state library who had shown a willingness to “make a 

wrong use of” certain documents. It is the idea of miscalulating. 

 

Persuasive speech=The word was used in the papyri in a court case of 

those who sought persuasive words to keep things that had been 

obtained by robbery. English—to talk somebody into something. Illus—

The shopping network. 

 

Satan beguiled Eve – He is a super salesman like the following guy: 

 

Illus-- Some people are a little too easily persuaded. A clerk in a 

department store had broken a long-standing sales record. "How did 

you do it?" his boss asked. "Well," the clerk said, "a customer came in 

and I sold him some fishhooks. 'You'll need a line for those hooks,' I said 

to him, and he bought some line. Then I told him, 'You'll want a rod to 

go with that line.' So he bought the rod. So I said, 'You ought to have a 

boat so you can use your rod in deep water,' and the guy bought a boat. 

When I told him that he needed a boat trailer, he said, 'Well, I'll take 

one of those, too.' Finally, I said, 'How are you going to pull that boat 

without a car?' and guess what! He bought my car, too!" The manager 

said, "But I assigned you to the greeting card department." The 

salesman said, "I know that. This guy came in for a get-well card for his 

girlfriend, who had a broken hip. When I heard that I said to him, 'You 

haven't got anything to do for six weeks, so you might as well go 

fishing.' " (source unknown) 

 



Examples of being beguiled to disbelieve in God 

-Evolution 

-Cessation of miracles. This robs humanity of a belief in the greatest 

miracle there is—the miracle of salvation. 

 

Gen.3—serpent beguiled Eve 

2 Cor. 10:3-5 – We are to cast down imaginations and thoughts that rise 

above the knowledge of God. We are to submit to what the Word says 

about God instead of submitting the Word to what we say about God. 

Is. 55:8—God’s ways are different than ours. 

Prov. 3:7 -- It doesn’t have to make sense to be God. 

 

2. FAITH HAS AN ORDER TO IT. 

Verse 5 For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the 

spirit, joying and beholding your order, and the stedfastness of your 

faith in Christ. 

 

It moves as an army toward Jesus. It refuses to take orders from any 

other. 

 

 

Order and steadfastness—military terms that speak of ordered as in 

ranks and putting up a solid front. 

 



Verse 6   As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 

in him:    

 

We live the way we were saved.   

A. HEAR (hear the truth from the Word) 

B.BELIEVE (We believe that what it says is true and decide to act on it) 

C. REPENT (We change our mind to embrace the truth and turn from 

the lie we have been believing) 

D. GOD RESPONDS (God empowers us with the grace to live in out) 

 

3.  JESUS IS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR FAITH 

Verse 7   Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye 

have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

 

 

Rooted and built up in him —The word was used in the metaphor of 

the building and pictured the firm and solid foundation. The perfect 

tense points to the past completed action with the continuing results or 

condition. 

 

established—present tense, becoming more and more established. 

By your faith—can be instrumental and mean Faith would be as the 

cement in the building. 

 



4.  WATCH OUT FOR FAITH-KNAPPERS 

Verse 8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 

deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 

not after Christ. 

Spoil—carry off captive or as a spoil, to kidnap, to carry away from the 

truth into the slavery of error. 

Illus--A man was walking along the street late one evening when he was 

approached by a beggar. "Can you please help me?" the man asked? 

"Would you give me some money for some food to a poor man. I don't 

have a possession to my name, except this gun that's in my hand." 

 

John 10:10 

THE DEVIL’S JOB IS TO TALK YOU OUT OF A BLESSING! 

 

5. FAITH KNOWS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS GOD 

 

Verse 9) For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  

 

Dwelleth—to settle down and to be at home. Present tense means he 

continues to possess it.  He was and is absolute perfect God. It refers to 

his human body as well. 

 

Illus-- H. L. Hunt made millions of dollars as a Texas oilman. He was an 

aggressive businessman who had little regard for time. His chief 

confidant said he was just as apt to call in the middle of the night as he 



was to call in the middle of the day. One night Hunt called at 2:00 a.m. 

and said, "John, I just made the greatest trade of my life. I traded the 

here for the hereafter." That was the night H. L. Hunt had become a 

Christian. "Bivocational Ministers," Paul Powell 

 

The greatest truth in the world is to know who Jesus is and what He has 

done for us! We must not allow the world to be cheated out of knowing 

this great truth. 

 

6. FAITH KNOWS ALL WE NEED WE ALREADY HAVE 

(10) And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality 

and power:… 

 

Complete—perfect tense indicates the abiding result of our 

completeness through union with the exalted Christ. 

 

Question -- If a Savior leaves you as you are, from what has He saved 

you?  

 —Rev. Denny Brake 

 

Illus- A little boy was standing on the sidewalk in the middle of a block. 

He was obviously waiting for something. An older man approached him 

and asked what he was waiting for. The little guy confidently told the 

older man that he was waiting for the bus. The man laughed and said 

the bus stop was in the next block. The boy acknowledged that fact but 

insisted the bus would stop for him right there. The older man became 



annoyed at what he thought was insolence. He raised his voice and told 

the boy he better start walking if he hoped to ride that bus. The boy 

politely turned down the suggestion and said he would wait for the bus 

where he stood. The man fumed at the little boy and started walking 

off. Before the man was too far away, he heard the screeching of 

brakes. He turned around and couldn't believe his eyes. The bus was 

actually stopping for the little boy. The bus door opened and the 

youngster started to board. Just before he did, he turned toward the 

man down the street and yelled, "My daddy is the bus driver." Our 

heavenly Father cares for his children in ways that seem impossible to 

those who don't understand his love."God's Outrageous Claims," Lee Strobel, Seeds Tape 

Ministry, July 8, 1990 

 

Conclusion – May we all endeavor to become established in these 

truths so that our lives will be rooted on the right foundation of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Dear believing friend, are you struggling with any of these areas? Why 

not ask your loving Heavenly Father to give you grace? Why not turn 

away from what is holding you back and let your faith move you 

forward? 

 

There may be others, who have yet to trust Christ with your lives? Have 

you given your life to Christ? Would you like to do so right now….. 

 

 

 



Breaking the Power of Deception 

Understanding the War Against Your Mind 
by Eddie Lawrence, D.MIn 

(The following message was originally in powerpoint form. It can 

easily be inserted into powerpoint. Each bold heading is a new slide) 

 

KEY PASSAGES 

Col 2:13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision 

of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you 

all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements 

that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out 

of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed 

principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them in it.  

 

Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and 

conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,… 

 

Note—HE HAS DELIVERED US… 

Some Facts about Your Salvation 

• Who does not have you? 
He has delivered us from the power of darkness 

 

• Who does have you? 
and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love 



 

Get this… 

• You are not to fear the Devil. His power has been broken through 
the cross. 
 

• You should be aware of how he can get to you if you allow him. 
 

 

What the Devil wants… 

• As a believer, he wants to mess up your life. 
• The only way he can do that is through the power of deception. 
• His entry point of deception is your carnal mind. 

 

Your mind is the target… 

• He wants you to want something you should not want. 
• So that you will do something you should not do. 

 

Three stumbling blocks… 

• 1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 
For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life — is not of the Father but is of the 
world. 

An Illustration… 

• A man paralyzed from the neck down. 
• Can he hurt you? 
• He can try to talk you into hurting yourself. 



• It is only through sowing thoughts into your mind that he can 
possibly hurt you. He is powerless to hurt you otherwise. 

• It is the power of our thoughts that Satan wants to control. 
 

Think about it… 

• It is your thoughts that produce your actions. 
• By controlling your thought life, the enemy can control your 

actions. 
• This is how he destroys people. 

 

The power of knowing truth… 

 

John 8:31Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide 

in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  32 And you shall know the 

truth, and the truth shall make you free."   

 

Note – It is not just truth but known truth that makes us free. It is truth 

that becomes a part of our life experience. 

 

The process of liberation 

1. The truth that we hear from God’s Word,  

2. choose to walk obediently in,  

3. that disciples us into conformity with the mind of Christ, 

4. becomes a part of our life experience 

5. resulting in freedom in the area of our life it touches. 

 



SO WE NEED TO GET INTO THE WORD AND LET THE WORD GET INTO 

US! 

 

How to study and apply the Word… 

• Read the Word 
• Study the Word 
• Meditate on the Word 
• Obey the Word 
• Share the Word 
• The Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit. It is how we enforce 

the truth in our lives. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE TREE AND THE SEED 
By Eddie Lawrence, D.MIn 

(The following message was originally in powerpoint form. It can 

easily be inserted into powerpoint. Each bold heading is a new slide) 

 

Key Passage  

  James 3:1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, 

knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. 2 For we all stumble 

in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect 

man, able also to bridle the whole body.  

The Principle of the Seed 

   Gen 1:11 Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb 

that yields seed , and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, 

whose seed is in itself, on the earth"; and it was so. 12 And the earth 

brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and 

the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. 

And God saw that it was good. 13 So the evening and the morning were 

the third day.  

 

Choose The Right Tree 

 The tree you eat from determines the fruit you eat. 
 The fruit you eat determines the seed that you eat. 
 The seed that you eat determines what grows in your heart. 
 What grows in your heart comes out your mouth. 
 What comes out your mouth is what you will experience in your 

life. 
 



The Choice 

 Adam and Eve had a choice. 
 They could eat from the tree of life as God commanded and enjoy 

life. 
 They could eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

that God forbade and experience death. 
 Another force worked against them to choose the wrong tree. 

 

The Battle of the Seeds 

Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity  

Between you and the woman, 

And between your seed and her Seed ; 

He shall bruise your head, 

And you shall bruise His heel." 

 

Our Words are Powerful 

Proverbs 18:20 A man's stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of his 

mouth; 

From the produce of his lips he shall be filled.  

21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue, 

And those who love it will eat its fruit. 

 

Warfare Truth 

 The enemy knows if he can get you saying the wrong things then 
he can get you doing the wrong things. 



(John Bunyan’s vision of the man throwing water on a flame. He 

thought he was throwing water but it was really kerosene. What he 

threw on the fire actually made it worse.) 

 A lot of temptation has to do with what your tongue is going to 
say. 
(There is great warfare over your words. Don’t just think about 

what you are going to say. Pray about what you are going to say.) 

 You sow seed when you speak. 
 Once they ate from the wrong tree the force that worked against 

them began to work within them. 
(We plant the weeds caused by the curse when we misspeak.) 

 

The Seed Determines the Fruit 

 What you speak sows the seed that will be your future harvest. 
 What you speak is a catalogue of what you are going to receive in 

the mail. 
 What you confess with your mouth is what you will possess in 

your life. 
 

The Incorruptible Seed 

   1 Peter 1:22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth 

through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another 

fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of 

corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives 

and abides forever,   24 because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory 

of man as the flower of thegrass. The grass withers, And its flower falls 

away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures forever."  

 



 

The Seed Stealer 

  Matt 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does 

not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what 

was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.  

The Seed is the Word of God 

 

Think About It! 

 Why doesn’t the enemy want the Word in your heart? 
 Why does he not bother with the bad seed that you take in? 
 Why is all the warfare over the seed of the Word that enters your 

life? 
 Have you ever experienced warfare while trying to have a 

consistent quiet time? Why? 
 

The Natural and the Spiritual 

 What you eat determines the health of your body. 
 Illus-Carcinogens 
 The health of your body impacts what you can do with your life. 
 Your spiritual intake is what determines your future. 

 

The Mouth Reveals What the Heart Conceals 

  Luke 6:44 For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not 

gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble 

bush.  45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth 

good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart  brings forth 

evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.   



 

The Process of the Seed 

 Words are seed sown into the heart. 
 Seed in the heart work the same as seed in the ground. 
 They take root. 
 They use the strength of the surrounding soil. 
 They began to surface. 
 They bear fruit. 
 They expand and multiply to other places.  
ILLUSTRATION –(not on a screen in powerpoint) 

There was once a Lion who came across three bulls: a red bull, a white bull and a 
black bull. The Lion tried to attack them but because they were strong together 
he decided to bide his time. He befriended the bulls and told them he was 
protecting them. 

One day he called the Red Bull and the Black Bull and said ”My friends I am really 
concerned for you.” 
“Why?” they asked. The Lion responded “The White Bull represents a threat to 
you; he stands out with his complexion and he is going to make you a target for 
other predators and hunters; the lives of both of you at risk, let me eliminate 
him.” 

The Red Bull and Black Bull agreed, after all the Lion was their sincere friend and 
King of the Jungle. The lion attacked the white bull and, because noone came to 
his help, he was defeated. The lion ate him. 

A few weeks went by and the Lion called the Black Bull over and gives him the 
same speech ”The Red Bull represents a threat to you by attracting attention, let 
me eliminate him and you will be safe.” 

The Black Bull agreed; he was a friend of the King of the Jungle so who cares 
about anyone else….So he allowed the Lion to kill and eat the Red Bull.  

A few days later the Lion confronted the Black Bull and said “Now it is your 
turn”…The Black Bull finally realised his mistake and said, ”I was killed the 



moment the white bull was killed." (http://www.therevival.co.uk/blogs/yaqub/the-lion-and-three-

bulls) 

 

 

The Big Picture 

Your Words Affect: 

 Your State of Being 
 Your Marriage 
 Your Children 
 Your Health 
 Your Finances 
 Your Future 
 What Do You Want in Life? 
 What tree are you eating from? 
 What seed are you reproducing? 
 Do you believe you will reap what you sow? 
 The good news is that you can choose to eat from the right tree! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Expanding the Realm of Your Possibilities 
By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

 

INTRODUCTION – I am going to share two verses with you that all 

contain the same phrase. The phrase is “all things are possible.” Here 

they are: 

 

Mark 10:27 (in reference to the rich young ruler and the difficulty of 

rich men putting God firtst) -- But Jesus looked at them and said, “With 

men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are 

possible.” 

 

Mark 9:23 -- Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are 

possible to him who believes.” 

 

QUOTE --In each of these statements (Mark 10:27, Mark 9:23), we find 

the words “all things are possible.” In the first passage, they are applied 

to God; in the second, they are applied to the one who believes. It is 

not too difficult, perhaps, to accept all things are possible to God. Can 

we equally accept that all things are possible to the one who believes? 

This is what Jesus told us. – Derek Prince, Faith to Live By 

 

Do you find it difficult that you could your impossible situation turned 

around through your belief? 

 



Illustrationby Demonstration-- I want you to help me make a decision 

this morning. I have three options and I want you to help me decide 

which would be best. Okay?  ( You will need to mock up some fake 

checks) 

 

Option One -- I have here a check. It is made out to me. It is made out 

for one million dollars. BUT there is no signature. 

 

Option Two -- I have here a check, it has been made out to me and it is 

signed but there is no amount that has been filled in. 

 

Option Three -- I have here a whole book of checks, they are simply 

blank checks. 

 

I tell you what, let me give you some more information to make an 

intelligent decision, all right?  

 

Option One -- is out unless the check will be signed by the right person 

who actually has a million dollars in the bank and wants you to have it. . 

If it's Bill Gates and he's willing to sign it, then it's good! 

 

Option Two -- Again, it depends on who signed it and what their heart 

toward you is. If their heart toward you is wide open and they have 

plenty of money, then you can fill in the amount and it's yours. 

 



Option Three -- A book of blank checks is useless except for two 

options. You can get temporary provision from them if you are a forger. 

Or, you can permanent provision, if the person's account who is on the 

check is loaded and has given you the authority to sign their name. So, 

let's say it's Bill Gates. The only condition required is that you never 

write a check and sign his name in a way that would misrepresent Him 

or HIs endeavors.  

 

With these conditions in mind, which of the three options, which would 

you choose? 

 

A. Would you take the million dollars? 

B. Would you take the one signed check that allows you to fill in the 

amount? 

C. Would you take the box of checks that allows you to sign Bill Gate's 

name whenever you like as long as it does not misrepresent His name 

or endeavors? 

 

THE POINT--We have been given access to the accounts in Heaven. We 

have been given authority to sign the checks with the name of Jesus. 

The parameters are that we do not use them in a way that 

misrepresents who he is or his endeavors. 

 

THE PATTERN OF JESUS 



This how Jesus operated when He left Heaven and came here. Through 

the Holy Spirit, he had access to God the Father and represented Him in 

the Earth. 

 

 

John 5:30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 

judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the 

Father which hath sent me. 

 

John 14:9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you 

have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; 

so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I 

am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I 

do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me 

does the works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in 

Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. 

 

SUMMARY OF THE PATTERN: (Phil. 2) 

-Jesus was God.  

-Jesus was Man. 

-Jesus came to do the will of the Father.  

-When he came, he emptied himself and became a man. 

-He lived in humility and obedience/ 

-He did what he did as a man full of the Holy Spirit. 

-He did what he did in full submission to the Father. 

-He did the impossible as a man, full of the Holy Spirit in obedience to 

God the Father. (John 5:30; John 14:10) 



-He attributed the works he did to His Father who dwelt in him. 

-He fulfilled all the righteous requirements of the law made for men 

because he was a man.  

-He prayed to His Father who could do the impossible to do them  

Mark 14:36 -- And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for 

You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but 

what You will.” 

 

 

JESUS I S OUR LIFE AND MINISTRY 

It is the same way that Jesus operated when he walked the earth, we 

are to operate now that He is in Heaven and we are here. 

 

 

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I 

go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I 

depart, I will send Him to you. 8 And when He has come, He will convict 

the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 of sin, 

because they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to 

My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler 

of this world is judged. 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 

now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide 

you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but 

whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 

He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 



15 All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will 

take of Mine and declare it to you. 

 

Jesus taught: 

1. It was to our advantage that he go back to the Father so that the 

Holy Spirit would come and fill us. 

2. The Holy Spirit works  through us would convict the world of sin, 

righteousness and judgment. 

3. The Holy Spirit guides us in all truth and conveys to us the words and 

heart of Jesus in relation to our growth and maturity. He knows what 

we can bear and when. 

4. He shows us things to come. This is the prophetic ministry of the Holy 

Spirit who can prepare us for what is coming through warnings, words, 

visions, dreams. 

5. He glorifies Jesus and relates Jesus heart of redemption to us. 

 

JESUS LIVES IN US 

The core truths of the Gospel are Jesus died but now Jesus lives! This is 

the truth Jesus drove home to his disciples after the resurrection. Listen 

to his rebuke and his charge to them. 

 

Mark 16:14 Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; 

and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did 

not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 15 And He said 

to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 

16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 



believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who 

believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with 

new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything 

deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, 

and they will recover.” 

 

19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into 

heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out 

and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming 

the word through the accompanying signs. Amen. 

 

SUPERNATURAL MINISTRY 

The above passage along with Matthew 28, Luke 24, and Acts 1 all point 

to the fact that Jesus used his authority he had been given to send his 

disciples out. He sent them out with the promise of supernatural power 

and enablement. He sent them out with the promise of his continued 

presence with them through the Holy Spirit.  

 

THE DIVINE LIFE FOR MAN 

In the New Testament we discover the incarnation of God -- Jesus. But, 

we also discover the entry into Divine life for man – we can live IN 

CHRIST. 

 

John 14: 19 “A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, 

but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that day you 

will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you 



 

Jesus taught his disciples about Divine union. He lived in before them 

and told them they would be entering into it with him. 

 

I am in My Father – His union with God the Father 

I in you -- The indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of a 

believer. Christ is here! This is the Spirit filled life. It is the place of the 

carrying out of Heaven's dictates and orders. We are representing Jesus 

on Earth. 

 

You in Me -- The union with Christ whereby we are seated in the 

Heavenlies. (Eph. 2:4-6) We are there! This is the seated life. It is the 

place of governance and rule. It operates by the policies and protocol of 

throne room living. Jesus is representing us in Heaven. 

 

The death of Jesus on the cross has made the possibility of Divine Union 

a reality. The Resurrected Life of Jesus is the reality of Divine Union. 

 

We not only have access but we have union with him. In his name, we 

draw upon the bank of Heaven so to speak. We are in him, and he is in 

us. In this union, his power can become our power, his wisdom can 

become our wisdom, his discernment can become ours. But if we do 

not know that we have a checking account, or that we cannot draw 

upon it, then we may live  our lives without utilizing the benefits that 

are ours in Christ. 

 



CONCLUSION -- When we begin to grow in our understanding of who 

we are in Him, then we find more understanding concerning how we 

can walk in the place where the impossible becomes possible. Every 

believer has occasions when they sense that God is with them and 

doing something through them that they cannot do themselves. This is 

the essence of Christianity. Christ in us, the hope of glory. Our lives are 

hid with Christ in God. There is a union with Him that we are to live in 

and experience and express to the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXTRA SERMON OUTLINE 

 

THE DIFFERENCE THAT PEACE MAKES 
By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

 

1. WHEN PEACE IS PRESENT THE MIND IS CHRIST- FOCUSED. 

Isaiah 26: 3You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on 

You,  

Because he trusts in You. 

Romans 8: 6For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually 

minded is life and peace. 

 

 

2. WHEN PEACE IS PRESENT THE HEART IS NOT TROUBLED. 

John 14: 27“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 

be afraid.” 

 

 

3. WHEN PEACE IS PRESENT YOUR SLEEP IS UNDISTURBED. 

Isaiah 57: 2He shall enter into peace; They shall rest in their beds, Each 

one walking in his uprightness. 

 



 

4. WHEN PEACE IS PRESENT WE ARE NOT EASILY OFFENDED. 

Psalm 119: 165Great peace have those who love Your law, And nothing 

causes them to stumble. 

 

 

5. WHEN PEACE IS PRESENT THE BLOOD HAS BEEN APPLIED. 

Colossians 1: 19For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness 

should dwell, 20and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace 

through the blood of His cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEPPING INTO A BIGGER FUTURE 
By Eddie Lawrence 

INTRODUCTION: 

Imagine for a moment.  
The phone rings. 
 It’s Bill Gates.  

“Hello!” 

“Yes, this is Bill Gates.” 

Bill Gates? 

“Yes it really is. I want to make you an offer.” 

An offer? 

“Yes, I want you to be a business partner with me?” 

Business partner?  

“Yes. All you have to do, is to go where I tell you and do what I tell you to 
do.” 

Where would you send me and what would you have me to do? 

“I can’t tell you. You will just have to trust me.” 

Trust you? 

“Yes, I will tell you that I will provide everything you will ever need and by 
doing this, everybody will know you and know what I have done for you. 
Anybody that helps you, I will help them too. Anyone that hurts you, well 
they will have to answer to me for it.  I will tell you that where I will have 
you to go and what I will have you to do will be a great blessing to the 
whole world, but you will have to take your immediate family and what you 
can carry with you and leave everyone and everything else you know 
behind.” 



TRANSITION TO TEXT-- NOW -- WHAT WOULD YOU DO?  
 
Would you take off on this promise that you would have to live on “a need 
to know basis.” 

Quiet a phone call, right?  

Now let’s change it a bit. What if the phone didn’t ring, so you didn’t  talk to 
Bill Gates, but instead, you felt this strange sensation come over you and 
you heard a voice in your head telling you the same thing and you are 
pretty sure it’s God you hear talking. This is what happened to a man whom 
we all admire. His name was “Abram”, whom God renamed, “Abraham.”  

Now you can listen to the Scripture I want to read today: 

TEXT:Genesis 12: 1 Now the Lord had said to Abram: "Get out of your 
country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I 
will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make 
your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless 
you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed."  

TRANSITION TO MAIN POINTS: What a passage and what powerful 
promises God made to Abraham. As we consider these verses today, I want 
to share with you three observations about Abraham’s call to step into a 
bigger future. I think these same three observations will be helpful for us in 
understanding how God leads us into the destiny He has for each of our 
lives. 

 

The first observation about stepping into a bigger future is that we 

need to: 

1. STEP OUT ON THE WORD OF GOD 

“Now the Lord had said to Abram:” 

This is where talk is followed by walk. This is the “faith required step.” 

This is the one step that will determine if you will get to where God is 



leading you. He will tell you when to step and what direction to step in, 

but He lets you “take” that step. 

 

This the one step that says, “God I’m really trusting you!” Anything else, 

can be made to look important and sound very spiritual, but this is the 

place where boys become men and David’s slay Goliaths. 

 

Illus—Peter walking on water. This was absolutely foolish and contrary 

to everything Peter knew in the natural, but give him an “A” for guts.  

He started sinking in fear, but bless God he first started stepping in 

faith. He got farther walking on water than anyone else other than 

Jesus. 

 

Mistake—stepping out on an ideaThis is where discernment and prayer 

are so important. There are tons of great human ideas but these are 

not to be confused with Holy Spirit ideas.  

 

How do you tell them apart? Well, the Holy Spirit ideas are from the 

Holy Spirit. So it is not the idea that is discerned, it is the spirit behind it. 

In other words, the more familiar you are with the voice of God, the 

easier it is to identify when He is speaking to you. Remember to always 

check what you think He is saying with what He has already said. This is 

where knowing the Word and the Spirit are so important. 

 

The second observation about stepping into a bigger future is that we 

need to: 



2. UNDERSTAND THAT OFTEN GAIN IS PRECEDED BY LOSS  

"Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's 

house, To a land that I will show you. 

 

A. Not everyone is going to go with you 

B. Not everyone is going to understand 

C. Sometimes radical changes are required in our geography and 

location in order to get us where we need to be to be in the right place 

to do what God wants us to do. Sometimes we do not know any of this 

while it is actually happening.  

 

The third observation about stepping into a bigger future is that we 

need to: 

3. STAND ON THE PROMISES REGARDLESS OF THE PROBLEMS 

REGARDLESS OF WHAT YOU FACE, REMEMBER WHAT GOD SAID HE 

WILL DO 

 

Listen to these promises from the passage: 

 

I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you 

Andmake your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless 

those who bless you, AndI will curse him who curses you; 

 

Notice at least six promises that these verses afforded Abraham: 

 



A. The promise of direction and revelation – I will show you 

B. The promise of multiplication – I will make you a great nation 

C. The promise of Heavenly favor – I will bless you 

D. The promise of influential life – I will make your name great and 

you will be a blessing 

E. The promise of a sphere of favor with people – I will bless those 

who bless you 

F. The promise of protection from opposition – I will curse those who 

curse you 

 

We do not have the time today, but you can take these promises and 

find occasions in Abraham’s journey where they were challenged. At 

times, Abraham missed it. Once he resorted to lying, another time he 

slept with his handmaiden; but through it all, God brought him into the 

promises as he continued to seek after God.  

 

CONCLUSION – In conclusion, let me give you a summary statement 

that we can draw from Abraham’s life and it can true for each of us. 

 

“When God’s Divine ability meets with your human availability, you 

will begin to see there are no impossibilities. – Eddie Lawrence” 

 

Are you willing to step out on God’s Word, and leave behind the things 

required and take hold of the promises of God for your future? For 

most people, it will not require a geographic shift, but for us all it 

requires a shift in our hearts. Will we trust our lives to the faithfulness 



of God? 

 

-For salvation 

-For Direction 

-For Renewal………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Secret Ingredient of A Successful Marriage 
By Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION – Today I share a secret with you. It is the secret 

ingredient that makes a marriage successful. 

 

This ingredient is secret because you are not supposed to tell others 

when you have had to use it in your marriage.  It is called “Forgiveness.” 

 

Matt 18:21 Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times ?"  22 

Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times , but up to 

seventy times seven. 

 

TRANSISTION – A marriage is made of two individuals, a man and a 

woman, who become one. However, the coming into oneness, though 

is it is legally instant once the minister pronounces you “husband and 

wife”, it is really a lifelong process of learning to communicate and to 

come into agreement.  

 

A marriage that has never experienced any conflict is more than likely, 

a very poor marriage. Why? Because when a man and a woman decide 

that they really want to “know” one another, it requires a lot of 

courage, change, and conflict. The man will not always be “right” in all 

his estimations. A woman will not always be “right” in all her 

estimations. This means there will be times when each is required to 

die to what they believe in order to embrace the truth. When we are 



challenged to release something we view as truth, we tend to fight for 

it. It is only until we become aware that we are  fighting for a wrong 

cause, that we lay down our swords. 

 

I remember often what I heard a preacher quote several years ago. He 

said, “A good marriage is made up of two good forgivers.” I believe 

this to be a very true statement. 

 

Let’s talk about forgiveness. There are three simple statements about 

forgiveness that I want to share with you to help you in your marriages. 

Now, of course, married or not, these principles will apply to life, so 

everyone listen up. 

 

The first simple statement about forgiveness is that a couple may: 

1. Refuse Forgiveness 

The result of refusing to practice forgiveness will cause you to become 

bitter. 

In other words, where forgiveness is absent in a marriage bitterness is 

present. 

 

What happens to a bitter unforgiving person? Remember the story 

Jesus told of the man who was forgiven much who refused to forgive 

little. He was 

turned over to tormentors. Here’s how Jesus said it: 

 



Matt 18:34 And his master was angry, and delivered him to the 

torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.  

 

Wow, that’s rough isn’t it? Yes it is. And the marriage is rough when 

there is unforgiveness between the couple. 

 

THINK ABOUT IT: 

What if God refused to forgive you? Think how hopeless you would 

feel.  

If I understand the scripture the only persons God does not forgive is 

the person who does not ask and the person who does not forgive. 

 

ILLUS--Unforgiveness is a very powerful force in a marriage. It is like a 

giant crane to which is attached a giant wrecking ball and it swings 

away at the foundation of your marriage until it crumbles and 

collapses. 

 

The second simple statement about forgiveness is that a couple may: 

2. Abuse Forgiveness 

The result of abusing forgiveness will cause you to become battered. 

In other words, forgiveness does not mean that you are to subject 

yourself to danger or abusive treatment from the same person over 

and over again. You can forgive at the heart level and still require 

certain boundaries. A parent can forgive a child for being rebellious, but 

until there is true repentance, they do not give them the keys back. 



 

ILLUS-  I remember on one occasion in a ministry situation where a dear 

lady shared with my wife and I about her husband. She said, “He acts 

better long enough to come back and then it’s the same old thing.”  She 

had been through the same issue of violence and unfaithfulness over 

and over again without ever seeing any true repentance. She wrongly 

thought that to forgive was to basically have a marriage without 

boundaries. The result of her thinking meant that forgiving was to 

agree to allow her husband to occasionally beat her and to share her 

husband with other women.  This is an abuse of forgiveness. Forgiving 

someone does not mean that you are not free to take measures to 

protect yourself and your family from harm. As a matter of fact, you 

have a responsibility to do so. Forgiveness allows you to keep your 

heart from bitterness and open to God. It allows you to maintain a 

place of genuine intercession for the person who has wronged you.   

 

The third simple statement about forgiveness is that a couple may: 

3. Choose Forgiveness 

Forgiveness is a choice that God will always honor and give the grace to 

make, if we ask Him for it. 

 

The result of choosing forgiveness will cause you to become better. 

 

Since this is the goal, we will spend more time on this point. 

 

THE MEANING OF THE WORD “FORGIVE”  



Here is what the Complete Word Study Dictionary says about the word 

translated into English as forgive. 

 

NT:863  to forgive sins is not to disregard them and do nothing about 

them, but to liberate a person from them, their guilt, and their power. 

We are to ask God to forgive our sins, remove them away from us so 

that we do not stand guilty of them or under their power. We are never 

expected to forgive the sins of others toward God because we have no 

power to do so, but we are expected to forgive others for the sins done 

to us ("Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors" or those who 

are our debtors [Matt 6:12]). To forgive others does not mean to 

separate them from us, but to allow them through our contact to know 

God who can free them from their sins. Thus we should do everything 

in our power to see that the sins of others are removed from them 

through the grace and power of Jesus Christ which we make known to 

them. (from The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament © 1992 by AMG International, Inc. Revised Edition, 1993)  

 

 

What does it mean to forgive? Let’s look at the attributes of God’s 

forgiveness and this will help us to know what ours should look like. 

When God forgives there is: 

 

A. Cleansing  

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 

-A fresh start. It requires the blood of Jesus to have a fresh start. We 



forgive because we have been forgiven. We believe the blood that 

cleanses us can cleanse the person who has offended us. 

 

B. Covering 

Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.. 

 

The Bible says, “Love covers a multitude of sins. (1 Peter 4:8)”  

Paul says, in 1 Cor. 13:5, “Love keeps no record of wrongs.” 

 

How do we cover someone sins?  

-Don’t spread gossip 

-Don’t constantly bring it up to them 

-In simple terms, we don’t uncover them or expose them to others, 

unless it is someone God has called to help bring the proper solution. 

Examples would be: 

 A. counselor, pastor, etc 

 B. Legal official (If abuse is taking place. Example would be a child 

being   

abused in some way.) 

 

C. Casting 

-When we forgive we choose to put it behind us not in front of us.  

-Keep the Word before you and your wounds behind you. 

 



The word “forgive” in 1 John 1:9 is the same as the word “divorce” in 1 

Cor. 7: 11. 

1 Cor 7:11 But even if she does depart, let her remain unmarried or be 

reconciled to her husband. And a husband is not to divorce his wife.  

The word carries the idea of dismiss, to put away. 

 You can dismiss the problem or the person. 

The word also carries the idea of letting go from one’s power—to 

release a debt or to release from one’s possession. 

 

D. No Remembering 

We may not be able to forget but we can actively choose not to 

remember. When we constantly regurgitate our wrongs we keep our 

wounds open and infected and we cannot heal. 

 

Heb 8:12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins 

and their iniquities will I remember no more . 

 

Jer 31:34…For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember 

no more ." 

 

Isa 38:17 Indeed it was for my own peace  

That I had great bitterness; 

But You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, 

For You have cast all my sins behind Your back.  



 

Matt 4:19 Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you 

fishers of men."  20 They immediately left their nets and followed Him.  

21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of 

Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 

mending their nets. He called them, 22 and immediately they left the 

boat and their father, and followed Him.  

 

-The idea of making an event part of who you were not who you are.  

-Forgiveness prepares you for your future while unforgiveness binds 

you to your past. 

 

ILLUS--A bible translator was working with an Eskimo tribe, and trying 

to translate the scriptures into their dialect, and he could not come up 

with a word for "forgiven." The Eskimos finally came up with the word 

for him. Here it is, "issumagijoujingnainirmik". It means not being able 

to think about it again.http://www.centralpc.org/sermons/1999/s991017.htm 

 

CONCLUSION-- 

ILLUS--There is an old cemetery outside of New York City, and in that 

cemetery is a tombstone. It is a rather unusual tombstone because 

there is no name on it. In fact, there are no dates of birth and death on 

it. There is only one word carved into that tombstone. The word 

"FORGIVEN."  

Think about it: when you are dead and when I am dead, that is the only 

word that really matters isn't it?http://www.centralpc.org/sermons/1999/s991017.htm 



THREE FACETS OF A BLESSED LIFE 
By Eddie Lawrence 

 

Introduction –  

 

 

TEXT – Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man 

         Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,  

         Nor stands in the path of sinners,  

         Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

         And in His law he meditates day and night. 

 3 He shall be like a tree 

         Planted by the rivers of water,  

         That brings forth its fruit in its season,  

         Whose leaf also shall not wither;  

         And whatever he does shall prosper.  

 

 

I WANT TO ASK YOU THREE QUESTIONS IN THE LIGHT OF THESE THREE 

VERSES: 

 

1. WHO ARE YOU LISTENING TO? 

 

THE COUNSEL YOU FOLLOW WILL DETERMINE THE KIND OF LIFE YOU 

WILL LIVE 



 

Negatively = The ungodly, the sinner, the scoffer 

Positively = Godly counsel based on God’s word 

 

A. Where You Walk 

-The blessed man does not direct his life on the basis of counsel that is 

ungodly. 

Illus—The 7-up commercials that we use to present 7-up as the “Un-

Cola.” That was their distinction. It was a soft drink that had no cola in 

it. Ungodly counsel is counsel that has no “God” in it. 

 

B. Where You Stand 

-Where a man takes a stand tells you a lot about the man.  

-The Psalmist says that the blessed man does not “stand” in the way of 

sinners. -The picture is that of camping out on the highway that sinners 

have chosen directed by ungodly counsel.  

-Notice the progression. The man starts out walking and now he is 

standing. This is the nature of ungodly counsel. We start hanging out on 

the wrong highway. This man is not hanging out here to reach sinners; 

he is hanging out in sin. 

 

As we read farther, we see the man who is blessed chooses to hang out 

by the river of God.  

-Are you taking your stand where you will be sucked dry? Or where you 

will be filled up? 



 

C. Where You Sit 

-The blessed man does not mock what is right and good. 

-The blessed man sit around as a scoffer, scoffing at the things of the 

Spirit. 

-As we shall see, the blessed man becomes rooted by the river and 

becomes surrounded by fruit and prosperity in all areas of his life. 

 

2. WHAT ARE YOU MEDITATING ON? 

The words we listen to are seeds. Meditation activates those seeds so 

that start growing inside of our thinking. 

 

What is in your mental garden today? What crop are you growing? 

What kind of plants are you nurturing? What will be produced in your 

mental garden?  

 

Quote – An old revival preacher said that “many people sow wild oats 

all week and then pray for crop failure on Sunday.” 

 

3. WHERE ARE YOU SINKING YOUR ROOTS? 

 

Quote: “The river is the Holy Spirit; the planting, the deep abiding life in 

which, not occasionally but habitually, we absorb Him. The fruit is not 

once in a while, but continual and appropriate to each changing season. 

His life is also prosperous and his spirit fresh, like the unfading leaf. 

Such a life must be happy. Indeed, happiness is a matter of spiritual 



conditions. Put a sunbeam in a cellar and it must be bright. Put a 

nightingale in the darkest midnight, and it must sing.” – A.B. Simpson 

 

If you want to know what fruit will be on the vine, then learn to identify 

what root is in the ground. In a human life this means looking at the 

path you are walking on. Are you walking on the road of ungodly 

counsel or by the path of truth? 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(This sermon is a based on a Greek word study) 
(The following can easily be plugged into a powerpoint presentation.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE UNDERROWERS 
Slaves for Christ’s sake 

By Eddie Lawrence 

Leadership Models 

A. World  -- Top down 

In this model, you have a boss at the top and everybody under him or 

her does what she said. 

 

B.  Bible– Bottom up. 

In the Bible the leaders are seen as being at the bottom carrying the 

weight and burdens of all above them. 

• Foundational – Jesus Christ and the Apostles are the foundation of 

the Church.  

• Paradoxical—the Lord’s way of leading is opposite to the way of 

the world. The world says, “See how may people you can get to 

serve you.” 

Jesus says, “See how many people you can serve.” 

Transition-Jesus called Paul to be a servant leader and I believe he is 

calling all of us to lead in the same way. 

Key Passage 

• Acts 26:15 So I said, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said, 'I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting.  16 But rise and stand on your feet; 

for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make you a 

minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen 

and of the things which I will yet reveal to you.  



• In the above passage, Paul relates that Jesus appeared to him and 

called him. He stated that Jesus intended to make him a 

“huperetes.” That is what we will talk about in this message as  a 

challenge to us all concerning how we are to live and lead among 

men. 

Meaning of Under-Rower 

 

• Huperetes is translated minister or servant and the word 

originally referred to a slave in the bottom of a galley ship. 

• A subordinate, servant, attendant, or assistant in general. The 

subordinate official who waits to accomplish the commands of his 

superior.  

• Leadership is found in the Bible 6 times. 

• Servant 50 times in the first book. 

• Over 1000 times altogether. 

1. The Bottom 

• Under-rowers were slaves. 

• Extremely difficult to row in the deepest water. 

• Human waste fell upon them. 

• Extremely hot. 

• Never seen. 

2. The Beat 



• The Captain set the pace. 

• Had to row in rhythm with other slaves. 

• Teamwork was required. 

3. The Bench  

• Worked from a sitting position. 

• Shared a bench with other slaves. 

4. The Binders 

• Wore chains. 

• Were not free to move about the cabin freely. 

• What you would do was chosen for you. 

5. The Blindness 

• Had to trust another to see for you. 

• Had to trust another to hear for you. 

• Had to row without knowing where you were going or when you 

would get there. 

6. The Boat 

• To facilitate moving people from one place to another. 

• To give people a different perspective. 

• To be carried by the wind. 

 

 



THE UNIVERSITY OF ADVERSITY 
By Eddie Lawrence 

(The core truth of this message was inspired by a sermon I heard by Graham Cooke several 

years ago) 

 

Acts 1: 4And being assembled together with them, He commanded 

them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the 

Father, “which,”Hesaid,“you have heard from Me;5“for John truly 

baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS: 

The waiting room will test what we think about God and His word to 

us. 

 

Psalm 105: 17 He sent a man before them— 

Joseph—who was sold as a slave. 

18 They hurt his feet with fetters,  

He was laid in irons. 

19 Until the time that his word came to pass,  

The word of the LORD tested him. 

20 The king sent and released him,  

The ruler of the people let him go free. 

21 He made him lord of his house,  



And ruler of all his possessions, 

22 To bind his princes at his pleasure,  

And teach his elders wisdom. 

 

 

 

 

Background Passage Genesis 37: 

 

1. JOSEPH RECEIVED A REVELATION OF HIS FUTURE 

 

-God gave a word of life before he allowed him to hit the fire of life’s 

transforming trials. It’s interesting that Joseph held on to it and Jacob 

did not. Joseph had a dream that his brothers and father would bow 

before him.  

 

God in His grace and goodness will often prepare us with a word of 

direction for our lives. It is to be an anchor for us during the storms that 

come. The word will be tested. There is always warfare surrounding 

destiny. You will find success on the other side of struggle. 

 

A man who has not been transformed and changed will destroy with his 

character everything he establishes with his gift and ability. 

 

Illus—Elvis, Howard Hughes, Many ministers 



 

2. JOSEPH WAS PLACED IN THE UNIVERSITY OF ADVERSITY 

-Joseph’s destiny of ruling over his brothers was soon challenged.  

-Instead of his brothers bowing before him, he first is in a pit looking up 

at his brothers. He was being tested concerning the word God gave 

him. 

-This is a principle. Remember Jesus had heard the Father’s voice at his 

baptism, “You are my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” 

Immediately after hearing this revelation, he is sent into the wilderness 

to be tempted by the Devil. The Devil comes and says, “If you be God’s 

Son, then turn these stones into bread, jump off the pinnacle of the 

temple…..” Jesus responded by quoting God’s Word. Yes dear friends, 

we will be tested concerning who God says we are and what God has 

called us to do. 

 

-Next Joseph became a slave in a foreign land rejected and betrayed by 

his brothers and completely separated from his family. Now, it certainly 

seemed impossible that he would be ruling over his brothers since they 

were in a far away place. To make matters worse, how could Joseph 

rule anyone, he was now a slave. He was experiencing in every way the 

opposite of what God has said. He was being tested in the University of 

Adversity. 

-Next he was favored by God in Potiphar’s house and promoted. BUT 

then he was rejected,  and betrayed again, this time by Potiphar’s wife 

and thrown into prison basically accused of attempted rape. 

-In prison he was again promoted and even interpreted a dream that 

encouraged a former servant of the Pharoah. But the person he help 



forgot about Joseph for another two years. In all, Joseph spent about 

20 years waiting on God’s Word to come to pass. But when it did, 

WOW! Suddenly things shifted, Joseph interprets Pharoah’s dream 

concerning the coming famine and Joseph is put in charge of the whole 

preparation period and process. He goes from being an imprisoned 

slave to being the second in command in the whole nation of Egypt the 

most powerful nation on earth at the time.  

 

Here are some lessons we can learn from Joseph’s life: 

 

We need to: 

1. Learn proper response to authority (Early on it seems that Joseph 

used his dream to kind of taunt his father and older brothers) 

2. To develop humility and personal holiness(We have to realize that 

humiliation precedes exaltation) 

3. Learn to properly respond to rejection and betrayal (Like Joseph 

and Jesus)They just kept obeying God and believing in Father’s heart 

for them. 

4. Learn that whatever God allows you to go through He intends for 

you to grow through. It is preparing you for what is to come. 

Through his trials Joseph learned a lot he would need once he was 

promoted: 

 Learned about Egyptian Agriculture 

         Learned the Egyptian culture and language 

 Learned how to deal with powerful and influential people 



 Learned the Egyptian protocol 

 Learned how to administrate and keep books 

 Became administrator over the whole penal system of Egypt 

 Learned about Egyptian government and beauracracy 

 Developed patience and perseverance (Needed to set aside grain 

for seven years) 

 Learned personal holiness by making predetermined choices.  

 Worked through setbacks so that they became launching pads 

 

 

5. Learn to completely trust God regardless of what the circumstances 

look like. 

 

-Death precedes life.  

-Burial preceded resurrection. 

--Promotion is preceded by the preparation.  

 

Illus- J. C. Penney, the founder of the store that bears his name, once 

said, “I am grateful for all my problems. As each of them was 

overcome, I became stronger and more able to meet those yet to 

come. I grew in all my difficulties.” 

 

-He who is faithful in that which is least will be given more. 

 



 

If you cannot pass the test during training how can you pass the test 

during the fulfillment of your purpose? 

 

God allows in His wisdom what he could prevent with His power.—

Graham Cooke 

 

Genesis 45: 5 “But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with 

yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 

preserve life.6 “For these two years the famine hasbeen in the land, 

and thereare still five years in which therewillbe neither plowing nor 

harvesting.7 “And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for 

you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.8 “So 

now itwas not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a 

father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all 

the land of Egypt. 

 

6. Hold to God’s Word until it becomes reality. 

This is what Joseph did! 

 

God will take us through the test until we pass it.  

 

Illus-During his first day on the job, an employee asked one of his new 

colleagues what it was like working in this office. The seasoned 

employee responded with a question of his own. He asked, “What was 

it like working at the place from which you came?” The new recruit 



quickly spit out his disdain for the former place of employment. He 

replied, “It was a terrible job. I didn’t enjoy the work or the people for 

whom I worked.” The wise colleague then responded, “Well, 

unfortunately, I’m afraid you’ll find it pretty much the same here.” We 

may change places and faces, but unless we change our attitude, life 

will remain much the same. Who Switched the Price Tags? Tony Campolo, 1986, p. 109 

 

 

Hebrews 10: 36For you have need of endurance, so that after you have 

done the will of God, you may receive the promise: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXTRA SERMON OUTLINE 

TRANSITION TRUTHS FOR TIMES OF CHANGE 
By Eddie Lawrence 

 

MATTHEW 28:5 But the angel answered and said to the women, "Do 

not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 

6 "He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where 

the Lord lay. 

 

One of the greatest transitions the disciples had to face involved 

moving from the reality of the crucifixion to the reality of the 

resurrection. We too have transitions we have to navigate in life. Times 

when it appears what we once held onto is now gone and we have to 

face a different way of living. There are at least four truths we can learn 

from this passage to help us navigate into our future with confidence: 

 

Notice the following: 

 

1. Do not fear (Transition is a time of uncertainty)  

"Do not be afraid,…” 

 

2. Start by seeing Jesus on the Cross (What he has done for us…) 

“…for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified….” 

 



3. Move from the Cross to theResurrection (What he is doing for us….) 

"He is not here; for He is risen, as He said….” 

 

4. God confirms transitions when He is leading us through a change 

(He wants us to know where He is changing things and doing things 

differently than before.) 

"He is not here; for He is risen, as He said.Come, see the place where 

the Lord lay.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHEN REVIVAL COMES (Pt. 1) 
by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Illus—Kathryn Khulman was at a meeting in Miami hosted by Demos 

Shakarian. She was speaking at a women’s luncheon where about 500 

women were gathered. All of  a sudden women starting falling under 

the power of the Holy Spirit. The Cuban waiters who were serving the 

tables begin falling under the power of God. Other waiters tried to 

come forward to pull them out and they fell under the power. People 

testified that when she checked into a hotel and walked down the halls 

that people would fall under the power and people in the rooms would 

be healed. There was a strong anointing that accompanied her.  The 

presence of the Lord was strong and her meetings were a place where 

people experience times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 

 

Acts 3: 19“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be 

blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence 

of the Lord, 20“and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached 

to you before, 21“whom heaven must receive until the times of 

restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His 

holy prophets since the world began.  

 

 This challenge was issued by the Apostle Peter who was being inspired 

by the Holy Spirit. Jerusalem had just witnessed the manifest presence 

of God by means of a miracle. A man who was crippled from his 

mother’s womb and who was over 40 years of age had gone from being 

a crumpled mass lying and begging by the gate of the temple into an 

upright man running and leaping on two new legs.  



In times of Revival there will be: 

I.  THERE IS AN ATMOSPHERE OF REPENTANCE  v19 

(The following word studies are based on Strongs numbers) 

Repent=3340{ met-an-o-eh’-o}  

AV - repent 34; 34 

1) to change one’s mind, i.e. to repent 

2) to change one’s mind for better, heartily to amend with abhorrence of one’s past 

sins 

Illus—Someone said insanity was “doing things the same way over and 

over again and expecting a different result.”That is the way it is for 

most of us. We do not end up where we need to be until we first realize 

that we have gone to far the wrong way. 

Illus—If you were putting all your money into what you thought was a 

savings box and found out that it was a trash burning box, would you 

keep throwing it in there because you always had or would you change 

your mind and do something different with what you had left. 

This is where repentance comes in. We experience a change of 

mindsets that bring about a change in how we view life. 

In a Revival Atmosphere, people: 

-start righting wrongs 

-making restitution 

-getting right with people they offended or by whom they have been 

offended 

 

We all need to be on friendly terms with repentance because, Romans 

3:23 We have all  missed the mark. A good old fashioned revival will be 

full of good repenters. 



 

In times of Revival there will be: 

2. THERE WILL BE CONVERSION TAKING PLACE  v19 

When God starts moving so do men. Some run from Him, others run to 

Him. In a revival atmosphere people began turning their lives around. 

This is the fruit of repentance. 

Converted=1994  { ep-ee-stref’-o}  

AV - turn 16, be converted 6, return 6, turn about 4, turn again 3, misc 4; 39 

1) transitively 

1a) to turn to 

1a1) to the worship of the true God 

1b) to cause to return, to bring back 

1b1) to the love and obedience of God 

1b2) to the love for the children 

1b3) to love wisdom and righteousness 

 

As repentance occurs as a shift in our minds, the conversion is seen in 

the direction of our lives. We know we have been going the wrong way 

and we turn around and go the right way. 

Illus—A friend of mine  preached in a very rural are of Arkansas one 

time. It was way out in the boonies. He said: “The directions I was given 

were hilarious. I was told to take a left and then go to the first 

crossroads and take a left and then go about 3 miles to a sharp curve in 

the road and there would be a big tree right in the curve. Once I got 

there I had gone too far. I was to turn around and come back about ¼ 

mile and take a left and that road would carry me to the church.” 

 



In times of Revival there will be: 

3. THERE IS THE FRAGRANCE OF FORGIVENESS  v19 

Let me pause right now and ask you, Have you experienced God’s 

forgiveness? 

YOU NEED TO GET WIPED OUT!  

Blotted out=1813 { ex-al-i’-fo}  

AV - blot out 3, wipe away 2; 5 

1) to anoint or wash in every part 

1a) to besmear: i.e. cover with lime (to whitewash or plaster) 

2) to wipe off, wipe away 

2a) to obliterate, erase, wipe out, blot out 

 

Illus-AnEtch a sketch is a beautiful illustration of what God does for us. 

All the ugly stuff on the screen of our life, it just removed and we get 

wiped clean. God takes our sins and casts them behind His back. He 

washes us clean. Listen to how Isaiah describes it: 

 

Isaiah 1: 18 “Come now, and let us reason together,”  

Says the LORD, 

“Though your sins are like scarlet,  

They shall be as white as snow;  

Though they are red like crimson,  

They shall be as wool. 

19 If you are willing and obedient,  

You shall eat the good of the land; 

20 But if you refuse and rebel,  



You shall be devoured by the sword”;  

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

 

Repentance and the forgiveness it brings is such a powerful 

experience. 

Illus—One noted psychiatrist stated that what 90% of the people 

needed who came to see him was an old fashioned mourner’s bench. 

Conclusion—In the next message we will look at three more wonderful 

benefits that occur when a refreshing revival comes from the Lord. But 

right now, I ask you to consider these first three. Repentance, 

conversion and forgiveness. Let’s all begin to pray right now for the 

Holy Spirit to show us areas where we need to change, where we need 

to repent, where we need to forgive, where we need to be forgiven. All 

who would like to bow at this altar, you are free to come and do so. You 

can pray where you are. But please do pray…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WHEN REVIVAL COMES (Pt. 2) 
by Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION –  

 

TRANSITION -- In our study last time of Acts 3:19 we began seeing what 

happens when revival comes. We saw that there will be an atmosphere 

of repentance, there will be conversions taking place, there will the 

fragrance of forgiveness in the air. Oh how wonderful all these things 

are. In this message, we will look at three other wonderful attributes of 

revival. 

In times of Revival there will be: 

4. A SEASON OF OPPORTUNITY 

The word “times” is the word Kairos. It is a special word denoting a 

time of opportunity when God moves to do things quickly and 

powerfully. 

Times=2540{ kahee-ros’}  

AV - time 64, season 13, opportunity 2, due time 2, always + 1722 + 3956 2, not tr 1, misc 3; 

87 

1) due measure 

2) a measure of time, a larger or smaller portion of time, hence: 

2a) a fixed and definite time, the time when things are brought to crisis, the 

decisive epoch waited for 

2b) opportune or seasonable time 

2c) the right time 

2d) a limited period of time 

2e) to what time brings, the state of the times, the things and events of time 

 



Illus--In the world of Sports athletes know that success is often 

acquired in seizing the openings that occur in the midst of a game. 

These are little opportunities that can result in big plays. 

Good running back hits the opening in the line 
Good batter hits to the openings in the outfield 

Good tennis player hits to the openings on the court 

When God opens things up—hit it, respond, go for it. 

It is important that we understand there are times when God moves 

and that is when we need to join Him in what He is doing in order to 

see greater results. It is a mysterious thing, but the history of revival 

bears this out. Things happen in revival on a scale and frequency way 

beyond what happens in more normal times. We do not need to miss 

our season of visitation. Listen to what Jesus said: 

Luke 19: 41Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 
42saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the 

things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your 

eyes. 43“For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an 

embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 
44“and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they 

will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know 

the time of your visitation.” 

 

In times of Revival there will be: 

5. GOD’S PRESENCE WILL BE MANIFEST  v19 

Refreshing= 403{ an-aps’-ook-sis}  

AV - refreshing 1; 1 

1) a cooling, refreshing 



Refresh (thesaurus)= revive, cool down, enliven, invigorate, rejuvenate, 

energize, restore, pep-up, recharge, revitalize 

Antonym or the opposite of refreshing is to=wear out 

Presence=4383  { pros’-o-pon}  

AV - face 55, person 7, presence 7, countenance 3, not tr 1, misc 5; 78 

1) the face 

1a) the front of the human head 

1b) countenance, look 

1b1) the face so far forth as it is the organ of sight, and by it various movements and 

changes) the index of the inward thoughts and feelings 

The idea of Intimacy is conveyed in understanding the presence of the 

Lord. It is drawing near to His heart. To begin to yearn for the things 

that are on God’s heart. To fall in love with Him anew and afresh. To 

know that being in His presence is superior than any place in the 

universe. We were made to live life in His presence. 

 

Lord=2962  {koo’-ree-os}  

from  (supremacy); TDNT - 3:1039,486; n m 

AV - Lord 667, lord 54, master 11, sir 6, Sir 6, misc 4; 748 

1) he to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has power of deciding; 

master, lord 

1a) the possessor and disposer of a thing 

1a1) the owner; one who has control of the person, the master 

1a2) in the state: the sovereign, prince, chief, the Roman emperor 

1b) is a title of honour expressive of respect and reverence, with which servants 

salute their master 

1c) this title is given to: God, the Messiah 



As Lord, He is in charge. He calls the shots. We have yielded all our 

rights to Him. We belong solely to Him. In this state of humble 

submission we align ourselves with Who HE is and all that HE can do.  

There are times, when we just need to fall in humility at His feet and cry 

out for Him to do what only He can do. 

In 1801, people traveled by horse and wagon to Bourbon County, 

Kentucky to experience a move of God at Cane Ridge. It shook people’s 

lives to the core. Here is one story from that revival. 

Illus--A Tennessee Baptist preacher, F.W. Borham wrote a book called 

“The Silver Shadow” told about a young woman who attended the Cane 

Ridge Camp meeting in Cane Ridge Kentucky. She was raising her hands 

to the Lord and a young man standing next to her raised his hands and 

their hands touched and began praying in an estastic way in an estatic 

language. They met and later married. Their first child was Abraham 

Lincoln. Lincoln said, “All that I am, all that have and hope to be I owe 

to my mother who raised me on a King James Bible and Matthew 

Henry’s Commentary.  

 

Ultimately our whole nation and the world was blessed because a 

young woman and man responded to a time of refreshing that the Lord 

poured out on his people. Though not everything that happened could 

easily be understood, the effects of what happened were understood. 

In their future, would be the birth of a son who would be one of 

greatest Presidents. God does things in us during revival that can 

impact the generations to come.  

 

In times of Revival there will be: 

6. RESTORATION TAKES PLACE  v20-21 



Acts 3: 19“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be 

blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence 

of the Lord, 20“and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached 

to you before, 21“whom heaven must receive until the times of 

restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His 

holy prophets since the world began.  

 

Notice verses 20-21. Without taking too much time, we can see from 

what Peter preached that he was connecting the big picture 

concerning what God was doing. He refers to: 

-The Second Coming of Jesus 

-The Timing of the Second Coming of Jesus 

-The Restoration of All things 

-The Fulfillment of God’s Prophetic Calendar 

-The State of Man in Eden that marked the Beginning of Time 

Restoration=605  {ap-ok-at-as’-tas-is}  

AV- restitution 1; 1 

1) restoration 

1a) of a true theocracy 

1b) of the perfect state before the fall 

 

In very simple terms, we can say that Jesus came to bring man back into 

the kind of relationship with God that Adam enjoyed before the entry 

into sin. I believe that is inferred in “the restoration of all things.” As 

this relates to this message, it is understanding that the work of Jesus 

was to bring people back into relationship with God. Revival does this. 

It turns things around and brings restoration.  



To restore is to bring back.  Thank God that we can share with people 

that they can be restored no matter how far they have fallen or how far 

astray they have gone. This is the great power of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. As Peter preached this message in Acts 3, he was only a few 

weeks out from being restored himself. He preached what he had 

experienced. Have you experienced it? 

CONCLUSION -- What could happen in your life if you responded to 

what God is doing? A touch from God can do more than a million years 

of the best human effort. The answers that our world needs today are 

not to be found in human philosophies but in the demonstration of 

God’s power. We need revival! We need for God to move. We need an 

atmosphere of repentance across this land. We need conversions, 

forgiveness, refreshing. We need God! 

Listen to this instruction of the Lord in the Old Testament and know 

that He is the same God today: 

2 Chronicles 7: 13“When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or 

command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My 

people, 14“if My people who are called by My name will humble 

themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land. 15“Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to 

prayer made in this place. 

Let’s pray for revival together. Would you be willing for all of us as a 

congregation to have a time right now to earnestly pray and seek God’s 

face? 

 

 



BELIEVING IN THE SUPERNATURAL 
by Eddie Lawrence 

John 16: 7  "Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage 

that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 

you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.  8  "And when He has 

come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 

judgment:  9  "of sin, because they do not believe in Me;  10  "of 

righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more;  

11  "of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Believing in the supernatural is becoming increasingly popular in 

America. It is the current trend. We have everything from psychic 

infomercials to big hit movies that demonstrate that spirituality is the in 

trend. A ton of books have been written about the supernatural in the 

past few years. People are fascinated with angels, dream catchers, and 

movies that deal with the paranormal. New Age spirituality is seen in 

almost every secular magazine, hinted at in almost all the sit-coms on 

TV, and often paraded on television talk shows. This morning I strongly 

encourage you to believe in the supernatural.....But be sure you believe 

the right things about the supernatural.  

 

Jesus taught his disciples a lot about the supernatural. This morning I 

want us to look at a text in which he told them what they should expect 

to see God doing in the supernatural. That should be our focus. What 

God, the true God is doing.  

 

Notice if you will that Jesus taught that: 



I. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS HERE  (HIS PRESENCE) 

v7I will send Him to you.  8 "And when He has come...” 

Our focus should be on what Jesus is doing through the holy Spirit. You 

see it is not the channelers, the astrologers, or the spiritualists that we 

should be watching. It is the Holy Spirit through whom God is working. 

 

He is here among us this morning. He is at work in this room this 

morning. You cannot see Him, but you can witness the effects of what 

he does. This brings us to the second major truth I would share with 

you from this text, which is not only is the Holy Spirit here but: 

 

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS AT WORK (HIS POWER) 

What is He doing: 

 

1. Convicting the World of Sin v8 

9  "of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 

-One of the great stumbling blocks of modern man is his attempts to 

deny the sinful nature he possesses.  

-Modern psychology would call it a disease of the mind, God says it 

depravity of the heart. 

-Man is not a sinner because he steals, he steals because he is a sinner. 

It is the sinful nature out of which sinful behavior manifests itself. 

Illus-A worm in an apple is born in the blossom, develops in the core, 

and then eats its way out. (p.319, A Treasury of Bible Illustrations) 

Some try Reformation (Clean up their act) 



Illus- Log at a saw mill that has been cut and squared is still crooked at 

the heart. Look at the grain. 

 

Reformation does no good.  

Why? 

1. It doesn’t change the heart. And the heart of man’s problem is the 

problem with his heart. 

2. It doesn’t infuse life. The Bible says a lost man is spiritually dead. A 

dead man with a new suit on is still a dead man. A dead man can’t 

dance to God’s music because there is no life in him. 

A person trying to clean up their own act and changing their own self is 

like trying to jump off a car that won’t start with a dead battery. It will 

not work because there is no power; it has nothing to give. 

 

Regeneration is required. Life is required! Man is spiritually dead 

because of sin. 

 

The Holy Spirit provides the truth that confirms our guilt: 

John 8:46  "Which of you convicts Me of sin?...” 

Jesus was saying that no one could furnish the proof that would 

demonstrate that he had ever done anything wrong or untrue. 

 

The conviction of the Holy Spirit tells a man that something is missing, 

he needs life. He needs Christ. 

 



Notice the particular sin that the Holy Spirit convicts the world of: 

9 "of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 

 

Not believing in Jesus is the world’s greatest sin. It is the basis of man’s 

condemnation. John 3:18  "He who believes in Him is not condemned; 

but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 

believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  19  "And this is 

the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

 

QUOTE --A.T. Robertson “Without this conviction by the Holy Spirit such 

men actually have a pride of intellectual superiority in refusing to 

believe on Jesus. 

 

Unbelief is the parent sin from which all others flow.  

A courtroom can convict a person of crime. 

A conscience can convict a person of wrong-doing. 

Only the Holy Spirit can convict a person of unbelief. 

 

2. Convicting the World of Righteousness v8 

10  "of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no 

more; 

Some people think that sin is what is done bad and righteousness is 

what is done good.  



Of course, righteousness is good, but not a man doing good does not 

produce righteousness. 

 

Romans 10: 3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and 

seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the 

righteousness of God.  4  For Christ [is] the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes. 

You cannot establish your own righteousness, even if you are sincere. 

Being sincere does not change the facts. Sincerity based on fact leads to 

change. Sincerity based on error leads to a false assurance. 

 

Illus- H2O and H2SO4 are both clear to the naked eye. You need to 

drink H2O to live. But if you drink H2SO4  thinking it is water it is going 

to kill you, even you drink it sincerely. 

 

POEM 

Poor Willy is not among us 

Like he was before 

Because what he thought was H2O 

Was H2SO4. 

 

Galatians 2: 21  "I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness 

[comes] through the law, then Christ died in vain." 

 



If you could be saved by your own behavior then Calvary would be the 

biggest blunder ever known. If you would be saved by the 10 

commandments then the cross becomes a colossal mistake. 

The Holy Spirit shows the world through convicting, convincing power 

that Jesus was and is the righteousness of God. He is Savior. He is 

sinless. He forgives sin. He died to provide God’s righteousness for us. 

 

2 Corinthians 5: 21  For He made Him who knew no sin [to] [be] sin for 

us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Romans 4: 5  But to him who does not work but believes on Him who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness,  6  just as 

David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes 

righteousness apart from works: 

 

3. Convicting the World of Judgment v9 

11  "of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 

The Holy Spirit convinces the world that a judgment against Satan has 

taken place. Satan stands eternally condemned and guilty before God. 

There is a cosmic battle raging, but the final verdict has been rendered. 

Satan has lost. This Thursday night, Halloween night, all over the world, 

Devil worshippers, witches covens, warlock covens, Satanists, Wiccans, 

Séances, and the like will celebrate Satan’s holiest day of the year. 

There will be blood sacrifices offered. There will be spiritual based 

orgies, there will be the celebration of the black mass. But I want you to 

know that every single one of them is worshipping a loser.  

Satan is a defeated foe and that is a decided fact.  



I will be honest with you, Halloween is not a holy day at all. It stands for 

everything God stands against.   

The judgment has already occurred. Satan is the defeated king of 

Halloween. 

 

John 12: 31  "Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 

world will be cast out.  32  "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all [peoples] to Myself."  33  This He said, signifying by what death 

He would die.  34  The people answered Him, "We have heard from the 

law that the Christ remains forever; and how [can] You say, `The Son of 

Man must be lifted up'? Who is this Son of Man?" 

 

Illus-As a small boy I remember watching my grandmother ring a 

chicken’s neck. That chicken would run around for several moments. He 

was dead but didn’t know it. Satan’s hope for victory is over. It is 

settled and the Bible says that his time is short. Jesus wrung his neck at 

Calvary. 

What Satan thought was his greatest moment was his greatest defeat. 

What looked like Jesus’ defeat became his victory.  

Satan rules a doomed domain and sails a sinking ship.  

 

The Holy Spirit supernaturally convinces a person that they are serving 

the wrong master. That they are serving a defeated king.  

 

I entitled this message “Believing in the Supernatural.” I want to believe 

with all your heart the facts that we have seen in Scripture. The Holy 



Spirit is present among us and within us and He has the power to 

convict and convince people that they are sinners, they need Jesus, 

they cannot be right with God any other way, and that Satan is a 

condemned usurper. People will repent and come to Christ. There is 

supernatural power at work through your life. There is a supernatural 

presence surrounding your life. Remember last week “seeing Him who 

is invisible.” 

 

CONCLUSION 

The following incident was taken from an experience of Charles H. 

Spurgeon with an atheist. There was an atheist in the vicinity of Mr. 

Spurgeon’s home and he was very ugly to anyone who believed the 

Bible. 

Mr. Spurgeon asked the Lord to direct him in what he should read for 

morning devotions. Then he seemed strongly impressed to read the 

book of Joel in its entirety. When he came to Joel 3, he read the third 

verse: “And sold the girl for wine.” Whereupon, Mr. Spurgeon checked 

his concordance to see how many times the word “girl” occurred in the 

Bible. to his great surprise, he found the word only occurred once. 

A little later he thought he would take a walk. About a block and a half 

away he looked up and there was the atheist’s house. He went up and 

knocked. 

The atheist growled, “Well, what do you want?” 

“I would like to read the Bible to you,” Spurgeon replied. 

The atheist began his usual abuse, then suddenly stopped and said, 

“Will you tell me how often the word “girl” is in the Bible?” 

Mr. Spurgeon answered, “Once.” 



The atheist then said, “Tell me where it is found and I will let you in.”  

Spurgeon replied, “Joel 3:3.” 

The atheist then said, “Tell me before I let you in, how did you know it?” 

Mr. Spurgeon answered, “I haven’t known it two hours. In my morning 

devotions I read the book of Joel.” 

Then Mr. Spurgeon stepped in, and in half an hour the atheist was on 

his knees asking God to forgive his sins. The supernatural God he had 

denied all his life. 

 

Believe in the Supernatural presence and power of the Holy Spirit. Look 

for Him to be at work around you and through you. I am not talking just 

about a head beleif, I am talking about a conviction that guides your 

very life. The supernatural presence and power of the Holy Spirit is real. 

By faith choose to live in the midst of the supernatural power of God. 

When you do, you are in for an adventure of faith. 

The following is a Bible study (two parts) that can be finished and reproduced to as a 

handout. I thought it something you might enjoy using and working on. See what you can do 

with it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEVEN CAUSES OF “UNBELIEF” (Part 1) 

By Eddie Lawrence 

 

1. UNBELIEF COMES FROM BEING CONFINED TO THE NATURAL  
Mark 6: 1Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples followed 

Him. 2And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many hearing 

Him were astonished, saying, “Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is this 

which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands! 3“Is this not the 

carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His 

sisters here with us?” And they were offended at Him. 4But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 

without honor except in his own country, among his own relatives, and in his own house.” 5Now 

He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and 

healed them. 6And He marveled because of their unbelief. Then He went about the villages in a 

circuit, teaching 

*In what way were the people of Nazareth confined to what they could see in the  natural when it came to who 

Jesus was? 

*What astonished them about Jesus? 

*What final conclusion did they draw? Did they side with the spiritual evidence of the present or the natural 

evidence of the   

past? Are you guilty of allowing the way you have always viewed things to hinder you from seeing the way they 

really are? 

*What did Jesus do in their midst? What did he desire to do? Why could he not do what he desired to do? 

*Did unbelief stop Jesus from doing all he wanted to do for the people of Nazareth? 

*In what ways can we become guilty of being confined to the  natural? 

2. UNBELIEF COMES FROM BEING UNPREPARED SPIRITUALLY 

Matthew 17: 14And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to 

Him and saying, 15“Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he 

often falls into the fire and often into the water. 16“So I brought him to Your disciples, but they 

could not cure him.” 17Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse generation, how 

long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” 18And Jesus 

rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very hour. 19Then 

the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” 20So Jesus said to 

them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, 



you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be 

impossible for you. 21“However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” 

*What was the young man’s problem that caused him to do harm to himself?  

*Why could the disciples not cure him? 

*According to this passage what is “impossible” for the believer through faith? 

*What did Jesus say the disciples needed to do in order to have the faith to deliver the boy from the demon? 

*Note the contrast between the effect of unbelief and belief in the life of the boy and in the lives of the disciples. 

3. UNBELIEF COMES FROM REFUSING TO RECEIVE A CREDIBLE 

WITNESS CONSISTENT WITH THE WORD OF GOD 

Mark 16: 9Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons. 10She went and told those who had been 

with Him, as they mourned and wept. 11And when they heard that He was alive and had been 

seen by her, they did not believe. 12After that, He appeared in another form to two of them as 

they walked and went into the country. 13And they went and told it to the rest, but they did not 

believe them either. 14Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked 

their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after 

He had risen 

*What was Mary’s past reputation? Her present reputation? Do you think the disciples were thinking of the old 

Mary? 

*Had Jesus told them he would rise from the dead? Was Mary’s witness consistent with Jesus’ words?  

*What did Jesus rebuke the disciples for? What do you think hardness of heart implies? How do we guard against 

developing a hard heart? Have you been guilty of denying the witness of another that is consistent with what we 

read of in the Bible? 

The World says “Seeing is believing!”.  The Word says “Believing is seeing!”.      (Part 2 next 

month) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEVEN CAUSES OF “UNBELIEF” (Part 2) 

 

4. UNBELIEF COMES FROM DEPARTING FROM GOD 

Hebrews 3: 7Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will hear His voice, 8Do not harden 

your hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness, 9Where your fathers tested 

Me, tried Me, And saw My works forty years. 10Therefore I was angry with that generation, And 

said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, And they have not known My ways.’ 11So I swore in 

My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest.’ ” 12Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil 

heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; 13but exhort one another daily, while it is 

called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14For we have 

become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 
15while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the 

rebellion.” 16For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led 

by Moses? 17Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, 

whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His 

rest, but to those who did not obey? 19So we see that they could not enter in because of 

unbelief. 

*Acoording to the above verses, when is the time to hear 

God’s voice? What happens to the heart of theperson who 

refuses to hear God’s voice? Why do you think that God said 

that he was “tried” by Israel’s refusal to obey His voice? 

Notice where the root of the problem was located that led 

them astray (verse 10).  

*In verse 12, what kind of heart is the one with unbelief? 

What is it that leads to hardening of the heart according to 

verse 13? In whom is our confidence? How are we to hold 

our confidence and how long?  Note--we are to hear today 

and we are to encourage one another today. Both of these 

are important to building faith and avoiding unbelief.  
*What is the significance of the phrase “came out of Egypt” in verse 16? What does this parallel in the Chrisitan 

life?  

 



 

5. UNBELIEF COMES FROM IGNORING OR MISINTERPRETING THE 

SCRIPTURE 

Romans 10: 16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed 

our report?” 17So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

(Notes) 

 

 

 

 

 

6. UNBELIEF COMES FROM DENYING THE POWER OF GOD 

2 Timothy 3: 1But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2For men will be 

lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

unthankful, unholy, 3unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of 

good, 4traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5having a 

form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

(Notes) 

 

 

 

7. UNBELIEF COMES FROM BEING DOUBLE-MINDED 

James 1: 5If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without 

reproach, and it will be given to him. 6But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who 

doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7For let not that man suppose 

that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his 

ways. 

(Notes) 

 



THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
By Eddie Lawrence 

 

Introduction: 

In the first church I ever pastored there was  a sweet little older lady 

that would often approach me and spit out a little rhyme for me. At the 

age of 25, I suppose she thought a little grandmotherly advice was in 

order for me and she was right. Here is the rhyming advice she would 

share: 

 

WHERE GOD LEADS YOU HE WILL FEED YOU. 

WHERE GOD GUDIES HE PROVIDES. 

 

Now through the years, there have been sermons and stories I do not 

recall, but this little rhyme is still emblazoned in my memory and quiet 

honestly has brought encouragement to me in many circumstances. I 

also have passed in on to many other people. It is true, if we will follow 

where He leads and guides then He will be responsible to get to us 

what we need to do what He has told us to do. 

 

Proposition: 

There are times when we must have the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

This is not to say that we do not need His guidance at all times; but, it is 

to say, that there are times that in order to go further, to go deeper, we 

need revelation from the Spirit of God. Such an occasion happens in all 

our lives, as it did the early disciples. 



 

John 16: 12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He 

will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His 

own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell 

you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is 

Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father has are Mine. 

Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.[c] 

 

Transition:Let me draw some truths from this passage as talk about the 

Guidance of the Holy Spirit in our lives: 

 

1. THERE IS MORE THAT JESUS WANTS TO SAY TO YOU 

John 16: 12 “I still have many things to say to you, 

 

A. There is a body of truth and knowledge that Jesus desires for us all to 

attain. He desires that we grown in our understanding and knowledge 

of truth. 

 

B. Jesus does desire to speak to you. That is, you can hear the words of 

Jesus spoken into your soul. The first requirement is to first meet him. 

Then, after you meet him, you can begin to converse with him. In other 

words, believer, you are invited into a conversation with Jesus. In these 

verses before us today, we are given some insight as to how the 

protocol of conversation with Jesus takes place. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26738c


Illus—I once heard a Bible teacher explain that God deals with us like 

peeling an onion. One layer at a time. He does this because we could 

not bear for Him to show us everything He needs to do at one time. He 

deals with us issue by issue, attitude by attitude, one truth and then 

another. Each step of the way, the goal is that we become more like 

Christ. We are His workmanship (Eph. 2:10). We all are a work in 

progress.  

 

Question: Let me pause for a second and just ask you something. What 

is HE dealing with you about right now in the season you are in? How is 

it going? Peeling those layers can be painful can’t it? Just know, if He is 

dealing with you about it, then it means He knows it’s time for you to 

hear it and bear it. 

 

2. CERTAIN CONDITIONS HAVE TO OCCUR IN ORDER FOR YOU LEARN 

MORE 

…,but you cannot bear them now.  

 

The first two of these thing we pretty much just dealt with. But let me 

share these three conditions together. 

A. His willingness to share 

B. Our ability to bear 

C. The timing in our growth process 

Jesus said, “I still have many things to say to you.” This statement came 

after three years of daily interaction and discipleship. Yet, there was 

more that they would need to fully understand what that first three 

years was all about. In context, we know that they knew Jesus as their 



Lord, but they had not yet been given the Holy Spirit who would guide 

them deeper. We also know that certain events would have to take 

place in order for them to understand more: 

 1) They would need the Holy Spirit’s indwelling ministry of 

illumination and prophetic understanding. 

 2)They would need the historical event of the Christ’s death, 

burial, and resurrection. 

 

So, by principle, we can also know that in our own lives that there are 

certain things that may need to happen around us and in us in order to 

go to the next live of understanding and revelation. We live life in the 

Spirit but our bodies walk in out within the boundaries of time. 

 

3. THERE IS A DEFINITE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT INTO YOUR LIFE  

13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, 

A. There is a historical moment for the Spirit coming to the Church 

Acts 2 

B. There is a historical moment for the Spirit coming to the Christian 

Romans 8:9 

 

Do you know for sure that the Holy Spirit has come into your life? If not, 

you can be sure. At the end of this message today, we will invite you to 

come to make sure about the important matter of knowing Jesus and 

inviting Him into your life asking Him to flood your heart full of His Holy 

Spirit. 

 



4. THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL GUIDE YOU INTO ALL TRUTH 

…,He will guide you into all truth; 

 

A. I remind you that earlier in John 14:6, Jesus shared with them that he 

was the truth. Therefore, the ministry of the Holy Spirit as our guide is 

to take us deeper into the person of Jesus Christ. The totality of life is to 

be related to Him as the core and center of all truth. Think of this in 

light of these verses: 

 

John 1:  1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 

made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

 

Colossians 1: 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and 

that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for 

Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is 

the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by 

Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or 

things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.  

Hebrews 1: 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in 

time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken 

to us by HisSon, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through 

whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory 

and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the 



word of His power, when He had by Himself[a] purged our[b] sins, sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become so 

much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more 

excellent name than they. 

Illus—A young lady once asked a minister why the Lord allowed her to 

marry a young man who later was unfaithful and left her. The minister 

simply responded with the question, “Before you married, did you ask 

God who you should marry?” She responded that she had not. The 

minister then asked another question, “Is it fair to blame God for what 

happened since you never even asked Him if you should marry this 

man?”  The young lady then understood how she had been blaming 

God for something she never asked His guidance about.  

 

One of the wonderful assurances we have as believers is that we have 

the Holy Spirit who will lead us into all truth. The Lord desires to give us 

direction. Often we have not because we ask not. I encourage you to 

make the life long decision to consult with God on your decisions. It is 

amazing how He can alert you and direct you through His Word and His 

Spirit. Jesus promised us that we would be guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Take Him at His promise! 

THINK ABOUT IT: 

-What pain we could avoid 

-What blessing we could attain 

If we but allow the Spirit of God to do what he was sent to do, to guide 

us into all truth. 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29963a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%201&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29963b


5.  THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ON A MISSION IN YOUR LIFE 

You tend to think you are on a mission for God but more importantly 

God is on a mission in you. 

 

….;for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears 

He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, 

for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that 

the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and 

declare it to you.[c] 

 

The preceding verses teach us some great truths about the Holy Spirit: 

-He is sent by Jesus 

-He speaks what He hears 

-He will speak about future things 

-He will glorify Jesus 

-He speaks and imparts to you what belongs to Jesus 

 

Think About It: 

The Father speaks to Jesus. Jesus speaks to the Holy Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit speaks to you. You are invited into the sweet communion that is 

taking place between the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. You are there 

through Jesus who is your mediator, Elder brother, and Savior. 

 

It is as if they were in a conference room (the realm of the Spirit) 

enjoying sharing their hearts and wisdom with one another and then 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26738c


Jesus tells the Father about you. The Father shares with Jesus what He 

would like to give you. Jesus sends the Holy Spirit out of the room (into 

the realm of the natural) with that wisdom to where you are and 

delivers that wisdom to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This makes a great devotional talk or for a brief Sermon. 

 

THE LAST VERSE OF THE 19TH PSALM 

By Eddie Lawrence 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: Some years ago it was common place in the schools 

across America for students to begin their day with a bible reading and 

a prayer. In many cases, students were called upon to memorize 

Scriptures and recite them. One of the Bible verses that many students 

memorized is the last verse of the 19th Psalm. It reads: 

 

Psalm 19: 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  

         Be acceptable in Your sight,  

         O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer. 

 

The reason this verse was and is so popular among people that 

memorize Scripture is that it contains two areas of our lives, that if 

mastered, positions us to have  a life more well-lived. Those two areas 

are: 

1. What we think 

2. What we speak  

 

TRANSITION -- What we think and what we speak are important to God 

and should be important to us. If we can effectively experience godly 

change in these two areas of our lives, we would live in victory as never 



before. Please allow me to share some really neat truths with you in 

this brief little message that can bring big powerful results: 

 

First notice 3 Quick Observations about How We are to Live. 

 

This verse addresses: 

1. The Words of my mouth---What we speak. 

At over 25,000 words daily spoken, our mouths can quickly get us into 

more trouble than we have time to get out of. So this verse speaks 

about what we speak. 

2. The Meditations of my heart---What we think. 

What we speak usually flows out of what we think.  

What’s in the well, will come up in the bucket. Sometimes our bucket 

mouths show we are drawing water out of a muddy well. This verse 

gives points out that we need God’s help concerning what we think. 

3.  The Standard—Pleasing in God’s sight. This is the goal, to have a 

mind and mouth that God can be pleased with. The only way that can 

happen is with God’s help. 

 

Now that we see the three areas this verse addresses, lets-- 

Secondly notice 2 Great Resources God gives us to live by this great 

verse: 

 

1. God’s strength—It is through His power and only through His power 

that we can speak and think the right things 



 

Sometimes we speak before thinking and it gets us into trouble and 

sometimes we don’t speak but it is in our heart anyway and that gets us 

into trouble. 

 

James says, “No man can tame the tongue!” This is true. God is the only 

tongue tamer. 

 

Joke—Did you hear about the lady who came forward during the 

invitation and told the Pastor that she wanted to lay her tongue on the 

altar? The Pastor said, “Lady this altar is only 30 feet long.” 

 

Seriously, misusing our tongues is no laughing matter. People can be 

devastated by our gossip and criticism. We need the power of God in 

our hearts to purify the words that flow out of our mouths. 

 

2. God’s Redemption—when we speak or think in an ungodly way we 

are meditating on and sending forth those things from which Christ 

died to redeem us.  

 

We are to experience victory because we have been redeemed from 

those things. They should not lord over us. We are to lord over them 

because The Lord is in us through His redeeming power. 

 



When the Psalmist cries out “O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer”, 

he is decreeing over his life that in order for his mouth and his mind to 

please God, He relies upon the strength and redemption of God to 

transform him.  

 

We need to realize that often in order to see someone else’s life 

experience the strength and redemption of the Lord in their life, that 

we need to think and speak the right words concerning them. If we do 

not, we may be found releasing the very word s that the enemy may 

use to drive them further from the Lord. God help us! God help us! God 

help us to draw upon his power and redemption to saturate our minds 

and mouths so that our thoughts and our words will be pleasing in His 

sight. 

 

CONCLUSION – I want to leave you with two concluding question to 

ponder, “Would it not seem likely that the words and thoughts that the 

Lord hears that please Him will also be the very words that He is drawn 

to respond to with grace and favor?” AND “If this is true, then how do 

you suppose He responds to those thoughts and words that displease 

Him?” 

 

 

 

 

 



THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN APOSTOLIC HEART 

By Eddie Lawrence 

 

Introduction: You can be hand chosen by God. Called by God and given 

an assignment. You can be sent out with a message from God and 

literally go forth bearing His Name. What an awesome thought! But 

what if ahead of time, God showed you that by doing it, you would 

suffer many things because of it? 

 

When we look at God’s dealing with the Pharisee Saul, who became the 

Apostle Paul, we are given very specific information about what God 

called him to do. After his encounter with Jesus on the Road to 

Damascus he was literally blinded for three days and night during which 

time he did not eat or drink. The Lord appears in a vision to a man 

named Ananias who lived in Damascus and tells him to go lay hands on 

Saul (Paul). He is reluctant but then is reassured that it is safe to go 

because Saul had been chosen by God. This is recorded in Acts 9:15: 

 

Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine 

to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of 

Israel. 16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My 

name’s sake.”  

 

TRANSITION: Notice there are four distinct bits of information given 

concerning the call of God on this Apostle’s life. These are areas that 

God was calling Paul’s heart to align with His heart. I think they are also 



areas that every church should align with as well in order to have on 

our hearts what is on God’s heart. 

 

The first specific direction has to do with: 

1. Gentiles (World Missions Anointing) 

The word “Gentiles” in Acts 9:15 is the Greek word “ethnos.”  It speaks 

of a group of people. In missions’ language, it is a people group. Paul’s 

apostolic call involved reaching the nations. There are still millions of 

people who have never heard the name “Jesus.”  There are people 

groups that have been walled away from the Gospel.  There will be 

times, when God will call us to align with His heart for a people group.  

 

What if you lived in a group of people who had never heard about 

Jesus? Knowing what you now know about Jesus, would you want 

someone to come to you? Of course you would. But it requires a lot of 

courage, passion, and obedience to carry the name of Christ into such 

places. We can enter into God’s heart for such a people by praying, 

giving, and going. It is overwhelming for a church to think of reaching all 

the millions, but we can help reach one such group. We can give to help 

reach one. We need to be open to the Holy Spirit’s direction for the 

nations. This is part of carrying God’s heart. 

 

Before Jesus ascended he gave the orders, “Go into all the world and 

preach the Gospel.” He is still the ascended Lord and he has not 

rescinded what he said. He still has the nations on his heart. 

 



Illus --Lottie Moon was converted to the claims of Christ on December 

22, 1858. She then renounced her aristocratic background and served 

as a missionary in China for nearly five decades. Her sacrificial love can 

be summed up in this one quote:“If I had a thousand lives, I would give 

them all for the women of China.” 

Lottie Moon’s heart is the kind of heart I am talking about for a people 

group. Paul was also obedient to take the name of Christ to the nations. 

He started the missionary movement that resulted in each of us here 

today hearing about Jesus. 

 

The second specific direction has to do with: 

2. Kings (Governmental Anointing) 

On many occasions Paul stood before Kings. I call this the governmental 

anointing. There are some people who carry an anointing in which God 

has called them to stand before those in authority.  

Governments pass laws that make it easy or difficult for the Gospel to 

be preached. In either case, the people of a land need to hear the good 

news. We have a responsibility to pray for our government and for 

other governments.  It is easy to complain about government but more 

is required to intercede for government. When Paul had the 

opportunity, he presented the “Good News” to those in authority and 

he taught the churches he planted to pray for those in authority. He 

also taught the God ordained human government to oversee justice. So 

when we see injustice, our greatest course of action is to intercede for 

the human government to come into alignment with God’s heart on an 

issue. 

 



The third specific direction has to do with: 

3. Children of Israel (Heart for Israel Anointing) 

There is no doubt, that Israel has a special place in God’s heart. When 

we think of Israel, we should think of the family members of the person 

who gave his life to save ours.  

 

Illus—If a man heroically saved one of your children’s lives from sure 

destruction, what would be your attitude toward that man? What 

would be your attitude toward his family? Well, Israel is the family of 

the ONE who saved us. We should be grateful and have appreciation in 

our hearts that they brought to the world this ONE who ultimately 

became our hero. God chose that through Israel He would bring His Son 

to the world. 

 

Read the book of Acts and you will see how much trouble Paul got into 

in order to reach Israel with the Gospel. There is a war today against 

Israel. Each day, she is in the news. She is in the middle of conflict. 

Though she does not have much land, other nations many times larger 

want the land she has. We need to pray for Israel and the peace of 

Jerusalem. She is on God’s heart and should be on ours. We must bear 

his name before our Jewish friends in love and prayerfulness. 

 

The fourth specific direction has to do with: 

4. Suffering for His Name Sake (Suffering Anointing) 

“I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s 

sake.” 



 

There is a sense in which the pain and suffering of the people to whom 

you are called will be thrust upon you in various ways. This is the 

message of the cross. The bearing of the sin of others. Though we can 

provide no redemption of ourselves for other’s sins, we do stand as 

representatives of the One who can and who has provided redemption. 

We enter into the sufferings of Christ on behalf of others when we: 

 

-love the unlovable 

-bear the shame and reproach of others 

-sacrifice for those who do not appreciate it 

-lay down our lives for our enemies 

 

This is the suffering of the just for the unjust that has the motive of 

redemption at it’s heart. 

 

1 Peter 3: 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the 

unjust, that He might bring us[e] to God,… 

 

We need to realize that in the unfolding of God’s purposes in our lives 

there will always be two things to watch for: 

 

Assignment from the Spirit – The Lord will rally people to stand 

between you and the plans of the enemy in order for your assignment 

to be fulfilled. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20peter%203&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30439e


 

Assignment from Satan—The Enemy will rally people to stand between 

you and the plans of the Lord in order to keep you from fulfilling 

assignments. 

 

Paul knew those people God placed in his life to help him fulfill God’s 

purposes and he also knew about the messenger from Satan sent to 

buffet him. The enemy always wants to separate us from God’s 

purposes. Fulfilling the purposes of God in our lives brings God glory. 

The enemy wants the glory. 

 

This is true for each of us. Ananias was a person sent to help Saul in an 

urgent time of need. Shortly thereafter, someone else helps him by 

sharing about plans that a group had to kill him. Another group let him 

down in a basket to escape. Not long afterwards, Barnabas is raised up 

to help connect him with the Apostles at Jerusalem, and on and on you 

will see God positioning people to help Paul fulfill his assignments. 

 

-Are we willing to have God’s heart for people and suffer at the very 

hands of those we are bearing the name of Christ? This is the heart of 

Christ.  

 

Conclusion—How are we doing? Do we have a heart for the nations? 

Do we have a heart for justice issues? Do we have a heart for Israel? 

Are we willing to suffer for Christ’s sake in order to bring him to others? 

 



A LIVING SACRIFICE 
By Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION –  What does it mean for you to live sacrificially for the 

Lord? (Pause and give them time to think) It would be interesting to 

hear all of your answers. However, a more accurate question may be, 

“What does the Bible say that a sacrificial life looks like?” Do you 

remember the story of the pig and the chicken walking down the 

street? They see a sign on a restaurant window that says “Ham and 

Eggs for breakfast $1.99”  The chicken seemed pleased that they would 

charge  $1.99. However, the chicken noticed the pig was upset. Why 

are you upset my friend, the chicken asked the pig. The pig answered, 

“For you it’s all in a day’s work, for me it is a real sacrifice.”  Let’s read 

what the Apostle Paul had to say about being living sacrifices. 

 

TEXT:Romans 12: 1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 

God, whichis your reasonable service. 2And do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 

prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 

TRANSITION – In these incredible verses I want you to see with me 

fourcomponents in this passage that teach us about being a living 

sacrifice for the Lord and His purposes. 

 

The first component is: 

1. PRESENTATION 



-The phrase “ That ye present” refers to a definite act of presentation. 

The verb is used of offering a sacrifice that became “holy” under the 

Leviticallaw. We see here a principle that the Christian life begins with 

total commitment and a steadfast presentation of one’s self to the Lord 

for His purpose. 

 

GREEK WORD DEFINITION -- “Present” 3936  { par-is’-tay-

mee}  or prolonged  { par-is-tan’-o}  

from 3844 and 2476; TDNT - 5:837, 788; v 

AV - stand by 13, present 9, yield 5, show 2, stand 2, misc 11; 42 

GK - 4224 { paristavnw }* & 4225 { parivsthmi } 

1) to place beside or near 

1a) to set at hand 

1a1) to present 

1a2) to proffer 

1a3) to provide 

1a4) to place a person or thing at one’s disposal 

1a5) to present a person for another to see and question 

1a6) to present or show 

1a7) to bring to, bring near 

1a8) metaph. i.e. to bring into one’s fellowship or intimacy 

1b) to present (show) by argument, to prove 

2) to stand beside, stand by or near, to be at hand, be present 



2a) to stand by 

2a1) to stand beside one, a bystander 

2b) to appear 

2c) to be at hand, stand ready 

2d) to stand by to help, to succour 

2e) to be present 

2e1) to have come 

2e2) of time 

 

-The phrase “you body” shows us that what was once used an 

instrument to sin is now presented to be used to the glory and 

purposes of God. To do God’s will is the aim of a believer’s life. The 

surrender of the will and the presentation of all other faculties are 

dedicated to God for His use altogether.  

 

-This is a “no reservation” act of one’s will laying down itself to the 

higher and more noble will of God. 

 

- “Living Sacrifice” as opposed to the dead body of a slain animal. A 

sacrifice that lives and breathes and as such “willfully” gives of its self to 

the Lord. 

 

Following are some wonderful scriptures of the sacrifices we can make: 

 

 



Psalm 107: 21 Oh, thatmen would give thanks to the LORDfor His 

goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of men! 

22 Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving,  

And declare His works with rejoicing. 

 

Psalm 141: 2 Let my prayer be set before Youas incense,  

The lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 

Psalm 116: 17 I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving,  

And will call upon the name of the LORD. 

 

 

GREEK WORD DEFINITION --“Service” 2999 { lat-ri’-ah}  

from 3000; TDNT - 4:58, 503; n f 

AV - service 4, divine service 1; 5 

GK - 3301 { latreiva } 

 

1) service rendered for hire 

1a) any service or ministration: the service of God 

2) the service and worship of God according to the requirements 

of the Levitical law 

3) to perform sacred services 



So the idea is that a person willfully presents their life to the Lord to 

be used in His service according to His will. Many have discovered the 

joy of doing this and many suffer from the want of doing this. 

Illus--One-Legged Missionary 

A one-legged school teacher from Scotland came to J. Hudson 

Taylor to offer  himself for service in China. “With only 

one leg, why do you think of going as a missionary?” 

asked Taylor. “I do not see those with two legs going,” 

replied George Scott. He was accepted. 

 

The second component is: 

2. CONFORMATION 

Romans 12:2. Be not conformed (lit., “stop conforming yourselves”): 

They are to resist being poured into the mold of the present thinking, 

value systems, and conduct of this world. This term is used only here 

and in 1 Peter 1:14. 

 

ILLUS--A farmer once went to the county fair with a pumpkin that was 

the exact size and shape of a two-gallon jug. His pumpkin won the blue 

ribbon. When someone asked how he got a pumpkin to look like that, 

he said, "It was easy. As soon as it started to grow, I stuck it inside a 

two-gallon jug." Paul exhorts us to not be conformed to this world 

(Rom. 12:2). If we don't heed his advice, we will soon find ourselves 

pressed into the mold of this world. 

 



ILLUS- We all have pressures placed upon us to conform to the system 

of this world. How many of you ladies have worn shoes that you had to 

wedge your feet into, and they were terribly painful to wear, but yet, 

you wore them because they were in style. How many of you guys have 

bought that new set of clubs in order to sport the latest and hottest 

thing out? We all have areas where we are pressured to conform. 

 

* Newsweek reported a survey that compared the moral and religious 

attitudes of 104 top television writers and executives with the 

American public. The following data emerged: 49 percent of Hollywood 

believe adultery is wrong, as opposed to 85 percent of the public. Forty-

five percent of Hollywood has no religious affiliation as opposed to 4 

percent of the public. Twenty percent of Hollywood believes 

homosexual acts are wrong, as opposed to 76 percent of the public. 

Ninety-seven percent of Hollywood believe in a woman's right to an 

abortion, as opposed to 59 percent of the public. The entertainment 

industry is shaping and influencing the lives of many people. We must 

temper that influence with biblical morals and values.* Newsweek, July 

20, 1992, p. 55 (You may be able to locate more current stats) 

 

QUOTE -- "We used to think that the chief end of man was to glorify 

God. Now we're tempted to say the chief end of God is to gratify 

man."  --Oswald Sanders 

 

The third component is: 

3. TRANSFORMATION 



The word literally means “to have a form altered.” This is a radical 

change from the inside out. The believer achieves this state of 

metamorphosis by the operation of the Holy Spirit’s renewing his mind, 

making it possible for the believer “to prove” or “to test in order to 

find” that good, acceptable, and perfect will of God. 

 

Illus-A silversmith doesn't need a fancy formula for calculating purity. 

He knows the silver is free of dross when he can see his reflection in the 

liquefied metal. When are we pure? When Christ looks at us and sees 

his reflection. (See Romans 8:29.) 

 

Quote --"If worship does not change us, it has not been worship."  

--Richard Foster 

 

Illus-- As an eighteen-year-old, Isaac was tired of the music they sang at 

his church. He was so troubled by the predicament; he approached his 

father and voiced his complaint. The stern deacon scolded his son and 

said, “Those hymns were good enough for your grandfather and your 

father, so they will have to be good enough for you!” The young man 

boldly replied, “They will never do for me, regardless of what you and 

your father thought of them.” In anger, Isaac’s father shouted, “If you 

don’t like the hymns we sing, then write better ones!” Isaac calmly 

answered, “I have written better ones, and if you will relax and listen, I 

will read one for you.” The older man took the piece from his son and 

was amazed by what he saw. He was impressed enough to take the 

new hymn to church the following Sunday. The congregation sang this 

new song with delight and requested that Isaac prepare another hymn 

for the next Sunday. He obliged their request and this pattern 



continued for 222 consecutive Sundays. In so doing, Isaac Watts single-

handedly revolutionized congregational singing three hundred years 

ago. Before the United States was born, he wrote great hymns like 

“Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed?”, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, 

At the Cross”, “O God Our Help in Ages Past”, and “Joy to the World.” 

When assessing the issues of church music today, it is wise to think 

about Isaac Watts and what happened three centuries ago.(Stories of 

Christmas Carols, Ernest Emurian, 1967, p. 73) 

 

The fourhtcomponent is: 

4. CONFIRMATION 

 The phrase “Prove (dokimazo) the perfect will of God” 

This tells us that we have a confirmation concerning God’s will for our 

lives. When we present ourselves and lay it all down before the Lord, 

we then direction begins to flow concerning the steps we need to take. 

The Lord is faithful to instruct us into His perfect complete will for our 

lives one step at a time. Each step of direction usually follows an act of 

surrender. 

 

ILLUS--  “Will you please tell me in a few words,” said a Christian 

woman to a minister, “what you think ‘consecration’ means?” Holding 

out a blank sheet of paper, the minister replied, “It is to sign your name 

at the bottom of this blank sheet and let God fill it in as He wills.” 

 

Often, in our reservation, we want God to tell us what He wants us to 

do before we do it. But often, God is waiting for our willingness to do it, 



before He tells us. It is not like we get additional options if we don’t like 

the first one. He wants our willingness. This is our act of consecration. 

CONCLUSION—How do you put all this into action? How do you know 

that you are a living sacrifice? How can you know you are in the middle 

of God’s will? May I suggest you consider what I will call the CIRCLE 

TEST. Let me explain: 

A well know evangelist by the name of Gypsy Smith was once asked 

how to start a revival. He answered, “Go home, lock yourself in your 

room and kneel down in the middle of your floor. Draw a chalk mark all 

around yourself and ask God to start the revival inside that chalk mark. 

When he has answered your prayer, the revival will be on.”  

Why not covenant with God to draw that private circle? Somehow 

mysteriously when we lay everything before the Lord and hold out 

empty outstretched hands extended from an abandoned heart for Him, 

He transforms us.  (Transition to Invitation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HUMILITY – THE PRIDELESS LIFESTYLE 
by Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

The writer of Proverbs tells us that “God hates the proud look” and that  

“There is more hope for a fool than a man who is wise in his own 

conceit.” 

 

Think about it, “Do you want God to look at you and see something He 

hates.” No! Well, He hates a proud look. A proud look is the facial 

expression that proceeds from a proud heart. 

 

Think about it, “Do you want God to look at your life and see something 

that will cause Him to resist you?” No! Well, the Word of God says, God 

resist the proud! 

 

The problem with PRIDE is its middle letter. It is the self-centered life. It 

is the “Big Me” and “Little You” type of thinking. So in this message I 

want to make you hate the thing that God hates. The way I am going to 

attempt to do that is by reminding you of what Pride will cause in your 

life: 

 

 

1. Pride will cause you to miss God and find trouble. 



Proverbs “Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a 

fall.” 

 

ILLUS—One of the more recent technological developments has been 

the Global Satellite Positioning device, or GPS. You can look on a map 

and then see where you are in relation to where you are going. If you 

don’t know where you are going, you can just check it as you move and 

see the direction you are headed and then you can know where you are 

going. 

 

Similarly, you can look into your life and if you see Pride, the Bible tells 

you that you can know where you are headed—toward destruction and 

a fall. 

 

2. Pride will cause you to see the faults of others but not your own. 

Luke 18: 10  "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 

and the other a tax collector.  11  "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus 

with himself, `God, I thank You that I am not like other men--

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  12  `I fast 

twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.'  13  "And the tax 

collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise [his] eyes to 

heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  

14  "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified [rather] than 

the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 

humbles himself will be exalted." 

 



QUESTION--In the above story, who got attention? Both of them did. 

One got man’s attention. The other got God’s attention.  

 

Even the world is turned off by a boastful arrogant individual who 

thinks they are better than everybody else.  

 

There is a principle in the above story. The man who makes himself tall 

will in the end be made small. 

 

3. Pride will cause you to have a faulty view of God and self--this is 

what   happened to the devil. 

 

1 Timothy 3:6  not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into 

the [same] condemnation as the devil. 

 

ILLUS--In other words, PRIDE blinds us to who we really are. Therefore 

we become too self-important and begin thinking the earth actually 

rotates around us. Remind you of someone else? Reminds me of what 

happened to Lucifer who fell from Heaven. Yep, he got to looking at 

himself and comparing how much more beautiful he was than the other 

angels, and then the next thing you know, he thinks he should be God. 

What happened? He fell. What awaits him? Eternal destruction.  

 

Pride will cause you to follow the wrong set of footprints dear friend! 

 



4. Pride will cause God to resist you.  

1 Peter 5:5  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to [your] 

elders. Yes, all of [you] be submissive to one another, and be clothed 

with humility, for  "God resists the proud,  But gives grace to the 

humble."  6  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 

God, that He may exalt you in due time,  7  casting all your care upon 

Him, for He cares for you. 

 

Illus—In a football game we often see a running back put out a stiff arm 

to keep a defender from tackling him. To me, this is the picture I see in 

the above verse. God stiff arms the person who has pride. In other 

words, whatever God is carrying, you can’t get to it if there is pride in 

the way. 

 

5. Pride will cause you NOT to submit to God and NOT resist the Devil. 

James 4: 6  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says:  "God resists 

the proud,  But gives grace to the humble."  7  Therefore submit to God. 

Resist the devil and he will flee from you.   

 

NO SUBMISSION TO GOD 

-Pride is a prayer killer. 

Prayers from a proud heart go no further than our own ears which is 

why the proud person prays anyway, to hear himself. 

 

NO RESISTANCE TO THE DEVIL 

 



Illus—There is a terrible flu season going on this year. People are being 

encouraged to have their flu shots in order to create resistance to the 

flu virus going around. People take the vaccinations because they don’t 

want the flu to attack them if it comes near them.  

 

 

If there were no other reason to avoid PRIDE it would be enough to 

know that PRIDE will take away your resistance to the Devil. You do not 

have the power to overcome and defeat the Devil with PRIDE in your 

heart. PRIDE I self-reliance and you can’t defeat the Devil without 

relying on the power of Jesus Christ. 

 

CONCLUSION—I am calling on this church to be filled with hatred! Yes, 

hatred! May God help us to hate PRIDE when we see in our lives. 

 

God hates pride, therefore we should hate pride.  

 

Proverbs 6:16  These six [things] the Lord hates,  Yes, seven [are] an 

abomination to Him:  17  A proud look, 

 

 

 

 



FREE SERMON BY C.H. SPURGEON 

THE FAITH OF RAHAB 

The following sermon is by Charles Haddon Spurgeon. It is freely 

available in the public domain. I have added nothing to it. However, I 

did change the formatting a little and separated out the points and 

put them in bold print to make it easier reading for you. It is a great 

outline and might encourage you in preaching from the story of 

Rahab. 

 

 

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, MARCH 1, 1857, 

BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON, 

AT THE MUSIC HALL ROYAL SURREY GARDENS. 

 

“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, 

when she 

had received the spies with peace. Hebrews 11:31. 

 

IN almost every capital of Europe there are varieties of triumphal 

arches or columns upon which are recorded thevaliant deeds of the 

country’s generals, its emperors, or its monarchs. You will find, in one 

case, the thousand battles of a 

Napoleon recorded and in another you find the victories of a Nelson 

pictured. It seems, therefore but right, that faith,which is the mightiest 



of the mighty, should have a pillar raised to its honor upon which its 

valiant deeds should be recorded. 

The Apostle Paul undertook to raise the structure and he erected a 

most Magnificent pillar in the chapter beforeus. It recites the victories 

of faith. It begins with one triumph of faith and then proceeds to 

others. 

 

We have, in one place, faith triumphing over death—Enoch entered not 

the gates of Hades but reached Heaven byanother road from that 

which is usual to men. We have faith, in another place, wrestling with 

time—Noah, warned ofGod concerning things not seen as yet, wrestled 

with time, which placed his deluge a hundred and twenty years 

away.And yet, in the confidence of faith he believed against all rational 

expectation, against all probability and his faith wasmore than a match 

for probability and time, too. 

 

We have faith triumphing over infirmity—when Abraham begot a son in 

his old age. And then we have faith triumphingover natural affection as 

we see Abraham climbing to the top of the hill and raising the knife to 

slay his only and 

beloved son at the command of God. We see faith, again, entering the 

lists with the infirmities of old age and the pains ofthe last struggle as 

we read—“By faith, Jacob, when he was dying, blessed both the sons of 

Joseph and worshipped leaningon the top of his staff.” Then we have 

faith combating the allurements of a wealthy court—“By faith Moses 

esteemedthe reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 

Egypt.” 

 



We see faith dauntless in courage when Moses forsook Egypt, not 

fearing the wrath of the king and equally patientin suffering when he 

endured as seeing Him who is invisible. We have faith dividing seas and 

casting down strong walls. 

And then, as though the greatest victory should be recorded last, we 

have faith entering the lists with sin, holding atournament with iniquity 

and coming off more than a conqueror. “Rahab perished not with them 

that believed not, 

when she had received the spies with peace.” That this woman was no 

mere hostess but a real harlot, I have abundantlyproved to every 

candid hearer while reading the chapter. I am persuaded that nothing 

but a spirit of distaste for free 

grace would ever have led any commentator to deny her sin. 

 

I do think this triumph of faith over sin is not the least here recorded 

but that if there be any superiority ascribableto any one of faith’s 

exploits, this is, in some sense, the greatest of all. What? Faith, did you 

fight with hideous lust?What? Would you struggle with that fiery 

passion which sends forth flame from human breasts? What? Would 

you touchwith your hallowed fingers foul and bestial debauchery? 

“Yes,” says Faith, “I did encounter this abomination of iniquity, 

I delivered this woman from the loathsome chambers of vice, the wily 

snares of enchantment and the fearful penaltyof transgression. Yes, I 

brought her off saved and rescued, gave her purity of heart and 

renewed in her the beauty of holiness. 

And now her name shall be recorded in the roll of my triumphs as a 

woman full of sin, yet saved by faith.” 



 

I shall have some things to say this morning concerning this notable 

victory of faith over sin such as I think will leadyou to see that this was 

indeed a super-eminent triumph of faith. I will make my divisions 

alliterative, that you may recollectthem. This woman’s faith was saving 

faith, singular faith, stable faith, self-denying faith, sympathizing faith 

andsanctifying faith. Let no one run away, when I shall have expounded 

the first point and miss the rest, for you cannot apprehendthe whole 

power of her faith unless you remember each of those particulars I am 

about to mention. 

 

1. In the first place, this woman’s faith was SAVING FAITH.  

 

All the other persons mentioned here were doubtless saved by faith. 

But I do not find it specially remarked concerning any of them that they 

perished not through their faith.While it is particularly said of this 

woman that she was delivered amidst the general destruction of 

Jericho purely andonly through her faith. And, without doubt, her 

salvation was not merely of a temporal nature, not merely a 

deliveranceof her body from the sword but redemption of her soul 

from Hell. Oh, What a mighty thing faith is when it saves the soulfrom 

going down to the pit! 

 

So mighty is the ever-rushing torrent of sin that no arm but that which 

is as strong as Deity can ever stop the sinnerfrom being hurried down 

to the gulf of black despair. And when nearing that gulf so impetuous is 

the torrent of Divine 



wrath that nothing can snatch the soul from perdition but an 

atonement which is as Divine as God Himself. Yet faith isthe instrument 

of accomplishing the whole work. It delivers the sinner from the stream 

of sin and laying hold upon the 

omnipotence of the Spirit, it rescues him from that great whirlpool of 

destruction unto which his soul was being hurried.What a great thing it 

is to save a soul! 

 

You can never know how great it is unless you have stood in the 

capacity of a savior to other men. Yonder heroicman who, yesterday, 

when the house was burning, climbed the creaking staircase and almost 

suffocated by the smoke, 

entered an upper chamber, snatched a babe from its bed and a woman 

from the window, bore them both down in his armsand saved them at 

the peril of his own life—he can tell you what a great thing it is to save 

a fellow creature. Yonder noble-hearted youth who, yesterday, sprang 

into the river at the hazard of himself and snatched a drowning man 

fromdeath—he felt when he stood upon the shore, what a great thing 

it is to save a life. 

 

Ah, but you cannot tell what a great thing it is to save a soul! It is only 

our Lord Jesus Christ who can tell you that,for He is the only One who 

has ever been the Savior of sinners. And remember, you can only know 

how great a thing faithis by knowing the infinite value of the salvation 

of a soul. Now, “By faith, the harlot Rahab was delivered.” That she 

wasreally saved in a Gospel sense as well as temporally seems to me to 

be proved from her reception of the spies which was anemblem of the 

entrance of the Word into the heart and her hanging out of the scarlet 



thread was an evidence of faith, notinaptly picturing faith in the blood 

of Jesus the Redeemer. 

 

But who can measure the length and breadth of that word—salvation? 

Ah, it was a mighty deed which faith accomplishedwhen he bore her off 

in safety. Poor Sinner, take comfort! The same faith which saved Rahab 

can save you. Are 

you literally one of Rahab’s sisters in guilt? She was saved and so may 

you be, if God shall grant you repentance. Woman,are you loathsome 

to yourself? Do you stand at this moment in this assembly and say, “I 

am ashamed to be here. I know I 

have no right to stand among people who are chaste and honest!” I bid 

you still remain. Yes, come again and make thisyour Sabbath house of 

prayer. You are no intruder! You are welcome! For you have a sacred 

right to the courts of mercy. 

You have a sacred right—for here sinners are invited and you are such. 

Believe in Christ and you, like Rahab, shall notperish with the 

disobedient but even you shall be saved. 

 

And now there is some gentleman in the audience who says, “There’s a 

Gospel for you. It is a kind of sanctuary forwicked men unto which the 

worst of people may run and be saved.” Yes, that is the stale objection 

which Celsus usedagainst Origen in his discussion. “But,” said Origen, “it 

is true, Celsus, that Christ’s Gospel is a sanctuary for thieves,robbers, 

murderers and harlots. But know this, it is not a sanctuary merely, it is 

an hospital, too. For it heals their sins,delivers them from their diseases 

and they are not afterwards what they were before they received the 

Gospel.” 



 

I ask no man today to come to Christ and then continue his sins. If so, I 

should ask him to do an absurdity. As wellmight I talk of delivering a 

Prometheus, while his chains are allowed to remain upon him and bind 

him to his rock. Itcannot be. Christ takes away the vulture from the 

conscience but he takes away the chains, too, and makes the 

manwholly free when He does it at all. Yet, we repeat it again—the 

chief of sinners are as welcome to Christ as the best ofsaints. The 

fountain filled with blood was opened for sin-stained ones. The robe of 

Christ was woven for naked ones. Thebalm of Calvary was compounded 

for sick ones—life came into the world to raise the dead. And oh, you 

perishing andguilty souls! May God give you Rahab’s faith and you shall 

have this salvation and shall with her stand yonder, wherethe white-

robed, spotless hosts sing unending hallelujah to God and the Lamb. 

 

II. But mark, Rahab’s faith was a SINGULAR FAITH.  

 

The City of Jericho was about to be attacked. Within itswalls there were 

hosts of people of all classes and characters and they knew right well 

that if their city should be sackedand stormed they would all be put to 

death. But yet, strange to say, there was not one of them who repented 

of sin, orwho even asked for mercy except this woman who had been a 

harlot. She and she alone was delivered, a solitary oneamong a 

multitude. Now, have you ever felt that it is a very hard thing to have a 

singular faith? It is the easiest thing inthe world to believe as everybody 

else believes—the difficulty is to believe a thing alone, when no one 

else thinks as youthink. 

 



To be the solitary champion of a righteous cause when the enemy 

musters his thousands to the battle. Now this wasthe faith of Rahab. 

She had not one who felt as she did, who could enter into her feelings 

and realize the value of her 

faith. She stood alone. Oh, it is a noble thing to be the lonely follower of 

despised Truth! There are some who could tellyou a tale of standing up 

alone. There have been days when the world poured continually a river 

of infamy and calumny 

upon them but they stemmed the torrent and by continued grace, 

made strong in weakness, they held their own until thecurrent turned 

and they, in their success, were praised and applauded by the very men 

who sneered before. 

 

Then did the world accord them the name of “great.” But where lay 

their greatness? Why, in this—that they stoodas firm in the storm as 

they stood in the calm. That they were as content to serve God alone as 

they were to run by fifties. 

To be good we must be singular. Christians must swim against the 

stream. Dead fish always float down stream but theliving fish forces its 

way against the current. Now, worldly religious men will go just as 

everybody else goes. That isnothing. The thing is to stand alone, like 

Elijah, when he said, “I only am left and they seek my life.” To feel in 

one’s selfthat we believe as firmly as if a thousand witnesses stood up 

by our side. 

 

Oh, there is no great right in a man, no strong-minded right, unless he 

dares to be singular. Why the most of you areas afraid as you can be to 



be unfashionable. You spend more money than you ought because you 

think you must be respectable. 

 

You dare not move in opposition to your Brethren in the circle in which 

you move. And therefore you involveyourselves in difficulties. You are 

blindfolded by the rich fabric of fashion and you tolerate many a wrong 

thing becauseit is customary. But a strong-minded man is one who does 

not try to be singular but who dares to be singular when heknows that 

to be singular is to be right. Now, Rahab’s faith, sinner as she was, had 

this glory, this crown about its head, 

that she stood alone—“faithful among the faithless found.” 

 

And why should not God vouchsafe the same faith to you, my poor 

sinning but contrite Hearer? You live in a backstreet, in a house which 

contains none but Sabbath-breakers and irreligious men and women. 

But if you have grace in 

your heart you will dare to do right. You belong to an infidel club. If you 

should make them a speech after your own consciencethey would hiss 

you. And if you forsook their company, they would persecute you. Go 

and try them. Dare them. 

See whether you can do it. For if you are afraid of men, you are taken in 

a snare which may prove your grief and is nowyour sin. 

 

Mark you, the chief of sinners can make the most daring saint. The 

worst men in the devil’s army, when they are converted,make the 

truest soldiers for Jesus. The forlorn hope of Christendom has generally 

been led by men who haveproven the high efficacy of grace to an 



eminent degree by having been saved from the deepest sins. Go on and 

the Lordgive you that high and singular faith! 

 

III. Furthermore, this woman’s faith was a STABLE FAITH,  

 

which stood firm in the midst of trouble. I have heard of a Church 

clergyman who was once waited upon by his church warden, after a 

long time of drought and was requestedto put up the prayer for rain. 

“Well,” said he, “my good man, I will offer it but it’s not a bit of use 

while the wind’s inthe east, I’m sure.” There are many who have that 

kind of faith—they believe just so far as probabilities go with them 

but when the promise and the probability part, then they follow the 

probability and part with the promise. They say,“The thing is likely, 

therefore I believe it.” But that is not faith—it is sight. 

 

True faith exclaims, “The thing is unlikely, yet I believe it.” This is real 

faith. Faith is to say, “Mountains, when indarkness hidden, are as real 

as in day.” Faith is to look through that cloud, not with the eye of sight, 

which sees nothing,but with the eye of faith, which sees everything and 

to say, “I trust Him when I cannot trace Him. I tread the sea as firmlyas I 

would the rock. I walk as securely in the tempest as in the sunshine and 

lay myself to rest upon the surging billows of 

the ocean as contentedly as upon my bed.” The faith of Rahab was the 

right sort of faith, for it was firm and enduring. 

 



I will just have a little talk with Rahab this morning, as I suppose old 

Unbelief did commune with her. Now, mygood Woman, don’t you see 

the absurdity of this thing? Why, the people of Israel are on the other 

side of Jordan and 

there is no bridge—how are they to get over? Of course they must go 

up higher towards the fords. And then Jericho willbe for a long time 

secure. They will take other cities before coming to Jericho. And 

besides, the Canaanites are mighty 

and the Israelites are only a parcel of slaves. They will soon be cut in 

pieces and that will be the end of them. So why doyou harbor these 

spies? Why put your life in jeopardy for such an improbability? 

 

“Ah,” says she, “I do not care about the Jordan. My faith can believe 

across the Jordan, or else it were only a dryland faith.” By-and-by they 

march through the Jordan dry shod, then faith gets firmer confidence. 

“Ah,” says she, secretly 

within herself, what she would willingly have said to her neighbors, 

“Will you not now believe? Will you not nowsue for mercy?” “No,” they 

say, “the walls of Jericho are strong—can the feeble host resist us?” 

And lo, on the morrow 

the troops are out and what do they do? They simply blow a number of 

rams’ horns. Her neighbors say, “Why, Rahab,you do not mean to say 

you believe now? They are mad.” 

 

The people just go round the city and all hold their tongues except the 

few priests blowing rams’ horns. “Why, it isridiculous. It were quite a 

new thing in warfare to hear of men taking a city by blowing rams’ 



horns.” That was the firstday. Probably the next day Rahab thought 

they would come with scaling ladders and mount the walls. But no, 

rams’home again, up to the seventh day. And this woman kept the 

scarlet thread in the window all the time, kept her father 

and mother and brothers and sisters in the house and would not let 

them go out. And on the seventh day when the peoplemade a great 

shout, the wall of the city fell flat to the ground. 

 

But her faith overcame her womanly timidity and she remained within, 

although the wall was tumbling to theground. Rahab’s house stood 

alone upon the wall, a solitary fragment amidst an universal wreck and 

she and her household 

were all saved. Now would you have thought that such a rich plant 

would grow in such poor soil—that strong faithcould grow in such a 

sinful heart as that of Rahab? Ah, but here it is that God exercises His 

great husbandry! “My Father 

is the Husbandman,” said Christ. Any husbandman can get a good crop 

out of good soil. But God is the Husbandmanwho can grow cedars on 

rocks, who can not only put the hyssop upon the wall but put the oak 

there, too and make the 

greatest faith spring up in the most unlikely position. 

 

All glory to His grace! The greatest sinner may become great in faith. Be 

of good cheer, then, Sinner! If Christshould make you repent, you have 

no need to think that you shall be the least in the family. Oh, no—your 

name may yet 



be written among the mightiest of the mighty and you may stand as a 

memorable and triumphant instance of the powerof faith! 

 

IV. This woman’s faith was A SELF-DENYING FAITH.  

 

She dared to risk her life for the sake of the spies. She knew that if they 

were found in her house she would be put to death but though she was 

so weak as to do a sinful deed to preservethem, yet she was so strong 

that she would run the risk of being put to death to save these two 

men. It is somethingto be able to deny yourselves. An American once 

said, “I have got a good religion. Its the right sort of religion. I do 

notknow that it costs me a cent a year. And yet I believe I am as truly a 

religious men as anybody.” “Ah!” said one whoheard it, “the Lord have 

mercy on your miserable stingy soul. For if you had been saved you 

would not have been contentwith a cent a year.” 

 

I hazard this assertion, that there is nothing in the faith of that man 

who does not exercise self-denial. If we nevergive anything to Christ’s 

cause, work for Christ, deny ourselves for Christ, the root of the matter 

is not in us. I might callsome of you hypocrites—you sing— 

 

“And if I might make some reserve, 

And duty did not call, 

I love my God with zeal so great, 

That I could give him all.” 

 



Yes you could but you would not. You know better than that, for you do 

not, as it is, give all. No, nor even half, nor yetthe thousandth part. 

 

I suppose you think you are poor yourselves, though you have got some 

thousand pounds odd a year. And so youkeep it yourself, under the 

notion that, “He that gives to the poor lends to the Lord.” I don’t know 

how else it is youmake your religion square with itself and be at all 

consistent. This woman said, “If I must die for these men, I will. I 

amprepared, bad name as I have, to have a worse name still. As a 

traitor to my country I am prepared to be handed down toinfamy if it is 

necessary. For having betrayed my country in taking in these spies I 

know it is God’s will it should be doneand do it I will at every hazard.” 

 

O Brethren, trust not your faith, unless it has self-denial with it. Faith 

and self-denial, like the Siamese twins, areborn together and must live 

together and the food that nourishes one must nourish both. But this 

woman, poor sinner as 

she was, would deny herself. She brought her life, even as that other 

woman who was a sinner brought the alabaster boxof precious 

ointment and broke it on the head of Christ. 

 

V. Not to detain you too long, another point very briefly. This 

woman’s faith was a SYMPATHIZING FAITH.  

 

She did not believe for herself only. She desired mercy for her relations. 

Said she, “I want to be saved but that very desiremakes me want to 



have my father saved and my mother saved and my brother saved and 

my sister saved.” I know a man 

who walks seven miles every Sabbath to hear the Gospel preached at a 

certain place—a place where they preach the Gospel. 

 

You know that very particular, superfine sort—the Gospel—a Gospel, 

the spirit of which consists in bad temper,carnal security, arrogance and 

a seared conscience. 

 

But this man was one day met by a friend, who said to him,  

“Where is your wife?”  

“Wife?” said he to him.  

“What?Does she not come with you?”  

“Oh, no,” said the man, “she never goes anywhere.”  

“Well but,” said he, “don’t you try toget her to go and the children?”  

“No. The fact of it is, I think, if I look to myself, that is quite enough.”  

“Well,” said theother, “and you believe you are God’s elect, do you?”  

“Yes.” “Well then,” said the other, “I don’t think you are, becauseyou 

are worse than a heathen man and a publican, for you don’t care for 

your own household. Therefore I don’t thinkyou give much evidence of 

being God’s elect. God’s elect love their fellow-creatures.” 

 

So sure as your faith is real, it will want to bring others in. You will say, 

“You want to make proselytes?” Yes. Andyou will reply, that Christ said 

to the Pharisees, “You compass sea and land to make one proselyte.” 

Yes and Christ did 



not find fault with them for doing so. What He found fault with them 

for was this—“When you have found him youmake him ten-fold more 

the child of Hell than yourselves.” The spirit of proselyting is the spirit 

of Christianity and we 

ought to be desirous of possessing it. If any man will say, “I believe 

such-and-such a thing is true but I do not wish anyoneelse to believe 

it,” I will tell you it is a lie. He does not believe it, for it is impossible, 

heartily and really, to believe a 

thing without desiring to make others believe the same. 

 

And I am sure of this, moreover, it is impossible to know the value of 

salvation without desiring to see othersbrought in. Said that renowned 

preacher, Whitfield, “As soon as I was converted I wanted to be the 

means of the conversionof all that I had ever known. There were a 

number of young men that I had played cards with, that I had sinned 

withand transgressed with. The first thing I did was, I went to their 

houses to see what I could do for their salvation, norcould I rest until I 

had the pleasure of seeing many of them brought to the Savior.” This is 

a first-fruit of the Spirit. It is akind of instinct in a young Christian. He 

must have other people feel what he feels. Says one young man, in 

writing to methis week, “I have been praying for my fellow-clerk in the 

office. I have desired that he might be brought to the Saviorbut at 

present there is no answer to my prayers.” 

 

Do not give a penny for that man’s piety which will not spread itself. 

Unless we desire others to taste the benefits wehave enjoyed, we are 

either inhuman monsters or outrageous hypocrites. I think the last is 

more likely. But this woman 



was so strong in faith that all her family were saved from destruction. 

Young woman! You have a father and he hates theSavior. Oh, pray for 

him! Mother, you have a son—he scoffs at Christ. Cry out to God for 

him! Yes, my Friends—young 

people like myself—we little know what we owe to the prayers of our 

parents. I feel that I shall never be able sufficientlyto bless God for a 

praying mother. 

 

I thought it was a great nuisance to be had in at such a time to pray and 

more especially to be made to cry, as mymother used to make me cry. I 

would have laughed at the idea of anybody else talking to me about 

these things. But when 

she prayed and said, “Lord, save my son Charles,” and then was 

overcome and could not get any further for crying, youcould not help 

crying, too. You could not help feeling. It was of no use trying to stand 

against it. Ah and there you are, 

young man! Your mother is dying and one thing which makes her 

deathbed bitter is that you scoff God and hate Christ.Oh, it is the last 

stage of impiety, when a man can think lightly of a mother’s feelings! 

 

I would hope there are none such here but that those of you who have 

been so blessed as to have been begotten andbrought forth by pious 

men and women, may take this into consideration—that to perish with 

a mother’s prayers is to 

perish fearfully. For if a mother’s prayers do not bring us to Christ, they 

are like drops of oil dropped into the flames ofHell that will make them 



burn more fiercely upon the soul forever and ever. Take heed of 

rushing to perdition over yourmother’s prayers! 

 

There is an old woman weeping—do you know why? I believe she has 

sons, too and she loves them. I met with a littleincident in company the 

other day after preaching. There was a little boy at the corner of the 

table and his father asked 

him,  

“Why does your father love you, John?”  

Said the dear little lad, very prettily, “Because I am a good boy.”  

“Yes,” saidthe father, “he would not love you if you were not a good 

boy.” I turned to the good father and remarked that I was not quitesure 

about the truth of the last remark, for I believe he would love him if he 

were ever so bad. “Well,” he said, “I think Ishould.” 

 

 And said a minister at the table, “I had an instance of that yesterday. I 

stepped into the house of a woman who had ason imprisoned for life 

and she was as full of her son Richard as if he had been prime minister, 

or had been her most faithful 

and dutiful son.” 

 

Well, young man, will you kick against love like that—love that will bear 

your kicks and will not turn round against youbut love you straight on 

still? But perhaps that woman—I saw her weep just now—had a 

mother who has gone long ago and 

she was married to a brutal husband and at last left a poor widow. She 

calls to mind the days of her childhood, when the bigBible was brought 



out and read around the hearth and, “Our Father which are in Heaven” 

was their nightly prayer. Now,perhaps, God is beginning some good 

thing in her heart. Oh, that He would bring her now, though seventy 

years of age, tolove the Savior! Then would she have the beginning of 

life over again in her last days, which will be made her best days. 

 

VI. One more head and then we have done. Rahab’s faith was 

a SANCTIFIED FAITH.  

 

Did Rahab continue a harlot aftershe had faith? No, she did not. I do 

not believe she was a harlot at the time the men went to her house, 

though the name still 

stuck to her, as such ill names will. But I am sure she was not 

afterwards, for Salmon the prince of Judah married her and hername is 

put down among the ancestors of our Lord Jesus Christ. She became 

after that a woman eminent for piety, walking inthe fear of God. 

 

Now, you may have a dead faith which will ruin your soul. The faith that 

will save you is a faith which sanctifies. 

 

“Ah!” says the drunkard, “I like the Gospel, Sir. I believe in Christ.” Then 

he will go over to the Blue Lion tonight andget drunk. Sir, that is not the 

believing in Christ that is of any use. “Yes,” says another, “I believe in 

Christ.” And when 

he gets outside he will begin to talk lightly, frothy words—perhaps 

lascivious ones and sin as before. Sir, you speakfalsely. You do not 



believe in Christ. That faith which saves the soul is a real faith and a real 

faith sanctifies men. It makes 

them say, “Lord, you have forgiven me my sins. I will sin no more. You 

have been so merciful to me, I will renounce myguilt. So kindly have 

You treated me, so lovingly have You embraced me, Lord, I will serve 

You till I die. And if Youwill give me grace and help me so to be, I will be 

as holy as You are.” 

 

You cannot have faith and yet live in sin. To believe is to be holy. The 

two things must go together. That faith is a deadfaith, a corrupt faith, a 

rotten faith, which lives in sin that grace may abound. Rahab was a 

sanctified woman. Oh that God 

might sanctify some that are here! The world has been trying all 

manner of processes to reform men—there is but one thingthat will 

ever reform them and that is faith in the preached Gospel. But in this 

age preaching is much despised. You read thenewspaper. You read a 

book. You hear the lecturer. You sit and listen to the pretty essayist. But 

where is the preacher?Preaching is not taking out a manuscript sermon, 

asking God to direct your heart and then reading pages prepared 

beforehand.That is reading—not preaching. 

 

There is a good tale told of an old man whose minister used to read. 

The minister called to see him and said, “What areyou doing, John?” 

Why, I’m prophesying, Sir.” “Prophesying? How is that? You mean you 

are reading the prophecies?” 

“No, I don’t. I’m prophesying. For you read preaching and call it 

preaching and I read prophecies and on the same rule that 

isprophesying.” 



 

 And the man was not far from right. We want to have more outspoken 

downright utterances of Truth and appealsto the conscience—and until 

we get these we shall never see any great and lasting reform. 

 

But by the preaching of God’s Word, foolishness though it seem to 

some, harlots are made righteous, drunkards are reformed,thieves are 

made honest and the worst of men brought to the Savior. Again let me 

affectionately give the invitation tothe vilest of men, if so they feel 

themselves to be— 

 

“Come you needy, come and welcome; 

God’s free bounty glorify— 

True belief and true repentance, 

Every grace that brings us near — 

Without money, 

Come to Jesus Christ and buy.” 

 

COME! Your sins will be forgiven, your transgressions cast away and 

you shall go and sin no more, God having renewedyou and He will keep 

you even to the end. May God give His blessing, for Jesus’ sake! Amen. 

 

 

 



GOD GIVES US SOULS! 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION— Before Jesus ascended to Heaven, he left us with a 

charge. The heart of that charge is “Go after souls!” Dear friends, the 

world is a harvest field filled with souls to be saved. Of course we all 

know, only Jesus can save a soul. But we also know, that it is upon us to 

tell people about this Soul-Saving Jesus!  

 

The aim of this message is for each of us to realize we can make a 

difference. The task of carrying the Gospel to the world though huge is 

not impossible and it must be done. 

 

ILLUS- On a wall in the museum of Natural Science in Chicago there is a 

checkerboard with 64 squares. In the lower left hand corner is a grain 

of wheat. The display includes the question “If you doubled the amount 

of wheat as you move from square to square, how much would you 

have when you reached the 64th square?” A carload? A trainload? “You 

would have enough wheat to cover the country of India six feet deep.” 

That is the power of multiplication. Suppose you go out and reach one 

person for Jesus. Stick with that person for six months. Help, encourage 

and strenghthen him. At the end of six months there are only two of 

you. At the end of the year there are four of you. At the end of 18 

months there are 8 of you. In two years there are 16. Do you know how 

many people there would be at the end of 17 years? More than the 

entire population of the world--more than 6 billion. 

 



We need to be moved to go after souls. Listen to the heart cry of some 

men who knew about the winning of souls. 

QUOTES --  
John Knox was a Great Man of God and this was his prayer.." God 
give me Scotland or I die!"  

John Hyde who was a missionary, prayed, " God give me souls or I 
die"  

George Whitfield prayed, " God give me souls or take my soul!"  

TRANSITION – Let’s look at an occasion when God used a man to go 
after a single soul. It is a fascinating story filled with lessons for us 
about winning souls. 

 

TEXT: Acts 8:26  Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise 

and go toward the south along the road which goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert.  27  So he arose and went. And 

behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under Candace 

the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and 

had come to Jerusalem to worship,  28  was returning. And sitting in his 

chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet.  29  Then the Spirit said to 

Philip, "Go near and overtake this chariot."  30  So Philip ran to him, and 

heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, "Do you understand 

what you are reading?"  31  And he said, "How can I, unless someone 

guides me?" And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.  32  The 

place in the Scripture which he read was this:  "He was led as a sheep to 

the slaughter;  And as a lamb before its shearer [is] silent,  So He 

opened not His mouth.  33  In His humiliation His justice was taken 

away,  And who will declare His generation?  For His life is taken from 

the earth."  34  So the eunuch answered Philip and said, "I ask you, of 

whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?"  35  



Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, 

preached Jesus to him.  36  Now as they went down the road, they 

came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, [here] [is] water. What 

hinders me from being baptized?"  37  Then Philip said, "If you believe 

with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38  So he commanded the chariot to 

stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, 

and he baptized him.  39  Now when they came up out of the water, 

the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no 

more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 

 

 

TRANSITION TO MAIN POINTS: 

In this fascinating account we see the Spirit of God leading a child of 

God to a seeker for God. He then shares the word of God and a sinner 

becomes saint of God.  

 

 

 

Notice with me first of all: 

I. A PERSON WHO NEEDS SALVATION WHO IS SEARCHING (the 

Eunuch) This is Holy Spirit at work in the saying “Come to the Savior.” 

 

ILLUS- Billy Graham at the Georgia Dome during the 1995 Southern 

Baptist Convention. He shared 5 basic needs that you will find in people 

the world over: 

1. Emptiness 



2/3 of England’s young people haver never even been to church. 

2. Loneliness 

“concrete jungles” 

“cosmic lonliness” 

3. Guilt 

4. Fear of death 

5. Deep seated insecurity 

Jesus said “Man cannot live by bread alone” but that what America is 

doing. Trying to live by bread alone. “We are still searching for 

something that isn’t there and that something is Christ.” 

 

II. A PERSON SENSITIVE TO THE SPIRIT TO SHARE THE STORY (Phillip) 

“This is the Holy Spirit saying “Go to the sinner.” 

 

Illus--Sign at a lifeguard station in Florida “When in doubt--Go!” 

 

Illus-A businessman on his way to prayer meeting saw a stranger 

looking in the door of the church. He invited him to come inside with 

him. “All right,” said the stranger. that was the beginning of the 

Christian life for him and for his family. He afterward told the man who 

invited him, “I lived in the city for seven years before I met you. No one 

had ever asked me to go to church. I wasn’t here three days before the 

grocer, the dairy man, the insurance man, and the politician called on 

me. You are the first one to invite me to church.” And it took seven 

years! Don’t wait to pick and choose among the souls of men, but 

consider anybody you meet as God’s field for you to work in. 



 

GREAT STORY -- Rev. Maltbie D. Babcock, D. D., in a meeting of 
ministers, told of the day when Harry Morehouse, the celebrated 
evangelist, was a guest in his father's house. He was staying one night in 
his room, waiting for time of the service, when he heard the door open, and 
looking about, saw it close quickly again. He turned to his Bible, and heard 

the same thing repeated; and then without turning, he said, "Come in," and 
there entered one of the children of the household, who had seen so much 
of Christ in the face of the preacher, that she desired to know him, and she 
said: "Mr. Morehouse, I should like to be a Christian."  

"Well," said he, in his quiet, gentle way, "you may;" and he said: "Will you 
please turn to the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah and read it, making it personal 
to yourself? Wherever the pronouns are general make them personal."  

She began: "He hath no form nor comeliness; and when I shall see Him 
there is no beauty that I should desire Him. He is despised and rejected of 
men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and I hid as it were, my 
face from Him; He was despised, and I esteemed Him not. Surely He hath 
borne my griefs, and carried my sorrows; yet I did esteem Him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted."  

When she had read thus far, she stopped, and Harry Morehouse said: "Go 
on and read it."  

"But He was wounded for my transgressions. He was bruised for my 
iniquities; the chastisement of my peace was upon Him; and with His 
stripes I am healed."  

She could not read any farther for her tears, but she had caught a glimpse 
of her Savior in this reading, and Harry Morehouse said to her: "This is all 
we need to do to be saved, to lay hold upon Him by faith, of whom Isaiah 
speaks."  

 

III. A PERSON TO DO THE SAVING WHO WILL DO IT. 

“This is the Savior saying “I will.” 



 

Illus--John Harper was born into a Christian family May 29, 1872. He 

became a Christian 13 years later and had already started preaching by 
age 17. He received training at the Baptist Pioneer Mission in London, and 
in 1896 he founded a church, now known as Harper Memorial Church, 
which began with 25 worshipers but had grown to 500 members by the 
time he left 13 years later. 
In 1912 Harper, the newly called pastor of Moody Church in Chicago, 
was traveling on the Titanic with his 6-year-old daughter. After the 
ship struck an iceberg and began to sink, he got Nana into a lifeboat 
but apparently made no effort to follow her. Instead, he ran through 
the ship yelling, "Women, children, and unsaved into the lifeboats!" 
Survivors report that he then began witnessing to anyone who would 
listen. He continued preaching even after he had jumped into the 
water and was clinging to a piece of wreckage (he'd already given his 
lifejacket to another man). 
Harper's final moments were recounted four years later at a meeting 
in Hamilton, Ontario, by a man who said: 
I am a survivor of the Titanic. When I was drifting alone on a spar that 
awful night, the tide brought Mr. Harper of Glasgow, also on a piece of 
wreck, near me. "Man," he said, "are you saved?" "No," I said, "I am 
not." He replied, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved." 
The waves bore him away, but, strange to say, brought him back a 
little later, and he said, "Are you saved now?" "No," I said, "I cannot 
honestly say that I am." He said again, "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved," and shortly after he went down; and 
there, alone in the night, and with two miles of water under me, I 
believed. I am John Harper's last convert. 
He was also one of only six people picked out the water by the 
lifeboats; the other 1,522, including Harper, were left to die. 

Citation: Elesha Coffman, "Sacrifice at Sea," Christianhistory.net (August 11, 2000), adapted from The Titanic's Last Hero (Moody 

Press, 1997) 

 

CONCLUSION-  May God move upon our hearts till we find ourselves 

crying out for souls. The Psalmist talks about the man who goes forth 
weeping sowing seeds is the man who will return bringing the harvest with 
him.   



Quote - " The Azusa Revival began where every Revival should rightly 
begin - in repentant tears. It began in tears, it lived in tears, and when 
the tears ended, the Azusa Revival ended." -- A.G Osterberg 

So today, around us there are sinners upon whom the Holy Spirit who will 
do His work of drawing them to Jesus. There is Jesus the Savior who is 
willing to save whoever calls upon his name. The only other factor, is us. 
Will we tell them about Jesus the Savior? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REVIVAL OUT OF THE RUBBLE 
by Eddie Lawrence 

 
The message of the Book of Nehemiah is about a man possessed with 

a passion to see the wall around the city of Jerusalem rebuilt. They lay 

in ruins due to the invasion of the enemy. Interestingly, Nehemiah ( a 

Jew from Jerusalem) was in a foreign land under the rule of a foreign 

king. He was in captivity. Yet God moved upon his heart to turn things 

around and we see him doing what seems impossible. He is sent back 

to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls and under the constant threat of 

attack and criticism, he gets the job done. Today, we will look  at just  

few of the many lessons that can be drawn from this great book, so 

that we too, can see revival rise up out of the rubble of the ruins. 

 

***The first lesson we can draw upon is found in: 

 

TEXT -Nehemiah 4: 6So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined 

together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work. 

 

1. WE MUST HAVE A MENTALITY TO WORK BUT NOT A WORKS 

METALITY 

 

*Revival is not birthed out of works but revival is hard work. 

There is a difference in doing works to be accepted and doing works 

because you have been accepted. 

*Revival is not moving from passivity to activity. Sometimes it’s the 

reverse. 



*Revival is when we do God’ work God’s way with God’s power. 

*It is His work not ours. Jesus said, “I came to do the will of Him Who 

sent me…” 

*The works that I do shall you do also and greater works because I go… 

 

QUOTE - Duncan Campbell said that Revival is “A community saturated 

with God.” 

 

You see, it is when we experience a deep move of God’s work in our 

heart, that our hearts then become ready to do His work. Nehemiah 

saw God move on the hearts of people and they became ready to do 

the work. We must learn to always work from where God is working. 

 

 

***The second lesson we can draw upon is found in: 

 

TEXT – Nehemiah 4:7Now it happened, when Sanballat, Tobiah, the 

Arabs, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that the walls of 

Jerusalem were being restored and the gaps were beginning to be 

closed, that they became very angry, 8and all of them conspired 

together to come and attack Jerusalem and create confusion.  

 

The name Sanballat  means “strength” 

 

2. UNDERSTAND THAT SATAN WILL USE HIS STRENGTH TO STOP YOU 

FROM USING GOD’S STRENGTH. 



 

There will opposition whenever a people start rising up to raise up what 

God has placed on their hearts. This was true for Nehemiah and other 

people we read about in the Bible. 

 

*Moses was tempte tried to do it the wrong way to start with. He slew 

an Egyptian in his own strength. But later he returned to Egypt in God’s 

strength. 

 

*In Jesus temptation the devil tried to get Jesus to do it for Him instead 

of God. 

 

We see in this section of scripture in Nehemiah that the enemy used 

these tactics to discourage the people: 

 

*mocking v 1 

 

*unbelief & doubt 

 

*intimidation v11 

 

Illus— I heard of a church that had a team of college students in to 

share in their service about the revival that had broken out on their 

college campus. The service lasted three hours. People came forward 

confessing their sins. A man whom the church had been praying for 



quite some time got saved. The next day some church leaders 

confronted the pastor about the service. They were embarrassed about 

what the other churches in town would think about the long service 

and people publicly confessing their sins. This was just the enemy 

working through somebody’s fear to intimidate and try to stop what 

God was doing. 

 

 The enemy wants to make you fear because he fears what could 

happen if you press forward 

 

Another example of the enemy playing on people’s fear to get them to 

draw back from what God is calling them to is seen in ancient Israel in 

the wilderness who became dreadfully afraid of the inhabitants of 

Canaan. The enemy does not want to give up the territory he has 

stolen. 

 

*Anger 

*conspired together—rebels attract each other. Work, school, church, 

etc. 

 

*create confusion—God is not author of confusion because He is in 

control and knows what is going on. We are to keep the enemy 

confused. The enemy causes and attempts to sow confusion among the 

workers to slow down the work!  

 



QUESTION—Can you imagine what is going to happen when all the 

churches start loving one another and working together?  It is going to 

give Satan a major case of confusion.  

 

***The third lesson we can draw upon is found in: 

 

TEXT – Nehemiah 4:9Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God, and 

because of them we set a watch against them day and night. 

10Then Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is failing, and thereis so 

much rubbish that we are not able to build the wall.”  

 

 

3. PRAYER & PRAISE & WORSHIP ARE ESSENTIAL TO VICTORY   

 

 

PRAYER V13 

 

11And our adversaries said, “They will neither know nor see anything, 

till we come into their midst and kill them and cause the work to 

cease.” 12So it was, when the Jews who dwelt near them came, that 

they told us ten times, “From whatever place you turn, theywillbe 

upon us.” 

 

-POSITIONED THE INTERCESSORS TO PRAY AROUND THE CLOCK 



-PEOPLE WERE PLACE IN THE VUNERABLE AREAS 

 

13Therefore I positioned men behind the lower parts of the wall, at the 

openings; and I set the people according to their families, with their 

swords, their spears, and their bows. 

 

 

Corporate Intercession takes us into a new level of anointing. We need 

to be strategic in our intercession. (SHARE WAYS YOUR CHURCH 

INVITES PEOPLE INTO AN ATMOSPHERE OF PRAYER, ETC) 

 

*The tactics of the enemy are aimed at shutting down prayer and 

praise and worship. 

 

JUDAH means PRAISE v10 

*The praise and worshippers were making negative confessions. We 

are to be a people of faith. 

 

NEGATIVE CONFESSIONS THAT STOP THE POWER OF PRAISE  

 

A. We have no strength Verse10 

B. There’s too much rubbish V10 

C. We can’t do this. V10 

 



*When the praise stops the work stops. 

*We are to praise our way to a comeback! Don’t let the Devil use your 

circumstances to steal your  praise. 

 

*THE DEVIL HATES PRAISE AND WORSHIP. IT REMINDS HIM OF WHAT 

HE USE TO DO BEFORE HE FELL FROM HEAVEN. Do you like being 

reminded of what you once did? 

 

*God moved and created man to worship Him. When we do we are 

reminding Satan that He is a failure! 

 

*Look in the face of your defeat and praise Him for His victory! 

*Look in the face of your depression and declare His joy! 

*Look in the face of your need and praise Him for His supply! 

*Look in the face of your sin and praise Him for His mercy! 

 

LET’S  ENTER INTO A NEW LEVEL OF PRAISE.  

LET’S PRAISE OUR WAY RIGHT INTO REVIVAL!!! 

 

CONCLUSION – Let us ask God to refuel us with a new passion to see 

revival. To renew our minds to do His work. To learn to do it in His 

strength not our own. In His way not ours. Let’s restoke the fires of 

prayer and intercession and become aggressive in our personal, private, 

and public lives about praising God. When we do, I believe we will 



begin to see a rising up from among the rubble of people’s lives 

becoming energized and renewed by the Spirit of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORGIVE AND BE FREE! 
(You may want to make this message a two-part message due to it’s length. It is great to use 

on a Sun morning/ Sun night  combo) 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION—Imagine you go home and find your husband 

furiously mopping water out of the kitchen floor. You discover that 

shortly after you left water started pouring out from under the kitchen 

sink. You look and it’s still pouring out and you realize that he has been 

mopping water for hours and has not turned the water off—what 

would you think?  

 

TRANSITION - In a similar way we often deal with symptoms in our life 

and we work hard and we try to clean things up but it just keeps piling 

up on us. You have to stop the problem at its source—the root.  I 

believe in many lives and churches we are frantically working to change 

the symptoms, to clean things up to make them appear better but 

underneath there are root problems that cause the problem to 

continue.  

 

I want to talk about one of the major root problems in lives and 

churches today—the root of unforgiveness and bitterness. This is such 

an important area Jesus told a whole story about in Matthew’s gospel. 

 

TEXT – Read Matthew 18:21-35 

 



1. THIS IS A STORY ABOUT KINGDOM LIVING 

 

Jesus told this story to give us an example of kingdom living.  When 

Jesus came He established a whole new order.  It was no longer an eye 

for an eye.  When Jesus said that we are to love our enemies in Matt. 5, 

He was describing life in the kingdom. 

 

Lord’s Prayer is a kingdom prayer.  

Matthew 6:9“In this manner, therefore, pray:  

Our Father in heaven,  

Hallowed be Your name. 

10 Your kingdom come.  

Your will be done  
On earth as itis in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 

13 And do not lead us into temptation,  

But deliver us from the evil one.  

For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Illus— Did you hear about the little boy who prayed the Lord’s prayer . 

He prayed, “forgive us our trashbaskets as we forgive those who 

trashbasket against us.”  

 



Different way of saying it, but the same message. So let’s talk about 

dealing with those who trashbasket against us by looking at this story 

that Jesus told about forgiveness. 

 

 

1. THERE WAS A DEBT THAT COULD NOT BE PAID 
 

      10,000 talents=10 million dollars 

 

The first servant represents you and me.  We are debtors with a huge 

debt of sin that we can’t pay.  Our debt of sin represents everything 

wrong which we have ever done or thought.  “Forasmuch as he had not 

to pay”  describes our condition. 

 

Illus--Can you imagine going to your bank to request more time to 

make your house payment, and the president of the bank says, “We’ve 

decided to declare your account—paid in full.”?  After they helped you 

off the floor you would share with everyone what they had done for 

you. Jesus has declared our account “Paid in full!” Isn’t it wonderful? 

Say it with me: Paid in full!!! Sounds good doesn’t it? Say it again! Paid 

in full. 

 

None of us could have ever squared things with God—but He said 

anyway, “Paid in Full.” 

 



Now at the end of this message today, I want you to remember that 

this is how God has responded to all that you have done against Him—

he released you. 

 

It is very possible that many of you here have been hurt by others and 

you feel they could never make up for what they have cost you.  

 

We will see that in order for you to move on, you need to view that 

situation and say because of the power of the cross of Jesus Christ—

“Paid in full.” 

 

2. THE MAN DID NOT DESERVE TO BE FORGIVEN 
 

He did not deny that he owed the debt. 

 

Illus—Little worship chorus that goes 

“I owed a debt I could not pay, 

He paid a debt he did not owe…” 

 

We don’t deserve to be forgiven.  You and I deserve hell. 

 

Romans 5:8But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 



Rom 6: 23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

What causes us to get the forgiveness that  we don’t deserve: 

 

Eph 1: 7In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 

of sins, according to the riches of His grace. 

 

Are you glad that God doesn’t give us what we really deserve? He 

forgave and set us free. 

 

Do you also need to forgive and set someone free? 

 

 

 

3. THE KING WAS MOTIVATED BY LOVE AND FORGAVE THE DEBT 
 

The king represents God.This is Calvary.  God loved you and me so 

much that He forgave us our debts.  Galatians 3:13 says “Christ has 

redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us:  for 

it is written, cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree.” 

 

 Jesus died that we might live and that’s the reason we can be forgiven- 

not because we’re righteous, not because we’re good.  But because 



Jesus died for our sins.  On the cross, Jesus cancelled our 10 million 

dollar debt. 

 

Illus— When my two youngest sons were little, there was an occasion 

when they were about to get a spanking for doing what they knew they 

wer not supposed to do. I decided to teach them a lesson about mercy, 

so I forgave them and told them that though they knew they deserved 

to get a spanking, they would not. I was giving them mercy. They really 

liked getting mercy. So, for quite a while afterwards when they would 

get in trouble, they would begin to cry out, “Mercy Me” 

 

I want God to “mercy me”, don’t you?  

You can make sure you are in a position to receive the mercy of God. You 
can forgive the debt and be free. “Blessed are the merciful for they shall 
obtain mercy.” 

 

 

4. THE MAN RESPONDED TO MERCY BY GIVING JUDGMENT 
 

The servant went out and found a fellow servant who owed him one 

hundred pence or about $20.  The man who had just been forgiven 

went out and grabbed his fellow servant by the neck and said, “Pay me 

what you owe!”  The servant begged for mercy, but “he would not”.  

Because Jesus has forgiven us, we must also forgive others.  “Blessed 

are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy” 

 



You don’t have to be judgmental and hold a grudge. You can forgive, 
receive God’s mercy and be free. 

 

5. UNFORGIVENESS AFFECTS THE PEOPLE YOU AND THE PEOPLE 
AROUND YOU 

 

Explanation—This man’s choice not to forgive brought bondage into 

the life of the people he really cared about. (Fellowservants, family) 

 

Illus--National debt—concerned about its affect on our children. We 

should be even more concerned about the effects of unforgiveness in 

our hearts and how it affects our family. 

 

Heb. 12: 14Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which 

no one will see the Lord: 15looking carefully lest anyone fall short of 

the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause 

trouble, and by this many become defiled;  

 

It’s not just a personal issue. Its like gudzoo, once it springs up if it’s not 

dealt with it takes over and suffocates the life out of everything in its 

path. Many churches have the life suffocated out of them by bitterness-

----- 

 

Illus—I heard a story of a church in which a founding family had 

become offended over an issue. The church finally voted and it was 

clear that most of the church was on the very sensible and scriptural 

side of the issue. The offended family became even more offended. 



They adopted the mentality, “ If I can’t have my way, nobody is going to 

come to this church.” The man of the family went to the church before 

Sunday and filled all the keyholes in the doorknobs with superglue! Isn’t 

it amazing what a grudge can cause people to do. 

 

When we forgive someone, we give them something no one else can. 

It is a prison.  The person you haven’t forgiven is in prison and there is 

no way for them to get out.  They can’t pay the debt while they are in 

prison. 

We require of others more than God requires of us.  We change the 

standard, so God says, “Then I’ll change the standard and use yours.”  

Blessed are the merciful. 

 

Don’t get into a tug of war with someone over a grudge. You will tear 

both your lives apart. 

 

Your family and the people you love do not have to suffer because 
someone has caused you to suffer. You can forgive and be free. 

 

 

6. UNFORGIVENESS RELEASES TORMENTORS INTO OUR LIVES 
 

The king turned the servant over to the tormentors.  What are the 

tormentors in our lives?  



Guilt, depression, nervousness, headaches, insomnia, anger , panic 

attacks physical or emotional problems– These things are only 

symptoms.   

 

We have to go back to the root.  Satan camouflages unforgiveness – 

hurt feelings, grudges, 

 

Unforgiveness means we have allowed a grudge to become our god! 

 

When we have unforgiveness, we give the devil a legal basis to attack 

or torment us.  

 

Ephesians 4: 26“Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down 

on your wrath, 27nor give place to the devil. 

 

Unforgiveness is wickedness “You wicked servant” this is what God calls 

unforgiveness.  

 

You don’t have to put up with the tormentors in your life. You can forgive 
and be free. 

 

7. UNFORGIVENESS HINDERS THE FLOW OF FORGIVENESS OUR LIVES 
 

Matt 6: 14“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you. 15“But if you do not forgive men their 

trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 



 

You do not have to leave this place today with the burden of bitterness 
ruining your life. You can forgive and be free. 

 

8. GOD GIVES US THE GRACE TO FORGIVE IF WE WILL RECEIVE IT 
 

Hebrew 12:14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without 

which no one will see the Lord: (15) looking carefully lest anyone fall 

short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up 

cause trouble, and by this many become defiled; 

 

-Pursue, this is an attitude that wants peace not war. 

 

-What does the word root tell us about bitterness? It is below the 

surface embedded in the soil of the heart. 

 

-Bitterness causes trouble and many are affected by it; therefore it is 

not just a personal issue. 

 

-Grace is the desire and power to do the will of God.  If we refuse that 

grace bitterness is developed.  It is a root, underneath the surface.  It 

eventually breaks thru and defiles many. 

 

“God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” James 4:6 

Ephesians 4: 



 

-Tells us how a bitter person expresses their bitterness – with their 

mouth. 

 

-The Holy Spirit is grieved by our bitterness. 

 

We are to put it away from us, and to replace it with kindness, 

tenderheartedness, and forgiveness because God in Christ forgave us. 

 

 

9. IF WE WANT TO BE WOMEN OF FAITH WHOM GOD USES, WE 
MUST FORGIVE 

 

 

Gal. 5:25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.                                      

 

Relatives (you can have unforgiveness toward people you love), dead 

people, God Himself (Ro 8:28) and ourselves 

 

Forgiveness is not an emotion.   

It is a choice.  We can choose against our own feelings. 

 

Forgiveness is not optional. 

 



Unforgiveness is a sin: 

 

1 John 1: we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 

darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the 

light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say 

that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

God is willing to forgive you. Are you willing to forgive those who 

have offended you: 

 

When we choose forgiveness, God will heal us in our inner man.  When 

we choose in Jesus’ name, then the Holy Spirit is released by God inside 

our inner man to change us in accordance with our request.  The real 

issue is not whether we feel like forgiving, but whether we choose to 

forgive; for if we choose to be willing, God has promised to even give us 

the desire to change. 

 

Forgiveness is almost always a process but begins with a choice, an act 

of your will.  Pray specifically. 

 

Renounce bitterness and its work, break its power over your life 

through the name and blood of Jesus---Ask God to reclaim the ground 

you have given over to Satan in this area. 



 

a. Acknowledge the hurt you have suffered because of the person’s 
actions.   

b. Choose to forgive. 
c. Pray. Seek God’s guidance as to if you should contact the person. 
d. Thank God for forgiving you. 
e. Thank God for the blessings you’ve received from this person. 
f. Recognize that this person had a need in his life when he hurt you. 
g. Pray for the person.  Bless, don’t curse. 
h. Remember that your forgiving that person is a condition for your 

own continued forgiveness and spiritual growth. 
i. Ask God to forgive you if you have had anger and resentment toward 

Him because you feel He allowed to offense to happen. 
j. Tell God, “I receive your forgiveness”. 
k. Determine you will no longer dwell on the hurts of the past.  

Remember it is forgiven and under the blood of Jesus.  Stop talking 
about it.   

l. Remember, forgiveness is not a one time choice; it is ongoing and 
progressive – one layer at a time.  Forgiveness is the major key to 
walking free from bondage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOURISHED BY WORDS OF FAITH 
(This is designed to be more a Bible study lesson that a formal sermon) 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

1 Timothy 4: 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some 

will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and 

doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own 

conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry, and 

commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received 

with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For 

every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is 

received with thanksgiving; 5 for it is sanctified by the word of God 

and prayer.6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a 

good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of 

the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. 7 But reject 

profane and old wives’ fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. 

 

Summary: Paul clearly tells Timothy that there is a difference between 

faith and fable. Words of faith and good teaching based on truth 

nourish the believer’s life. We are to reject fables and receive truth. 

This will lead us to godliness. There will always be teachers placing 

restraints on believers that hinder rather than help in developing 

maturity and godliness. We are to reject this.   

 

THE SOUL IS NOURISHED WHERE FAITH FLOURISHES. 

 

(NOTES) 



 

1. THE HOLY SPIRIT AS WELL AS UNHOLY SPIRITS SPEAK 
2. SATAN’S REALM OPERATES ON FALSE-BASED TEACHING  

SATAN’S REALM OPERATES ON FEAR-BASED TEACHING 

SATAN’S REALM OPERATES ON  FLESH-BASED TEACHING 

 

Verse 1 

*expressly=in unmistakable terms 

*depart=withdraw, fall away from sound teaching 

*giving heed=to devote one’s self to, to give one’s attention to. (pres. 

act. part.)  

*deceiving=”planos” (GRK) to lead astray, deceptive, seductive 

*doctrines=teachings  

 

Verse 2 

*Speaking lies=a  false speaker, a speaker of that which is not true. The 

notion of definite false statements. 

 

JOKE— A clergyman was walking down the street when he came upon 

a group of about a dozen boys, all of them between 10 and 12 years of 

age. The group surrounded a dog. Concerned lest the boys were hurting 

the dog, he went over and asked, "What are you doing with that dog?" 

 

One of the boys replied, "This dog is just an old neighborhood stray. We 

all want him, but only one of us can take him home. So we've decided 



that whichever one of us can tell the biggest lie will get to keep the 

dog." 

 

Of course, the reverend was taken aback. "You boys shouldn't be 

having a contest telling lies!" he exclaimed. He then launched into a ten 

minute sermon against lying, beginning, "Don't you boys know it's a sin 

to lie," and ending with, "Why when I was your age, I never told a lie." 

 

There was dead silence for about a minute. Just as the reverend was 

beginning to think he'd gotten through to them, the smallest boy gave a 

deep sigh and said, 

 

"All right, give him the dog." 

 

It is the nature of the devil to lie. He is a liar and the father of lies. 

When he starts to teaching about God’s Word, he’ll throw a few lies in 

with the truth thinking you swallow all of it. 

 

*Seared with a hot iron=to brand with a hot iron.(Perfect passive 

participle) refers to an event, an action in the past that carries with it 

ongoing results. They are in a continuing state of having a seared 

conscious. 

Two possibilities 

1. These are people in service to Satan and consequently have 
had their  consciences branded by Satan as a sign of his 
ownership 

2. Their conscious has been “cauterized” made insensible to the 
distinction between right and wrong. 



 

3. FALSE TEACHING ALWAYS PERVERT GOD’S ORIGINAL DESIGN 

In one direction or the other—extremes— 

-licentiousness (no bounds), l 

-legalism (boundaries everywhere, no freedom) 

 

Verse 3 

 

*forbidding=pres. act. part. to hinder, forbid 

*abstain=pres.inf. to hold one’s self apart from 

(Heaven’s Gate Cult—the leader had himself castrated) 

 

Illus-The Devil might say since there is no marriage in heaven, don’t do 

it now, just live together. However, God created marriage. 

 

 

4. WORDS OF FAITH PROMOTE AND RESTORE GOD’S ORIGINAL 

DESIGN 

 

GOD’S REALM OPERATES ON FAITH-BASED TEACHING 

 

Verse 6 



*nourish=pres. pass. part. To nourish in.The idea is that of feeding. By 

reading the word of God and inwardly digesting it on a continual basis 

we are nourished. 

*carefully followed=The word combines the idea of understanding with 

that of practicing perseveringly. 

 

5. GOD’S REALM OPERATES ON FREEDOM-BASED TEACHING 

Verse 7 

*Reject=a strong refusal, don’t put up with it. 

*exercise=present active imperative ( gymnaze) Not the ascetic 

struggle of the individual for moral or religious perfection but the 

training necessary for the unhindered pursuit of God’s purposes. These 

false teachers demanded adherence to their lies. Paul commanded 

adherence to God’s truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIVING IN THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION 
(The focus of this message is more evangelistic.) 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION-Art Linkletter (Kids say the darnest things) asked the little 

kids the question, “What is your favorite Bible story?” One little boy 

said, “I like the one where the stone was rolled away and Jesus came 

out of the cave---then he saw his shadow and went back in.” 

 

 

John 12:23  But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come 

that the Son of Man should be glorified.  24  "Most assuredly, I say to 

you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 

alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.  25  "He who loves his life 

will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life.  26  "If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I 

am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him [My] 

Father will honor. . . . 31  "Now is the judgment of this world; now the 

ruler of this world will be cast out.  32  "And I, if I am lifted up from 

the earth, will draw all [peoples] to Myself."  33  This He said, 

signifying by what death He would die. 

 

1. RESURRECTION LIFE FOLLOWS DEATH. 

 



Romans 6:4  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 

death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

 

Resurrection is the Greek Word “anastatis” which means to stand again 

or to rise again. In order for there to be a rising up from death, there 

has to be a dying. Before we are saved, we are dead in trespasses and 

sin. Until a person comes to the place where they are willing to 

acknowledge the death work of sin in their lives, they cannot pass to 

resurrection life. We enter into the life of Christ by going to the cross in 

faith knowing he died for us to bring us to God. Through his death and 

resurrection, the power of sin which brings death is broken and we can 

walk in life, his life, his resurrection life. 

 

2. RESURRECTION LIFE WILL PRODUCE FRUIT. 

 

Romans 8: 11  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to 

your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

 

Illus— Years ago, at the conclusion of a service in a little country 

church, as the invitation was being sung, something wonderful 

happened. The lady who was at the front leading the hymn (the 

songleader as she was called), walked to the front pew and laid her 

hymn book down. She then turned and walked up to where the 

preacher was standing as he waited for anyone to respond. The 

precious lady shared, “I have been living a lie. I need to be saved.”  This 



is the power of God at work. She knew in her life that the fruit of 

knowing Christ was absent. 

 

Is His Spirit bearing witness with your Spirit that you belong to Him? 

Have you been saved? Is there fruit in your life and evidence in your 

heart that you really know Christ? 

 

3. RESURRECTION LIFE HAS POWER OVER SATAN. 

 

1 John 3:8..For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He 

might destroy the works of the devil. 

 

Acts 10: 38  "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who 

were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 

 

A. People are blinded by Satan 

2 Corinthians 4: 3  But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 

who are perishing,  4  whose minds the god of this age has blinded, 

who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God, should shine on them. 

 

B. People are bound by Satan 

In Luke 4 Jesus declared he was sent to set the captive free!  

 



C. People are battered by Satan 

Watch the evening news and see what he is doing. 1.5 million babies 

killed each year, violent crime, kids being shot in the school yard,  

drugs being used all across the country 

 

John 10: 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have 

it more abundantly. 

 

You don’t have to take it. Jesus will help you. Through the power of the 

resurrection, Jesus took the sting out of death itself (1 Cor. 15) 

 

 

 

4. RESURRECTION LIFE COMES THROUGH THE  CROSS. 

 

1 Corinthians 1: 18  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 

 

Because of the cross there is life after death. But if you do not come by 

the way of the cross there is only death after death. Have you been to 

the cross? If you should die, would you go to heaven? Do you have 

loved ones who have gone on to heaven? Would you be there with 

them if you died? 



 

Conclusion: An aged lady left Buffalo by boat for Cleveland to visit a 

daughter living there. Soon a dreadful storm arose and many of the 

passengers, fearing death, gathered for prayer. Only the aged lady 

seemed unconcerned about the tempest as she sat with her hands 

folded and prayed. After the storm had subsided, some of the 

passengers were eager to know the secret of her calmness. They 

gathered around her and asked her the reason. “Well, my dear friends 

it is like this. I have two daughters. One died and went home to heaven. 

The other lives in Cleveland. When the storm arose, I wondered which 

of them I might visit first, the one in Cleveland or the one in heaven, 

and I just left it up to the Lord; for I would be glad to see either.” 

 

What assurance the resurrection gives us in this life and the one to 

come. Do you have assurance that you will experience a welcome home 

from Jesus after you die? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXTRA FREE SERMON OUTLINE 

(This is the most recent outline I added to my free materials site: 
www.SermonSeedbed.com. I thought you might enjoy have it here in editable 

form.) 

FOUR FACETS OF  
GOD PLEASING FAITH 

By Eddie Lawrence 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder 
of those who diligently seek Him. 

There is a key to unlock the realm of the impossible. Without this key, it is 
impossible to enter the realm of the impossible. What is this key? It is the 
irreplaceable element in living the Christian life. It is faith. I will add, it is the 
kind of faith that pleases God. This verse states clearly that "without faith it 
is impossible to please Him".  There is no ability to please God, no 
empowerment to live in a way to please God, without faith. Then the verse 
tells us the kind of faith that does please God. 

  

In the verse before us we see that this "God pleasing faith" has four facets 
to it. 

The Four Facets of God Pleasing Faith are: 

1. There is a coming to God involved in it. 

"for he who comes to God"  

2. There is a knowing that "God is" involved in it. 

"must believe that He is" 

If you put this as if God was saying it in first person, it would read, "He who 
comes to me, must believe that I Am." In other words, you know that God is 

http://www.sermonseedbed.com/


eternal, that He is the same God He has always been. He lives now. He is 
existing presently in your circumstances to respond to you. 

3. There is a realization concerning God’s heart as a giver involved in 
it. 

"He is a rewarder "  

God is a giver. For God so loved the world that He gave….  He is not a 
cosmic slot machine that is used just to dispense gifts to us, but neither is 
someone who is demanding we do all the giving without any response from 
Him. All through the New Testament, the truth is emblazoned that God 
responds as a giver to His children when they approach Him in childlike 
faith. Remember what Jesus taught in Matthew 7 "How much more will 
your Heavenly Father give good things to those who ask Him?" James 
says, "Every good and perfect gift comes from Him." Even the Holy Spirit is 
a the Father’s gift to us. 

4. There is a seeking after God Himself involved in it. 

"of those who diligently seek Him." 

Notice carefully that the person is seeking the "Giver" not the gift. This is 
key. Knowing and properly responding to who He is will bring you into the 
court of what He does. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LESSONS FROM  

A DAY ON THE LAKE 
By Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Illus--Philip Melancthon, the great Reformation theologian, once said to his 
friend Martin Luther, “This day you and I will discuss the governance of the 
universe.” What Luther said in response was unexpected: “This day you 
and I will go fishing and leave the governance of the universe to God.”Our Daily 

Bread, March-May, 1996, p. for May 18 

TRANSITION TO TEXT: A day of fishing is wonderful every now and then 

isn’t it? Can you imagine having Jesus join you for a day of fishing? 

Today, we are going to look a passage where Jesus joins his disciples on 

a fishing trip. I am titling this message, LESSONS FROM A DAY ON THE 

LAKE. There are some wonderful truths we can glean from this 

incredible experience the disciples had with Jesus. Let’s read the story: 

 

TEXT:Luke 5:1  So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear 

the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret,  2  and saw 

two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them 

and were washing [their] nets.  3  Then He got into one of the boats, 

which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And 

He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat.  4  When He had 

stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let 

down your nets for a catch."  5  But Simon answered and said to Him, 

"Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at 

Your word I will let down the net."  6  And when they had done this, 

they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking.  7  So 



they signaled to [their] partners in the other boat to come and help 

them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to 

sink.  8  When Simon Peter saw [it], he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 

"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"  9  For he and all who 

were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had 

taken;  10  and so also [were] James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 

who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be 

afraid. From now on you will catch men."  11  So when they had 

brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. 

 

TRANSITION TO MAIN POINTS: Wow, what a fishing trip, huh? Let’s 

draw out the lessons and apply them to our lives today. The first lesson 

I want to share with you is found in verse 1. It is: 

 

I.  PEOPLE WANT TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD  v1 

“the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God” 

 

--The problem is that they just need to be told 

--Jesus looked for a way to get the Word to them 

He looked for what was already available. He saw a boat! Often God 

will use what we already have available if we will just look around. 

There were some guys hanging out that God was about to use in a great 

way and bless in a great way and they did not have a clue. In other 

words, if we will just look around us, there are others God wants to 

include in helping us do what we need to do to get the Word out! 

 

 



--New methods are fine as long as the message is the same 

Jesus started the first Gospel Float ministry. 

 

II. JESUS WILL USE WHAT YOU GIVE HIM  v3 

3  Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him 

to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the 

multitudes from the boat 

 

Let’s also think about this from the owner of the boat’s perspective. 

 

--When you put Jesus in the middle of it, he will use it. 

--The boat enabled more people to hear 

--Jesus wants to use your life in a way that more people will hear his 

words 

 

III. JESUS WILL BLESS WHAT YOU GIVE TO HIM  v4-6 

--After Jesus used the boat, he then blessed the boat owner. 

--You must believe to get the blessing 

--Give what you have to the Lord. He will use it, then he will bless you 

for giving it. 

 

IV. WHEN JESUS IS IN CHARGE HE WILL DO MORE IN A MOMENT 

THAN YOU COULD DO IN A LIFETIME IN YOUR OWN STRENGTH  v4-6 



 

Compare the difference between using human effort and responding to 

the leadership of Jesus in a  situation. 

 

--all night = nothing                  1 drop = 2 boatloads 

 

When we quit trying, and start trusting, Jesus will start blessing. They 

left their nets. 

 

Illus--Bruce Larson, in BELIEVE AND BELONG, tells how he helped people 
struggling to surrender their lives to Christ: “For many years I worked in 
New York City and counseled at my office any number of people who 
were wrestling with this yes-or-no decision. Often I would suggest they 
walk with me from my office down to the RCA Building on Fifth Avenue. 
In the entrance of that building is a gigantic statue of Atlas, a beautifully-
proportioned man who, with all his muscles straining, is holding the world 
upon his shoulders. There he is, the most powerfully-built man in the 
world, and he can barely stand up under this burden. ‘Now that’s one 
way to live,’ I would point out to my companion, ‘trying to carry the 
world on your shoulders. But now come across the street with me.’ “On 
the other side of Fifth Avenue is Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, and there 
behind the high altar is a little shrine of the boy Jesus, perhaps eight or 
nine years old, and with no effort he is holding the world in one hand. My 

point was illustrated graphically. 

“We have a choice. We can carry the world on our shoulders, or we can 
say, ‘I give up, Lord; here’s my life. I give you my world, the whole 

world.’” (Richard A. Hasler on NETBible) 

 

 

 



V. IF WE ALLOW THE BLESSING TO BREAK US THEN OTHERS  

WILL BE BLESSED v6-7 

 

There is a principle seen throughout the whole Bible. God does great 

things through brokenness. As Oswalt Chambers reminds us, May we 

become broken bread and poured out wine for Him. 

 

ILLUS--Will Rogers was known for his laughter, but he also knew how to 
weep. One day he was entertaining at the Milton H. Berry Institute in Los 
Angeles, a hospital that specialized in rehabilitating polio victims and 
people with broken backs and other extreme physical handicaps. Of 
course, Rogers had everybody laughing, even patients in really bad 
condition; but then he suddenly left the platform and went to the rest 
room. Milton Berry followed him to give him a towel; and when he 
opened the door, he saw Will Rogers leaning against the wall, sobbing like 
a child. He closed the door, and in a few minutes, Rogers appeared back 
on the platform, as jovial as before.If you want to learn what a person is 
really like, ask three questions: What makes him laugh? What makes him 

angry? What makes him weep? (source unknown) 

The Lord wants us to become broken over those who need to hear who 

have not heard His Word. He will then multiply through this brokenness 

so that others will also be filled. 

 

VI. ALLOW BLESSINGS TO REVEAL JESUS TO YOU  v8 

--you will know when Jesus is revealed to you because you will feel 

sinful by comparison. 

 

When we get a truer revelation of Jesus we realize more than ever it is 

about him. It is about his ability to catch fish, not our great fishing skills. 



Peter was a fisherman by trade, but in that moment he realized he 

knew nothing compared to Jesus. 

 

ILLUS-- The young seminarian was excited about preaching his first 
sermon in his home church. After three years in seminary, he felt 
adequately prepared, and when he was introduced to the congregation, he 
walked boldly to the pulpit, his head high, radiating self-confidence. 

But he stumbled reading the Scriptures and then lost his train of thought 
halfway through the message. He began to panic, so he did the safest 
thing: He quickly ended the message, prayed, and walked dejectedly from 
the pulpit, his head down, his self-assurance gone. 

Later, one of the godly elders whispered to the embarrassed young man, 
“If you had gone up to the pulpit the way you came down, you might have 

come down the way you went up.” The elder was right. God still resists the 
proud but gives grace to the humble. Prokope, Vol. No. 3, July-September, 1997 

--Allow the blessing to lead you to a deeper walk 

 

 

VII. MAXIMUM BLESSING COMES FROM TOTAL SURRENDER  v11 

11  So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and 

followed Him. 

 

The disciples realized that the true life to live was found in being with 

Jesus. We all need to make this discovery. We do not have to literally 

leave our jobs because we have the promise now, that Jesus is with us 

all the time wherever we are. BUT if he spoke to us to leave a job, then 

it would be in our best interest to do so. 



 

ILLUS—One of the slogans that the Coca Cola company has used for 

great success is, THINGS GO BETTER WITH COKE. Well there is another 

slogan that is true for all humanity, THINGS GO BETTER WITH CHRIST! 

 

The disciples learned this on their day at the lake with Jesus. May we 

learn it and live by it as well. 

 

 

QUOTE--God is ready to assume full responsibility for the life wholly 
yielded to Him. - Andrew Murray. 

CONCLUSION – Today could be your “Day at the Lake” so to speak. Are 

you willing to give what you have to Jesus to use for His glory. Are you 

will to humble yourself before Him in total surrender?...... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WHEN HARD TIMES  

BECOME GOOD TIMES 
By Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION— Illus- An old woodsman gives this advice about 

catching a porcupine: “Watch for the slapping tail as you dash in and 

drop a large washtub over him. The washtub will give you something to 

sit on while you ponder your next move.” Bits and Pieces, September, 

1989 

 

We all have had hard times and sometimes you don’t know quite 

what to do. 

 

 

Romans 8:6 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be 

glorified together. 

    
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 

to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

 

SUFFERING WITH CHRIST? 

Are you willing to take a step to alleviate suffering? 



Jesus came to suffer the just for the unjust to bring us to God. 

 

Are you willing to take a step to eradicate evil? 

Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. 

 

Paul said to the Philippians -- That I may know him...and the fellowship 

of his sufferings. 

How do we enter into the place of suffering with him? 

 

 

WHAT KINDS OF SUFFERING? 

Romans 8: 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? 36 As it is written:  

 

      “ For Your sake we are killed all day long; 

       We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”[c] 

 
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who 

loved us. 

 

PAUL GIVES US A LIST OF THE THINGS HE FACED: 

 

Tribulation 

thlípsis =  to crush, press, compress, squeeze,  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%208&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28149c


 to break. Tribulation, trouble, affliction. 

(from The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament © 1992 by AMG International, Inc. Revised Edition, 1993)  

 

Distress 

 from stenós, narrow, and chóra (5561), territory, a space. Symbolically, 

great distress, straits (Rom 2:9; 8:35; 2 Cor 6:4; 12:10).  

 

Stenochœría  is different from thlípsis (2347), tribulation. In three of 

the four occurrences in the NT these two words are used together 

(Rom 2:9; 8:35; 2 Cor 6:4). Thlípsis refers to troubles pressing upon 

someone from without, such as persecution, affliction, or tribulation. 

Stenochœría has in view the distress which arises from within (usually 

caused by  

thlípsis), such as anguish or discomfort. 

 

Persecution = to be pursued with intentions of harm. NT:1375 

to follow, persecute, pursue, press toward. Pursuit, particularly of 

enemies, persecution, hostile prosecution  

 

Famine = to be in hunger 

 

Nakedness = to be unclothed (homeless and impverished) 

 

Peril = danger, an atmosphere of harm and danger 



 

Sword = war and violence.  

 

HOW DO WE DO THIS? 

 

Luke 4: 

18“ The Spirit of the LORDisupon Me, 

       Because He has anointed Me 

      To preach the gospel tothepoor; 

      He has sent Meto heal the brokenhearted,[j] 

      To proclaim liberty tothecaptives 

      And recovery of sight totheblind, 

      Toset at liberty those who areoppressed; 

       19To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”[k] 

 

 

Ministering to those who are suffering. 

Ministering to those who are suffering for Christ. 

Matthew 25: 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 

‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you 

gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger 

and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and 

you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’  
37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 

You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25078j
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%204&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25079k


we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?39 Or 

when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the 

King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch 

as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to 

Me.’ 

 

 

1. Ministering to those who are suffering. 

-sick 

-those in need of healing 

-those in need of deliverance 

-People in distress 

(Who are these in our community, our world?) 

 

Illus-Hundreds of years ago a wandering scholar named Muretus lived. 

He was very educated but also very poor. He became very sick, and he 

was taken to the place where the destitute were kept. The people who 

cared for him did not know that he was a scholar and that he 

understood the scholar's Latin. One day the doctors were discussing his 

case in Latin and they were saying that he was a poor creature of value 

to no one and that it was hopeless and unnecessary to expend care and 

money on attention to such a worthless human. Muretus looked up and 

answered in their own Latin, "Call no man worthless for whom Christ 

died." 

 

2. Ministering to those who are suffering for Christ. 



-The people who led Paul down in the basket 

-The man who told Paul that a group of men were waiting to kill him 

-Those who came to Paul in prison 

-Those who hid the disciples in times of danger 

(Who are these in our community, our world?) 

 

Stat: Over 170,000 believers each year die as martyrs because of their 

belief in Jesus Christ. http://christianity.about.com/od/denominations/p/christiantoday.htm 

 

3. Ministering to those who cause suffering. 

-Jesus did this when he went to the cross 

-Ananias did this when he went to Paul 

-Paul did this when he ministered to the jailer 

-Stephen did this as he was martyred 

-this is blessing those who curse you 

-this is overcoming evil with good 

(Who are these in our community, our world?) 

 

4. Ministering to those who live in an environment of suffering. 

-Jesus at the pool of Bethesda 

-Peter at the gate called beautiful when the crippled man was healed 

-ministering to the lepers 

-ministering to the hungry 

-ministering to the homeless 

http://christianity.about.com/od/denominations/p/christiantoday.htm


-our military 

-in prison 

-the abandoned 

(Who are these in our community, our world?) 

 

Some Examples: 

THE VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

THOSE IN REFUGEE CAMPS 

THOSE WHO SERVE IN OUR MILITARY 

THOSE SUFFERING GENOCIDE 

THOSE IN PLACES OF FAMINE 

CHILDREN BEING ABUSED 

THOSE IN DISEASE STRICKEN AREAS 

 

 

 

 

THE UNSHAKABLE LOVE 

Romans 8: 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels 

nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 

nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 



THINK ABOU T IT!The Bible is clear, there ain’t nothing the devil and all 

his hellish forces can do to keep Jesus from loving you. So, he will bring 

all hell against you to get you from loving him. 

 

BE ENCOURGAGED! 

ILLUS--American pastor and author James H. Brookes told of visiting a 
friend’s house and hearing the music of a bird singing. It was not the 
ordinary sound of chirping; instead it resembled the strains of a lovely 
melody. At first Brookes didn’t know where it was coming from; but when 
he glanced around the room, he saw a beautiful bullfinch in a birdcage. The 
lady of the house explained that it had been taught to sing that way at 
night. The teacher would repeat the notes time and again until the bird was 
able to mimic them. But this was possible only because it was dark and the 
bird’s attention would not be diverted. 

How often we learn our sweetest songs when the blackness of trial closes 
in around us. This was David’s experience. Cast down and almost 
despairing of life, he said,”...in the night His song shall be with me.” Elihu 
spoke of God giving “songs in the night” (Job 35:10). 

Oh, friend, let’s not despair when the darkness of trouble descends upon 
us. God is with us; God will help us; God will give us a song. (Source-Our 

Daily Bread) 

 

 

 

WHEN IT BECOMES GOOD! 

We must see the value not in the suffering itself but in the glory that it 

reveals.The worthiness of coming glory! Glory is found on the other 

side of entering into the sufferings of Christ by touching the lives of 



those who suffer or having to suffer yourself because of your love for 

Jesus. Love suffers long….but it brings glory at the end. 

 

CONCLUSION--The Gospel message is centered on Jesus giving his life 

for the lives of others, namely us. Are we willing to give of ourselves so 

that others can know Christ too. They are worth because of what He 

gave. Listen to this poem. I could not find the author of the poem but it 

conveys the message we need to hear when we reach out to those 

whom we may not know: 

 

"What's a man worth? 

Does anyone know? 

Is he measured by riches, 

By friend or foe? 

Can we tell by his virtues, 

his station in life? 

His accent? His color? 

His peace or his strife? 

The length of his hair, 

the shape of his nose. 

His smile or his handshake 

The cut of his clothes? 

What's a man worth? 

We turn to our Guide 



And Christ gives His answer 

'For EACH man I died.'" 

Dear Friends, things turn around when we turn toward others and 

enter into their hurt and suffering to bring them the love of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PRINCIPLE OF THE YOKE 
(A Bible Study) 

By Eddie Lawrence 

(Several years ago I read a book by a lady named Cindy Jacobs. As I remember, I borrowed 

some of the following from that book. It makes a great Bible study for a mid-week teaching 

time.) 

 

Are you free? Freedom is not the power to do anything you want to do. 

It is the power to do what you ought to do. Many people are not free in 

this since because they are bound. 

 

The literal meaning of the yoke=the wooden bar that allowed two (or 

more) animals, such as oxen, to be coupled together so that might work 

more effectively. 

 

A yoke represents somone being under subjection to another for the 

purposes of the other. It means that a person’s power and resources 

are being used for the purposes of the person who holds the reins. Each 

one of us is either under the yoke of Satan or the yoke of the Savior. 

Either under the yoke of bondage or the yoke of blessing. 

 

THE YOKE OF BONDAGE 

The Bible oftens uses the term “yoke” to refer to work or bondage. It 

was used of foreign oppressers and was generally associated with 

Divine judgement. It was also used in the Bible to refer to one person’s 

subjection to another. 



Illus- Pharaoh 

 

Types of the Yoke of Bondage 

 

1. Sin--Illus of man in pornography 

Lamentations 1: 14  "The yoke of my transgressions was bound;  They were woven together by 

His hands,  [And] thrust upon my neck.  He made my strength fail;  The Lord delivered me into 

the hands of [those] [whom] I am not able to withstand. 

2. Legalism--Depending on self instead of Christ 

Galatians 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be 

entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 

Acts 15: 10  "Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples 

which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 

3. OcculticOpressions—New age, wicca, etc. 

4. Wrong Relationships--2 Corinthians 6: 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has 

light with darkness?  15  And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer 

with an unbeliever?  16  And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the 

temple of the living God. 

 

How To Pray for Someone Under A Yoke 

 

1. Request an anointing to break the yoke (Is. 10:27) 

 Isaiah 10:27 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] his burden shall be taken away from 

off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the 

anointing. 

 

The Year of Jubilee=The acceptable year of our Lord 

 



Luke 4: 16  So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He 

went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.  17  And He was handed the 

book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was 

written:  18  "The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon Me,  Because He has anointed Me  To preach the 

gospel to [the] poor;  He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,  To proclaim liberty to [the] 

captives  And recovery of sight to [the] blind,  To set at liberty those who are oppressed;  19  To 

proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord."  20  Then He closed the book, and gave [it] back to 

the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  

21  And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

 

1John 2: 18  Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is 

coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.  19  

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 

continued with us; but [they] [went] [out] that they might be made manifest, that none of them 

were of us.  20  But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things. 

25  And this is the promise that He has promised us--eternal life.  26  These things I have written 

to you concerning those who [try] [to] deceive you.  27  But the anointing which you have 

received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same 

anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught 

you, you will abide in Him. 

 

2. Pray for the enemie’s work to be bound (Matt. 18:18) 

Luke 8: 26  Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.  27  And 

when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons 

for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs.  28  When 

he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, "What have I to do 

with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!"  29  For He had 

commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was 

kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by 

the demon into the wilderness.  30  Jesus asked him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, 

"Legion," because many demons had entered him.  31  And they begged Him that He would not 

command them to go out into the abyss.  32  Now a herd of many  swine  was feeding there on 

the mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted 

them.  33  Then the demons went out of the man and entered the  swine , and the herd ran 

violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned.  34  When those who fed [them] saw 

what had happened, they fled and told [it] in the city and in the country.  35  Then they went out 

to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had 

departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.  36  



They also who had seen [it] told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was 

healed.  37  Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked Him to 

depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got into the boat and returned. 

 

3. Pray for Blindness to be removed  

2 Cor. 4: 3  But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  4  whose 

minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 

 

4. Pray for their salvation; if saved, pray that they would realize who Christ is. 

Numbers 19:1  Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  2  "This [is] the ordinance of 

the law which the Lord has commanded, saying: `Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring 

you a red heifer without blemish, in which there [is] no defect [and] on which a yoke has never 

come 

A Picture of Christ. 

The blood was sprinkled and the ashes made the water of purification. 

 

 

5. Pray for the power of sin to be broken   

 

6. Praise--God becomes who we praise Him to be. Ps. 149  

Illus--The Walls of Jericho 

Acts 16--Paul and Silas in Prison 

7. Fasting--Is. 58:6 

Isaiah 58: 6  "[Is] this not the fast that I have chosen:  To loose the bonds of wickedness,  To 

undo the heavy burdens,  To let the oppressed go free,  And that you break every yoke? 

Fasting loosens the hold that the flesh has on us. 

 



Jeremiah 30: 8  `For it shall come to pass in that day,'  Says the Lord of hosts,  `[That] I will break 

his yoke from your neck,  And will burst your bonds;  Foreigners shall no more enslave them.  9  

But they shall serve the Lord their God,  And David their king,  Whom I will raise up for them. 

 

THE YOKE OF BLESSING 

Matthew 11: 25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 

them unto babes.  26  Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight.  27  All things are 

delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth 

any man the Father, save the Son, and [he] to whomsoever the Son will reveal [him].  28  Come 

unto me, all [ye] that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29  Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 

souls.  30  For my yoke [is] easy, and my burden is light. 

 

labor and heavy laden pictures an animal in a yoke under a strain from pulling a plow or 

carrying a heavy load or both. It is a picture of drudgery and fatique. It refers to the tiredness 

and fatigue both physically and spiritually of trying to keep the O.T. Law; trying to do it on your 

own. Are you tired of trying? Do you feel as if you are enslaved by a yoke? Do you feel like you 

are on a treadmill going nowhere and unable to get off? 

 

 

rest=anapauso which refers not only to rest to to rejuvenation. 

The rest is given by Christ, therefore it cannot be manufactured of ourselves. 

Ye shall find denotes what we do to receive the rest Christ gives. 1. We take his yoke upon us. 2. 

We learn from him. Therefore the truth is that it is his rest presence that gives us rest. As we 

spend time in yoke with him learning from him we are rejuvenated. 

 

 

 

 

 



THE TWO YOKES 

JESUS’ YOKE     SATAN’S YOKE 

1. COMES BY INVITATION   1. COMES BY INTRUSION 

2. GIVES REST     2. CAUSES FATIQUE AND     

                                   STRAIN  

3. DESIRES TO TEACH    3. CREATES DOUBT AND        

                                     IGNORANCE 

4. GENTLE AND HUMBLE   4. HARSH AND PROUD 

 

 

Ezekiel 34: 26  "I will make them and the places all around My hill a blessing; and I will cause 

showers to come down in their season; there shall be showers of blessing.  27  "Then the trees  

of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase. They shall be safe in their 

land; and they shall know that I [am] the Lord, when I have broken the bands of their yoke and 

delivered them from the hand of those who enslaved them.  28  "And they shall no longer be a 

prey for the nations, nor shall beasts of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and no 

one shall make [them] afraid.  29  "I will raise up for them a garden of renown, and they shall no 

longer be consumed with hunger in the land, nor bear the shame of the Gentiles anymore.  30  

"Thus they shall know that I, the Lord their God, [am] with them, and they, the house of Israel, 

[are] My people," says the Lord God.' " 

 

 


