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OFF THE RADAR 

by Eddie Lawrence 

Alternate Titles 

WHY DID THEY CRASH? 

SPIRITUAL SEARCH AND RESCUE 

OUT OF SIGHT OUT OF MIND 

WHAT TO DO WHEN A STORM STRIKES 

 

Introduction—A few years back, Air France flight #447 lifted off from Brazil headed 

toward Paris, France. The flight gained the right altitude and was on course. Four 

hours into the flight, the plane simply disappeared from the radar screen. There 

was a single computerized message indicating the plane had lost power. What 

then ensued was a massive full scale search and rescue effort. The USA sent their 

underwater unmanned submarine units.  France sent planes, Brazil sent planes, 

other nations sent planes, naval vessels, merchant vessels and any who were 

willing to help were summoned in the hopes of finding the crash scene and 

possible survivors. Of course they did discover the oil slicked area of the crash still 

strewn with floating debris and most recently two floating bodies. There were no 

survivors. 228 people were lost! Everyone’s hearts are broken over this. 

 

What a tragedy. One of the greatest since 911.  I think it would be fitting for us to 

pray right now for all these families, would you bow with me? (Lead a prayer) 

Amen.   

 

Now this tragedy has caused me to reflect upon how the world has rushed to find 

those who disappeared off the radar. It has caused me to ask the question from a 

pastoral perspective, What about the people that drop off the radar in our 

churches? Do we send out rescue teams? Are our hearts broken over an inability 

to bring them back? 

 

Jesus taught us that some people would disappear off the radar. But it is our job to 

find out why and to do all we can to help them become fruitful. Listen to his 
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explanation of the different types of responses to the Word of God’s affect on the 

human heart: 

 

Mark 4: 13 And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then 

will you understand all the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 And these are 

the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes 

immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. 16 These 

likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, 

immediately receive it with gladness; 17 and they have no root in themselves, and 

so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the 

word’s sake, immediately they stumble. 18 Now these are the ones sown among 

thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19 and the cares of this world, the 

deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, 

and it becomes unfruitful. 20 But these are the ones sown on good ground, those 

who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some 

a hundred.” 

 

This message will focus on the people in the parable that drop off the scene. Once 

really involved, but now gone!  What about the people who drop off the radar in 

our churches? 

 

To answer this question, let’s consider three aspects of dealing with people off the 

radar: 

 

Aspect Number 1:  People You Once Observed Moving Toward God 

 

A. We all have known people who once were so excited about the things of the 

Lord. They made commitments to Christ, they became actively involved in church 

activities. Their faces were seen at fellowship events, they contributed to the 

support of the church, they may have taught a class or served on a committee---

BUT THEN---they disappeared. 
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Why? A great question. Honestly, if we do not know the answer to that question, 

we more than likely have not fulfilled our responsibilities correctly. 

Possible Answers- 

 

 1. Lapsed back into sin 

 2. Became offended at someone 

 3. Started attending somewhere else (but why?) 

 4. Just gradually lost interest 

 5. Felt they could not measure up 

 6. A thousand other reasons….. 

 

If the Lord led someone to us to care for, to feed, to lead, then we should at least 

call when they drop out and try to help. If not, they will assume we really do not 

care. Maybe that assumption is more true than we would like to admit?  

 

In the parable Jesus told, he could tell us what happened to the people that did not 

become productive. Cares of the world, deceitfulness of riches, persecution and 

like are given as reasons. But he did no what happened to them. How many times 

do we not have a clue what happened to them or where they are? 

 

Something to think about… 

 

This is a reality in every congregation. So, how do we address it? 

 

 This brings us to - 

 

Aspect Number 2:  Develop A Search and Rescue Operation 

 

When a tragedy occurs in the natural world around us, a response is expected 

immediately.  
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-Search begins 

-I got a visual 

-Move in for closer look 

 

Three words of direction for a search and rescue effort: 

 

 1. Time is of the essence-- The best time to stop a hemorrhage is before the 

person bleeds to death. If someone fails to show, then a simple “I missed you call” 

might be the very thing that brings them right back to the place where they know 

they are missed and loved. Not a “Private Eye Call” to make people feel badly, but 

a “I really did miss you” call. Jesus hung on the cross for six hours. How many of 

the disciples showed up? The ones that did, are recorded in Scripture and we still 

talk about the love for Jesus. 

 

 2. Persistent Compassion—One call then check off the box, I met my 

obligations, will not get the job done when someone is really struggling in their 

walk with God. The Good Samaritan went the second and third mile to make sure 

his “Neighbor” recovered and got back on his feet. 

 

 3. Family Intervention—Many of you have seen the television show 

INTERVENTION where family and friends finally confront a loved one with an 

addiction issue. The goal is to commit to do whatever it takes to get them the help 

they need. Churches should have a family mentality. When one of the family is off 

the radar, we all start looking and helping. Paul in writing to the Corinthians 

addressed several situations that involved the church family to reach out to 

individuals. 

 

 4. Refuse to be Discouraged—Not everyone will be found or brought back. 

But remember the heart of Jesus who taught us to leave the 99 who were safe in 

the sheepfold and go get the one that was astray. There will be victory in the 

camp, each time that forgotten face is once again seen in the pew, or in the choir, 

or behind the podium, or greeting people at the door.  
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This brings us to- 

 

Aspect Number 3: Track the Results with the Right Motives 

 

Developing a way to insure people are being cared for is important. It cannot 

simply be done by one person alone. It cannot be done by a handful of people. We 

all need to take ownership in this important issue.  

 

 1. A list of all our names 

 2. Contact information 

 3. Scouts assigned to spot the absent 

 4. Teams assigned to go after them 

 5. Accountability by recording what we have done 

         6. Let’s all look for them this week. 

 

INSERT ILLUSTRATION (Consider inserting the second of the two illustrations 

provided this week here. I think it would fit well, unless you have a more personal 

story to close with.) 

 

Conclusion—If we do this well, then if the time ever came, when you or I for 

whatever reason dropped off the radar, then everyone would be alerted and 

people would come looking for us. Isn’t that what Jesus did, he came looking for 

us.  
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THANK GOD FOR THE FIRE  

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles 

FIRE IN THE HOLE 

TRIED, TESTED, AND TRUE 

FOUR THINGS GOD KNOWS THAT WILL GET YOU THROUGH THE FIRE 

WHAT MAKES FOR GOOD BISCUITS?  

 

Ice breaker                 

 

Customer to waiter: “Sir, do you serve crabs in this                                              

restaurant?”  

 

Waiter: “Yes Sir, have a seat, we serve anyone who comes in.” 

 

Transition --Well friends, no matter what your mood is this morning, this will be a 

message that will help you. If you don’t need it now, you will later.  Listen to what 

the Apostle Peter wrote. 

 

1 Peter 1:6  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you 

have been grieved by various trials,  7  that the genuineness of your faith, [being] 

much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found 

to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  8  whom having not seen 

you love. Though now you do not see [Him], yet believing, you rejoice with joy 

inexpressible and full of glory,  9  receiving the end of your faith--the salvation of 

[your] souls. 

 

Introduction:  

Life is not always fair. There are trials that come and they test us. We have all 

watched the old western movies that show miners blasting rock in the side of a hill 
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looking for gold. They would run a long fuse down the hill and light it. As it burned 

closer and closer to the sticks of dynamite, one of the miners would yell at the top 

of their voice, “FIRE IN THE HOLE—FIRE IN THE HOLE!” Shortly thereafter, 

BOOOOM! 

 

Now hearing those words, FIRE IN THE HOLE in an old western can be exciting and 

makes for good movie watching. But, it is totally different, when it is real life, and 

someone yells, FIRE IN THE HOLE! And----------YOU ARE IN THE HOLE! 

 

Yet, those days come. The furnace is not fun. 

 

I saw a church sign that read: Eternity—Smoking or non-smoking. 

Truth is there is fire in this life not just the life to come. We need to know this or 

we will become discouraged and disillusioned. 

 

LIFE IS NOT ALWAYS GOING TO BE EASY! WE AMERICANS WANT THE PAIN-FREE 

SHORT VERSION. 

 

Make everything quick and easy for us. Even in the church, we seldom hear that 

life can be tough. 

 

Have you heard about the new drive through confessional. It is called “Toot and 

Tell.” 

 

The truth is, dear friends, the text we read a few moments ago tells us that we will 

be tried by fire. 

 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 

 

Tried by fire---the test looking for authenticity which therefore exposes that which 

is imitation. It exposes our hypocrisy, our inconsistency. 
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TEST==TO SEE WHAT YOU GOT IN YOU!  

To see what you are made of.  

To see what you are afraid of. 

 

Transition Statement: 

There are four things that God Knows about us that we need to know. Knowing 

these four things will encourage us when we are in the fire. 

 

1. GOD KNOWS OUR BREAKING POINT—Illus tightening bolt on new microwave. 

God never has to say “Ooops!” (1 Cor 10:13) 

 

2. GOD KNOWS OUR BAKING POINT  

 

Illus-BISCUITS ARE MADE OUT OF INGREDIENTS THAT ARE NOT GOOD TO THE 

TASTE UNTIL THEY ARE COMBINED AND PUT TO THE FIRE.  

 

Flour by itself—yuck 

Salt by itself—yuck 

Grease by itself—yuck 

Put them all together and put the fire to it---yum, yum, yum! 

 

Same way in life, the fire can cause things to become better. God knows our baking 

point. He knows how much fire it takes to bring out the best in people. 

 

3. GOD KNOWS OUR ACHING POINT— 

Joke--It usually takes about two years before a child has its parents broke in.  

 

Every child needs correction. Trials can bring correction to our lives. Sure they are 

painful but they can be profitable. 
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Sometimes we get confused and rebuke the devil instead of submit to God. 

 

Humorous Story:  A man came forward at the end of the church service and asked 

the pastor if he would pray for his hearing.  The minister said that he would be glad 

to pray for him and proceeded to lay his hands on the man’s ears.  He prayed 

fervently for the man for several minutes.  Finally, he asked the man. “How is your 

hearing now?”  

 

The man replied without hesitation, I don’t know yet.  It’s not until next Thursday! 

 

It’s this way in the trials of life, most people don’t understand what you are going 

through or they misunderstand what you are doing through. 

 

4. GOD KNOWS OUR MAKING POINT— 

 

Illus--In the movie, Facing the Giants, the head football coach was frustrated with a 

young man who had great ability but wasn’t giving it his all. The death crawl was 

the one drill the whole team hated the most. They were required to crawl on their 

hands with their hands and knees for 10-20 yards. The coach blindfolded the 

player with all the unused potential and had him do the death crawl.  He blew his 

whistle and it started. He made it 10 yards and started complaining, the coach told 

him to keep going he could do more. Every few yards, this repeated. The rest of 

the bewildered team watched until at last the entire 100 yard football field was 

covered.  

 

The young man collapsed when coach blew his whistle. When he took off the 

blindfold he could not believe what he had accomplished. 

God knows much more about what we can do and how far we can go than we do. 

He knows what to do to really make us rise up into our true potential. So, 

sometimes, we are blindfolded and tested. We cannot see, but we trust his voice. 

We are tested in the following ways: 
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Peter mentions various trials. This means trials of sorts and sizes.  

 

Typically trials will test us in three areas which Paul teaches are our three abiding 

gifts: 

 

*Tests our Faith –“yet believing”  Who are you going to believe? Is it going to talk 

and no walk or talk backed up by walk?  

 

*Tests our Hope—“end of your faith” Where are you going to go? What is your 

take on tomorrow? Brighter or darker? Glory to gory, or glory to glory? Gloom and 

doom, or song and dance? 

 

*Tests our love—“not seen you love” What are you going to give? What’s in it for 

me or what’s in it for Him? 

For God so loved that he gave…. 

 

One of the greatest descriptions of love I have heard came from a Hollywood 

movie star talking about a Bible study she attended on a stage set each week with 

other Hollywood movie people. 

Dyan Cannon said: There are three kinds of love. 

 

-The “I love you if” kind of love.  

If you do this or that, I will love you. 

 

-The “I love you because” kind of love 

I love you because you do this or that. 

-The “I love you in spite of” kind of love 

I love you no matter what you do. 

 

God tests our love. Why do we love God? Why do we love people? 
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These trials help us see where our loyalties really lie. 

 

Faith—There’s somebody I’m  believing in. 

Hope—There’s somebody I going to see 

Love—There’s somebody that loves me taking care of me. 

 

Sometimes the tests of God get our attention back to where it needs to be. 

 

Member to pastor at the end of the morning service: “Pastor, you were really good 

this morning! You must have interrupted my thoughts at least a half of dozen 

times.” 

 

Hebrews 12: 27 Now this, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of those things 

that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be 

shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot 

be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may F62 serve God acceptably with 

reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire. 

 

God who is a consuming fire knows what to use to purify and perfect us. He does 

not cause evil in our lives, but even when evil comes, God can intervene and use it 

for His purposes and our good! 

Conclusion -- I remember a few years ago when my wife and I were out of town 

and got a call that our house was on fire.  There was a fire in the house but nothing 

in that house mattered other than our children. The fire put things in proper 

perspective. Fortunately, both our house and our kids were pretty much 

unscathed. But the fire really reminded us of what was really important in our 

lives. 

 

 

 

http://bible1.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/#F62
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CONQUERING YOUR COMPULSION 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles 

OBESSED WITH YOUR COMPULSION 

TIME TO EXPEL YOUR COMPULSION 

WHEN YOUR COMPELLED TO DEAL WITH YOUR COMPULSION 

WHEN YOU JUST CAN’T HELP BUT DEAL WITH YOUR COMPULSION 

(NOTE: As with all these sermons, feel free to change them up to flow with the 
stream you are in.) 

TEXT: Mark 5:  1 Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the 
Gadarenes.[a] 2 And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met 
Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 who had his dwelling among 
the tombs; and no one could bind him,[b] not even with chains, 4 because he had 
often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart 
by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. 5 And 
always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and 
cutting himself with stones. (The whole story goes through verse 18) 
 

I want you to notice that this man was compelled to hurt himself . 
 
PRAYER 

Introduction—(INTRO number 2 in this pack would also work here) 
 
A Stanford Medical research group advertised for participants in a 
study of obsessive-compulsive disorder. 

They were looking for therapy clients who had been diagnosed with this 
disorder. 

The response was gratifying; they got 3,879 responses one hour after 
the ad came out. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=48&chapter=5&version=50#fen-NKJV-24360a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=48&chapter=5&version=50#fen-NKJV-24362b
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All from the same person. (source=jokeoftheday.wordpress.com) 

That’s definitely what you call obsessed and compulsive isn’t it? And it is also an 
extreme example. BUT the truth is many of us often have areas of our lives where 
we get out of control. I am not labeling all of us as obsessive-compulsive. I am 
saying, however, that we can be pushed by wrong thinking to make wrong choices. 
It becomes important for us to deal with whatever “it” is that is doing the 
pushing—be it flesh, the devil, or the world, or all three! 
 
As we step into this subject, let first look at: 

1. Compulsion Defined 

A compulsion can be a mental stronghold that motivates you to do things you 

know at the heart level are unhealthy or damaging to you and others, but you 

seem helpless to control or stop. It seems as if “something” else takes over and 

you are a helpless bystander. Then once the behavior is over, you are left with 

shame, guilt, condemnation, and depression. 

 

2. Compulsion Discerned 

In understanding what a compulsion is, we need to examine our lives to see if 

there are any unhealthy compulsions pushing us in the wrong direction. 

 

A. Do you find yourself in a mental war trying not to do a particular thing that you 

end up doing anyway? An addictive behavior, pornography, too much wine, too 

much food, too much------- 

 

B. Do you find yourself caving in thinking “I am going to eventually do it anyway, so 

I might as well get it over with.”? 

 

C. What is that thing you do, that makes you feel so ashamed of your weakness , in 

order to overcome it? 
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D. What is it that you have tried countless times to stop without success? 

 

 

3. Compulsion Defeated 

Our sin leads us astray, but what our Savior did on the cross supplies the power to 

break sin’s hold on our lives.  

 

Earlier I mentioned that we must deal with whatever is pushing us. Let’s take that a 

step farther. Biblically, there are several forces that can lead us to be far too 

compulsive: 

 

A. Our Flesh (fallen nature): The Bible teaches us that our fallen nature is really our 

enemy. It cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God (1. Cor.2:14). 

 

 Within our flesh there are several factors at work. 

 

 1) Adam’s sin—the force of original sin within us. 

 

 2) Our own sin—doors that have been opened to the enemy’s power   

                through our own choices. 

 

 3)Our family line sin—this is the sins of the fathers that affect us. That  

            is encoded in our DNA can be the propensities of our family line                

           toward certain sinful behavior. 

 

B. The Devil: Jesus regularly confronted people tormented by evil spirits. On some 

of those occasions people were involved in repeated behavior that was damaging 

to themselves and others (like the man among the tombs, v5). 
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C. The World: The influence of the world can bombard us with messages that will 

push us to repeatedly make unwise and foolish decisions. John teaches us that the 

world works through the lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh and the pride of life. 

 

D. Emotional, Mental, Psychological Sickness: Living in a fallen world, where there 

is a real devil and real pressures to live lives contrary to God, people can become 

debilitated by it all. 

 

How do we deal with it and defeat it? 

 

Three Basic Ways 

 

A. Healing—Often there is the need for healing of the mind, just like there is for 

healing of one’s body. 

 

B. Renewal—This refers to the renewing of the mind through the Word of God. 

 

C. Deliverance—This occurs when it is obvious a person is being tormented by the 

Devil. Just as the Holy Spirit can help people, unholy spirits can hinder people.  

 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit our compulsions can be: 

 

   1) Exposed—Honestly and humbly acknowledging your inability to deal with the 

strong pattern of thinking that pushes you into wrong behavior. 

 

   2) Uprooted—dealing with the root issues that drive our compulsion. Escapism, 

denial, unhealed areas of our emotions, believing a lie about God or ourselves. 

 

   3) Expelled—Through repentance, prayer of confession, and faith to receive 

God’s grace, we can be changed and freed. 



19 

 

 

This merits a separate course of study but I wanted you to know it does exist. 

 

Thank God we are not defenseless. 

 

Deliverance becomes an option when other means of the source have been 

eliminated.  

 

Conclusion—I want to ask those of you who may need prayer to…….. 
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WHAT MAKES YOU TICK? 

By Eddie Lawrence 

Alternate Titles: 

Why Are You Doing What You Are Doing? 

What Motivates You? 

Your Motives Reveal Your Master 

The Power of Pure Motives 

 

(Use some of the information provided at the first to form your introduction.) 

 

Ice Breaker 

Illus—The story of the drunk who fell in a grave and then later a young man falls in. 

The drunk says, You’ll never get out of here—but he did. You see the right motive got 

the young man moving! 

 

Motive answers the question “Why I do what I do?” 

My motives help me assess what is really important to me. 

The important issues of life are not just doing the right things.  

They are doing the right things for the right reasons.  

 

The list of wrong motivations can be quiet lengthy: 

*Hatred 

*Anger 

*Greed 

*Covetousness 

*Lust 

*Pride 

*Selfish ambition 

 



21 

 

Investigators who work on criminal cases always look for the person(s) who had 

the means, the motive, and the opportunity to commit the crime. Even our courts 

of law and legal system recognize the power of motives in determining someone’s 

level of guilt. 

 

2 Corinthians 5: 9Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be 

well pleasing to Him. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 

that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad. 11Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we 

persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in 

your consciences. 

12For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to boast 

on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those who boast in appearance 

and not in heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound 

mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if 

One died for all, then all died; 15and He died for all, that those who live should live 

no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.  

 

You can read the above verses and get a glimpse of what made Paul tick? 

 

Listen to the following verses and listen for what describes the motives that drove 

people to do what they did: (Choose which ones you may want to read to your 

congregation) 

 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 

men. 

 

-The Apostle Paul (Colossians 3:23 NIV) 
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Acts 18: 5When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled 

by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ.  

 

 Luke 8: 37Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes 

asked Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear.  

 

Luke 4: 38And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon’s house. And 

Simon’s wife’s mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for 

her.  

 

Luke 22: 63And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him. 

Acts 7: 57Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran 

upon him with one accord,  

 

Luke 19: 43For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a 

trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side,  

 

Luke 12: 50But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it 

be accomplished! 

 

Phil 1: 23For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be 

with Christ, which is far better. 24Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more 

needful for you.  

 

 

TRANSITION-- I want to share with you four observations about motives in order to 

support their place of importance in our lives. 
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First 
1. YOUR MOTIVES REVEAL WHAT IS REALLY IMPORTANT TO YOU 
 
If everyone in this church was on the same level of spirituality that you are, what 

would the condition of the church be?  

 

Would it be better or worse?  

 

If better, great! 

 

 If not, then you have just revealed that you are being motivated in a wrong 

direction. 

 

Motives are invisible but they are the true test of character. -Alfred A. Montapert 

 

Illus--William Willimon directs the Chapel at Duke University. Since students aren't 

required to attend the chapel services, he was humorously intrigued by one 

student's motivation for coming. Willimon approached this young man who had 

been ushering for several Sundays. He asked, "How do you like chapel?" The 

student politely said, "I like it." The chaplain then brashly inquired, "What do you 

think about the preaching?" "Well, I like that, too," said the collegiate. Willimon 

pressed on, and asked, "What do you like about it?" The young man stammered, "I 

just . . . I like it." Willimon held his feet to the fire until he confessed, "Look, Dr. 

Willimon, I'll be honest with you. I come to chapel to meet women." The good-

hearted doctor appropriately responded, "Thank you. This has done me good. In 

case I should ever become presumptuous, I will remember this conversation." 

 

What makes you tick is sometimes best seen by what ticks you off. 

 

-When you get ticked off, ask yourself, why does this matter so much to me? It may 

be quiet enlightening. 
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As leaders, we must be careful how we attempt to persuade people to follow us. 

 

Leaders are always looking for ways to motivate people.  

 

Unfortunately, the two most frequently employed tactics are guilt and fear.  

 

On commercial advertisements, this also often used. If you don’t buy--- 

 

*Mattress—your spine will start looking like a spiral staircase. 

*Take our vitamin or die young. 

*Tennis shoes—can’t slam jam or run as fast and will be left behind. 

*Car—you won’t be in the prestigious class of the elite! 

 

One of the best ways to truly motivate people, that is to offer them something 

better. 

 

Illus—The way you get a dog to let go of a bone is to throw a steak out in front of 

him. 

 

2. YOUR MOTIVES DETERMINE YOUR ACTIONS 
 

Illus-It’s like the drug addict that robs a convenience store. He’s not mad at the store 
owner. He wants the money. But it’s really not the money he wants. He just wants 
the money because he can take it and buy the drugs. He is compelled by those 
drugs. 
 
When we come under the influence of any greater power it will affect our motives. 
We will be persuaded to serve the greater power. When it’s God, it brings great 
benefit to our lives because He is a God of love. However, when it is evil, we set 
course toward destruction. 
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It is motive alone that gives character to the actions of men. -Jean De La Bruyere 

 

Illus--J.P. Morgan proved that you can motivate anybody if you find their "hot 

button." His sister could never get her son who was away at college to answer her 

letters. Morgan wrote a letter and said, "Enclosed please find $50," and purposely 

didn't enclose the money. He immediately received a letter back saying, "The 

money you said was enclosed in your letter wasn't." 

 

Can you remember the last time you washed a rental car? Probably not. People 

don't wash rental cars. The motivation of ownership is missing. The same principle 

is true in churches. Until people feel a degree of ownership, they're going to treat 

the church like they treat a rented car. (* "Small Group Ministry through the 

Sunday School," Josh Hunt, Innovative Church Growth Conference, 1994) 

 

Illus—Man whose wife had died of breast cancer who was an unusually frugal man. 

He gave a sum of money to another man one day when he heard his wife was 

battling breast cancer. His frugal heart had been opened by his own pain. His 

motives were touched with compassion and it loosed the hold of greed. 

 

Don’t underestimate the power of why you do what you do. It determines your 

course of action. Listen to the following quote by a famous football coach. 

 

Ability is what you're capable of doing. 

 Motivation determines what you do.  

Attitude determines how well you do it. --Lou Holtz 

 

ONLY GOD KNOWS ALL OUR TRUE MOTIVES 

People are always motivated for at least two reasons: The one they tell you about, 

and a secret one. -O. A. Battista 
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WRONG MOTIVES CAN ROB WHAT SEEMS A NOBLE ACT OF ITS NOBILITY. 

We would often be ashamed of our best actions if the world only knew the 

motives behind them.-Francois de La Rochefoucauld 

 

KEEPING YOUR MOTIVES PURE WILL BRING REWARD IN THE END 

He that does good for God's sake seeks neither praise nor reward, but he is sure of 

both in the end. -William Penn 

 

3. YOUR MOTIVES  DETERMINE YOUR FUTURE 
Luke 12: Luke 12: 50But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I 

straitened till it be accomplished! 

 

The above verse shows us that Jesus was driven by a motive to please His Father and 

fulfill His Father’s plan for his life. He persevered till he could say, IT IS FINISHED! 

 

THINK ABOUT THIS--If something does not mean a lot to you, you will give up on it 

easily. 

 

Pure motives will help us to persevere. 

 

We do not evangelize because we expect results.  

 

We evangelize because we are sent men. -Joseph D. Blinco 

 

In his book The Crisis in the University, Walter Moberly notes the failure of 

evangelicals to penetrate university campuses with the gospel. To the Christian 

community he writes, "If one-tenth of what you believe is true, you ought to be ten 

times as excited as you are." It's a rare soul who is interested in embracing a faith 



27 

 

that doesn't move the person trying to share it. (Teaching to Change Lives, Howard 

Hendricks, 1987, p. 156) 

 

Being properly motivated is essential to keep you moving in the right direction! 

Our motives in the here and now will determine where we will find ourselves in 20 

years.  

 

Why is always a big question? Why did God do this? Why did God do that? Why 

don’t we do this? Why don’t we do that?  

One of the most important “Why questions” is Why am I doing what I do?  

Always ask yourself “Why” you choose to do what you do. 

 

CONCLUSION: 
 
As we prepare to leave this place, consider these last works of Scripture: 

We can justify our every deed but God looks at our motives. 

(Proverbs 21:2)  

 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved.  (2 Timothy 2:15 NIV) 

 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 

men. (Colossians 3:23 NIV) 

 

Hebrews 4:12… and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13And 

there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the 

eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

 

2 Corinthians 5: 9Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be 

well pleasing to Him. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
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that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad. 

 

So, we have spent some time looking under the hood at the human engine called 

the heart. We have discovered that the motives of our hearts are very, very 

important. They answer the question of why we do what we do.  

 

They answer the question, What makes you tick? 

 

What are your motives—what makes you tick? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 REASONS TO AVOID BITTERNESS 

Dr. Eddie Lawrence 



29 

 

 

Alternate Titles: 

10 Pages from the Book of Bitterness 

The Sad State Called “Bitterness” 

10 Ugly Pictures of Bitterness 

The Contagious Disease of Bitterness 

 

Introduction: I once read where someone said “Bitterness is like drinking poison 

and waiting on the other person to die.” This certainly demonstrates the truth that 

the root of bitterness causes trouble and defiles lives.  Note what the Bible says: 

 

Hebrews 2:14-15,  “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one 

will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any 

root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled…” 

 Regardless of what you have gone through or how you have been mistreated, you 

do not need to harbor bitterness in your heart. It will eat away at your soul until 

you become hollow and empty of the presence and power of God in your life. It is 

like kudzu, give it a little time and it takes over everything else and chokes out the 

life of everything in its path.  

 

I am listing below, in simple form, 10 reasons why a person should avoid being 

bitter. I am sure you could add other reasons to this list.  

 

1.  IT CAUSES YOU TO ACT IN THE OPPOSITE SPIRIT OF CHRIST. 

Jesus said to bless those who curse you. Bitterness will not let you do this. It blasts 

people instead of blessing them. It goes on fighting refusing to start forgiving. You 

can’t be like Jesus and allow bitterness to rule your heart. 

 

2.  IT KEEPS OUT WHAT GOD WANTS TO COME IN 

When we are bitter we build walls around our emotions so we won’t get hurt 

again. Guess what? This fear based action will keep away many blessings God 

wants to bring in your life through people who will not hurt you. 
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3.  IT KEEPS IN WHAT GOD WANTS TO COME OUT 

The walls built by bitterness will not keep hurt away; it causes hurt to stay. The 

walls of protection keep the hurt walled up inside of you and this begins to eat 

away at your health. Most pastors have preached funerals of people who left here 

early because they could not let go of a wrong or hurt in their life. 

 

4. IT HURTS THE ONES YOU LOVE  

The people who love you will be held at a distance because of your bitterness. 

Harboring bitterness is selfish and destructive. How foolish for someone who has 

been hurt to allow that hurt to spread to those you would never want to hurt. But, 

unfortunately, bitterness is deceptive. It is a root that grows below the surface 

doing its suffocating work. Too often, hurt people…hurt people. 

 

5.  IT MAKES YOU BEHAVE LIKE THE THING YOU HATE 

By harboring bitterness, you become so focused on the person who hurt you that 

you began acting like them. Solomon said it, “as a man thinks in his heart, so is he.” 

It is sad when a person becomes guilty of treating people the way they were 

treated when they became bitter; Bitterness is a root and will produce its fruit. It 

will keep this cycle going until it is plucked out by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

the blood of Jesus through repentance. 

 

6.  IT DECEIVES YOU INTO BELIEVING THE GREAT LIE 

The lie is that you can be like God. Vengeance is mine I will repay are words that 

only God is to speak.  A bitter heart will deceive you into believing that you are 

justified in taking over God’s business. 

 

7.  IT IS A PARTNER WITH PRIDE AND STUBBORNESS 
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Bitterness focuses on how “I” have been hurt and how “I” should be able to seek 

retribution.  

 

8. IT IS COMPANION TO CRITICISM AND JUDGMENT 

Bitterness wants others to join its crusade to attack those who are in its crosshairs. 

We sow poisonous verbal seeds out of our bitter heart and become companion to 

the accuser of the brethren. Are you glad the Lord does not share with the world 

those times you were at your worst? 

 

9.  IT EXALTS LAW AND TURNS ITS BACK ON GRACE 

Bitterness comes when we say “no” to grace. That’s what the verse in Hebrews 

says. We fail to use the grace God gives us to deal with offense. This leaves us 

without excuse. When someone else is in the wrong the selfish heart cries out for 

the law to take its course. When it is us in the wrong we want mercy. Give to 

others what you want for yourself. 

 

10.  IT WILL KILL YOU!  

No explanation needed! Avoid BITTERNESS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FATHER’S FIVE VOICES? 
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By Eddie Lawrence 

(A Simple Outline) 

 

1. The Voice You Desire 

Genesis 2: 

 

 

2. The Voice You Discern 

Genesis 3: 

 

3. The Voice You Dread 

Genesis 3: 

 

Our fallen nature is such that when we mess up, we tend to run from the voice 

that we should be running to. Growing up we will often try to hide things from our 

Daddy to keep him from finding out. Why? We are afraid of the consequences. But 

when we learn to trust their heart and know they love us we begin to go to them. 

Which brings us to the next voice. 

  

4. The Voice You Depend On 

Genesis 3: 

 

Every child should be able to go to their Father for advice when they are in a jam 

and do not know what to do.  

 

5. The Voice You Delight In 

Genesis 3: 
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TREASURE BLINDNESS 

(This was inspired by an event in the news- June 2009) 

By Eddie Lawrence 

Alternate Titles: 

THE PRINCIPLE OF INTRINSIC VALUE 

AN OLD MATTRESS AND AN UNSEEN TREASURE 

ONE MAN’S TRASH IS ANOTHER MAN’S TREASURE 

PRICING THINGS FROM THE INSIDE OUT 

INTRODUCTION—I am going to read a quote made by a person in the news this 

past week and I want to you to think about what this person said,   

 

“People have to take everything in proportion and thank God for the good and the 

bad,” 

What do you think?  What would you say about the person who made such a 
statement? 

Let me give you the backdrop on this statement: 

The statement was made by a woman who planned a surprise for her elderly 
Mother that went haywire on her. Let me read you a quote from the news: 

“A generous daughter bought a new mattress to surprise her old mother, who'd 
been sleeping on a lumpy bed. Unfortunately, once the old mattress was hauled 
away and the new mattress securely in place, the mother revealed her life savings - 
worth $1 million - had been stuffed into the old one. 

With the help of workers from the trash company, the lady has been searching. 
She identified three potential mattresses, but none thus far have turned out to be 
the one. The mattress is in a landfill in which 2,500 tons of waste  are disposed of 
every day. 

For her part, Anat (the name of the woman) is displaying an admirable stoicism. 
“People have to take everything in proportion and thank God for the good and the 
bad,” she said.  
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Sources for above information: 

http://www.examiner.com/x-3912-Baltimore-Jewish-Examiner~y2009m6d10-

Million-dollar-mattress-in-Israel 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article6469706.ece 

 

This story is intriguing at the least and filled with lots of analogy. Because we too 

are often guilty of tossing people aside without realizing the valuable assets they 

carry on the inside of their lives.  In a sense they carry an unseen treasure. 

 

TRANSITION – The Old Testament story of the occasion when the Prophet Samuel  

went to the house of Jesse to anoint one of his sons that would become the new 

King over Israel. 

 

1 Samuel 16:  1 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since I 

have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I 

am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king."  

 2 But Samuel said, "How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me."  
      The LORD said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD.' 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to 
anoint for me the one I indicate."  

 4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 
town trembled when they met him. They asked, "Do you come in peace?"  

 5 Samuel replied, "Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate 
yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me." Then he consecrated Jesse and his 
sons and invited them to the sacrifice.  

 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed 
stands here before the LORD."  

 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 
have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."  

http://www.examiner.com/x-3912-Baltimore-Jewish-Examiner~y2009m6d10-Million-dollar-mattress-in-Israel
http://www.examiner.com/x-3912-Baltimore-Jewish-Examiner~y2009m6d10-Million-dollar-mattress-in-Israel
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article6469706.ece
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 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, 
"The LORD has not chosen this one either." 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 
Samuel said, "Nor has the LORD chosen this one." 10 Jesse had seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." 11 So 
he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?"  
      "There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep."  
      Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down [a] until he arrives."  

 12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and 
handsome features.  
      Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one."  

 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, 
and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel 
then went to Ramah. 

There are four observations I want to share with you about learning to see unseen 

treasure: 

 

1. DON’T BE FOOLED BY APPEARANCE (v7) 

 

-Samuel immediately assumed that Eliab was the one due to his size and stature.  

 

-Don’t put the current generation’s leaders in the mold of yesterday’s leaders. 

Eliab was tall like Saul. 

 

-David was not even invited because he was just the kid who was artsy. 

 

-Later David faced the same scenario when he was laughed at for wanting to take 

on Goliath. 

 

-Man looks on the outward appearance  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20samuel%2016&version=31#fen-NIV-7607a
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-Two dangerous things can happen by looking only at the outward appearance: 

 

1)You are so turned on by what you see, you never look any farther. 

 

Illus-Looking a car on a used car lot that is really fancy looking and being so 

swept away by what you see, you never ask about the engine, and later find out it 

is in desperate need of an overhaul. So you are left with a lot of repair work or a 

great looking lawn ornament. 

 

             Illus—When you marry for looks you may ended up living in the house of 

Saul. 

 

             2) You are so turned off that you never consider what might be in their  

heart. 

 

Between a person’s heart and what you see outwardly there are a number   

of barriers: 

 

A. Skin—This keeps many people from ever looking farther. It’s called 

racism. Cutting someone out of your herd because they have a different 

color skin. (W. C. Handy was just a little black boy hanging out around the 

docks by the Tennessee River who was not allowed to have a guitar to play 

in the church his Father pastored. BUT he became the Father of the Blues. 

 

B. Bones and Muscle—People’s size can cause other people to be blind to 

who they really are.  Various handicaps and impairments can cause us to 

overlook treasures sitting in our midst. 

 

C. Blood—DNA contains family line history. Sometimes your heritage can 
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blind people from really seeing who you are.  

 

-God looks at the heart: Down in the furnace of a person’s soul is where God sees 

who they are and what they carry.  

 

Illus – Back in the days when I was a football legend in my own mind and maybe 

the mind of my Mama, we had a young man on our team that was Huge. I 

remember on several occasions the Coach getting in his face and screaming, “As 

big as you are, you should put anyone or anything in front of you on the ground.” 

He had the outward stuff in place, but not the heart. On the other hand, we had a 

really small guy, very wiry but tough as a hickory nut. It was amazing the licks he 

could take and get up and keep going. He had heart!!! So did David! 

 

2. LEARN TO DISCERN THE LORD’S “YES” AND THE LORD’S “NO” (v8-10) 

 

-When we first are introduced to Samuel, we see him learning to discern the Lord’s 

voice. He even told Eli what would happen to his household. 

 

-Samuel’s ability to listen the Holy Spirit spared him and the whole of Israel the 

possibility of losing the man they would need to free the nation. 

 

3. REALIZE GOD CAN SEE WHAT YOU CAN’T (v11-12a) 

 

-You can trust that the Lord sees what you cannot see. We see the hogpen, He 

sees a prodigal that has the capacity to bring the party back home to His Father. 

 

-Some see an adulterous woman who loves giving herself to different men, Jesus 

sees a wounded woman looking for water that will bring lasting satisfaction to her 

soul. 
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-Some see a big mouth who becomes a coward in the moment of crisis, Jesus sees 

in Peter, the man he will use to birth the Church. 

 

-Some see a murderous man with political/religious aspirations, Jesus sees in Paul 

of Tarsus, man who will carry the Gospel to the Gentile world. 

 

-What do you really see when you look at people? A couple of months ago, I 

shared with you that the Lord spoke to me to begin to see people the way He does. 

He always looks at the them through the lens of redemption. 

 

4. GOD CAN USE YOU TO BRING OUT THE TREASURE IN OTHERS (v12b-13) 

 

-God used Samuel to call David out and up. David’s life was changed when Samuel 

poured the oil on David’s head. God uses others in our lives to position us for God’s 

purposes.  

 

-Thank God for the someone who sees us the way God does! 

 

CONCLUSION –  

 

-Outside the doors of this building, there is a trash dump so to speak. It is filled 

with treasure if we will only be sensitive to the Holy Spirit, I believe we will begin to 

see it! 

 

-When we realize the value of people as God sees them, we like the woman who 

discovered the value of her mother’s old lumpy mattress---we too, will be willing to 

wade out into the trash to find them. Isn’t that what Jesus did, when he left the 

glories of Heaven and came to this sin cursed Earth? 
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YOUR SPIRITUAL VOUCHER 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles: 

YOU HAVE AN ADVOCATE 

YOU ARE A CLIENT WITH THE JESUS LAW FIRM 

DOES JESUS VOUCH FOR YOU? 

HOW JESUS VOUCHES FOR YOU 

 

INTRODUCTION - A man wrote a letter to a small hotel in a Midwest town he 

planned to visit on his vacation. He wrote:"I would very much like to bring my dog 

with me. He is well-groomed and very well behaved. Would you be willing to 

permit me to keep him in my room with me at night?" An immediate reply came 

from the hotel owner, who said, "I've been operating this hotel for many years. In 

all that time, I've never had a dog steal towels, bedclothes, silverware or pictures 

off the walls. I've never had to evict a dog in the middle of the night for being 

drunk and disorderly. And I've never had a dog run out on a hotel bill. Yes, indeed, 

your dog is welcome at my hotel. And, if your dog will vouch for you, you're 

welcome to stay here, too." 

Aim: Rooted people in the truth that Jesus will vouch for them. 

Illus—Vouchers for a free breakfast, free night’s stay at hotel, etc.The Bible says we 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous. What an awesome 

truth. Jesus is our advocate, he vouches for us before the Father. 

 

1 John 2l  1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. 

And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 

but also for the whole world. 



40 

 

The online answer service called ChaCha says Advocate “means to speak or write in 
favor of; support or urge by argument; recommend publicly.” 
 
5 THINGS  AN ADVOCATE CAN DO: 

 

1. HE STANDS WITH YOU WHEN YOU ARE IN TROUBLE 

 

-Notice John says, “if anyone sins, we have an advocate.” 

 

-John wrote humbly by stating “we have an advocate.” He realized his own 

weakness and need for an advocate. 

 

-Thank God Jesus will come to us in our sin. 

 

-Jesus doesn’t just help you out when you are doing good. He helps you out, when 

you fall into the bad. 

 

-The Church must walk in his footsteps in this regard. Too often, the church sends 

out a message that we will accept a lost person who gets saved, but we turn our 

backs on a saved person who falls into sin. 

 

2. HE GIVES YOU A RECOMMENDATION WHEN YOU NEED IT 

 

Illus—Most of us have had to have a reference before. Someone who would 

recommend us for a new job, to receive a promotion, to testify to our character, 

etc. 

 

-Jesus puts a good word in for us before the Father. 

 

-Jesus prays for us as well. 
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-The word “propitiation” is rooted in the Old Testament picture involved the 

sprinkling the blood of sacrifice on the Mercy Seat. It means, Jesus is our Mercy 

Seat. The broken tablets of the Law were in the Ark of the Covenant and 

represented Man’s sin in breaking God’s Law. The Lid (Mercy Seat) was between 

the judgment of God against sin seen in the blood of the slain animal and the 

broken commandments. Jesus stands between us and the Judgment due our sin 

because we have broken the law of God.  

 

-He covers us.  

 

-He stands between for us. 

 

-He intercedes and speaks on our behalf. 

 

What a different world it would be, if we would take this kind of heart on for each 

other. 

 

3. HE PUTS HIS REPUTATION AT STAKE TO HELP YOURS 

 

This is a beautiful picture of Jesus for us to see. In Philippians 2, Paul wrote that 

Jesus made of himself no reputation. But what he did do, was to die to his 

reputation as the sinless Son of God, in order to raise us up with himself.  

 

-Are we willing to take a hit on our own reputation in order to reach down and pull 

someone else up? 

 

-Are we willing to extend love and grace to someone who has brought reproach 

upon themselves in order to restore their hope and speak on their behalf to see 

them restored? 
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-This is what Jesus does for us all the time! 

 

4. HE SEEKS MERCY FOR US WHEN WE DON’T DESERVE IT 

 

-The word “propitiation” is rooted in the Old Testament picture involved the 

sprinkling the blood of sacrifice on the Mercy Seat. It means, Jesus is our Mercy 

Seat. The broken tablets of the Law were in the Ark of the Covenant and 

represented Man’s sin in breaking God’s Law. The Lid (Mercy Seat) was between 

the judgment of God against sin seen in the blood of the slain animal and the 

broken commandments. Jesus stands between us and the Judgment due our sin 

because we have broken the law of God.  

 

-He covers us.  

-He stands between for us. 

-He intercedes and speaks on our behalf. 

 

5. HE DOES WHAT HE DOES BECAUSE OF WHO HE IS NOT WHO YOU ARE 

 

-A lawyer defending someone who is guilty still tries to help as much as he can 

because he believes he can make a difference for the guilty. 

-Jesus died not just for one but for the whole world. 
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WHAT TIMOTHY HAD THAT  

EVERYBODY NEEDS! 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles: 

Are You Accountable? 

Timothy Had Paul, Who Do You Have? 

Three Keys Related to Your Destiny 

The Island Life That’s Wrong for You 

 

1 Timothy 1:18 Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the 

prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the 

good fight, 19holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these 

and so have shipwrecked their faith.  

Let me personalize this and say that You need: 

 

1.  A Spiritually Mature Believer to Speak into Your Life 

 

 A. Timothy had a spiritual father in the ministry that cared about him. 

 B. Paul took the initiative to speak into Timothy’s life 

 C. This enabled Timothy to have someone to bounce things off  

 D. This enabled Timothy to be reminded of what he had been called  

              to do. 

 E.  All of us need someone who is walking the path ahead of us   

               whom we trust to speak into our lives. 

 

2.  An Accountable Relationship in Your Life 

 

              A. Timothy had to give account to Paul. We all need this. 

              B. This keeps us from living on an island to ourselves 



44 

 

              C. This enables us to live in the light and share our struggles 

              D. Paul knew Timothy was struggling and he encouraged him 

              E. Accountability partners are not to be policeman but physicians 

 

3.  A Word of Destiny Over Your Life 

 

               A. Paul clearly tells Timothy that the prophetic word released into his life 

was a weapon he could use to win his future battles. Remember how Abraham 

battled with the promise God made him concerning Isaac when he offered him on 

Mt. Moriah. Jesus endured the cross as he looked beyond it to what he knew 

would be birthed. All of us should remember the promises and words that God has 

given us that have shifted our lives and directed us. 

 

               B. There is a place of remembrance we all need to visit in tough times. 

That place where God once spoke to us and sealed some things in our hearts. 

These times become swords in our hands to win our battles. 

 

Conclusion—When you allow God and proven godly people to speak into your life, 

you assure yourself a definite edge for victory in your circumstances.  
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CRUMBS AREN’T SO BAD 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles: 

Determined to Defeat the Devil 

When Hearing Leads to Hoping 

Crummy Religion 

What To do When God’s Door is Closed 

 

INTRODUCTION – Sometimes we can have a self-pity party and think we are 

destined to live a life filled with hand-me-downs and leftovers. But living on 

leftovers might underrated.  

 

TRANSITION – There was an occasion in the bible where a woman realized all she 

needed to see a miracle in her life, were just the crumbs that most people would 

expect only a dog to want.   

TEXT – Mark 7:24 From there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 
And He entered a house and wanted no one to know it, but He could not be 
hidden. 25 For a woman whose young daughter had an unclean spirit heard about 
Him, and she came and fell at His feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, a Syro-
Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. 27 But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good 
to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”  
28 And she answered and said to Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the 
table eat from the children’s crumbs.”  
29 Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the demon has gone out of 
your daughter.”  
30 And when she had come to her house, she found the demon gone out, and her 
daughter lying on the bed. (NKJV) 

There are three statements I want to share with you about this powerful story: 
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The first statement is: 
1. HEARING CAN LEAD TO HOPING   

25 For a woman whose young daughter had an unclean spirit heard about Him, and 
she came and fell at His feet. 
 
-Notice she had heard about him 
-Someone had been a witness 
-Someone’s healing may hinge on your testimony or witness 
-Peter tells us to be able to share about the hope that is within us. In this way hope 
is activated in someone else. 
-When people start hoping they start looking and that is what this woman did.  
 

The second statement is: 
2. DESPERATION CAN LEAD TO DETERMINATION 

 
Faith is filled with determination. It bites in and holds on. This is what this Woman 
did. She held on to the hope that entered her heart the moment she heard about 
what Jesus could do. 
 
-Her determination got her to the house. 
-Her determination got her through the door. 
-Her determination got her to his table. 
-Her determination got her to his feet. 
-Her determination got her into his presence 

The third statement is: 
3.  HUMILITY CAN LEAD TO HEALING 
27 But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.”  
 
Jesus put her to the test. She was a Gentile wanting a blessing from a Jewish man. 
Instead of being offended by what Jesus said to her, she humbled herself and said, 
““Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the children’s 
crumbs.” 
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- Being offended can hinder your receiving what you need from God. Humbling 
yourself can position you for blessing. 

Some occasions in Scripture where a man’s pride was offended by what God 
told him to do: 

- Naaman the Leper. When he humbled himself, he got his healing.  
-The Thief on the Cross who started our railing and ended up repenting. 
-Paul on the Damascus Road had a change of heart that changed his life. 
  

-The Breakthrough came  
29 Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the demon has gone out of 
your daughter.”  
30 And when she had come to her house, she found the demon gone out, and her 
daughter lying on the bed. 

Conclusion—This woman heard, she determined to get to him, she by faith 
received from him. In a sense, her desperation fueled by hope and faith ran the 
Devil out of her home! 
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Funeral Message – THE PLACE OF NO MORE 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

1. The First Place of NO MORE is a  place of PAIN.  It is filled with sorrow and 

separation. 

 

Acts 20: 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with 

them all. 37 Then they all wept freely, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him, 38 

sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face 

no more. And they accompanied him to the ship. 

 

THE PAIN 

A. The place of human emotion  

 

B. The place of grief 

 

2. The Second Place of NO MORE is a place of PROMISE. 

Revelation 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 

people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4  And God will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 

There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

 

THE PROMISES 

 

A. No more death 

B. No more sorrow 

C. No more crying 

D. No more pain 
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THE INGREDIENTS OF A GRATEFUL HEART 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

SermonSeedbed.com 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

The View of Victory (What you choose to see shows what you choose to believe) 

Three Truths About Overcoming Vision 

The Dynamite of Gratitude (It will help you blast past adversity in blessing) 

Three Things Every Christian Needs to Have   

 

INTRODUCTION -- The way you keep your tank full is to always be thank—full. 

 

Paul shares with us in Philippians 4 insight into his heart and the attitude through 

which he view life. What we learn will help us all improve the way we live our own 

lives. First notice: 

 

1. AN  ABILITY TO SEE THE HAND OF GOD 

Phil 4: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all 

things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 

need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

*We must always realize that God is working on our behalf for His glory and our 

good. 

No complaining-- You will find that, as a rule, those who complain about the way the 

ball bounces are usually the ones who dropped it. 

* What’s loss or what’s left 

Scottish minister Alexander Whyte was known for his uplifting prayers in the 
pulpit. He always found something for which to be grateful. One Sunday morning 
the weather was so gloomy that one church member thought to himself, "Certainly 
the preacher won't think of anything for which to thank the Lord on a wretched 
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day like this." Much to his surprise, however, Whyte began by praying, "We thank 
Thee, O God, that it is not always like this."  Daily Bread, August 26, 1989. 

HUMOROUS BUT VERY RELEVANT ILLUSTRATION --In Budapest, a man goes to the 

rabbi and complains, "Life is unbearable. There are nine of us living in one room. 

What can I do?"   

The rabbi answers, "Take your goat into the room with you."  The man in 
incredulous, but the rabbi insists. "Do as I say and come back in a week."   

A week later the man comes back looking more distraught than before.  "We 
cannot stand it," he tells the rabbi. "The goat is filthy."   

The rabbi then tells him, "Go home and let the goat out. And come back in a 
week."   

A radiant man returns to the rabbi a week later, exclaiming, "Life is beautiful. We 
enjoy every minute of it now that there's no goat -- only the nine of us."   

Sometimes it is when things worsen that we are reminded of how good what we 

already have is! 

 

2. AN APPRECIATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD 

 

Phil. 4: 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 23 The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen. 

 

*All the blessings of God on our life flow from grace. 

Promise of His Presence—I will never leave you nor forsake. 

Promise of His Peace—Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace.. 

Promise of His Provision—My God will supply… 

Promise of His Protection—Nothing shall by any means.. 
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Promise of His Power—You shall receive power… 

 

3. AN ADORATION OF THE HEART OF GOD 

 

Phil 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 13 I can do all 

things through Christ 19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His 

riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. 23 The grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. F9 Amen. 

It is gratitude that prompted an old man to visit an old broken pier on the eastern 
seacoast of Florida. Every Friday night, until his death in 1973, he would return, 
walking slowly and slightly stooped with a large bucket of shrimp. The sea gulls 
would flock to this old man, and he would feed them from his bucket. Many years 
before, in October, 1942, Captain Eddie Rickenbacker was on a mission in a B-17 to 
deliver an important message to General Douglas MacArthur in New Guinea. But 
there was an unexpected detour which would hurl Captain Eddie into the most 
harrowing adventure of his life.  

Somewhere over the South Pacific the Flying Fortress became lost beyond the 
reach of radio. Fuel ran dangerously low, so the men ditched their plane in the 
ocean...For nearly a month Captain Eddie and his companions would fight the 
water, and the weather, and the scorching sun. They spent many sleepless nights 
recoiling as giant sharks rammed their rafts. The largest raft was nine by five. The 
biggest shark...ten feet long.   

But of all their enemies at sea, one proved most formidable: starvation. Eight days 
out, their rations were long gone or destroyed by the salt water. It would take a 
miracle to sustain them. And a miracle occurred. In Captain Eddie's own words, 
"Cherry," that was the B- 17 pilot, Captain William Cherry, "read the service that 
afternoon, and we finished with a prayer for deliverance and a hymn of praise. 
There was some talk, but it tapered off in the oppressive heat. With my hat pulled 
down over my eyes to keep out some of the glare, I dozed off."  

Now this is still Captain Rickenbacker talking..."Something landed on my head. I 
knew that it was a sea gull. I don't know how I knew, I just knew. Everyone else 

http://bible1.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/#F9
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knew too. No one said a word, but peering out from under my hat brim without 
moving my head, I could see the expression on their faces. They were staring at 
that gull. The gull meant food...if I could catch it."  

And the rest, as they say, is history. Captain Eddie caught the gull. Its flesh was 
eaten. Its intestines were used for bait to catch fish. The survivors were sustained 
and their hopes renewed because a lone sea gull, uncharacteristically hundreds of 
miles from land, offered itself as a sacrifice. You know that Captain Eddie made it.  

And now you also know...that he never forgot. Because every Friday evening, 
about sunset...on a lonely stretch along the eastern Florida seacoast...you could 
see an old man walking...white-haired, bushy-eyebrowed, slightly bent. His bucket 
filled with shrimp was to feed the gulls...to remember that one which, on a day 
long past, gave itself without a struggle...like manna in the wilderness.  Paul 
Aurandt, "The Old Man and the Gulls", Paul Harvey's The Rest of the Story, 1977, 
quoted in Heaven Bound Living, Knofel Stanton, Standard, 1989, p. 79-80.  

Conclusion -- A thousand life times would not be sufficient to thank God for giving 

His Son for us 
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THE DAMASCUS EXPERIENCE 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

SermonSeedbed.com 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

What About Your Damascus Experience? 

Three Chapters In A Life Changing Story 

The Road Where God Shows Up! 

A Road, A Room, A Rescue 

 

TEXT--Acts 9:1-25 

 

1. THE DAMASCUS ROAD 
Here Paul met Jesus in a radical life changing way. The persecutor became a 

preacher.  

Illus- Following is a wonderful testimony to the saving power of Jesus in which a 

man in jail was led to Jesus and a few years later became the pastor of the church 

that had reached out to him. Read the entire story here: 

 

Ex-inmate now pastor of church that helped him 

 

Thu, 11 Jun 2009 - 4:05 PM CST  

(Richard Schlotter became a Christian in 2001 as a 
result of efforts of volunteers who visited him during 
jail ministry outreach. In January, he became lead 
pastor of the volunteers’ church, First Pentecostal 
Assembly of God in Ottumwa, Iowa. 
 
Schlotter landed in Wapello County Jail on a drug manufacturing charge that 
carried a potential 10-year maximum sentence. The church’s ministry team visited 
him and made a gospel presentation. 
 
“I knew my life had to change,” Schlotter, 31, told Today's Pentecostal Evangel. “I 
couldn’t live like that anymore.” 
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Immediately afterwards, a guard handed Schlotter papers through the cell door. 
Kelly, Schlotter’s wife of five years, had filed for divorce. The inmate fell to his 
knees and cried out to God for salvation. In a few moments he arose, sensing 
Jesus’ love and strength. 
 
In his first weeks as a Christian, Schlotter read the Bible fervently and prayed that 
God would show Kelly his changed life. 
 
“I knew I didn’t deserve my wife because of all the bad choices I had made,” 
Schlotter says. His actions had included — while in a delusional drug-induced state 
— holding her and their two young sons hostage while threatening to kill them. 
 
After three months in prison, Schlotter received a letter from Kelly saying she 
wanted to visit and bring sons Richard and Wyatt with her. When she came, God 
began to restore the relationship. Soon, Schlotter, via a letter, led Kelly to salvation 
in Jesus. 
 
Meanwhile, volunteers from First Pentecostal AG bought the boys Christmas and 
birthday presents — and signed their father’s name. Schlotter eventually served a 
minimum term of 18 months. Upon release, he led his sons, Richard, now 12, and 
Wyatt, now 10, to salvation experiences. 
 
At the church, Schlotter started teaching a Sunday School class for those just out of 
jail that grew to 50 attendees. He took Global University courses and received 
credentials from the AG. He became youth pastor at the church two years ago. The 
church of nearly 300 elected him as lead pastor on January 28. 
 
Schlotter is excited that the Iowa Department of Corrections has asked to partner 
with the church to help resettle those who have been incarcerated. 
 
“The state is seeing the change in the lives of people who society has said are 
never going to change,” Schlotter says. “The Holy Spirit is freeing them from the 
life-controlling issues that made them behave the way they did.” 
 
Schlotter leads the church’s weekly “Once Lost Now Found” addiction recovery 
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program, which attracts an average of 100 people.  Click here to visit the First 
Pentecostal AG Web site.) 

-All believers have had a Damascus Road experience. It may not have been 

accompanied by all the supernatural events that surrounded Paul’s experience, but 

it required just as much suffering at Calvary to save you as it did anyone. 

 

-Have you met Jesus in a life changing way? 

 

2. THE DAMASCUS ROOM 
Here Paul was filled with the Spirit in a life changing way.  

 

-God sent a man name Ananias to visit Paul. The scales that had blinded his vision 

were removed and he was filled with the Holy Spirit. 

 

-Two things I want to point out here. 1)When we open our lives more fully to the 

Holy Spirit we experience greater revelation. The scales that have blinded us are 

removed. The Scripture comes alive and we see people in a different way. 

 

2) We gain a greater understanding of what we have been called to do and receive 

an empowerment to do it. (Acts 1:8) 

 

ILLUS—Great men of God down through the centuries have testimonies of how an 

encounter with the Holy Spirit marked them and empowered them. Read the 

following dramatic account by John Wesley of a Holy Spirit occasion in his life: 

“I Felt My Heart Strangely Warmed” 

In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one 
was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before 
nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through 
faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ 

http://www.fpagoi.org/
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alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my 
sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death. 

I began to pray with all my might for those who had in a more especial manner 
despitefully used me and persecuted me. I then testified openly to all there what I 
now first felt in my heart. But it was not long before the enemy suggested, “This 
cannot be faith; for where is thy joy?” Then was I taught that peace and victory 
over sin are essential to faith in the Captain of our salvation; but that, as to the 
transports of joy that usually attend the beginning of it, especially in those who 
have mourned deeply, God sometimes giveth, sometimes withholdeth, them 
according to the counsels of His own will. 

After my return home, I was much buffeted with temptations, but I cried out, and 
they fled away. They returned again and again. I as often lifted up my eyes, and He 
“sent me help from his holy place.” And herein I found the difference between this 
and my former state chiefly consisted. I was striving, yea, fighting with all my might 
under the law, as well as under grace. But then I was sometimes, if not often, 
conquered; now, I was always conqueror. 

Thursday, 25.—The moment I awakened, “Jesus, Master,” was in my heart and in 
my mouth; and I found all my strength lay in keeping my eye fixed upon Him and 
my soul waiting on Him continually. Being again at St. Paul’s in the afternoon, I 
could taste the good word of God in the anthem which began, “My song shall be 
always of the loving-kindness of the Lord: with my mouth will I ever be showing 
forth thy truth from one generation to another.” Yet the enemy injected a fear, “If 
thou dost believe, why is there not a more sensible change? I answered (yet not I), 
“That I know not. But, this I know, I have ‘now peace with God.’ And I sin not today, 
and Jesus my Master has forbidden me to take thought for the morrow.” 

Wednesday, June 7.—I determined, if God should permit, to retire for a short time 
into Germany. I had fully proposed, before I left Georgia, so to do if it should 
please God to bring me back to Europe. And I now clearly saw the time was come. 
My weak mind could not bear to be thus sawn asunder. And I hoped the 
conversing with those holy men who were themselves living witnesses of the full 
power of faith, and yet able to bear with those that are weak, would be a means, 
under God, of so establishing my soul that I might go on from faith to faith, and 
from “strength to strength.” 
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[The next three months Wesley spent in Germany visiting the Moravians.] 

-Have you had an encounter with the Holy Spirit where you sense more of you left 

and more of Him came?  

 

-Do you tend to thrash around in your own efforts and strength or is the power of 

the risen Christ through the Holy Spirit supplying you the strength and power to do 

what you do. More can happen in a moment through His power than a life time of 

our feeble fleshly efforts. 

 

3. THE DAMASCUS RESCUE 
Here Paul was delivered from danger by the providence of God working through 

the actions of men. 

 

-All of us will have times in our Christian journey where God intervenes and 

rescues us from dangerous situation. I call this the Damascus Rescue. Paul had to 

depend on others to help him out. This is the body working together to see God’s 

purposes fulfilled in someone’s life. 

 

ILLUS- (also could use ILLUS 1 in the package below) 

 

AP News Article 

Mon Jun 15, 5:39 pm ET 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. – A man found clinging to a buoy after falling from a cruise 

ship in coastal Florida has been rescued. 

The Coast Guard says 46-year-old Larry Miller told them he went overboard from 

the Carnival Inspiration early Monday morning while it was returning to the Port of 

Tampa. He was found a few hours later clinging to a buoy near the Sunshine 

Skyway Bridge in the St. Petersburg area. 
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He was brought to the hospital with minor injuries. 

Carnival says the man told authorities he slipped after climbing on a railing to get a 

better view of the pilot boat. The ship was returning from a four-day cruise. The 

case remains under investigation. 

Thank God for rescuers and the buoys that we cling to in times of danger. All of us 

at times keep the Angels busy keeping us safe. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Have you been on the Damascus road? 

Have you been to the Damascus room? 

It may be that you have met Jesus on the Damascus road but unlike Paul you have 
not yet met the power of the Holy Spirit in the Damascus room. 
 

Are you in need of a Damascus rescue? 

 

This was the pattern of the early church. They were saved. They were filled with 

the Holy Spirit in the upper room. They experienced supernatural deliverances 

from the opposition. 
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WHAT YOU DO NOW THAT COUNTS LATER 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

SermonSeedbed.com 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

 

The Agony of Delayed Rewards (focus on the pain of waiting but the reward that 

will ultimately come) 

God’s Record Keeping Business (focus on the aspect that you can trust God to keep 

good records of all you have done for Him, others may forget but He won’t) 

It Matters More Than You Think (Use this title to attack the discouragement that 

can come to a person who thinks no one notices or cares what they are doing) 

What You Do and Why You Do It! (Use the message to drive home the importance 

of the motives and intents of our hearts in all we do.) 

 

Introduction—  Ludwig van Beethoven is a household name today in any discussion 

of classical music. “ Few musicians have ever made their mark when they are deaf. 

However, one Austrian/German composer and piano virtuoso did just that after 

losing most of his hearing from tinnitus at the age of 20. Ludwig van Beethoven 

then used special hearing tubes and felt the vibrations of his piano to compose, 

which he did through a Classical, a Heroic and, finally, a Romantic period after 

tutoring under some of the other great composers in history, Mozart and Haydn. 

One of the most well-known composers in history, his accomplishments are 

dazzling and spell-binding when taken into consideration that he was never able to 

hear his own work.” (Source=toptenz.com) 

 

Text: Revelation 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: 

‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, 

“that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.” 
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This passage often used in Funeral messages also has a very encouraging message 

to believers who find themselves struggling in the here and now. This message is 

for those who may feel unappreciated, unseen, and unrewarded. It is true that the 

work of the Church is great and often the names and faces associated with that 

work are those whose names appear in the church bulletin, are seen on Christian 

television, or on the front of Christian books and magazines.  This is somewhat 

unavoidable but by no means is it an accurate portrayal of those whose names and 

faces have gained the attention of heaven.  

 

Transition: Let’s look at three  truths from three familiar verses that backup what 

we have read in Rev.14:3: 

 

1. We will Stand Before the Lord and Be Recognized for What we have done as  

Believers 

 

2 Corinthians 5: 9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be 

well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 

that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has 

done, whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we 

persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in 

your consciences. 

 

-Which do you desire? Human Recognition or Heaven’s Recognition? 

 

Notice the promises 

 

A. We must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ 

This is an appointment we will keep. 
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B.  We will stand accountable for what we have done in the body 

There is nothing we can hide. 

 

C.  Both the good and bad will be considered 

 

A soul searching appraisal will be carried out. 

 

Paul’s Stated Aim of Life 

“To be well pleasing to Him” 

 

2. The System of Judging Things will Differ From What Most of Us are Used to 

 

Mark 9:  33 Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked 

them, “What was it you disputed among yourselves on the road?” 34 But they kept 

silent, for on the road they had disputed among themselves who would be the 

greatest. 35 And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “If anyone 

desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” 

 

A.T. Robertson’s (Word Pictures of the Greek N.T.) Comments: 

9:33 {In the house} (\en tˆi oikiƒi\). Probably Peter's house in 

Capernaum which was the home of Jesus when in the city. {What 

were ye reasoning in the way?} (\Ti en tˆi hod“i 

dielogiszethe;\). Imperfect tense. They had been disputing (verse 

34), not about the coming death of the Master, but about the 

relative rank of each of them in the political kingdom which they 

were expecting him to establish. Jesus had suspected the truth 

about them and they had apparently kept it up in the house. See 

on ¯Mt 18:1 where the disciples are represented as bringing the 
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dispute to Jesus while here Jesus asks them about it. Probably 

they asked Jesus first and then he pushed the matter further and 

deeper to see if this had not been the occasion of the somewhat 

heated discussion on the way in. 

9:34 {But they held their peace} (\Hoi de esi“p“n\). Imperfect 

tense. Put thus to them, they felt ashamed that the Master had 

discovered their jealous rivalry. It was not a mere abstract 

query, as they put it to Jesus, but it was a canker in their 

hearts. 

Interestingly the above verses and Dr. Robertson’s comments show us that they do 

like we do make the following errors: 

 

A. We fail to look at life redemptively but selfishly. 

 

B. We make things about us instead of about Jesus 

 

C. We compare ourselves with others and not Christ 

 

D. We react with jealously instead of  appreciation and honor 

 

JESUS WAY OF SEEING THINGS IS DEFINITELY DIFFERENT THAN THE WAYS OF MAN. 

HE TAUGHT: 

 

-Those who desire to be first will be last. 

-The servant will be greater than the one served. 

-Intent will accompany actions in judgment (which leads to the third major point) 
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3. The Judgment Seat of Christ will Reveal our Motives 

1 Corinthians 3: 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise 

master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each 

one take heed how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than 

that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation 

with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become 

clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will 

test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it 

endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; 

but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 

 

The Lord who sees all and the very motives and intents of our hearts will evaluate 

what we have done with what we have been given. This is not to award our 

salvation because our salvation is a gift from God. It is, however, to reward us for 

what we have done as His servants in His Kingdom.  

 

The four following factors will be considered: 

 

A. What we have done-- Actions 

 

B. What we have thought--thoughts 

 

C. Why we did it-- Motives and Intentions 

 

D. The eternality of all the above – Have we been heavenly minded? 

We should live so we can present Jesus a beautiful fruit basket filled with the fruit 

of His Spirit that has grown in our lives. This is the seed he has planted in us.  
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Conclusion—we will all stand and give an account. With that in mind, what 

decisions do you need to make now? 
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ARE YOU STANDING IN THE WAY OF  

WHAT GOD WANTS TO DO? 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

SermonSeedbed.com 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

Are You An Obstacle? 

When the Obstacle is You 

A Place You Don’t Want to Stand—In God’s Way! 

A Collision with God 

 

Intro—None of us who dare step into the freeway to purposely stand in the way of 

a speeding eighteen wheel transfer truck, but sometimes we do try to stand in the 

way of God! 

 

Think with me a moment about some of the people in Scripture that tried to stand 

in the way of what God wanted to do: 

*Pharoah 

*Prophet Baalim 

*City of Jericho 

*Goliath 

*King Saul 

*Ahab & Jezebel 

*Sanballat and Tobiah (Nehemiah) 

*King Herod at the birth of Christ 

*Religious Leaders during the ministry of Christ 

*SATAN From the Garden till the end of the 1000 yr reign 

 

John 13:3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that 

He had come from God and was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid aside His 
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garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 5 After that, He poured water into a 

basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with 

which He was girded. 6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, 

are You washing my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing you 

do not understand now, but you will know after this." 8 Peter said to Him, "You shall 

never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part 

with Me." 9 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and 

my head!" 10 Jesus said to him, "He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but 

is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you." 11 For He knew who would 

betray Him; therefore He said, "You are not all clean." 

 

Matthew 16: 16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon 
Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father 
who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock 
I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed F78 in heaven." 20 Then He commanded His disciples that they 
should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. 

21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 22 Then Peter took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not 
happen to You!" 23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! 
You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but 
the things of men."  

24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever 
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will 
find it.  

LET ME SHARE WITH YOU THREE TIMES THAT WE STAND IN THE WAY OF WHAT 

GOD IS DOING: 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/#F78
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1. WHEN WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY HE IS DOING WHAT HE IS DOING 

 

John 13:6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are You 

washing my feet?" 7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing you do not 

understand now, but you will know after this." 8 Peter said to Him, "You shall never 

wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with 

Me." 

 

*We go through these times in order to receive the revelation we need to prepare 

for what is coming. Peter was not far away from being endued with enormous 

power and receiving a tremendous position among men—he needed to know that 

he must have a servant’s heart among his brothers. 

 

2. WHEN WE ARE MORE CONCERNED WITH THE THINGS OF MAN THAN THE THINGS 

OF GOD 

 

Matthew 16:22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far 

be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!" 23 But He turned and said to 

Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of 

the things of God, but the things of men." 

 

NOTICE TWO WRONG MOTIVES IN OUR THINKING RELATED WITH NOT MINDING 

THE THINGS OF GOD: 

 

*We don’t like what we hear—Peter didn’t like or agree with what Jesus said. 

 

*We want to help God out—Peter claimed he could fix it and change God’s plan. 
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3. WHEN WE DO NOT WANT TO TAKE UP OUR CROSS AND FOLLOW CHRIST 

 

Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after 

Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever 

desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 

 

-The order is that we are to come after not before Christ.  

 

-When we put ourselves or our agenda before him, then we get in the way of what 

He is doing.  

 

-Whether it is intentional or not it is unacceptable. 

 

-Ultimately we have to die to what we want in order to experience the blessing of 

living in what He wants. 

TWO MINUTE WARNINGS! 

 

-God can outstubborn you! 

 

-You cannot succeed by being an obstacle to God’s plans 

 

-Humble yourself and win! 

 

-As someone once said, “God’s will is what we would want if we had sense enough 

to know what to want!” 
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CONCLUSION—When we are faced with God’s way or our way, and we decide to 

go our own way, then we have just turned away from the very best thing possible 

for our own life. 
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THE TWO “REMEMBER ME’S” 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

SermonSeedbed.com 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

The Table and The Thief 

We Remember, He Remembers 

Two Things to Remember 

The Power of Remembrance 

 

-This is a great little message when you want to share something brief yet very 

personal and meaningful.  

 

-It also is a communion message. 

 

-It would be great as a devotional too. 

 

1. The Lord at the Table 

 

1 Corinthians 11: 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: 

that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat;[b] this is My body which 

is broken[c] for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also 

took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 

death till He comes. 

 

-This “remember me” is represented every time we have the Lord’s Supper 

together. It is our way of obeying Jesus’ instruction to remember what he has done 

for us through his death, burial and resurrection. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=53&chapter=11&version=50#fen-NKJV-28619b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=53&chapter=11&version=50#fen-NKJV-28619c


71 

 

 

Core Truth--We remember Jesus! 

 

We remember Jesus in His death! 

 

2. The Thief on the Cross 

 

Luke 23: 39 Then one of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If 

You are the Christ,[j] save Yourself and us.”  
40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing 

you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the 

due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said to 

Jesus, “Lord,[k] remember me when You come into Your kingdom.”  
43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in 

Paradise.” 

 

-This “remember me” is one that is very personal between a thief and a Savior. Yet, 

it represents to us Jesus heart toward all of us who come to him in repentance and 

faith. 

 

-Just as we remember the Lord through communion, we can rest assured that he 

too will remember what we have committed to him.   

 

Core Truth—Jesus remembers us! 

Jesus remembers us in our death! He told the theif, today you will be with me in 

paradise. 

CONCLUSION—Let us now celebrate communion together and remember who 
Jesus is and what he has done for us. And let us rest assured as well, that he 
remembers better than we and we can have great hope as Paul did,  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=49&chapter=23&version=50#fen-NKJV-25969j
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=49&chapter=23&version=50#fen-NKJV-25972k
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“2 Timothy 1:12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not 
ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.” 

We  must always remember the One who always remembers us! 
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(A fourth of July weekend Message) 

WHAT GOD CAN DO FOR AMERICA! 

By Eddie Lawrence 

 

Alternate Titles: 

America’s Hope 

God Still Can! 

Fireworks in the Prayer Room 

How God Can Change Our Nation 

INTRODUCTION – Most people, whether Republican, Democrat, or Independent, 

appreciated President Ronald Reagan’s wit and charm. He had a way of saying 

things that caused you to think. Once he made a statement concerning America 

and her relationship with God. Here’s what he said, 

“America was founded by people who believed that God was their rock of safety. I 

recognize we must be cautious in claiming that God is on our side, but I think it’s all 

right to keep asking if we’re on His side.” Ronald Reagan, the 40th President of the 

United States 

 

What President Reagan said is really something to think about. Think of the 

difference it makes when we choose to be on God’s side. The early church 

certainly experienced the benefits of being on God’s side. Let’s look at an occasion 

when the Apostles were commanded to preach no more about Jesus. 

Acts 4: 24And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one 
accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and all that in them is:  

 25Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine vain things?  

 26The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the 
Lord, and against his Christ.  
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 27For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together,  

 28For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.  

 29And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with 
all boldness they may speak thy word,  

 30By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done 
by the name of thy holy child Jesus.  

 31And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled 
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of 
God with boldness.  

TRANSITION— This exciting Scripture shows us what can happen when you decide 

to choose to serve the Lord. Today, I want you to think through this text with me 

and see what God does for his people in a time of peril. He will do the same for 

America today if we will pray to Him and serve Him as the early church did: 

 

WHAT GOD CAN DO: 

 

1.  HE ANSWERS THE PRAYERS OF HIS PEOPLE 

 

All the incredible things that happened in the above passage, happened because 

the people prayed. They went to God in prayer. 

As it has been said, “Much prayer, much power! Little prayer, little power!”  

Dutch Sheets taught in his book on Intercessory Prayer that there are things that 

God does for us, that would not be done, if we had not prayed.  

James wrote in the book of James, “We have not because we ask not.” 
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Whatever your theology, you cannot walk away from a reading of the Bible 

without admitting that there is a relationship between desperate faith-filled prayer 

and God’s intervention into the affairs of men and nations. 

 

2.  HE DOES WHAT HE WANTS TO DO (Sovereign Lord and Creator) 

 

The early church prayed knowing that their prayers did not violate God’s 

Sovereignty. He is still God and is not taking applications for His replacement. 

 

This is the tension between prayer and Sovereignty. We ask but God is not bound 

by our prayers. This is actually good news. Thank God because He sees what we 

don’t and knows what we don’t, that He will move in our best interest.  Why pray? 

Because God in His Sovereignty has chosen to partner with praying men and 

women in carrying out His plans and purposes. Our prayers do make a difference 

and our faith in God’s Sovereignty only increases our confidence that God’s will be 

done. I also believe that the absence of our prayers can create delays and detours. 

This again is the tension of human responsibility and Divine Sovereignty. God is 

Sovereign and Just! He can do what He wants because He is God. He never gets 

pinned in a corner by man. There was a time in our nation when our President saw 

this at work. President Lincoln in during the Civil War saw the Sovereign Hand of 

God at work. 

 

STORY-- The Civil War produced the death of more Americans -- almost half a 

million -- than any war before or since. With Americans dying on both sides, the 

War taxed everyone's ability to understand what God was doing here. This was no 

holy war against the pagan infidels; this was a war that turned brother against 

brother, father against son, and Christian against Christian. This was a God-

forsaken war if there ever was one, and yet Lincoln saw God using this war to set 

straight the course of history. 

"Both parties deprecated war," Lincoln proclaimed in his Second Inaugural 

Address, "but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive; and 
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the other would accept war rather than let it perish. And the war came....Neither 

party expected for the war, the magnitude, or the duration, which it has already 

attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with, or 

even before, the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, 

and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible, and pray 

to the same God; and each invokes His aid against the other....The prayers of both 

could not be answered; that of neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has 

His own purposes." 

 

"If we shall suppose that American Slavery is one of those offenses which, in the 

providence of God, must needs come, but which having continued through His 

appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and 

South, this terrible war, as the woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall 

we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the believers 

in a Living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope -- fervently do we pray -- 

that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away." 

 

"Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the bond-man's two 

hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of 

blood drawn with the lash, shall be paid with another drawn with the sword, as 

was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said 'the judgments of the 

Lord are true and righteous altogether.'" (Lincoln: Selected Speeches and Writings, 

Vintage Books • Random House, 1992). 

 

3.  HE  HONORS HIS WORD 

 

-The early church prayed the word of God that was relevant to their situation.  

-Believers should seize God’s promises relevant to our nation’s crisis situations as 

well. 
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Listen to the words of one of our former Presidents: 

 

Woodrow Wilson, 28th U.S. President “There are a good many problems before the 

American people today, and before me as President, but I expect to find the solution 

to those problems just in the proportion that I am in the study of the Word of God.” 

 

Dear friends, let’s hold to God’s Word regardless of what the media tells us. Our 

current circumstances do not make null and void the Word of God. This is the time 

to demonstrate the power of God’s promises to people. 

 

4.  HE RULES THE RULERS OF THE EARTH 

 

Psalm 33:12--Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom 

he hath chosen for his own inheritance. KJV 

 

Proverbs 21:1-- The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: 

he turneth it whithersoever he will. KJV 

 

1 Samuel 13:13  “You acted foolishly,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the 

command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he would have established 

your kingdom over Israel for all time.” 

 

Listen to America’s founding President who understand his need for God’s hand 

upon his life. 

 

Illus—“Direct my thought, words and work, wash away my sins in the immaculate 

Blood of the Lamb, and purge my  heart by Thy Holy Spirit….Daily frame me more 

and more into the likeness of Thy Son Jesus Christ.”  George Washington, 1st U.S. 

President 
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Other Presidents understood this as well. Listen to them: 

George Bush, 41st President “The Lord our God be with us, as HE was with our 

fathers; may He not leave us or forsake us; so that He may incline our hearts to Him, 

to walk in all His ways…that all peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God; 

there is no other.” 

 

Harry S. Truman, 33rd US. President “We can all pray. We all should pray. We 

should ask for courage, wisdom, for the quietness of soul which comes alone in them 

who place their lives in His hands.” 

 

5.  HE  CONFUSES THE PLANS OF THE ENEMY 

 

The early church prayed, “Behold their threats…” 

 

Illus—the cross was the ultimate upstaging of Satan’s plans 

 

Illus—In Israel He caused the enemy to turn on himself. 

 

-Gideon with clay pots and torches 

-David with a rock and sling 

 

Illus—Lord send the sound of a multitude of horses and chariots to drive away 

Israel’s enemies. 

 

God knows and will often reveal what the enemy is up to… 
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Illus—The Lord showed Elijah what the king was thinking in his chambers 

Illus—Daniel told Nebucanezzar what he dreamed. 

 

6.  HE PROVIDES PROTECTION FOR US 

 

Illus—2 kings 6:16 those for us more than those against us 

Our nation’s history is filled with remarkable stories of how the impossible became 

possible because of God’s intervention. 

 

7.  HE RESPONDS TO OBEDIENCE (enable us to speak your word  boldly)  

 

The early church knew their charge and mandate. To preach the good news of 

Jesus Christ. When told to stop, they prayed for the power to GO! 

The mandate still remains unchanged for the church. We must collectively come 

together and rise up take the nations the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

8.  HE CAN BIRTH REVIVAL OUT OF THE ENEMY’S ATTACK 

 

This persecution against the early church brought the church together in powerful 

prayer and precipitated another outpouring on the early church. 

Tertullian  of the early centuries said, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 

Church.” We all have heard of Jim Elliott and Nate Saint and their companions who 

were martyred in the 1950’s.  But through their suffering the Gospel spread among 

the  Auca Indians in South America. 

 

Similar stories could be repeated throughout the centuries and around the world. 
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Billy Graham speaking at the National Cathedral after the 911 attacks,  “We will 

look back and see this as a day of victory.” 

 

Illus—There was a youth revival and healing revival that followed WWII 

 

Illus—There were hundreds  of soldiers were saved in the Gulf War. There are 

some beautiful photos on the web of soldiers being baptized in make shift watery 

graves carved out in the sand. 

 

Through the power of the risen Christ, we too can continue the destruction of the 

works of the devil. If God be for us, who can be against us? 

 

… For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 

works of the devil. (1John 3:8) 

 

CONCLUSION— We as Americans need to humble ourselves and realize that it is 

not we can do, but what can do that can bring true revival to our nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOOD NEWS PEOPLE 

By Eddie Lawrence 
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Alternate Titles: 

Good News-Bad News 

Seeing the Good in Life 

God’s Good News Trumps Satan’s Bad News 

Life Giving Good News 

INTRODUCTION – (Read the following humorously) 

 

GOOD NEWS / BAD NEWS FOR A PASTOR (from a funnies website) 

Good News: The Women's Ministry voted to send you a get-well card.  

Bad News: The vote passed by 31-30. 

 

Good News: The Elder Board accepted your job description the way you wrote it. 

Bad News: They were so inspired by it, they also formed a search committee to find 

somebody capable of filling the position. 

Good News: Your women's softball team finally won a game. 

Bad News: They beat your men's softball team. 

 

Good News: The trustees finally voted to add more church parking.  

Bad News: They are going to blacktop the front lawn of your parsonage. 

Good News: Church attendance rose dramatically the last three weeks.  

Bad News: You were on vacation. 

Good News: Your deacons want to send you to the Holy Land. 

Bad News: They are stalling until the next war. 

Good News: Your biggest critic just left your church. 

Bad News: He has been appointed the Head Bishop of your denomination. 

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED THAT GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS TRAVEL TOGETHER?  

GOOD NEW-BAD NEWS. YOU WILL CHOOSE TO CLING TO ONE OR THE OTHER. BY 

AND LARGE THE WORLD CLINGS TO THE BAD NEWS. 
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STAT-- 69% of the headlines on newspapers are bad news. Think of it, basically 7 

out of every 10 news items are bad news. This is the American diet. 

 

Proverbs 25:25 -- As cold water to a weary soul, So is good news from a far country.  

 

Illus-Letters from a soldier to his family back home and vice versa. 

 

Luke 4:18 (NIV) "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me       to 

preach good news to the poor.   He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners  and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19  to 

proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  

TRANSITION—If Jesus came and was filled with the Spirit and anointed to declare 

“Good News” then we are to follow in his steps we should deliver “Good News.” 

God’s Good News will always trump the Devil’s Bad News. 

 

 

Too often, we find ourselves parroting what the world is saying and magnify bad 

news. 

-Some people think we are called to just preach the truth. BUT there is a certain 

way to do it. We are to speak the truth in love. 

-Too often we stop at the tomb and don’t lead people through the resurrection. ---

We stop with the Old Testament Law and do not move into the New Testament 

Gospel. Gospel means “Good News.” 

We are called to preach the whole truth. The whole truth has to always lead to the 

Good News. We are called to preach the Good News.  

 

Illus—Telling people “You are a sinner!”, but not telling people who can change 

them is not good news. That is just law. If we stop with the Law and never 

introduce them to the power of God’s transforming love, we have not been good 

news people! 
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There are three words that describe the front lines of battle when it comes to 

being Good News people. People need the good news because they are: 

 

1. HOLLOW (focusing on cleansing without any mention of filling) 

Bible--The man with a demon that is exorcized but left empty and seven demons 

return. His condition was worst than before because he did not fill his house with 

the right things. 

D.L. Moody said, “There is no man so empty as the man full of himself.”  

We need to be filled with the fruit of God’s Spirit 

Illus-- Fruit of Spirit (Use the fruit of the Spirit to identify if you are truly filled or 

just a hollowed out version of a Christian) 

-Loss of joy  

-loss of peace 

-loss of faith 

-Difficult to love, etc 

-not gentle 

-not kind 

-not self-controlled 

Religion gives people a plastic version of Christianity that dresses up the outside 

but is hollow and empty on the inside. Jesus is anointed to heal the broken hearted 

and fill the hungry and thirsty. 

SOLUTION-- God's Spirit and God's Presence 

Psalm 16:11 -- Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; 

at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

 

2. HOPELESS (focusing on judgment without any mention of mercy, loss without 

any mention of restoration) 
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“When you say a situation or a person is hopeless, you are slamming the door in 

the face of God.” Charles L. Allen 

Jeremiah 29:11—God’s plans for us are good and not evil. They are plans of a hope 

filled future. 

 

WHAT'S LOSS VS WHAT'S LEFT! 

The enemy will constantly tempt us: 

A. To focus on what we have lost instead of what we have left 

B. What we don’t have instead of what we do have 

C. To see what’s bad in people instead of what’s good 

 

ILLUS—In every circumstance we choose to wear one set of glasses or the other. 

We will see it through the enemy’s lies or through God’s promises. 

WE WILL SEE IT THROUGH THE CURSE OR THROUGH THE CROSS! We will choose to 

magnify the power of sin or the power of the Savior! 

THE MOLASSES MENTALITY-- 

Zig Ziglar tells the story of the little boy who would sneak away from his mother at 

the General store and dip his finger in the molasses and lick it off. The store 

manger got tired of it and one day, caught him in the act, took him by the legs and 

dipped him head first in the barrel and went and put him out on the front porch of 

the store. Instead of crying and whining, the little guy was heard praying, “Lord 

give me the tongue to equal this opportunity!” 

We ought to pray likewise when surrounded by difficult circumstances! 

 

Two Boxes 

I have in my hands two boxes 

Which God gave me to hold 

He said, “Put all your sorrows in the black, 

And all your joys in the gold.” 
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I heeded His words, and in the two boxes 

Both my joys and sorrows I store 

But though the gold became heavier each day 

The black was as light as before. 

With curiosity, I opened the black  

I wanted to find out why  

And I saw, in the base of the box, a hole  

Which my sorrows had fallen out by. 

I showed the hole to God, and mused aloud,  

“I wonder where my sorrows could be.” 

He smiled a gentle smile at me. 

“My child, they’re all here with me.” 

I asked, “God, why give me the boxes, 

Why the gold, and the black with the hole?”  

“My child, the gold is for you to count your blessings, 

the black is for you to let go.” 

 

3. HELPLESS  (focusing on weakness without any mention of power) 

This is the beauty of Luke 4:19—The Spirit of the Lord has anointed me…. 

People need to know that the Holy Spirit has been given to us as the gift of the 

Father to enable us to: 

A. have the grace we need to do God’s will,  

B. the fruit that will manifest Christ’s character  

C. the gifts to encourage God’s people  

D.the power to evangelize the world. 

WE ARE NOT HELPLESS WHEN THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST ANOINTS US! 

The last battle we see in Revelation is Satan and all His troops surrounding the city 

of God.  What happens? 
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Rev. 20:  9And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp 

of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of 

heaven, and devoured them. 

This is really a snapshot of the power of heaven that always stands behind us when 

we are empowered and doing God’s will. It is not by might nor power but by His 

Spirit. 

What we have to offer people that they cannot find anywhere else on the planet is 

a relationship with Jesus Christ. (John 10:10) It is a fulfilled life! 

CONCLUSION-- 

ARE YOU HOLLOW? You can be filled. 

ARE YOU HOPELESS? You can be sure of your future. 

ARE YOU HELPLESS? You can be empowered by Christ. 

AS YOU TAKE AN HONEST LOOK AT YOUR LIFE, ARE THERE PEOPLE YOU COME IN 

CONTACT WITH THAT YOU WALK AWAY FROM WITHOUT IMPARTING GOOD NEWS? 

ARE THEY HOLLOW, HOPELESS OR HELPLESS? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARE YOU EASILY OFFENDED? 

By Eddie Lawrence 
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Alternate Titles: 

Upended and Offended 

Dealing with Offense 

Why People are Offended 

Identifying Your Place of Offense 

INTRODUCTION -- Think of the word offended. It is OFF—ENDED. It is when we get 

knocked off our ends so to speak. An offense will be keep you from God’s best and 

deliver to the Satan’s worst.  

 

Listen to God’s Word about being off-ended: 

 

Mt 18:7 - Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to 

that man by whom the offense comes!  

Mt 24:10 - And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate 

one another.  

Ro 14:21 - It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which 

your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.  

Lu 17:2 - It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he 

were thrown into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones.  

 

Illus- On September 11, 1992, an unusual parking ticket was given on Piru Street in 

south-central Los Angeles. At 9:46 a.m. an officer wrote up the ticket for an 

illegally parked Cadillac. There was no question that the car was in violation. The 

driver did not object to the ticket. In fact, the driver didn't say a word. He couldn't. 

He was dead! The officer had taken time to observe the parking violation, write a 

ticket, then stick his hand through the open window (within inches of the body 

stiffly sitting upright behind the steering wheel) and place the $30 citation on the 

dashboard. He never noticed the man was dead. Paramedics said the man had 

been dead ten to twelve hours when the ticket was given. That officer shares a 

common trait with many Christians.  
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We walk through life citing others with petty violations while remaining oblivious 

to the fact that they are spiritually dead. We're offended or repulsed by the 

behavior of some non-Christians and rebuke them for not acting more Christ-like. 

The fact is, they don't have the power to change. They are "illegally parked" and 

can't do a thing about it without Christ. Christians can help by personally 

introducing them to the love and power of Jesus. 

 

* Houston Chronicle, Sept. 13, 1992, p. 10A 

TRANSITION--Why are some people so easily offended? 

1. EMOTIONAL WOUNDS THAT HAVE NOT HEALED 
 

Jesus came to heal wounded people and there are a lots of us! Without his healing 

in our lives, instead of leaping we limp. 

 

Hurt people hurt people. We have heard this many times. Also, hurt people are 

more easily hurt again. Wounds that are unhealed can suffer setback more quickly 

that new wounds. An aged wound is more likely to become infected. It is sore and 

tender to be touched. The least pressure and it cries out. We protect the sore 

spots. We set guards around them.  

So it is with a person who has unhealed emotional wounds. It does not take much 

to knock them off their end so to speak. They become toppled more easily. 

 

When a person has suffered a lot of abuse, they tend to start being suspicious 

toward anyone who moves with authority toward them. They become easily 

offended even by good intentions, why? Because of their past experiences.  

 

Is there someone you are struggling with right now, simply because they remind 

you of someone who has deeply hurt you? 

If so, you need the healing of your broken heart by Jesus to find that place of 

security and rest in him. Let him pour the oil of His Holy Spirit into your wounded 

place. 
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2. BITTERNESS OR UNFORGIVENESS IN THE HEART 
Live with constant reminder of someone else who hurt you so the notion of being 

wronged is always on the surface.  

-This is the chip on your shoulder person. They have already prepared their heart 

to be easily offended due to bitterness toward someone else.  

 

3. OPERATING OUT OF A WRONG SPIRIT 
James and John demonstrated this when they chided Jesus to call down fire upon 

the Samaritans. He told them they did not know what spirit they were operating 

out of. Their prejudice (prejudgment had prepared their heart to be offended by 

any Samaritan. 

-Carrying an offense for someone else. Second offense is harder to deal with. 

Often we will be offended for the sake of someone else. They may deal with it and 

forgive their offender. God gives them the grace to do it. But because you picked 

up the offense that was never meant for you, you find yourself struggling. 

 

4. UNGRATEFULNESS 
Servant who was forgiven much but would not forgive little 

-I have been amazed at the people who will become at the people who have 

blessed them if they feel they are not blessed sufficiently. 

Illustration—I once heard a minister share the a story similar to the following: 

Imagine that a person in your neighborhood came to your door and said, “Here is 

$100. I just want to bless you.”  “Why are you doing this/” you ask. Again you are 

told by the neighbor, “I just want to do something good for you.” You say “Thank 

you!” and the generous neighbor goes on their way. 

Then to your good fortune, the same neighbor returns each week and gives you 

another $100 and repeats their desire just to bless you. This awesome gesture 

continues for one year. But then one week, the neighbor does not show and you 

are disappointed you did not get the $100. The next week, you wait, but the 

neighbor does not come again. You begin to feel more discomfort about it. The 
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third week comes and goes and there is no $100. Then you become offended and 

bitter toward the neighbor. 

Yet the truth is, you have simply been incredibly blessed for one full year for no 

good you have done, but you choose to be offended toward someone because 

someone does not give you what you never deserved to start with.  

 

When we become ungrateful, we can become easily offended. 

 

5. PRIDE 
-Filled with too much self importance.  

-This is the “Movie Star” mentality that says, “How dare you not notice me?”  

Pride serves as a blockade to the grace of God we need to humble ourselves and 

forgive those who have hurt us. 

 

When we refuse to admit we are wrong, the only place we can stand is in the 

wrong!  

6. A REFUSAL TO DEAL WITH SIN 
Matthew 15: 10 After Jesus called the crowd to Him, He said to them, "Hear and 

understand. 11 "It R568 is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, 

but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man." 12 Then the disciples 

came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees were offended F346 when 

they heard this statement?" 

Some people are fffended by the truth. 

Illustration— (This is apparently a fabled story) 

A preacher in a logging camp decided to deal with the issue of one group cutting 

the ends off another groups logs and then placing their own brand on them.  

 

So he preached a sermon one Sunday, “Thou shalt not steal!” They voted it the 

best sermon he had ever preached. But still they continued cutting the ends off 

their each other’s logs. 
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The next Sunday he preached, “Thou shalt love your neighbor as yourself!”  They 

voted him the best preacher they ever had. But still they continued cutting the 

ends off each other’s logs. 

The next Sunday he preached “Thou shalt not cut the ends off thy neighbor’s logs. 

They ran him out of town! 

 

Some people are offended when the truth exposes their sin! 

 

Mt 11:6 - And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me." 

 

7. A SPIRIT OF REJECTION 
See someone on the other side of parking lot, you assume they are talking about 

you. Actually a spirit at work to set you up to be rejected. 

 

Illus—A pastor of a church noticed one of the regular members had been cool 

toward him. He searched his heart to think if he had said or done anything. He 

could not discern anything. When the opportunity came to learn what was 

happening, “She shared that he had walked down the church aisle before the 

service began and was speaking to different people, but did not speak to her. She 

was offended. The pastor did not have a clue because there were two hundred 

other people he had not spoken to either. He asked her forgiveness and shared 

that it was totally unintentional. He realized that there must have been an 

unhealed place of rejection in her heart. 

When any one has offended me, I try to raise my soul so high that the offense 

cannot reach it. —René Descartes 

I’ll not willingly offend,  

 Nor be easily offended;  

 What’s amiss I’ll strive to mend,  

 And endure what can’t be mended.  

 —Isaac Watts, “Good Resolutions” 
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CONCLUSION-- 

What should I do? 

1. Repent of the sin of harboring offense 
2. Renounce the bitterness in your soul 
3. Release the person who offended you 
4. Receive God’s grace to move on 
5. Resist Satan’s attempts to pull you back to the offense. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE RIGHT KIND OF LOVE 

by Eddie Lawrence 

Alternate Titles: 

PAUL’S SERMON IN A SENTENCE  
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THE RIGHT KIND OF LOVE 

THE WHOLE PONT OF PREACHING 

THE GOAL OF LIFE-LONG LEARNING 

PAUL’S PURPOSE STATEMENT FOR HIS PREACHING MINISTRY 

THE ONE THING WE BETTER GET RIGHT! 

(I have included the Scripture for this message from three different translations.) 

1 Timothy1:3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that 

you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, 4 nor give heed to fables 

and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which 

is in faith. 5 Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from 

a good conscience, and from sincere faith, 6 from which some, having strayed, 

have turned aside to idle talk, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding 

neither what they say nor the things which they affirm. (NKJV) 

1 Timothy 1:3 When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there in Ephesus and 

stop those whose teaching is contrary to the truth. 4 Don’t let them waste their 

time in endless discussion of myths and spiritual pedigrees. These things only lead 

to meaningless speculations, which don’t help people live a life of faith in God. 

 5 The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that 

comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith. 6 But some people 

have missed this whole point. They have turned away from these things and spend 

their time in meaningless discussions. 7 They want to be known as teachers of the 

law of Moses, but they don’t know what they are talking about, even though they 

speak so confidently. (NLT) 

1 Timothy 1: 3-4On my way to the province of Macedonia, I advised you to stay in 

Ephesus. Well, I haven't changed my mind. Stay right there on top of things so that 

the teaching stays on track. Apparently some people have been introducing 

fantasy stories and fanciful family trees that digress into silliness instead of pulling 

the people back into the center, deepening faith and obedience.  

 5-7The whole point of what we're urging is simply love—love uncontaminated by 

self-interest and counterfeit faith, a life open to God. Those who fail to keep to this 

point soon wander off into cul-de-sacs of gossip. They set themselves up as experts 



94 

 

on religious issues, but haven't the remotest idea of what they're holding forth 

with such imposing eloquence. (The Message) 

OUTLINE BASED ON ABOVE SCRIPTURE: 

1. Love that is from a pure heart. (Free of wrong motives) 

Self-interest is not the driving motivation 

Listing how it will benefit me is not the motivation 

Agreement with the person’s viewpoints is not the reason. 

A heart that is not filled with condemnation toward others 

A heart that is not proud that it is better 

 

2. Love that is from a pure conscience. (Free of unconfessed sin) 

A mind free from self-condemnation 

A mind free of true guilt 

A mind free of false guilt 

A mind that leans on the merits of Jesus 

A mind that knows its own propensity to sin but does not excuse itself 

A conscience cleansed by the blood of Jesus through repentance 

3. Love that is from a sincere faith. (Free of religious hypocrisy) 

 

A faith that is transparent and is not afraid to ask questions 

A faith that trusts Jesus and not itself 

A faith that weathers storms and becomes stronger 

A faith free of clichés and full of trust 

A faith that has a walk and not just a talk 

A faith that rests in a relationship and not on a religious system 

(note verses 6 and 7 above to see what Paul had in mind) 
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Toxic Anger 

by Eddie Lawrence 

Alternate Titles: 

The Poison called “Anger” 

Are You Angry? 
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Dealing with Anger 

Anger Management 

 

INTRODUCTION-- Little Ernie was having a problem with his homework.  

"Dad", he asked, What is the difference between "Anger" and "Exasperation"?  

"Well, son," said his father, "I'll give you a practical demonstration."  

His father picked up the phone and dialled a number.  

"Hello," said a voice at the other end. 

"Hello," said Ernie's father. "Is Melvin there?" 

"There is no one called Melvin here!" the voice replied. "Why don't you look up 

numbers before you dial them?" 

"You see?" said Ernie's father. "That man was not at all happy with our call. But 

watch this!" 

He then dialed the number again, and says, "Hello, is Melvin there?" 

"Now look here!" the voice said angrily. "I told you there is no Melvin here! You 

have got a lot of nerve calling again!" 

 

"Did you hear that? " Ernie's father asked. "That was 'Anger'. Now, I will show you 

what 'Exasperation' is!" 

He dialed once again. And on hearing the voice at the other end, Ernie's father 

said: "Hello! This is Melvin. Have there been any calls for me?" 

 

TEXT – Ephesians 4: 26Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your 
wrath:  27Neither give place to the devil.  

 

THE DEFINITION OF TOXIC – Acting or having the effect of a poison.  

ORIGIN--1655–65; < LL toxicus poisonous, adj. deriv. of L toxicum poison < Gk 

toxikón (orig. short for toxikòn phármakon lit., bow poison, i.e., poison used on 

arrows), equiv. to tóx(on) bow + -ikon, neut. of -ikos – (dictionary.com)  

THE DEFINITION OF ANGER –Anger, fury, indignation, rage imply deep and strong 

feelings aroused by injury, injustice, wrong, etc. Anger is the general term for a 

http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=-ic&db=luna
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sudden violent displeasure: a burst of anger. Indignation implies deep and justified 

anger: indignation at cruelty or against corruption.  

-Rage is vehement anger: rage at being frustrated.  

-Fury is rage so great that it resembles insanity: the fury of an outraged lover.  

TRANSITION—So when we talk about toxic anger, it is the picture of someone 

shooting an arrow dipped in poison into someone else’s life due to a wrong or 

perceived wrong committed. It is the display of displeasure toward someone that 

ranges in its degree of verbal intensity and/or violence. 

 

Let me ask you three questions to help you gauge whether or not your anger tends 

to be toxic: 

1. DO YOU CONTROL YOUR ANGER OR DOES YOUR ANGER CONTROL YOU? 

Paul says, “Don’t let the sun go down on your wrath.” Implied is that you can do 

something about your anger. You can manage it. You can control it and refuse to 

allow it to control you. 

2. DO YOU BECOME ANGRY AT OTHERS WHEN YOU ARE FRUSTRATED WITH 

YOURSELF?  

“Let not” also indicates that we can become very frustrated at ourselves when we 

allow anger to control us. It intensifies our anger when we let it control us. We are 

angry at someone else and then angry at ourselves for being a slave to our own 

heated emotions. 

3. ARE PEOPLE AROUND YOU AFRAID TO BE HONEST WITH YOU ABOUT HOW THEY 

FEEL?  

“Don’t give place to the Devil.” Uncontrolled and ungodly anger allows the devil to 

set up a base of operation in your life. The word “place” means a spot of ground. 

We give Satan a camping permit when we get angry and don’t properly deal with it 

and control it. 

This is when it gets toxic. It becomes a “nuclear” dumping site to create explosions 

in your life and hurt the people who surround you. 
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A REMEDY --The Remedy for Anger is to recognize it, repent of it, and ask God for 

His grace to bear the fruit of self-control. Learn to recognize when anger is 

becoming toxic.  

A REMINDER --Not all anger is sin. There are some things we can be good and mad 

about. But if we are not careful we can still cross the line into toxicity.  

ILLUS—We are right to be angry about abortion, but to become so angry we kill 

people who do it, is crossing the line. 

 

------FOLLOWING ARE A FEW ANGER QUOTES YOU CAN SPRINKLE INTO THIS 

MESSAGE: 

For every minute you are angry, you lose sixty seconds of happiness.  ~Author 

Unknown 

 

Anger is one letter short of danger.  ~Author Unknown 

People who fly into a rage always make a bad landing.  ~Will Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOD WHO USES FAILURES 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

Alternate Titles: 
Wanted: Failures! 
God Never Fails to Use Failures 
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Failing Your Way Forward 
Finding the Future Beyond Your Failure 

INTRODUCTION—Richard Dehaan of Radio Bible Class tells the story of a minister 
who was addressing a group of men, he took a large piece of paper and made a 
black dot in the center of it with a marking pen. Then he held the paper up before 
the group and asked them what they saw. One person quickly replied, “I see a 
black mark.” “Right,” the preacher replied. “What else do you see?” Complete 
silence prevailed. “Don’t you see anything other than the dot?” he asked. A chorus 
of noes came from the audience. “I’m really surprised,” the speaker commented. 
“You have completely overlooked the most important thing of all—the sheet of 
paper.” Then he made the application. He said that in life we are often distracted 
by small, dot-like disappointments or painful experiences, and we are prone to 
forget the innumerable blessings we receive from the hand of the Lord. But like 
the sheet of paper, the good things are far more important than the adversities 
that monopolize our attention.  

This reminds me of a bit of verse which, though I admit is somewhat trite, does 
express good practical advice. Someone has written: 
 “As you travel down life’s pathway,  
may this ever be your goal: 
 Keep your eye upon the doughnut,  
and not upon the hole!” (Richard W. Dehaan) 

TRANSITION-- It is far too easy to become sidetracked by the black marks we may 
see on someone’s life instead of the totality of their lives. It is clear that God has 
chosen to work through people who have stains on their lives. Listen to what the 
Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian church: 

TEXT-- 1 Corinthians 1: 25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 

the weakness of God is stronger than men.  26  For you see your calling, brethren, 

that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, [are] 

[called].  27  But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the 

wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things 

which are mighty;  28  and the base things of the world and the things which are 

despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the 

things that are,  29  that no flesh should glory in His presence. 
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THREE REASONS GOD USES PEOPLE WHO HAVE FAILED: 

1. IT SETTLES THE QUESTION OF WHO GETS THE GLORY. 

God gets all the glory in our salvation and He is determined to get all the glory in 

our service for Him. 

When one failure sees another failure who has overcome his failures he’s 

interested! 

Illus-- Gene Culver was a Southern Baptist Evangelist who went to be with Jesus 

back in the mid-90’s.  He was a former Hell’s Angel who had a powerful testimony. 

He told how 18 of his buddies died while he was in the gang. At each of their 

funerals, the rest of the gang would file by the grave. Gene told how, he would kick 

dirt in the grave and say to his departed buddy, “I’ll see you in Hell!” Gene was a 

rough dude who met Jesus one day and it radically changed him. It was amazing to 

watch him share his testimony and see lost people stream to the altars to give 

their lives to Christ.  A pastor in Mississippi had Gene in to do a revival. On the 

Tuesday night, he shared his testimony, the back pew was filled with bikers from a 

nearby motorcycle gang. The pastor admitted to being a little uneasy. When Gene 

gave the invitation, three of those bikers left their buddies sides and walked down 

the center aisle of the church to be saved. Gene demonstrated that God could use 

failures. Even a former Hell’s Angel! 

 

2. PEOPLE WHO HAVE FAILED HAVE LEARNED TO RELY ON GOD. 

Those who are most gifted and capable often end up failing because they don’t 

depend on Christ; while those who seem far less talented end up succeeding 

because they know the only way they can succeed is to let God do it. 

 

I want you to allow this to sink in. God does not want people to be attracted to us 

and look to us instead of Him. We are to guard against people depending on us 

instead of on the Lord. Men can and do often fall. If our allegaince and our trust 

and hope is in a man and he falls so does our hope. But if our hope is rooted soley 

in Christ and one of our leaders fall, then we are greived but we do not lose faith 

and become cynical and mistrusting. Christ will never fail you. 
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Illus--William Murray (O’hara) spent many of his younger years traveling with his 

mother to spread their atheistic views. His mother led a successful campaign to 

remove prayer and bible reading from public schools. Little William was in the 

middle of the famous law suit that banned praying and bible reading in our 

schools. Now years later and a life changing conversion experience, William is an 

evangelist spreading the good news of Jesus. 

His testimony and many more like him leave the world scratching their heads 

saying “The only explanation in God!” 

 

3. FAILURES ARE ALL GOD HAS TO CHOOSE FROM 

How many of you here this morning have failed? Looks like if God is going to use 

anyone in this room, He’s going to have to use a failure. 

Illus-- - There was a guy, a general, who lost two-thirds of all the battles he fought 

in the American Revolution. George Washington. He won the war.  

 -There was another guy who graduated 42nd out of a class of 43. Then he went 

out and conquered Europe. Napoleon.  

- There’s a guy who lost almost every election he ran for – 10 or 12 – until finally 

he was elected President. Abraham Lincoln. He lost more than he won.  

- Edison tried over 200 different elements before he figured out what was the right 

element to use in the light bulb. Over 200 failures before he had a success.  

- In 21 years, Babe Ruth hit 714 home runs but he struck out 1330 times. He struck 

out nearly twice as often as he hit a home run. He once said, "Never let the fear of 

striking out keep you from taking a swing."  

- A famous novelist in England, John Creasy, got 753 rejection slips from publishers 

before he published his first book. He went on to publish 564 books. Can you 

imagine the persistence of the man putting up with over 700 rejections before his 

first book got published and then went on in his lifetime to publish 500 more?  

- R.P. Macy failed seven times as an entrepreneur in retailing and then he started 

Macy’s department store. It’s always too soon to quit. The Bible says we need to 

stop making excuses, admit when it’s our fault and get on with life. I’ve discovered 
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that people who are very good at making excuses are rarely good at anything else. 

(sermoncentral illustrations) 

(Following is a section I shared with my congregation to demonstrate that every 

time God used me He proved He could use someone who has failed. You can make 

your own list or word of testimony to God’s grace in your life) 

When God called me He called someone who knew about failure. 

I had a terrible inferiority complex. 

I had made wrong choices as a teenager. 

I quit college on a scholarship. 

I spent a night in jail for playing dare devil. 

At one point my marriage almost failed because I had time for everybody and 

everything in my ministry but my family. 

I ended up in the hospital on my back because of stress because I was trying to do 

ministry in my own strength. 

 

Conclusion: Do you know when we really blow it? It is when we cease to follow 

Christ. You might attribute failure in a given area to such and such a reason; but, 

the real reason is that you did not have your eyes on Jesus. 

Give your failures to God this morning and see what He will do with them. He will 

cleanse you, mend you and then send you. As long as you try to turn your failure 

into something you will only reap more failure. Give it to God and He, as it were, 

can turn it to gold. God can use you! God can use you! God can use you! When you 

turn to Him and He fills you with you spirit then you have within you something 

you never had before. You have God’s grace through His spirit. Your desires 

change. Your motivations change. You change. 

Of the twelve disciples, only one of them ultimately failed and that was 

Judas; the one we probably would have picked as the most capable. 

Judas failed because he never fully trusted in Jesus to begin with. The 

Bible says he was a thief. He could have been used; but he never faced 

his failures by giving them to God. He hedged on God for his own 

agenda. The rest Jesus took and turn into an army of preachers that 
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turned the world upside down. He can use you. If you have failed; you 

are qualified. This is not to magnify your failure, but it is to magnify the 

God whose grace is so awesomely sufficient that he can make 

somebodies out of nobodies who tell everybody about Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 
By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

Alternate Titles: 
When You Can’t – God Still Can! 
What God Does for You That You Can’t Do Without! 
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Four Facets of God’s Influence on Your Life 
Learning the Keys to Spiritual Influence 

INTRODUCTION – Use the following News Article to form your introduction. 
(Associated Press)NEW YORK – A New York Police Department rookie just couldn't 
wait to get started. 

One of the NYPD's newest officers made his first arrest Thursday just minutes after 
graduating from the Police Academy in a ceremony at Madison Square Garden. 

Officer Dariel Firpo, 23, was leaving the midtown Manhattan ceremony when he 
saw a 79-year-old man being robbed of his wallet and thrown to the ground by a 
mugger, police said. 

The mugger tried to run away, but Firpo caught him without incident, they said. 

"Officer Firpo made us all proud," police Commissioner Raymond Kelly said. "He's 
off to a great start." 

The man Firpo arrested, Jeffrey Grant, was being charged with robbery. Grant, 47, 
has 48 previous arrests and was just released last week from Sing Sing Correctional 
Facility in Ossining, N.Y., after serving time for a robbery conviction, police said. 

Grant, of Manhattan, was in custody late Thursday and couldn't be contacted. The 
name of his attorney wasn't yet on record. 

The mugging victim was treated at a hospital for a broken wrist. 

Firpo's feat "may be the fastest police action upon graduation in department 
history," said chief police spokesman Paul Browne, who was at the graduation 
ceremony for the class of 250 new officers. 

Firpo, who graduated from Lehman College in January with a degree in political 
science, said he wants to focus on community affairs while working in the nation's 
biggest police department. 

"I'm really trying to stick in the community," he said. (Associated Press, 07-05-09) 
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The story above is interesting because young Firpo came off the platform after he 
had been authorized to serve as a policeman and put that authority to use. We too 
have been given authority, but are we using it? Listen to Jesus words: 

TRANSITION TO TEXT: 

Acts 1:4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to 

depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, 

“you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they 

had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 

seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 

Me[a] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  9 

Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and 

a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward 

heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, 11 who 

also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same 

Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you 

saw Him go into heaven.” (NKJV) 

Notice Jesus said, we have been given power and we “shall be” witnesses. Also, he 

named specific geographic cities and regions the apostles would witness to. 

I believe the Scripture teaches that God also has an assigned purpose for our lives. 

Pastors feel called to a specific church in a specific location and the church senses it 

too. Missionaries sense a call to a certain people or place to serve. I believe we all 

have a so called people and place in which we will have influence. Paul taught he 

had knowledge of his sphere (a geographic, cultural, or socially defined area) of 

ministry. Listen to this: 

2 Corinthians 10: 13 We, however, will not boast beyond measure, but within the 

limits of the sphere which God appointed us—a sphere which especially includes 

you. 14 For we are not overextending ourselves (as though our authority did not 

extend to you), for it was to you that we came with the gospel of Christ; 15 not 

boasting of things beyond measure, that is, in other men’s labors, but having hope, 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%201;&version=50;#fen-NKJV-26926a
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that as your faith is increased, we shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere, 16 

to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man’s 

sphere of accomplishment.  
17 But “he who glories, let him glory in the LORD.”[c] 18 For not he who commends 

himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends. 

TRANSITION TO MAIN POINTS: 

In the Old Testament the Ark of the Covenant was filled and surrounded with the 

presence of God. 

In the New Testament, JESUS OF NAZARETH came filled with the presence of God. 

After the Ascension of Jesus,  THE BODY OF CHRIST (The church) has been filled 

with the presence of God. 

That means that YOU now are a carrier of the Presence of God. With this in mind, 

let me share with you: 

Four Truths to Remember about your Christian Sphere of Influence: 

1. THE ANOINTING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN EXERT A SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 

Like Jesus, we should desire our lives to be surrounded by the presence of God. 

Illus--Peter’s Shadow 

The Bible says, there was an environment around Peter’s life so strong that people 

were healed when his shadow fell upon them. 

 

Illus—Touch Jesus Garment 

The Bible says, virtue went out of Jesus body when the woman with the issue of 

blood touched his garment. 

Story--A well-known professional golfer was playing in a tournament with 

President Gerald Ford, fellow pro Jack Nicklaus, and Billy Graham. After the round 

was over, one of the other pros on the tour asked, “Hey, what was it like playing 

with the President and Billy Graham?” The pro said with disgust, “I don’t need Billy 

Graham stuffing religion down my throat!” With that he headed for the practice 

tee. His friend followed, and after the golfer had pounded out his fury on a bucket 

of golf balls, he asked, “Was Billy a little rough on you out there?” The pro sighed 

and said with embarrassment, “No, he didn’t even mention religion.” 

Astonishingly, Billy Graham had said nothing about God, Jesus, or religion, yet the 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=54&chapter=10&version=50#fen-NKJV-28983c
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pro stomped away after the game accusing Billy of trying to ram religion down his 

throat. (R.C. Sproul, The Holiness of God) 

It was the presence of God around Billy’s life that caused discomfort and 

conviction in the frustrated golfer.  We too need God’s presence upon our lives. 

 

2. ANGELS CAN EXERT A SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 

The book of Hebrews tells us that angels are God’s ministering spirits sent to 

minister to us. All through the Bible, God used angels to minister to His people. 

Illus—Angel stirred the waters (Healing waters) 

The Bible says, the waters of the pool of Bethesda were stirred by an angel and the 

first person into the stirred waters was healed. 

"Millions of angels are at God's command and at our service,…The hosts of heaven 

stand at attention as we make our way from earth to glory, and Satan's BB guns are 

no match for God's heavy artillery." Billy Graham, Angels: God’s Secret Agents 

Illus-- John Paton was a missionary in the New Hebrides Islands. One night hostile 
natives surrounded the mission station, intent on burning out the Patons and 
killing them. Paton and his wife prayed during that terror-filled night that God 
would deliver them. When daylight came they were amazed to see their attackers 
leave.  

A year later, the chief of the tribe was converted to Christ. Remembering what had 
happened, Paton asked the chief what had kept him from burning down the house 
and killing them. The chief replied in surprise, “Who were all those men with you 
there?” Paton knew no men were present--but the chief said he was afraid to 
attack because he had seen hundreds of big men in shining garments with drawn 
swords circling the mission station. (Today in the Word, MBI, October, 1991, p. 18 
from bible.org)  

 

3.  SPOKEN WORDS CAN EXERT A SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 

Whether we are sharing the Gospel or a promise from Scripture the atmosphere is 

changed by the power of God’s word. 

 

Illus—Jesus calms the sea 
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The Bible says, Jesus spoke to an angry sea and the waves became peaceful. 

 

Illus—Whenever the Gospel is preached an influence is created on the human soul 

in the form of conviction that leads to conversion. 

STORY--Such was the appeal of John Wesley's message of repentance and faith 

that one hoodlum, sent by Anglican leaders to disrupt one of their meetings, found 

himself unable to follow through.  

Raising his hand to strike a blow to Wesley's head, he was compelled to bring it 

down with surprising delicacy, simply declaring: "What soft hair he has!" 

(anecdotage.com) 

Wesley’s preaching impacted the would be assailant and momentarily tamed his 

nature right on the spot. When God’s word is preached it has a powerful bearing 

upon the human soul. God’s Word is definitely a bullet in your gun against the 

powers of evil in the world.  

4. GOD’S MIRACULOUS POWER CAN EXERT A SPHERE OF INFLUENCE 

In reality every time a person gets saved it is a miracle from God. 

 

82 % of people polled say they believe in miracles from the power of God. 

(Princeton Religion Research Center) 

Story-An alcoholic became a believer, was asked how he could possibly believe all 
the nonsense in the Bible about miracles. "You don't believe that Jesus changed 
the water into wine do you"? "I sure do, because in our house Jesus changed the 
whiskey into furniture. (Ray Stedman) 

God’s miracles are not limited to salvations either, though those are the greatest.  

Illus—Jesus and Peter walked on water 

The Bible says, Jesus walked on the sea of Galilee and asked Peter to come to him 

and Peter also walked on water. 

Illus—Paul’s Sweat Aprons (Acts 19) 

The Bible says that God wrought unusual miracles through Paul including healing 

the sick when his sweat aprons (Handkerchiefs -KJV) were taken to sick people. 
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It is encouraging to know that when you are facing an impossibility that God can 

still do the impossible.  

Remember, When You Can’t—God Still Can! 

 

Just like the young police officer I shared about at the beginning of the message, 

we have all the Government of God standing behind us to back us up as we stand 

on His Word. This means if a miracle is needed to get done what needs to be done, 

God can still do it.  

 

He has power of all nature and all the universe, this includes your circumstances, 

your mountains, and your problems. 

CONCLUSION-- We have the Good News of what Jesus did that saves people and 
we have the presence of who Jesus is to help people! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATCH WHAT YOU SAY! 
By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

Alternate Titles: 
Word Power 101 
Don’t Speak Your Death Sentence 
The Power of Your Words 
Is Your Mouth Producing a Profit? 
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INTRODUCTION—The power of suggestion is not a new idea but still a very 
provocative idea. The British psychiatrist, J.A. Hadfield, gives a striking illustration 
of this fact in his booklet, The Psychology of Power. He writes,  
 
 “I asked three people,” he wrote, “to submit themselves to test the effect of 
mental suggestion on their strength, which was measured by gripping a 
dynamometer.” They were to grip the dynamometer with all their strength under 
three different sets of conditions. First he tested them under normal conditions. 
The average grip was 101 pounds. Then he tested them after he had hypnotized 
them and told them that they were very weak. Their average grip this time was 
only 29 pounds! In the third test Dr. Hadfield told them under hypnosis that they 
were very strong. The average grip jumped to 142 pounds.  
(May 1991 edition of Bits and Pieces) 

This experiment underscores the power of words spoken by human beings. 

The Bible clearly teaches us that the words we speak have influence in our own 
lives and the lives of other people. 

The disciples recognized the power of Jesus words and Jesus explained to them the 
nature of words. Listen to this passage in John 6 that takes place after Jesus had 
told them they would have to eat his flesh and drink his blood. This hard saying 
caused many of his followers to turn away.  

TEXT—John 6: 60 Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, “This is 
a hard saying; who can understand it?”  
61 When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to 
them, “Does this offend you? 62 What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend 
where He was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The 
words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there are some of you 
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who would betray Him. 65 And He said, “Therefore I have said to you 
that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.”  
66 From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. 67 
Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?”  
68 But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life. 69 Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”(NKJV) 
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1. THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF WORDS (Read verse 63) 

Jesus said the words he spoke were spirit.  

Illus—Interestingly, even in the natural words can only be heard when wind is 

sweeps across the vocal chords. The word “spirit” in the Hebrew (ruach) and in the 

Greek (pneuma) both carry the idea of wind or breath. Words are made of unseen 

substance but like the Spirit carry a lot of power.  

 

2. THE SPIRIT RELEASES LIFE GIVING WORDS (Read verse 63) 

Jesus said his words were life giving.  

 

The book of Proverbs says: 

Proverbs 18:    21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue,  

      And those who love it will eat its fruit. 

 

Think of the power of the words you speak: 

A. You can make someone’s day or break someone’s day. 

B. You can encourage or discourage someone. 

C. You can inspire someone to keep going. 

D. You can cause someone to give up. 

E. You can create smiles on faces or you can ignite someone’s anger. 

F. You can create funerals or resurrections through your conversations, 

 

3. THE FLESH PRODUCES PROFITLESS WORDS (Read verse 63) 

A. Your mouth can spend you into moral bankruptcy 

DO YOU SPEAK OUT OF AN ATTITUDE THAT SAYS I’M BLESSED OR I’M CURSED? 

B. Your mouth can spend you into physical bankruptcy 

DO YOU SPEAK OUT OF AN ATTITUDE THAT SAYS I’M ALWAYS SICK OR I’M GETTING 

BETTER? 

C. Your mouth can spend you into spiritual bankruptcy 

DO YOU SPEAK OUT OF HUMILITY OR PRIDE? 

4. BOTH SPIRIT WORDS AND FLESH WORDS CAN BE SOWN INTO THE LIVES OF 

OTHERS. (Read verse 63) 
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When we speak we make a deposit that increases a person’s worth or a withdrawal 

that detracts from their worth. 

 

When it comes to the life giving business, is your business profitable or profitless? 

Illus—There is a precious and very spiritual Christian woman whom God uses to 

teach His word to groups of people. Her lessons are also rich, deep, and powerful. 

However, for years she struggled and would not consider standing before a group 

of people to speak about anything. The reason for her struggle was rooted in an 

experience in her freshmen year of college. She took a speech class and was 

required to give a short presentation to the class. The day that she shared, the 

teacher humiliated her in front of the whole class telling her the pitch of her voice 

was terrible and that she had no speaking abilities. His words held her hostage for 

years until the power of God’s Words begin to break away the fear and insecurity. 

Other people can sow profitless words into our lives and bankrupt us.  

 

5. WORDS OF TRUTH ARE TO BE SPOKEN IN LOVE 

When we are called to speak a word of instruction or correction into someone with 

whom we have relationship, we should always do it in a constructive way and not a 

destructive way. 

In the story just mentioned about the young lady in the speech class, the teacher 

had an opportunity to help the young lady to improve by giving her some good 

solid encouraging advice, instead he chose to debilitate her and paralyze her from 

sharing in front of other people. Had he simply spoken what he viewed to be the 

truth in a loving life giving way, it could have saved her years of struggle. 
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THINK AGAIN 

by Mikki Lawrence, M.Ed., LPC 

(This excellent Bible study was prepared and taught by my wife, Mikki Lawrence. 

You can add your own life stories, etc.  It contains a very life-giving and 

encouraging message) 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

The Testing of Your Faith 

Truths to Remember in Your Crisis 

Unmovable Truths for Shaky Times 
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What to Think When You Don’t Know What to Think! 

 

Introduction—There are times in our life when we are faced with circumstances 

that cause our faith to be tested. Peter was told by Christ, “Satan desires to sift you 

as wheat, but I have prayed that your faith does not fail.” 

 

Luke 22:32 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when 

you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” 

 

Peter’s test was about his “faith.” 

 

These are some of life’s toughest times. Times when our faith is put to the test. 

Will we believe what we have thought we believed? These are times when our 

minds can become unsteady. Thought tempt us almost unbearably. In these times 

we need to pause, pray and think again. I have seven statements to share with you 

concerning getting through these times of testing. 

 

First, I want to say to you: 

 

1. When you think it doesn’t matter, it does. 

a. Negatively and positively, they matter. 

b. The choices we make really matter: friends, etc. 

c. Don’t ignore the nudging of the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. When you think it all depends on you, it doesn’t. 

a. God is bigger than your circumstances. Rest in Him. 

 

3. When you think no one cares, they do. 

a. It may not be the people whom you believed would care, but there are people 

who care. 

 

4. When you think you can’t go on, you can.  

a. Daniel in the lion’s den 
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b. Three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace 

 

5. When you think God has abandoned you, He hasn’t.  

a. This feeling led me to begin to deal with my lifelong fears about abandonment. 

b. Look for the themes in your life story. 

 

6. When you think you don't have the answers, God does. 

a. God will not waste the crisis in your life. He will use it to make you better, 

stronger, more  

loving, more compassionate, etc. 

 

7. When you think your life and the story it tells doesn’t matter, it does. 

a. We model how to live in our humanity - how to be real. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING THE YIELDED LIFE! 

By Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

Alternate Titles: 
IT’S TIME TO GIVE UP! 
WHO’S REALLY IN CHARGE? 
WHO HAS THE RIGHT OF WAY IN YOUR LIFE? 
REMEMBER THE “BILL OF SALE” ON YOUR SOUL 

INTRODUCTION--I want to say to all you believers concerning your Christian life--

Give Up! (Pause after you say this. Wait a few seconds before you continue) 

Now, I do not mean abandon your faith; but abandon your sin and surrender to the 

righteousness of God.   
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Give up--this is the giving up of our self righteousness. It is the surrender of what is 

wrong in us to receive what God wants to make right in us. 

Listen to God’s Word: 

Romans 6: 8  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  

9  knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no 

longer has dominion over Him.  10  For [the] [death] that He died, He died to sin 

once for all; but [the] [life] that He lives, He lives to God.  11  Likewise you also, 

reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its 

lusts.  13  And do not present your members [as] instruments of unrighteousness to 

sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members 

[as] instruments of righteousness to God. 

 

1. RECOGNIZE OWNERSHIP 

v10….. but [the] [life] that He lives, He lives to God. 

V13…. and your members [as] instruments of righteousness to God. 

When a person confesses Christ as Lord, they are laying their life at his feet. He is 

in charge, He is boss! 

 

The believer has yielded all ownership rights to God 

1Corinthians 6: 19  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Spirit [who] [is] in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?  20  

For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 

spirit, which are God's. 

Illus-Some years ago, there was a man and his wife who moved to another city to 

work. They listed their former house for sale in the rather large city they had 

moved away from. A contract was in the works  for the sale of the house, but no 

money had exchanged hands.  However, the listing real estate agent allowed the 

potential owners to start changing things in the couple’s house and moving their 

things in before the deal was sealed. The owners  became somewhat angry due to 
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the fact, that they were  still the owners of the home. The agent had no right to do 

what was done without permission from the owner.  They were able to eventually 

work things out, but it could have become a serious issue that came about simply 

because the “rights of ownership” had been ignored. 

We often are guilty of ignoring the fact, that we belong to God. Our body is his 

property. He is to have total say and access to what we do with our lives. When we 

refuse and intrude upon His claim on our lives, then we create problems for us and 

others. 

-There comes a time in every believers life when they have to die to self, and 

recognize they belong to God. The alternative is struggle! 

Romans 6:11  Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but 

alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

2. RELINQUISH OCCUPANCY 

Romans 6:13  And do not present your members [as] instruments of 

unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, 

and your members [as] instruments of righteousness to God. 

The word “present” is translated “Yield” in the KJV. It means to give way to 

another.  

Luke 12: 23  Then He said to [them] all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let 

him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 

The beloved E.V. Hill speaking at a Promise Keepers Conference for Clergy in 

Atlanta, Georgia back in the 90’s, said, “God did not call us to wear the cross but to 

bear the cross.” 

 

This is the “giving up” part. We are bought with the blood of Jesus and must 

abandon our own agendas and follow God’s plan for us.   

 

Here’s two quick practical tips: 
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A. Serve an eviction notice to your flesh. Send it back to the “grave” of death to 

self. In the Psalms, David would sometimes speak to himself. “Why are you cast 

down O my soul, hope in God!” Put your flesh on notice. “I have set my will to 

serve God!” 

B. Literally write out a bill of sales or transfer of ownership where you sign your life 

over to God. This symbolic act may help you to get everything aligned within your 

soul. 

Illus-In the aforementioned story, if the people who were the potential buyers 

would have moved in and decided not to pay and decided not to move. They 

would have been illegally occupying the house. 

We break the law of God when we allow self to occupy the throne room of our 

heart. This is territory bought and covered by the blood of Jesus. We Belong to 

God. We are not our own anymore. 

Give up--this is the giving up of our self righteousness. It is the surrender of what is 

wrong in us to receive what God wants to make right in us. 

3. RESPOND OBEDIENTLY 

Romans 6:12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should 

obey it in its lusts.  13  And do not present your members [as] instruments of 

unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the 

dead, and your members [as] instruments of righteousness to God. 

Illus-Yield yourselves to God. A Yield sign on the highway means that you must 

allow others to have the right of way--they have the right to be first. To demand 

your way can often lead to terrible accidents in which other people get hurt as 

well. 

Hebrews 12:1  Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares [us], 

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  2  looking unto Jesus, 

the author and finisher of [our] faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 
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Illus--A pilot was having trouble bringing his plane down to land. From the control 

tower he was giving instructions. “But there is a pole there,” he objected. The 

answer came back, “You take care of the instructions; we will take care of the 

obstructions.” 

Folks, if we will obey His instructions He will take care of all the obstructions. Give 

up everything to Him and He will take care of you. 

 

Conclusion-As believers we must give up the idea that we own our lives. We must 

not allow self to rule. God has a very low opinion of self-rule better known as self-

righteousness. 

It comes down to a matter of trust. Can we trust God to rule our lives? Do we really 

think that we know better than Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Live A Profitable Life 

by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min. 

(Part 1) 

(NOTE: This message is given in two parts. It could easily be a three or four part 

series if you desire to make it so.) 

Alternate Titles: 

How to Avoid Bankrupting Your Life 

The Right Kind of Love 

The Profitable Kind of Love 

The Secret Ingredient of a Profitable Life 

The Qualities of a Profitable Life 
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INTRODUCTION— 

I ran across an interesting list of rules. They are supposedly John D. Rockefeller’s  

3 Rules for Getting Rich. They are: 

1. Go to work early.  

2. Stay at work late.  

3. Find oil. 

TRANSITION -- In Christian terms, this would sound something like:  
“Do what you can do as long as you can do it and pray for a miracle!” 

Thank God for miracles and breakthroughs, but there is a section of Scripture in 
the Bible that gives us the ingredient that will help us experience a profitable life. 

Today I want us to look at a very familiar passage of Scripture penned by the 
Apostle Paul in which he gives us this ingredient. It is not about silver or gold. 
Instead it is about something much more valuable and profitable. It is about love. 
The God kind of love. 

TEXT--I am purposely choosing to use THE MESSAGE Bible for this lesson. We often 

are so used to hearing the reading of our customary translation that we do not 

hear at all. 

1 Corinthians 13:1ff (THE MESSAGE) 

If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don't love, I'm nothing but 

the creaking of a rusty gate. If I speak God's Word with power, revealing all his 

mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a 

mountain, "Jump," and it jumps, but I don't love, I'm nothing. If I give everything I 

own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don't love, 

I've gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I'm 

bankrupt without love. 

Did you hear that? “I’m bankrupt without love.” 

 

The Word of God teaches us that a life lived without love will not be a profitable 



121 

 

life. Of course this does not mean a wicked man cannot make money, it does mean 

he cannot have a profitable life. The things that eternally matter and that are really 

necessary for true fulfillment can’t be found in a cash register drawer or a bank 

vault. They are found in the human heart. This is where God does his greatest 

work. 

It takes love (God’s love) as defined here to live a truly profitable life.  

 

The word “love” here is the Greek word “agape.” It is the God kind of love. It is 

committed, steadfast, and selfless. It has the welfare of others in the bullseye. 

Let us proceed through this list with its call to allow the very nature of our God 

(who is Love) to resonate and pour forth from our own lives. 

Each of the following points about GOD'S LOVE (V 4-7) to which we are called is the 

actual rendering given through the THE MESSAGE Bible. 

Think of the following list as the information that will keep you from going 

bankrupt in life. Also see them as the qualities of a life that is truly profitable. 

We will work half way through the list in this message and will tackle the other half 

in part 2 of this message. 

THE QUALITES OF A PROFITABLE LIFE: 

 

1.  Love never gives up. 

There are no bookends on love. 

Winston Churchhill once said, “God made a bulldog the way He did so that it could 

hang on and still breathe.”   

Agape love (God’s love working in us) empowers us to hang on and love in the 

middle of the storm. 

Illus—Think of Jesus on the cross. He literally hung there while loving us. More 

than likely, we have all seen the poster that depicts Jesus hanging on a cross. 

Underneath are the words, -- I asked Jesus how much he loved me. He spread out 

his arms and said, “This much!” 
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God’s love is sacrificial. It takes the blows but never bows out. It is tenacious, 

tough, and true. 

2.  Love cares more for others than for self. 

Personal agendas, manipulating people, and selfish interests are all a violation of 

this kind of love. 

Illus—Again think of Jesus work on the cross. Who was he there for? The Scripture 

is clear that he could have summons a heavenly rescue, but he did not. 

There is an older Gospel song that says, “When he was on the cross, I was on his 

mind.” 

Question—When is the last time you sacrificed out of love to provide or give 

something to someone that was totally out of love for them and totally at your 

expense?  

 

What Jesus did for us, he did while we were yet his enemies. (Romans 5:8) 

True News Story –  

Pfc. Ross A. McGinnis, who died in Iraq saving four other men, receives a 
posthumous Medal of Honor. 

By James Hohmann, Los Angeles Times Staff Writer  
June 03, 2008  

WASHINGTON — If there's an opportunity to escape the deadly blast of a grenade, 
the Army trains soldiers to take it.  
 
When an Iraqi insurgent threw a grenade inside the Humvee where Pfc. Ross A. 
McGinnis manned the machine gun, he had time to jump from the turret and save 
himself. 

But he didn't. In a matter of seconds, with four comrades stuck inside, McGinnis 
yelled "grenade" into his microphone, dropped down the turret and used his back 
to smother the explosive. 
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On Monday, during a solemn White House ceremony, President Bush presented 
McGinnis' parents, Tom and Romayne, with a posthumous Medal of Honor for 
their son, who absorbed the grenade's impact and saved the lives of the other 
men….. http://articles.latimes.com/2008/jun/03/nation/na-medal3 

Though not as costly, there are times when we throw ourselves in harm’s way for 

the sake of others. This is the nature of the God-kind of love. 

3.  Love doesn't want what it doesn't have. 

Greed, envy, jealousy and spite cannot court this kind of love. It celebrates 

victories with those who win and it cries with those who lose. It does not want 

what others have at their expense. 

4. Love doesn't strut, 

Illus--Pride still goes before destruction. You can be strutting like a peacock one 

day and become a feather duster the next. 

5. Doesn't have a swelled head, 

Self importance, false humility, and feelings of superiority have no part with this 

kind of love.  

Illus— Some years back Mac Davis that tells the story of a man with a swelled 

head.  Here are the words of the chorus. I cleaned one of the words up just a little. 

 

Oh Lord it's hard to be humble 

when you're perfect in every way. 

I can't wait to look in the mirror 

 

'cos I get better looking each day 

to know me is to love me 

 

I must be a heck of a man.  (my revision) 

O Lord it's hard to be humble 

but I'm doing the best that I can. 
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6. Doesn't force itself on others, 

Being pushy, demanding, controlling and intrusive are not part of this kind of love. 

 

How do we force ourselves on others? 

-When we offer our unsolicited opinions. Let’s not develop the kind of reputation 

that when people see us coming they say, “There comes 1-800-LISTEN TO MY 

OPINION.” 

-When we control and manipulate someone to get what we want, we are forcing 

our agenda upon them. 

-When we use fear and intimidation to control other’s behavior or responses, we 

are forcing ourselves upon them. 

Rape occurs when a person forces himself upon another. It is taking what you want 

without the permission of another. It is the opposite of love. It is always the enemy 

who comes to kill, steal, and destroy. 

 

7. Isn't always "me first," 

Illus-- I remember the guy who said, "I'm sorry, I've been talking about myself  this 

whole time. Why don't you talk now and tell me what you think about me?" 

Jesus said, “The last shall be first!” It takes the God-kind of love to live in such a 

way. 

The “me first” mentality is very subtle. We really have to examine our motives to 

catch this one at work inside us. We have to honestly ask ourselves, “Why am I 

really doing this? Is it really about me or about them?” 

8. Doesn't fly off the handle, 

A hot temper, fits of anger, tantrums, pouting, stomping and shouting do not have 

a part of this kind of love. 

A hammer and an ax when it flies off the handle cannot fulfill the purpose for which 

it was made, neither can we! 

Illus—A graphic illustration of what happens when love disappears and anger and 

rage take its place can be seen in America’s prisons. Many people will spend the 
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remainder of their lives behind bars because they flew off the handle and in their 

rage did unspeakable things. 

 

The truth is, we can become prisoners to anger in different ways as well. We must 

allow God’s love to do its work in our hearts so we be liberated from wrong kinds 

of anger. 

CONCLUSION—We will address the remainder of these qualities in the next 

message, but tell me, how did you do on these? Is the Spirit of God dealing with 

you about some areas of lovelessness in your heart? We all know God is after our 

whole heart. He desires to shed His love abroad into our whole being. Why don’t 

you allow Him to do that right now.  

 

In your heart as you confess and repent of failing the love test in any of these 

areas, by faith receive His grace. Allow the cleansing that comes to you through 

Christ and His Spirit to make you clean…….. 

 

 

 

 

How to Live A Profitable Life 

by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min. 

(Part 2) 

Alternate Titles: 

How to Avoid Bankrupting Your Life 

The Right Kind of Love 

The Profitable Kind of Love 

The Secret Ingredient of a Profitable Life 

The Qualities of a Profitable Life 

INTRODUCTION— 
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TRANSITION: In part one of this message, we began looking through the qualities of 

love which are also the qualities of a life that is profitable. Why? Because Paul said, 

without it, we are bankrupt. We do not profit from a life lived without love. 

So we will continue now with the last half of the list of 16 qualities of love that 

enable us to live a profitable life: 

THE QUALITES OF A PROFITABLE LIFE: (continued) 

9. Doesn't keep score of the sins of others, 

Grudges, bitterness, resentment, and passing judgment on others does not partner 

with this kind of love. 

Jesus told Peter that we are to forgive seventy times seventy. Wow, that takes a 

love that has to come from heaven. 

I ran across the following list that was written by a Pastor named Mark Minor. He 

gives a list of your options when you are dealing with bitterness and unforgiveness. 

Listen to these options: 

 

Forgiveness is a choice. It is one of our possible answers on the multiple choice 

checklist. The multiple choices looks something like this. (Circle the appropriate 

answer)  

 

A. Hate those who have offended you 

B. Get even (usually a little more than even) with those who have offended you. 

C. Anesthetize the open, bleeding wound of ‘offense’— often with the help of Jack 

Daniels, cocaine, Prosac, or your choice of other ‘anesthesia‘ (in psychology we call 

this ‘self-medication’).  

D. Ignore the offense… usually turning the anger inward to depression or some other 

psychosis or disorder 

E. Blame YOURSELF (I deserved this) or God (this evil done to me must have been His 

will) and descend into the bottomless ‘hell’ of self-pity 

F. Forgive the offense so that YOU can get well, healed, and go on with your life. 

http://matteroffactsite.blogspot.com/2009/05/how-can-i-forgive-someone-that-

doesnt.html 
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Pastor Minor ends the list with the best choice that we all can make—Forgive. 

God’s love will help us to do this. 

Quote – Someone said that bitterness is “like drinking poison to try to kill 

somebody else.” 

I doubt there is anything that can sooner stop the flow of love in a person’s life 

than bitterness and unforgiveness. The Bible teaches us that it even keeps us from 

experiencing God’s forgiveness. (Matthew 18:21-35) Unforgiveness opens our own 

soul to torment! 

Dear friend if you are struggling with unforgiveness, then the first step is to ask 

God to forgive you and cleanse your heart of bitterness, then receive His grace to 

forgive your offenders. Listen to 1 John 1:9 in the Amplified Bible: 

"If we [freely] admit that we have sinned and confess our sins, He is faithful and just 

(true to His own nature and promises) and will forgive our sins [dismiss our 

lawlessness] and [continuously] cleanse us from all unrighteousness [everything not 

in conformity to His will in purpose, thought, and action]." 

 

10. Doesn't revel when others grovel, 

Vindictiveness, vengenance, plotting evil and applauding someone's bad news does 

not belong with this kind of love. 

Part of the love of God is hurting with people who are hurting. Hebrews 4:13-16 

shows us that Jesus is touched when we are hurting and makes himself available to 

us as well as making God’s grace available to us. 

Question—what does it really say about our heart, when we find ourselves 

rejoicing in something bad that has happened to someone else. There are a lot of 

people in the world that shake their fists at God and detest Him. Yet, God desires 

that they come to repentance and deals very patiently with them while they 

continue to shake their fists. We need God’s love to experience desire for our 

enemies to know God’s grace and goodness. 

Proverbs 24: 16 For a righteous man may fall seven times  

      And rise again,  



128 

 

      But the wicked shall fall by calamity.  

       17 Do not rejoice when your enemy falls,  

      And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles;  

       18 Lest the LORD see it, and it displease Him,  

      And He turn away His wrath from him. 

When we find pleasure and glee in someone else being judged, it displeases the 

Lord.  

Rejoicing at someone else’s bad times is a vicarious form of vengeance. We need 

God’s love to help us in having God’s heart toward people. 

11. Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 

Denying reality, turning from away from uncomfortable truth, and requirement to 

change are not part of this kind of love. 

 

Deception is the Devil’s favorite tool. There are so many ways that we can become 

deceived and seal our heart away from truth. 

A. Truth can be painful. 

Illus—If a doctor discovers a person has a tumor and that it can be removed and 

they can survive, love dictates that the person be informed about it. The Lord loves 

us too much to keep from us what we need to know to grow and improve. 

B.  Truth can require change. 

For people who live in a make-believe, fairy tale world, the truth can be very 

uncomfortable and disturbing. 

C. Truth gives us the opportunity to experience more freedom. 

John 8: 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free.” 

Notice it is not just “truth” that makes people free but known and applied truth. 

Hearing, obeying and continuing in truth brings increasing areas of freedom into 

our lives. Conversely, lies imprison us! 

12. Puts up with anything, 
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Impatience, marking people off the list, blackballing people, throwing people under 

the bus are not part of this kind of love. 

Most of us struggle with being impatient at times. This is when we need God’s love 
to boost us to do the right thing. 
 
Quote – We often are like former Prime Minister of the UK, Margaret Thatcher 
who said, "I am extraordinarily patient, provided I get my own way in the end."  

Remember—It will serve us well when we are exasperated in having to deal with 
someone who is being a pain in the posterior to remember the years that the Lord 
put up with us when we had no regard for Him. In addition, it would serve us well 
to remember that even as Christians we still can be a lot to put up with ourselves. 

13. Trusts God always, 

Doubt, suspicion of God's goodness, always taking matters into your own hands is 

not part of this kind of love. 

Illus—An instrument rated pilot is one who can fly in total darkness of night or 

storm and land safely because he has learned to trust his instruments to see and 

know what he cannot see and know.  

 

We will land safely in any storm or situation if we can learn to do the same with 

God. 

14. Always looks for the best, 

Ignoring the good in people, abandoning the fruit in a circumstance, refusing to 

believe God could use a certain person is foreign to this kind of love. 

This character trait of God’s love will bring to us many pleasant surprises in our 

lives. Our ability to see the best in every circumstance can keep us from becoming 

blind to the goodness and sovereignty of God. 

There are so many positive benefits of a positive attitude: 

Research indicates, according to the well-known, Mayo Clinic, that the results of 

positive thinking can include:  
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 Decreased negative stress 
 Greater resistance to catching the common cold 
 A sense of well-being and improved health 
 Reduced risk of coronary artery disease 
 Easier breathing if you have certain lung diseases, such as emphysema 
 Improved coping ability for women with high-risk pregnancies 
 Better coping skills during hardships 

Looking for the best really means looking for what “God” is doing in every 

situation. Even if it’s the Devil who is busy working, you can bank on the fact, that 

God is not being fooled. Romans 8:28 is still operative for those who love God. 

Think About It: Any ole carnal Christian can be a negative complainer who always 

sees what’s bad. It takes God’s love actively at work in our hearts to help us see the 

best. 

15. Never looks back, 

Second guessing, pulling up planted seed, becoming paralyzed with regret is not 

part of this kind of love. 

 

Illus- How many people have become frozen in place in some part of their lives 

because they chose to look back. The Bible gives us examples of what can happen: 

A. Lot’s wife who turned into a pillar of salt as you looked back. 

B. The children of Israel who died in the wilderness because they desired to go 

back to Egypt. 

C. Jesus said we can’t do Kingdom work looking back while we plow. 

 

These examples are of people who are looking back to try to find something to 

satisfy them that they think can’t be found following God’s plan. It is looking back 

with the glimmer of desire in one’s eyes. 

 

Three quick admonitions: 

-Don’t look back to lust after what you left. 

Illus—A husband who always is mentioning an old girl friend is looking back 

wrongfully and will find a future that puts a knot on his head. 

-Don’t  look back to brood over what you left. 
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-Only look back to learn from what you left. This is not looking back with yearning 

which is what Paul is talking about. Iit is looking back for learning. (This does not 

occur during the “walking away from it” stage. It comes later after you are safely 

on your way.) Every time we study the Scripture we are looking back. We can learn 

for history – our own and others as well. 

 

16. But keeps going to the end.  

Giving up, giving in, turning back, throwing in the towel on life, God or others.. 

This is more than not looking back, it is not stalling and deciding to move forward. 

Interestingly, this section of Scripture begins with a call to not give up and ends by 

reminding us again to just keep going! 

Illus-- Before the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Russian author Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn spent many years in the prison camps of Siberia. Along with other 
prisoners, he worked in the fields day after day, in rain and sun, during summer 
and winter. His life appeared to be nothing more than backbreaking labor and slow 
starvation. The intense suffering reduced him to a state of despair.  

On one particular day, the hopelessness of his situation became too much for him. 
He saw no reason to continue his struggle, no reason to keep on living. His life 
made no difference in the world. So he gave up. 
 
Leaving his shovel on the ground, he slowly walked to a crude bench and sat down. 
He knew that at any moment a guard would order him to stand up, and when he 
failed to respond, the guard would beat him to death, probably with his own 
shovel. He had seen it happen to other prisoners. 
 
As he waited, head down, he felt a presence. Slowly he looked up and saw a skinny 
old prisoner squat down beside him. The man said nothing. Instead, he used a stick 
to trace in the dirt the sign of the Cross. The man then got back up and returned to 
his work. 
 
As Solzhenitsyn stared at the Cross drawn in the dirt his entire perspective 
changed. He knew he was only one man against the all-powerful Soviet empire. Yet 
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he knew there was something greater than the evil he saw in the prison camp, 
something greater than the Soviet Union. He knew that hope for all people was 
represented by that simple Cross. Through the power of the Cross, anything was 
possible. 
 
Solzhenitsyn slowly rose to his feet, picked up his shovel, and went back to work. 
Outwardly, nothing had changed. Inside, he had received hope. Luke Veronis, The 
Sign of the Cross; Communion, issue 8, Pascha 1997.(Salt for Sermons) 

 

CONCLUSION— The important things in life are not the riches the world offers but 

that profit that is found in the riches of Christ. Listen to the words of a favorite 

patriot of we Americans: 

“I have now disposed of all my property to my family. There is one thing more I wish 

I could give them and that is faith in Jesus Christ. If they had that and I had not 

given them a single shilling, they would have been rich; and if they had not that, 

and I had given them all the world, they would be poor indeed.” - Patrick Henry 

May God help us all through His love to live a profitable life! 

 

 

 

 

PRESSING PASS YOUR “GIVE UP” POINT 

by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min. 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

PRESSING PAST YOUR PRESSURE POINTS 

OVERCOMING DISCOURAGEMENT 

MOVING UP INSTEAD OF GIVING UP! 

OVERCOMING WHAT OVERCOMES YOU! 

(Click this link to get a quick overview of 2 Cor. to refresh your memory on the 

background of Paul’s letters to them -- 

http://www.christianinconnect.com/2Corinthians.htm) 

http://www.christianinconnect.com/2Corinthians.htm
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TEXT -- 2 Cor. 3: 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory 

of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as 

by the Spirit of the Lord.  4: 1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have 

received mercy, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have renounced the hidden things 

of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but 

by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in 

the sight of God. 

INTRODUCTION--Please allow me to read a letter written to God by a pastor who 

was in the middle of some very trying circumstances in his ministry overseeing a 

very large congregation of people: 

I quote  "Why are you treating me this way? What did I ever do to you to deserve 

this? Did I conceive them? Was I their mother? So why dump the responsibility of 

this people on me? Why tell me to carry them around like a nursing mother,….? ….I 

can't do this by myself—it's too much, all these people. If this is how you intend to 

treat me, do me a favor and kill me. I've seen enough; I've had enough. Let me out 

of here."  

What I have just read to you are Moses’ Words out of Numbers 11. So, even the 

greatest of God’s servants can become discouraged and tempted to “Give up!” 

TRANSITION: I want to share with you four pressures you need to press past to 

defeat the temptation to throw in the towel: 

1. Relationship Issues 

Most of what Paul wrote in 1 and 2 Corinthians had to do with relational issues. 

Have you ever considered how much of the entire Bible deals with issues involving 

relationships? The nature of sin is that it separates and isolates, therefore 

positioning us in a predicament in which we were not designed to live. 

 

Illus—Have you ever seen the movie CAST AWAY with Tom Hanks. He was in a 

FedEx plane that crashed in the ocean. As the sole survivor he ends washed up on 

an island. The majority of the movie was about his isolated island life. The rest of 

the movie was an its impact on him. His daily life consisted of surviving and talking 
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to a partially deflated volleyball ball he named “Wilson” onto which he had painted 

a face with his own blood. At his low point, he climbs up to a high point on a clift to 

hang himself, but even that failed. Four years stranded, he decides he rather die 

than live alone, so he makes a raft and goes for it. He is finally rescued at sea. 

 

In the beginning, God said, “It is not good for man to be alone.” It’s still not. We 

often say, “I got God and that’s all I need.” Yet I have been reminded that Adam 

had God when God told him, it’s not good for you to be alone. 

 

Without relationships, we go crazy. And sometimes with them, we go crazy. 

God created human beings not only to relate to Him but to relate to one another. 

The first family God created experienced pain in their relationships and separation 

occurred. Cain slew Abel and then Cain was banished.  

 

Today, there can be pain in relationship as well that can cause us to become 

deeply discouraged and tempted to give up. 

A. Church Relationships 

Heb 13:17   "keep watch over you" according to some commentators literally 

means "lose sleep over you"  People in ministry have to deal with relationship 

issues all the time.  

B. Marriage Relationships 

The enemy is also working to divide what God joins together. This is especially true 

in marriage. One of two marriages end up divorcing. Couples get under different 

kinds of pressure and lose heart. Your marriage is work fighting for. Husbands and 

wives I exhort you to press past those pressures in your relationship and don’t give 

up! Don’t lose heart! 

C. Parent Relationships 

I encourage you parents that are struggling with a wayward child. Don’t give up. 

Remember, God Who is the perfect parent, saw his first kids (Adam and Eve) go 

against what He wanted for their lives. Yet, He moved in redemption. Parents I 

encourage you to not give up, you can see things change. Believe God to do what 

you can’t do. 
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D. Children Relationships 

For those of you who have strained relationships with your parents, or maybe your 

parents are no longer here. Remember, Father God promises to be a Father to the 

Fatherless. He does not give up on his kids. Press into Him and He will give you the 

grace to prevail. 

 

If you relationship with your parents is estranged, look for ways to see things 

reversed. Ask God to give you wisdom.  

E. Work Relationships 

For those who work outside the home, the work environment can also be charged 

with negativity in relationships. The competitiveness, pressures and stress of the 

office or factory can set people on edge. Where there are edges, people can get 

cut.  

We have very few lasting issues with casual relationships. The deeper the 

relationship is, the more painful the difficulties are. 

BOTTOM LINE—We were created for relationships so accept it and work through 

them. Don’t give up! Paul chose to address the issues instead of darting off to 

some new territory and starting over. 

2 . Discouraging Critical Words 

If you read the entirety of 2 Corinthians, you discover that Paul had to deal with a 

lot of negative critical things that were being said about him. His apostleship and 

courage was called into question. Yet, he said in 2 Cor. 4:1 “we do not lose heart.”  

In the Book of Revelation, the Devil is called the accuser of the brethren. There are 

demonic powers at work when accusations start being hurled around. We need to 

realize that we reflect the nature of the Devil through our fallen nature when we 

start accusing people. 

A word negatively spoken can leave a gaping wound that can become infectious. It 

can rapidly spread discouragement throughout your soul. 

Illus-- A hockey goalie asked, "How would you like to have a job where every time 

you made a mistake, a big red light went off and 10,000 people booed at you?" 
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Question – Has someone spoken something to you that has debilitated you? That 

has stolen your momentum in life? That has caused you to want to give up? 

If so, renounce those words! Look at verse 2 of chapter four. Paul said he 

renounced the hidden things of shame. To renounce means to cast something 

aside and not agree with it or give it a place in your life.  

Instead of believing the lies of the enemy, choose to believe the truth of God! 

BOTTOM LINE—If you are breathing you will be criticized. Why shoot, the truth is, 

even the dead are still criticized, so you are not going to escape it. Don’t give up 

because of criticism. Your critics will just feel justified in what they have said if you 

give up. 

3. The Mediocrity of the Mundane  

Later in 2 Corinthians Paul reminds his readers that he knew what it was like to 

deal day in and day out with the perils of life and ministry. Listen to what he wrote 

in chapter 11 as he addressed those criticizing him and questioning his credentials: 

2 Corinthians 11:  23Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in 
labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in 
deaths oft.  

 24Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  

 25Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a 
night and a day I have been in the deep;  

 26In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine 
own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;  

 27In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness.  

 28Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care 
of all the churches.  

The Words that Weariness of the Mundane speak into your ears: 

-The work is never finished and I just can’t do it anymore. 
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-There are always problems to solve. It seems there is always more demand that I 

can stand. 

-I am  empty. I don’t have anything left to give. 

 

These are signs of burnout. Signs of giving out without taking in.  

Illus—Though from a secular source, listen to these five signs of job burnout found 

on CareerBuilder.com  I think they tell us something about burnout even if it’s not 

just job burnout. 

(You can just read the bold statements to your people if you wish) 

 

Sign No. 1: Your co-workers are walking on eggshells around you.  

If you find yourself becoming cranky and irritable with co-workers you used to get 

along with, it may be more than just typical interpersonal dynamics.  

 

Sign No. 2: You come in late and want to leave earlier.  

You used to wake up in the morning excited for another day, but now every day 

you dread heading into the office. Once lunch passes you start watching the clock, 

counting the minutes to the end of the day.  

 

Sign No. 3: Apathy has replaced enthusiasm.  

You feel no motivation, no sense of accomplishment and have no desire to be 

challenged. Those who have burnout lose their motivation to perform, as well as 

their feelings of pride for a job well done.  

 

Sign No. 4: You've lost camaraderie with co-workers.  

You're no longer interested in the company network. You used to go to lunch, go 

out for drinks and participate in other company functions but now have no desire 

in socializing in or out of the office.  
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Sign No. 5: You're feeling physically sick.  

You always feel exhausted, have headaches, feel tension in all of your muscles and 

are having trouble sleeping. These physical signs are common indicators of job 

stress, and demonstrate that this can turn into a physical problem.  

 

If you are experiencing these symptoms, it's time to make some changes  

http://www.careerbuilder.com/Article/CB-655-The-Workplace-Five-Signs-of-Job-

Burnout-and-What-to-Do-About-

It/?ArticleID=655&cbRecursionCnt=1&cbsid=dd2c16dd19514f32abe5c948954e867

2-300624631-w7-6&ns_siteid=ns_us_g_signs_of_burnout 

 

 

I agree—it’s time to make some changes.  

 

Isn't it interesting that we often feel so unchallenged in our lives, that there is 

some higher noble purpose that has eluded us; yet, at the same time we feel 

absolutely overwhelmed by the challenges in our lives--our job, our marriage, our 

kids, our finances?  

 

Maybe we just have not completely accepted the right set of challenges. Maybe 

they have not eluded us, maybe we are trying to elude them. Our life and our 

ministries are not out yonder somewhere, they are right here, right now. 

 

We can become deceived to believe that if we just strain and try harder that we 

will finally find what it is that fulfills us. It is not a “what it is” that fulfills us. It is a 

“Who it is” that fulfills us. God can only be experienced in this present moment. If 

we always yearn for something beyond us we will give it beyond us. The secret is to 

experience God in the middle of your mundane. That is where you will find Him. 

And when you do, the mundane may not be quiet so mundane! 

BOTTOM LINE – There would never be the extraordinary if there was not the 

ordinary. People who ramp up their lives to live in the fast lane all the time will get 

http://www.careerbuilder.com/Article/CB-655-The-Workplace-Five-Signs-of-Job-Burnout-and-What-to-Do-About-It/?ArticleID=655&cbRecursionCnt=1&cbsid=dd2c16dd19514f32abe5c948954e8672-300624631-w7-6&ns_siteid=ns_us_g_signs_of_burnout
http://www.careerbuilder.com/Article/CB-655-The-Workplace-Five-Signs-of-Job-Burnout-and-What-to-Do-About-It/?ArticleID=655&cbRecursionCnt=1&cbsid=dd2c16dd19514f32abe5c948954e8672-300624631-w7-6&ns_siteid=ns_us_g_signs_of_burnout
http://www.careerbuilder.com/Article/CB-655-The-Workplace-Five-Signs-of-Job-Burnout-and-What-to-Do-About-It/?ArticleID=655&cbRecursionCnt=1&cbsid=dd2c16dd19514f32abe5c948954e8672-300624631-w7-6&ns_siteid=ns_us_g_signs_of_burnout
http://www.careerbuilder.com/Article/CB-655-The-Workplace-Five-Signs-of-Job-Burnout-and-What-to-Do-About-It/?ArticleID=655&cbRecursionCnt=1&cbsid=dd2c16dd19514f32abe5c948954e8672-300624631-w7-6&ns_siteid=ns_us_g_signs_of_burnout
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to the end faster! Read the newspaper headlines and see if this is not true. Don’t 

give up because your life is surrounded by average. This is what most of life is. 

4. An Intense Stormy Season 

Paul understood that he was not to lose heart because God could always shift 

things for him. He witnessed it many times. He also had some glorious experiences 

and seasons with the people of Corinth. Understanding times and seasons helps us 

to know and hope that things will change, just like the seasons do. 

 

God created seasons in the natural but there are also seasons in our lives. Some of 

those can be very stormy seasons. Remember these warriors of God who went 

through some stormy seasons: 

 

Elijah—wanted to die shortly after a day of miracles. 

Psalms –Many of the Psalms depict David’s struggles. 

Moses—which was read earlier in this message 

Did you know that Martin Luther and Charles Haddon Spurgeon struggled with 

constant depression, yet we still are studying what they wrote and preached. 

Spurgeon-- Spurgeon suffered terribly with a joint disorder that was diagnosed as 

gout. He was forced to stay in bed, sometimes for weeks at a time in excruciating 

pain. "I have been brought very low," he wrote to his congregation during one long 

bout, "My flesh has been tortured with pain and my spirit has been prostrate with 

depression. . . . With some difficulty I write these lines in my bed, mingling them 

with the groans of pain and the songs of hope." (Lectures to my Students) 

BOTTOM LINE – Don’t give up because you are in a stormy season. Seasons change. 

Yours will too! 

 

WHAT IS THE SOLUTION TO ALL THESE PRESSURES? 

Did you notice that Paul said, …”Therefore… we do not lose heart.” What is 

therefore, there for? The verses preceding may give us a clue: 

 

A. LIBERATION  v3:17 
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Look at verse 17 of chapter 3 again. Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty. 

The way to be free from the damaging effects these pressures can cause is to 

realize that through His Spirit, God is with you. He will give you grace, mercy, 

peace, love, patience, goodness, kindness, self-control and power to live through it 

all. I know this may sound like a simple answer or even a cliché’, but dear friend it 

is the truth. We can live free from all that these pressures want to negatively do to 

us by abiding in Christ. When you think you can’t go on, just ask God for the grace 

to the next thing and then the next. 

B. TRANSFORMATION  v3:18 

Paul understood he was in a process of being changed and transformed from glory 

to glory as he looked into the face of Jesus. We become like that we focus upon.  

Paul goes on the say that because he had received mercy he did not lose heart. 

You can count on God’s mercy in your situation. 

Illus—Aesops Fable about the Crow and the Pebbles 
A Crow, half-dead with thirst, came upon a Pitcher which had once been full of 
water; but when the Crow put its beak into the mouth of the Pitcher he found that 
only very little water was left in it, and that he could not reach far enough  
down to get at it.  

He tried, and he tried, but at last had to give up in despair.  

Then a thought came to him, and he took a pebble and dropped it into the Pitcher. 
Then he took another pebble and dropped it into the Pitcher. Then he took 
another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble 
and dropped that into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped that 
into the Pitcher. Then he took another pebble and dropped that into the Pitcher. 
At last, at last, he saw the water mount up near him, and after casting in a few 
more pebbles he was able to quench his thirst and save his life.  

CONCLUSION—Dear friends, if we will simply continue to do the things the Lord 

has spoken to us to do through His grace and mercy, we too will prevail and save 

not only our lives, but possibly the lives of many others. 

Paul wrote to the Galatians this encouraging word: 
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“Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season we will reap if we faint not.”  

Gal. 6:9 

What if Paul had given up on his first missionary journey due to the obstacles he 

faced? How many lives would have gone untouched, how much of the New 

Testament would have gone unwritten? Yes, God may have used someone else. 

But because Paul did not lose heart, God used him and here we are now talking 

about the impact of his life.  

 

The future that awaits you on the other side of pressing through is much more 

inviting than what awaits you in when you choose to bow to your despair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPING GOD CONSCIOUSNESS 

by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min. 

ALTERNATE TITLES 

SYNCING YOUR SPIRIT WITH GOD’S SPIRIT 

LIVING IN HIS PRESENCE 

HINDRANCES TO HOLINESS 

ARE YOU STILL? DO YOU KNOW? 
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INTRODUCTION -- Do you find yourself in the following scenario? 

-Its time to go to church, so on the way you start thinking and getting your mind 

ready to worship. 

-You made a commitment to the Lord last time you were at church, and on your 

way to service you start thinking about that commitment and how you have not 

kept it. 

-You try to pull yourself into a frame of mind to be blessed. 

-You go through your mental files to see if there was something you told someone 

you do that you have not done. 

-You have responsibilities but have not thought about them since you left at the 

last service. 

This type of living is far below how we are called to live. This kind of living is a 

compartmentalized version of Christianity. It is giving God a slice of your life 

instead of giving Him the whole of your life.  

 

TRANSITION TO TEXT: What do we do about this? I think the following Scripture 

holds the key for us: 

Psalm 46:  10 Be still, and know that I am God; 

         I will be exalted among the nations,  

         I will be exalted in the earth! 

 

TRANSITION TO MAIN POINTS: Moving deeper in our relationship with God 

requires alertness and discipline and sacrifice. We have to learn to recognize and 

deal with this hindrance to holiness in our lives. We have to learn to quieten our 

soul before God. Let’s identify three hindrances to doing this and at the same time 

discuss how to find that place of knowing He is God. 

HINDRANCES TO GOD CONSCIOUSNESS  

 

We need to overcome the hindrance of-- 
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1. RUSH WITHOUT REST 

Notice the Psalmist said we are to “be still” 

These are those who are just too busy for God. 

This is giving out without taking in. 

Don’t burnout! 

Can’t enjoy the ministering to the Lord for ministering “for” the Lord.  

Busyness can lead to barreness. 

Think on these simple steps to help you slow down and rest in Him: 

A. Learn to soak in His presence. When is the last time, you just put your soul in 

park and soaked in the presence of God? Put on a good worship CD and just bask 

in His presence. Learn to drown out the world by diving into God’s presence. 

B. Stay in constant communion with Him. Learn to pray all throughout the day. At 

redlights, in the elevator, at your desk, etc. 

C. Filter every conversation through your spirit. This takes discipline but allow the 

Holy Spirit to trump any talk you should not engage in. 

D. Make your mind—mind you! Your Spirit man empowered by the Holy Spirit is to 

make the decisions for you. Let Him determine the direction of your thoughts. This 

one of the major ways we are to be led by the Holy Spirit. What an incredible 

asset! The Holy Spirit knows the mind of God! 

E. This God consciousness allows you to hear from God in the middle of chaos. By 

practicing these simple steps, you will begin to hear His still voice when the wind is 

howling around you. 

Illus--Have you ever told a friend, spouse, child etc. Why didn’t you tell me this? 

They replied, you did not stop to ask. I believe the Holy Spirit would speak to us 

much more often if we stopped and gave Him the opportunity.  

We must learn to slow down and listen. I fear that often we are so busy at church 

that we cannot be the church. 

We need to overcome the hindrance of-- 

2. WARFARE WITHOUT WORSHIP 
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The Psalmist also said we are to “know” that He is God. 

“KNOW” is an intimacy word. It is a worship word. These are those who are in battle 

against the enemy but forget that the battle belongs to the Lord. 

 

-It is much too easy to get an adrenalin high engaging in warfare without  realizing 

that worship is our greatest weapon. No wonder that “worship” itself is often the 

center of a lot of warfare in churches. The enemy loves it when we argue over 

what kind of worship we should have instead of just worshipping. 

-The devil becomes the focus not Jesus. If we are not careful we will be deceived 

into magnifying what the Devil is doing instead of defeating the Devil by magnifying 

Jesus! 

-Throughout the Scripture, worship brings the presence and power of God. The fire 

fell of the sacrifice of the worshipper. The walls of Jericho fell when the peoples 

shouted in worship to the Lord. The presence of God before the people parted the 

Jordan. The glory filled the temple during the worship of the people. 

-The reality of the cross has dealt a death blow to Satan and his evil entities. We 

must preach the cross.  

-In the midst of the battle head for the cross. Live in the shadow of it. Draw the 

power that flows from it. Resurrection comes only after the death of the cross. If 

you would live in power then you must embrace the cross. 

--Each day we should spend time contemplating on the cross and praising God for 

the cross. A cross less Christianity is a powerless Christianity. Salvation, healing, 

deliverance, and provision all find their way to you through the cross. 

We need to overcome the hindrance of-- 

 

3. ROUTINE WITHOUT RELATIONSHIP 

“Knowing that He is God” also speaks of a building and growing relationship with 

God. Just like a married couple get to “know” each other better and better, so 

should be grow in our knowledge of Who God is. 

Routine replaces relationship and ruts are formed that cause us to be satisfied with 

the familiar. God does not intend for us to be satisfied with stale bread. 
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Illus—The children of Israel were given manna daily. They had to go out and gather 

what they needed for that day and enough for two days on the sixth day. We too 

have to learn to get our “daily bread” from Christ. You cannot live today on 

yesterday’s victory. You cannot use tomorrow’s or yesterday’s grace for right now. 

We are to live in His presence and draw from that life flow we find in Him. 

 

We need to overcome the hindrance of-- 

4. DOING WITHOUT DEPENDING 

To “Know that He is God” also means to we know that we are not! 

 

We can be guilty of doing ministry in our own strength because we do not slow 

down to receive God’s strength. We engage in DOING without DEPENDING! 

Illus—This is autopilot ministry. In the ministry it is easy to just do what you have 

always done. It becomes easy to do your “job.” 

When this happens our --Strength can become our weakness. 

Illus—Some years ago, a Chinese professor who was a Christian traveled to the 

United States. After he had traveled the States for awhile, he was asked what he 

thought about the American Church. He said, “I have two observations: First, I am 

amazed at what the Church in America is able to do without the Holy Spirit. 

Secondly, whole cities where I come from could live on what you throw away.”  

We are to minister out of the overflow of the presence of Christ in our life. (John 

7:38-39) 

CONCLUSION – As you think through these four hindrances I have mentioned, which 

one seems to be the one you struggle with the most? 

-Do you tend to rush through more than you rest in Him? 

-Do you find it easier to do warfare than to worship? 

-Do you get caught up into religious routine and lose the wonder of relating to God? 

-Do you engage ministry in your own strength instead of drawing away and drawing 

from Him to get what you really need to get the job done? 

Let’s pray! 
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FIVE FACETS OF WORSHIP 

by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min. 

ALTERNATE TITLES 

WHAT IT MEANS TO WORSHIP 

WHOLE HEARTED WORSHIP 

A ONE PERSON CONCERT OF WORSHIP 

ALIGINING YOUR LIFE TO WORSHIP 

INTRODUCTION 

TRANSITION 
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TEXT -- Matthew 22: 34 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the 

Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a 

question, testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in 

the law?”  
37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.’[d] 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 

And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’[e] 40 On these two 

commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 “Worship is quickening the conscience by the holiness of God, feeding the mind with 
the truth of God, purging the imagination by the beauty of God, opening the heart to 
the love of God, and devoting the will to the purpose of God.”   This great description 
of worship comes from William Temple who served as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury (1881-1944). 

This definition by William Temple serves as the basis for this message on worship. 
Let’s look at these five facets of worship from a Biblical perspective. These facets 
demonstrate that the whole of our being is to be involved in worship. 

1. Quickening the conscience by the holiness of God  

Illus—In an orchestra, the musicians do not tune their instruments with other 
instruments of the same kind. For instance, the violins do not tune to another 
violin. All the instruments are tuned to the piano. This is the only way there can be 
harmony and symphony. Similarly, as Christians, we do not look to another 
Christian as our standard to tune our life. We may appreciate the beauty of the 
“sound” of their life, but we are only to look at Christ as the standard for our lives. 
Jesus said, “He who has seen me has seen the Father.” He was and is the 
embodiment of the holiness of God. 

Our worship is more pure, when this overriding fact is always presents in our 
minds. It is foundational. Our very conscience, the infrastructure on which our 
thoughts rest, must be quickened by the knowledge that Christ alone is the 
perfection of God.  
 
When we compare ourselves to others, we can always find someone we view to be 
a mark or two below where we are. This can lull us into a place of deception. If, 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=22&version=50#fen-NKJV-23904d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=47&chapter=22&version=50#fen-NKJV-23906e
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however, we cast our eyes upon Christ and his perfections, we are prompted to 
humble ourselves and depend upon his grace and mercy to sustain us. 

2. Feeding the mind with the truth of God, 

In all of nature, all beings tend to migrate toward the place where they will be fed. 
Knowing this-- 
-the fisherman knows where to fish 
-the hunter knows where to hunt 
-the farmer knows where to plant 
-the cattle know where to graze 

In the natural and in the spiritual, we are what we eat. In order for the mind to 
truly engage and connect with God in worship, it has to be fed the truth of God’s 
Word. The Word of God is quick and powerful. It exposes us. It challenges us. It 
changes us through its renewing power. 

3. Purging the imagination by the beauty of God,  

One area of our minds that the enemy loves to get involved in is our imagination. 
This is the part of our minds that “for sure” sets us apart from our creatures. As 
humans, we have the ability to imagine. To envision things differently than what 
they are. This can have two powerful effects: 

A.  A Negative Effect-- This is vain imagination. Romans 1:21 instructs us that a 
world looking away from God becomes vain in its imagination. The power to 
imagine is used in sinful destructive ways. 

Vain imagination produces unfounded suspicions, judgments, cursings. It can cause 
a man to see himself with another woman besides his wife. It can cause a woman 
to see profit in selling her own body. Such is the power of the human mind. 

B.  A Positive Effect – This is a faith filled imagination that dares to believe that 
things can be improved, made better, and blessed. It sees ways to make the world 
a better world, to provide a benefit to humanity. 

It is often in seeing the beauty of God and the beauty of His “other world” that we 
get insights to change this one to be more in line with His purposes and plans. With 
this in mind, listen to what is written in -- 
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James 3:17  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. 

How many inspired ideas, innovations, plans, and dreams are just ready to birthed 
in the lives of all of you in this room right now? Learning to behold the beauty of 
God can have a tremendous impact on your ability to see the “Kingdom of God 
being done on Earth as it is in Heaven.” 

4. Opening the heart to the love of God 
Like it or not, the Scripture presents Jesus as a passionate lover. He is not 
emotionless. He is never controlled by wrong emotion because He never has 
wrong emotions.  He knows the depth of sorrow and the mountain top of joy.  

God’s love is poured out to us through the Holy Spirit (Romans 5). Literally, God’s 
love washes through us like a river. It compels us. It thrusts us onward into the 
plans and purposes of God. 
 
Illus—Imagine a man married to a bride who refuses his love. His heart yearns to 
be near her. He wants to feel her embrace and to hear her words filled with 
passion and emotion. Yet, she never touches him. She flinches when he attempts 
to touch her.  She never talks beyond surface conversations. She withholds how 
she feels. He draws away from him at times when intimacy could occur. This may 
be a marriage, but it is far from the marriage it could be.  We must be careful that 
we do not draw away from the Lord and allow his love to fill our lives. Fruitfulness 
comes out of intimacy in the natural and the spiritual. 

5. Devoting the will to the purpose of God  
The Lord invites us to get into agreement with Him concerning what is best for our 
lives.  

Some of the questions that have evaded theologians throughout history till this 
present moment have to do with: 

“Why did God create human beings with a choice?” 
“Why is there a Devil?” 
“Why does God allow suffering in the world?” 
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The truth is whether we understand it or not, God gave human beings the power 
of choice. Why didn’t Noah swat those two flies? 

 

Humans have a choice. Obviously, because there is a Devil, He also must have 
given other created beings a choice as well.  
 
We can muddle around in a mental stupor trying to understand it, or we can 
decide that we can make decisions and endeavor to make the right ones. The most 
right one is to love the Lord our God with all our mind, body, soul and strength. 
And then decide to love others too! 
 
Illus—Someone rightly said, “The will of God is what we would will if we had sense 
enough to know what to will.” 
 
A Prayer to Pray – “I will to will the will of God.” This is the act of setting your mind 
and will on things above. It is synchronizing your heart with heaven. 

CONCLUSION – I encourage you reflect on these five facets of worship and choose 

to engage your whole being in adoration and wonder of our awesome God. Why 

don’t you right now, humble yourselves before Him and acknowledge His 

greatness and His rule and reign over your lives? 

 

 

 

(The following message could easily be divided into a two-part series) 

WHEN IT GETS WORSE BEFORE IT GETS BETTER! 

by Eddie Lawrence, D.Min 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

THE STORM BEFORE THE CLAM 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORSE THAT PRECEDS THE GOOD 

WHY IS IT WORSE THAN IT WAS? 

WHEN “BETTER” FINALLY COMES 
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INTRODUCTION -- I once heard a story that demonstrates how to improve a 

situation that has gone from bad to worse. There was an old farmer whose mule 

had finally died of old age just before spring planting, so the farmer made a trip to 

town to buy another mule. His $125 didn't buy much, but he was satisfied with his 

purchase and he made arrangements to return the next day with a horse trailer to 

pick up the mule and the dealer agreed to keep it overnight for him. 

 

Early the next day, the old man returned.  "Jim," said the mule dealer, "that old 

mule died last night.  I'm real sorry to have to tell you this. I know you were  

counting on it for your spring garden." The dealer offered Jim his money back, but 

Jim said a bargain was a bargain, loaded the mule on his truck and left. 

 

A couple of months later the mule dealer happened to drive by Jim's place and was 

astonished to see Jim working his garden on a *NEW* $4,000 garden tractor. 

Honking his horn, he called Jim over and asked him how in the world he had 

managed to buy a tractor when not to long ago all he had was the $125 that he'd 

spent on the mule that died. "Well", Jim explains, "After leaving with the mule, I 

had this idea. So I stopped off at the local print shop and had 2,000 $2 raffle tickets 

printed up. Grand prize: Gardening Equipment.  I sold all the raffle tickets to 

people around town." "Yeah, but where did you get the gardening quipment?" 

"From you." "No, I mean the equipment you had as the raffle prize." "I got it from 

you." "Jim, all you got from me was a dead mule." "I know, that's what I raffled 

off."  "My Goodness, Jim!  You raffled off a dead mule?! I'll bet that really made a 

lot of people mad when they found out about it." "Naw, not really, the only one 

really ticked off was the winner, and I gave him his $2 back." 

TRANSITION TO TEXT—The old farmer had a shrewd way of turning a bad situation 

around didn’t he? It is not always that easy is it? Today I want you to think with me 

about an occasion when Moses was wondering what he was going to do to see 

things turned around. Let’s look at the text together. 

TEXT--Exodus 5:20 Then, as they came out from Pharaoh, they met Moses and Aaron 

who stood there to meet them. 21 And they said to them, "Let the Lord look on you 

and judge, because you have made us abhorrent in the sight of Pharaoh and in the 

sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us." So Moses returned to the 
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Lord and said, "Lord, why have You brought trouble on this people? Why is it You 

have sent me? For since I came to Pharaoh speaking Your name, he has done evil to 

this people; neither have You delivered Your people at all." (Ex. 5:22-23) 

TRANSITION TO MAIN POINTS– Moses basically tells the Lord, “I did what you told 

me to do and instead of things getting better, they have gotten worse!”  

Think about it: 

God hardened Pharaoh’s heart once he became willing. Why? 

Why did He choose a stutterer in Moses? 

Why did He choose the plagues He did? 

Why did He stretch it out the way He did? 

Why did He allow Moses to be threatened by the people the way He did? 

These are all questions that may puzzle us. 

Have you ever had someone say, “I was doing fine before I started serving God! It 

seems like everything that could go wrong has gone wrong since I started doing 

what was right! The truth is that, most of us have felt like Moses did at times. 

Why does it usually get worse before it gets better? 

Let me share with you 8 suggestions on why it may get worse before it gets better. 

It may get worse before it gets better -- 

1. So the things that made it bad in the first place are dealt with. 

Egypt had made their stand against God’s covenant people to enslave them and 

destroy them. 

The LORD wants to change break the shackles. 

Illus—Imagine going down the road and the oil light comes on. You take a hammer 

out from under the seat and hit your dash and break the little red light. Then you 

say, “That fixed that!” and you just kept driving.  

 

We  often ignore things that need to be dealt with. It usually takes a large measure 

of pain or a breakdown for us to change what needs to be changed. 
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Jeremiah 4:3 For thus says the Lord to the men of Judah and 
Jerusalem: "Break up your fallow ground, And do not sow among 
thorns. 4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, And take away the 
foreskins of your hearts, You men of Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, Lest My fury come forth like fire, And burn so that no one 
can quench it, Because of the evil of your doings."  

-Break up the fallow ground.  

-Don’t seed on hard ground, it must be broken up so that it can take root and bring 

forth fruit.  

-Circumstances break up fallow ground in our heart and we get to the place that 

we will let the word in our heart and then we start seeing things happen. 

-God is much more concerned about our holiness than our happiness. 

It may get worse before it gets better -- 

2. So that we will fully see and appreciate it as a work of God. 

THE LORD WANTED DELIVERANCE TO BE SEEN AS A RESULT OF HIS STRENGTH NOT 

PHAROAH’S WEAKNESS. 

If Moses had showed up confronted Pharoah and then led the people out without 

incident, they would have worshiped Moses. 

Illus—A man came to see a Pastor in a Southern Church. He had a daughter with a 

substance abuse issue. She had written $120,000 of bad checks by forging her 

father’s name on the check.  The Pastor had to share with him that he had to stop 

enabling her to do more of it. Until the father made the decision to allow his child 

to experience pain, it was doubtful that change could occur. 

_When mercy is spurned it can quickly turn to judgment. Remember Jesus story of 

the man forgiven much who would not forgive little. He was turned over to the 

torturers. 

Jesus told the woman caught in adultery, “Go and sin no more lest a worst thing 

come upon you.”  
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Illus—A Little boy was by the fence watching his team getting beat. The score was 

19-0 and it was still the first inning. A man asked him, why are you so happy, you 

are getting globbered? He said, Mister we aren’t getting globbered, we haven’t 

even batted yet. 

You see sometimes all we have seen is what the Devil’s done and we haven’t seen 

God step up to the plate to do His stuff. 

--We know the final score already. 

-The fight is fixed. 

-We win. 

It may get worse before it gets better -- 

3. So that the greatest good and the maximum glory for God is attained. 

Israel came out of Eqypt under a glory cloud. 

1 Peter 4: 12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 

try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the 

extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you 

may also be glad with exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached for the name of 

Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  On their 

part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 

Illus—I remember when I was little in the spring time they would burn the garden 

off, then they would plow it, and then it was ready to produce something good. 

This is true in the natural and the spiritual. 

Illus—Any metal that will stand the test of battle will have to pass through the fire 

and be tempered. 

It may get worse before it gets better -- 

4. So that we will see the exceeding evil of sin and the exceeding grace of God. 

Pharaoh kept saying he would release God’s people but then changed his mind. 

The Bible says “God hardened Pharaoh’s heart.”  

Illus—Years ago, I heard a radio Bible teacher, I think it was J. Vernon McGee. He 

pointed out that the phrase “hardened Pharaoh’s heart”  meant to twist like a 
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rope. He said that it was like taking a piece of rope that had been soaked in water 

and twisted it. When you twisted it, what was in it came out. With this in mind, it 

was like God was putting pressure on Pharaoh and what was really in his heart 

eventually came out. 

Sin is deceptive and its bite is not seen until it is revealed to be what it is. Our own 

hearts can deceive us. 

 

Often it is under great pressure that certain things finally surface from our hearts 

or the hearts of others and we see what is really there. When this happens, if we 

repent and ask God to help us, we get abundant grace to change. 

 

If we persist, then we will end up with greater chastisement to deal with. 

 

It may get worse before it gets better -- 

It may get worse before it gets better -- 

5. Because redemption always requires sacrifice and suffering. 

The path to the Promised Land for Israel was paved with awesome miracles but 

also sacrifice and suffering. They lived in tents. They went without water and food. 

They dealt with enemies on the way. 

When everything is given to a child and they never have to submit to the word 

“no” it sets them up for defeat. Why? Because when they leave home, they will 

expect life to give them a free ride and they will be sorely disappointed and terribly 

unprepared. 

The way to avoid unnecessary suffering is to learn to walk in humility. But there is 

no way to completely avoid it. 

 

It may get worse before it gets better -- 

6. Because Satan always tries to preempt the work of God. 

Pharaoh is a picture of the force and ruler of evil that also desires to enslave or 

destroy God’s people. 
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Illus—Tried to kill Moses, Attempted to kill Joshua, They did kill Jesus, They did kill 

Paul,  The early Church was assaulted. 

A wise old preacher once said, “If you never run into the Devil, it may be that you 

are running with him.” 

It may get worse before it gets better -- 

7. Because we need to know that we serve God for Who He is and not what He can 

do for us. 

The LORD wanted His covenant people to love Him and to worship Him alone. All 

He took them through, not only revealed the degree of their faithfulness to Him 

(which was very faulty) but also revealed His degree of faithfulness to them (which 

was perfect).   

 

We often fail in our faithfulness to God when we do not get what we think He 

ought to give us. We do not realize that His purposes of delay or denying us may 

very well produce in us something better than what we think we want. 

Illus—The many times I heard people share that their parents didn’t buy them a lot 

of stuff but they passed on a strong character. 

 

8. Because we have obeyed God. 

Moses and the Israelites were being pursued by Pharoah because they said “Yes” 

to God.  

 

Jesus was persecuted for obeying God. 

Paul was persecuted for obeying God. 

Peter was persecuted for obeying God. 

Stephen and James were killed for obeying God. 

The Bible says, “All those that live godly lives in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution.” 

 “I once complained about having no shoes till I met a man who had no feet.” 

There are people who are in terrible circumstances right now because they have 

obeyed God. Over 180,000 Christians are being martyred each year around the 
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world. Many thousands are imprisoned because they have trusted Jesus. Most of 

the New Testament which we so cherish was written by a Christian who was 

imprisoned for his faith in Jesus Christ. 

It may be at times, for each of us, that we endure a season of suffering because we 

choose to obey God. We are left here to fight in an unseen war for the souls of 

men and women and boys and girls. 

 

CONCLUSION—Each of us needs to ask the Spirit of God to help us understand 

what we need to learn in our season of difficulty. We need to seek God for His 

grace and we need to realize that Christianity is not a game but a life to be lived. 

Sometimes it is lived in the crucible of adversity. But God will prove Himself to be 

faithful. Maybe you need prayer today for….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO BE A CHAMPION FOR CHRIST 

by Eddie Lawrence 

ALTERNATE TITLES 

CHAMPIONSHIP CHRISTIANITY 

RUNNING,WINNING, AND FINISHING 

CHAMPIONS FOR CHRIST 

RACING TOWARD JESUS 

 

TEXT-- Hebrews 12: 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 

of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, 

and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the 
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author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

TRANSITION -- Champions for Christ still deal with their past, face everyday 

problems, and work toward solutions that money can’t buy. The difference is they 

do it the power of Christ and not their own power.  

We may not always be the winner but we can always be a winner! 

A Champion for Christ: 

I. COMMITS THEIR LIFE TO CHRIST “looking unto Jesus” 

There is a poster of a mountain goat climbing a mountain trail. He has stopped and 

he is looking back down the trail. The caption reads “When God calls don’t turn 

around to see who is following.” 

When was the decision to follow Christ made in your life?  

Has that decision been made? 

If it has, are you being tempted to look back? 

Illus—The metaphor used in Hebrews 12:1-3 involves spectators watching a race. A 

runner in the race does not look behind him to see what the other runners are 

doing. He sets his eyes on the finish line and runs toward the finish line. 

 

When you look back: 

A. You lose time 

B. You can get tripped up 

C. You are creating confusion in your body. Your body is moving forward but your 

mind is moving backward. 

 

To be a champion, you nail down your commitment to Christ and don’t look back. 

A Champion for Christ: 

 

II. COMMUNICATES WITH CHRIST “looking unto Jesus” “author and finisher of our 

faith” 
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Again the metaphor here suggests that the runner is looking at someone that is 

waiting on them at the finish line. You get the idea of a coach giving instructions to 

the runner or a person that inspires the runner giving him confidence.  

In the Christian race, it is Jesus who has gone before us. He is the author and 

finisher of our faith. He knows the course and he has committed to help us finish it.  

A Champion for Christ should be ever looking and listening to Jesus to help us run 

to finish well. 

Illus—There was a young lady whose boyfriend had given her a book. After he gave 

her the book, she had laid the book aside and had never bothered to read it. 

Sometime later a guest evangelist was staying in her home. He saw the book, and 

picked it up one night. As he read it, he noticed that certain phrases and lines in 

the book had been underlined. He enquired as to who had read the book and was 

told about it being the young man’s gift to the young lady. He then realized that 

the young man who had given it to the young lady had intentionally underlined 

those phrases and lines for her read. They represented how he felt about her. 

When the Evangelist pointed out to her that certain phrases had been underlined: 

“I love you” “I am lonely for you.” He explained to her what had been done by the 

young man. When she understood that he intended to use the book to 

communicate to her how much he loved her she ran outside and eagerly began 

reading the book.  

“The word of God is like a lion in a cage. Don’t spend your time defending it; just let 

the lion out of the cage.”    David Robinson, NBA All Star, San Antonio Spurs 

(I think this was originally a Spurgeon quote.)  

Are you looking and listening to Christ? 

-Do you have a time when you pray and talk to him and listen to him? 

-Do you read what he has said in his Word? 

-Do you often quieten your soul to hear the voice of His Spirit? 

A Champion for Christ: 

III. CHOOSES TO FORGIVE LIKE CHRIST “endured the cross and despised the shame” 

The cross and work of Jesus there is all about forgiveness and dealing with sin and 

its shameful consequences. Jesus took on himself our sin and forgave us. He bore 

our sin and our shame. 
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A Champion for Christ does the same for others. 

-As a Christian, you can choose to forgive. You have the power of choice. But once 

you choose the choice has power over you. 

-Often we suffer in our vertical relationship with God because we do not desire to 

be in a right horizontal relationship with man. 

-Forgiveness means we will not allow something has happened in the past to 

control my attitudes and behavior in the present. 

Illus--The story of the GI’s and the Korean houseboy. They pulled pranks on him all 

the time. they nailed his shoes to the floor, greased the doorknob, put buckets of 

water over the door. He was very good natured and finally they felt so guilty they 

apoligized to him. He said, “You no more nail my shoes to floor.” They said, “No we 

won’t”. .........”Then I no more spit in your soup when I cook it.” 

 

Being unwilling to forgive someone is making an application for God’s job. He says 

“Vengenance is mine I will repay says the Lord.” Unforgiveness is like concrete. The 

longer it sets, the harder it gets. Don’t allow your heart to become hard and your 

soul to become bitter. Let it go! Let God take care of it. “But they don’t deserve it!” 

So then, did you deserve what God has done for you. 

Illus--Can you imagine a running back going into a game dragging a concrete block 

behind him. That is exactly the way some people are choosing to live in the game 

of life. They will not allow the Lord to free them from the excess baggage. 

A Champion for Christ: 

IV. CONTINUALLY COUNTS ON CHRIST “has sat down at the right hand of the throne 

of God.” 

Jesus finished well. He is now seated at the Father’s right hand. He intercedes for 

us from where he is seated. We can count on Him to see us through. 

-Jesus Christ will breathe hope into any hopeless situation. This is his resurrection 

power at work in us. He can be and must be counted on in every circumstance. 

-Even if you have stumbled and fallen in the race. Get up and run!!! 
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Proverbs 24: 16 For a righteous man may fall seven times  

      And rise again, But the wicked shall fall by calamity. 

Remind yourself daily that God is in control. No matter how bad the situation is, it 

will end. No matter how good things may be going, it won’t last. Trust Him. You can 

count on Him! 

Illus-- During the 1930s, 250 men were holding the ropes to a dirigible (an airship 

similar to a blimp) to keep it from floating away. Suddenly a gust of wind caught 

one end of the dirigible, lifting it high off the ground. 

 Some of the men immediately let go of their ropes and fell safely to the ground. 

Others panicked, clinging firmly to the end of their ropes as the nose of the 

dirigible arose to greater heights. Several men who couldn’t keep holding on fell 

and were seriously injured. One man, however, continued to dangle high in the air 

for forty-five minutes until he was rescued. Reporters later asked him how he was 

able to hold on to the rope for so long. 

“I didn’t hold on to the rope,” he replied. “I just tied it around my waist, and the 

rope held on to me.” Instead of trying to hold on to God, let God hold on to you. 

(Kent Crockett, I Once Was Blind But Now I Squint, Chattanooga, TN: AMG 

Publishers, 2004, 138) 

             

Listen Champions! You can count on Christ to hold onto you! 

CONCLUSION—I challenge each person in this service to be a champion for Jesus 

Christ. Invite people to salvation. Invite people who have stumbled to get up again. 

Invite people who are tired to be renewed.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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SIX WAYS WE MISREPRESENT GOD (PT. 1) 

ALTERNATE TITLES 

AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST 

REPRESENTING JESUS 

THE THRONEROOM SPOKESPERSON 

WELCOME TO YOUR AMBASSADORSHIP 

INTRODUCTION-- Late one night, following a disappointing day wrestling with a 

troublesome scene in one of the Pink Panther films, director Blake Edwards was 

roused by a call from the film's star, Peter Sellers. "I just talked to God!" he 

exclaimed. "And He told me how to do it!"  

The next day, Edwards humored Sellers - and the result was an unmitigated 
disaster. "Peter," Edwards suggested, "next time you talk to God, tell Him to stay 
out of show business!" (anecdotage.com) 
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There are times when people claim to represent God and are proved wrong. Do 
you know that we as believers have an official capacity in which we serve to 
represent God to the world?  Listen to what Paul wrote: 

TEXT – 2 Corinthians 5: 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things are 
of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation.  20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 

TRANSITION—In this passage of Scripture Paul teaches us that-- 
 God had done some greats things in us: 
-He has made us new creations. 
-He has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ 
God also has given some great things to us: 
-A ministry of reconciliation 
-A position as Ambassadors 

It is this idea of being Ambassadors I desire to speak to you about. An Ambassador 
is a person chosen by His/Her King or Government to represent them in a foreign 
land. They usually have a protected property called an Embassy that is considered 
to be under the rule of one’s own government though present in the territory of a 
foreign government.  
 
EXTRA BACKGROUND MATERIAL from A.T. Robertson’s Word Pictures of the Greek 
New Testament 

5:20 {We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ} (\huper 

Christou oun presbeuomen\). Old word from \presbus\, an old man, 

first to be an old man, then to be an ambassador (here and Eph 

6:20 with \en halusˆi\ in a chain added), common in both senses 

in the Greek. "The proper term in the Greek East for the 

Emperor's Legate" (Deissmann, _Light from the Ancient East_, p. 
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374), in inscriptions and papyri. So Paul has a natural pride in 

using this dignified term for himself and all ministers. The 

ambassador has to be _persona grata_ with both countries (the one 

that he represents and the one to which he goes). Paul was 

Christ's _Legate_ to act in his behalf and in his stead. {As 

though God were intreating by us} (\h“s tou theou parakalountos 

di' hˆm“n\). Genitive absolute with \h“s\ used with the 

participle as often to give the reason (apparent or real). Here 

God speaks through Christ's Legate. {Be ye reconciled to God} 

(\katallagˆte t“i the“i\). Second aorist passive imperative of 

\katallass“\ and used with the dative case. "Get reconciled to 

God," and do it now. This is the ambassador's message as he bears it to men from 

God. 

 

The Ambassador is there to speak on behalf of his/her own King. He is not to speak 
on his own but to simply relay what he has been told by his own King. He/She gets 
in hot water really quickly by speaking without consulting.  This causes me to 
think—“In what ways do we as believers misrepresent God to the world.?” 

1. We Can Misrepresent His Word 

Paul knew he had been given a message of Jesus Christ to relay to the world in 

Christ’s name. Paul said, it is like God is pleading through us. Wow! That’s amazing 

isn’t it? We can so represent God’s heart for the lost that it is like we become a 

microphone through which God is speaking. 

However, we can easily misrepresent what our He has said. 

 

Four ways we can do this: 

A. When we twist Scripture to accommodate our view instead of changing our view 

to accommodate Scripture. 
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B. When we cling to some passages and ignore others rather than challenging what 

we have been taught. 

C. When we focus on grace without acknowledging sin or when we focus on sin 

without acknowledging grace. 

D. When we fail to distinguish between the Old and the New Covenant. 

2. We Can Misrepresent His Son 
In the passage before us, Paul knew he had been given a ministry of reconciliation 
and that the heart of it was the truth of who Jesus was and what he did for us. Paul 
also said that he pleaded on “we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to 
God.” Paul saw himself imploring on behalf of Christ himself. This is what an 
ambassador does.  

 

 

The world needs to see the real Jesus not the religious Jesus. We often 

misrepresent who Jesus really is. 

 

We misrepresent him when: 

A. We refuse to hang out with and love on sinners. 

One of the great tricks of the enemy is how he gets us to stay away from the very 

people Jesus has commanded us to reach. Read the Gospels and you will find Jesus 

being labeled as the friend of sinners.  

 

B. We can spread doubt about what Jesus can do. 

Another trick of the enemy is to get us to minimize the power of Jesus Christ to 

change a person’s life. There is always hope as long as there is Jesus. 

 

JOKE-- A man went on vacation to the Holy Land with his wife and her mother. 

While in Israel, the mother-in-law died from a heart attack. The couple went to a 

local undertaker, who explained that they could either ship the body home which 

would cost more than $1500, or they could bury her right there in the Holy Land 

for only $150. The man said, "We’ll ship her home. "Surprised, the undertaker 

responded, "Are you sure? That’s an awfully big expense, and we can do a very 
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nice burial here. "The man said, "Look, 2000 years ago they buried a guy here and 

three days later He rose from the dead. I just can’t take that chance." 

C. We can neglect what he told us to do. 

A. Share the Gospel with people around the world 

B. Baptize Them 

C. Instruct them to do what Jesus did. 

D. Minister to the sick 

 

The Jesus Test: 

-He did not come to condemn the world, do you? 

-He demonstrated love to those who cursed and crucified him, do you? 

-He gave his life for the Church, how do you feel about the Church? 

-He said that he did nothing except what he saw his Father doing, how often do 

you seek the Father’s guidance? 

-He did not allow tradition to pull him away from truth, do you? 

 

3. We Can Misrepresent His Spirit 

The heart of the battle is the battle for the heart. The Bible teaches and Paul knew 

that it was through the power of the Holy Spirit that the Gospel of reconciliation 

goes forth. 

 

Three ways we can do this: 

A. By grieving the Holy Spirit (Not bearing the fruit of the Spirit) 

B. By Quenching the Holy Spirit (Not using the gifts of the Spirit) 

C. By not being filled with the Holy Spirit (Not living in the power of the Spirit) 

CONCLUSION— In the next part of this message we will explore three other ways 

we misrepresent God as His ambassadors. But now, a question or two for you. 

Have you misrepresented God’s Word, His Son, or His Spirit? How have you done 

with your ambassadorship? Have you taken the job too lightly? Now it is the time 

to answer the call to be a good ambassador. 
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SIX WAYS WE MISREPRESENT GOD (PT. 2) 

by Eddie Lawrence 

In the previous message we discussed that we could misrepresent God by: 

1. Misrepresenting His Word  

2. Misrepresenting His Son 

3. Misrepresenting His Spirit 

 

In this message, we will see that in addition: 

4. We Can Misrepresent His Name 

Again notice Paul said in verse 20 “we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled 
to God.” Paul spoke in the name of another. The name of Christ. 
 
Illus—Giving what he believed to be an explanation of love, little four year old Billy 
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said, 'When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just 
know that your name is safe in their mouth.'   

Three ways we can do this: 

A. Using His name to add weight to our curses  

(This is when people use His name to damn people) 

B. Using His name to give credibility to our name 

(This is when we throw God’s name in a conversation to impress people) 

C. Claiming to speak for God when God has not spoken to you. 

(This is when we claim to speak for God in order to control people) 

Illus-- Several years ago, our ambassador to the United Nations made statements 

that caused him to be replaced that very evening. He had not obligated the United 

States by his statements. He revealed no secrets. He simply stated his own opinion 

in a public forum – an opinion shared by many and in keeping with the position of 

the administration. But, he had not been authorized to make that statement at 

that time, so he was replaced. Ambassadors cannot speak for themselves. (story 

from fayettechurch.org) 

 

5. We Can Misrepresent His Church 

In verse 18 Paul says that God, “…reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and 

has given us the ministry of reconciliation…” 

 

Notice the plural forms used here. Paul says God reconciled “Us” and has given 

“Us” the ministry of reconciliation. Who is us? The application is that it is all those 

who have been reconciled. In New Testament terms, this is the Church. The blood 

bought redeemed of Christ. So we need to properly represent the Church.  

Three ways that believers can misrepresent the church is by: 

A. By living willfully in sin. 

Paul says in our scripture that our sins have not been imputed to us. So we do a 

great injustice to the work of Christ on the cross when we live in willful sin and 

disobedience as his ambassadors. How can we reconcile others when it appears 

we have no victory in our own lives? 
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Story-A young pastor with a lot of zeal was doing a construction job for a 

prosperous businessman who was known by the community to be unchurched.  He 

was a relatively good man who seemed to bother no one and would occasionally 

help the fellow who was down and out. One day as the young pastor rode to get 

supplies with this well known business man, he began to witness to him about his 

need for Christ. As he shared what Jesus had done for the man when he died on 

the cross, he was interrupted by the businessman who simply said, “Listen, I really 

am not interested with anything to do with church.” The young pastor pressed, 

“Why is that?”  The man responded, “I have been cheated out of money more by 

deacons and pastors of churches than anyone else I do business with.” The young 

pastor tried to divert the man’s attention back to Jesus and not people but to no 

avail. The man had a hard time seeing Jesus for the people who had 

misrepresented him. 

The truth is that most, if not all of us, misrepresent Jesus and his Church at times. 

What we can do, however, is to repent, apologize and as much as humanly 

possible, make it right. Our humility can go along way to rebuilding the bridges that 

our hypocrisy has burned. 

 

B. By attending without amending 

-This happens when we warm a pew without allowing God’s presence to warm our 

hearts. 

-The happens when we see being part of Christ’s body as a social obligation rather 

than a life giving opportunity. 

-This happens when we live in word but not in deed. 

C. By speaking against other Christ honoring churches 

Jesus view Saul’s (later Paul) actions against the church as against him. He asked 

Saul, “Why are you persecuting me?” Jesus takes it personally when we attack his 

church, just like a man would if you attacked his bride. 

-We must repent of being territorial and competitive in the body of Christ. While we 

argue over our minor differences and swap church members back and forth, 66,000 

people who have never heard about Jesus are dying every day. 

 

6. We Can Misrepresent His Heart 
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Listen to Paul’s words again, “20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be 
reconciled to God.” Do you hear God’s heart. Paul said it is like God is pleading 
through us “Be reconciled to God.” 

Here are three ways we can do this: 

A. Present Him as a greedy person who has to be persuaded to bless us. 
-The truth is God loves to give good things to His children. 

Illus--An old man was lying on his deathbed. He had only hours to live when he 
suddenly smelled chocolate chip cookies. He loved chocolate chip cookies more 
than anything in the world. 

With his last bit of energy he pulled himself out of bed, struggled across the floor 
to the stairs, and headed down the stairs into the kitchen. There his wife was 
baking those aromatic cookies. 

As he reached for one—SMACK! He felt a slap across the back of his hand. His wife 
scolded, "Leave those alone; they're for the funeral!" (Source: Christianity Today 
Church Newsletter) 

B. Present Him as a person who enjoys condemning and judging people. 

The truth is God is rich in mercy and forgiveness. 

 

C. Present Him as a person who simply tolerates people. 

The truth is God passionately loves people. 

CONCLUSION— We are called to be Ambassadors for Christ. An Ambassador 

represents the President or King of another country. We too have been called to 

represent the Ruler of the Universe here on planet Earth. If people looked at us 

this morning to draw their conclusions concerning who Christ is and what He is 

like, what conclusions would they draw? 
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WHO’S IN CHARGE OF THE CHURCH? 

by Eddie Lawrence 

ALTERNATE TITLES 

JESUS CHRIST – THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 

WHY IS JESUS HEAD OF THE CHURCH? 

FOUR SIMPLE REASONS JESUS IS HEAD OF THE CHURCH 

WHO RUNS THE CHURCH? 

THE OFFICIAL CHURCH CEO 

 

Introduction—There was a man sitting under a walnut tree contemplating why God 

put a tiny walnut on a huge tree and a giant pumpkin on such a tiny vine. Moments 

later a walnut fell from high in the tree and hit him in the head. At that precise 

moment, he understood the answer to his question. 

 

Transition -- God is a God of order. He had made things to function in a certain 
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way. When things function according to God’s order there is harmony and order. 

When they do not there is harm and confusion. This is also true about the Church. 

What the Bible teaches concerning the Church and how it is too function is very 

important. Who is in Charge of the Church is a foundational question. As God 

reveals His truth to us we must receive it and obey it. The focus of this message is 

on the Head of the Church. Who is the head of this Church?  Who is in charge of 

the Church?  

Listen to the following passages of Scripture that give us the clear cut answer to 

our question of who is in charge of the Church: 

Text -- Eph. 1:22 and hath put all [things] under his feet, and gave him [to be] the 

head over all [things] to the church,  23  Which is his body, the fulness of him that 

filleth all in all. 

Eph. 4:15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which 

is the head, [even] Christ: {speaking...: or, being sincere}  16  From whom the whole 

body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 

according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 

the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

Col. 2:19  And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands 

having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of 

God. 

Watchman Nee  “Unfortunately, there appears to be in the church too many heads, 

too many human leaders, too many men’s ways and regulations. Too often man 

aspires to be the authority. While Christ is head in heaven, man wants to be head 

on earth. When the thought of the earthly head happens to agree with that of the 

heavenly one, we obey Christ. But when the earthly head disagrees with the 

heavenly one, we disobey Christ. How wrong is this entire system.” (The Body of 

Christ) 

 

Why Is Jesus the Head of the Church? I will share with you four simple reasons Christ 

is head of the Church. 
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Jesus in Head of the Church-- 

1. BECAUSE OF WHO HE IS! 

Colossians 1: 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 

For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things 

were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all 

things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

A. The image of the invisible God 

B. The Creator of all v16 

C. He is before all thingsv17 

D. He holds together all thingsv17 

E. The firstborn from the dead v18 

F. He is Preeminent v18 

G. He has all fullness dwelling in him 19 

2. BECAUSE OF WHAT HE HAS DONE! 

Colossians 1:20, 13,14 

-Jesus is head of the Church because he paid the purchase price! 

Acts 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which 

the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 

purchased with his own blood. 

Note from Robertson’s Word Studies 

{With his own blood} (\dia tou haimatos tou idiou\). Through the agency of 

(\dia\) his own blood. Whose blood? If \tou theou\ (Aleph B 

Vulg.) is correct, as it is, then Jesus is here called "God" who 

shed his own blood for the flock. It will not do to say that Paul 

did not call Jesus God, for we have Ro 9:5; Col 2:9; Tit 2:13 
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where he does that very thing, besides Col 1:15-20; Php 2:5-11. 

Illus-- On New Year's night 1886 some missionaries wer holding an open air 

meeting. A young girl who had run away from her place of residence and work was 

walking by and hear a song being sung by those present at the meeting. A man 

stood and preached and after the service was heading by to the mission. They 

young girl ran up behind him and shared how the song had moved her heart. He 

carried her to the mission and some ladies spoke with her and led her to Christ. 

Soon afterward, the young lady became ill and on her deathbed was visited by the 

preacher who had spoken at the open air meeting. Before he left, he sang the song 

that had moved her heart toward Christ just a short time earlier. Two hours later 

she passed on to glory. See if you recognize the words of the chorus of this song 

that were first penned in 1865: 

Jesus paid it all, 

All to Him I owe; 

Sin had left a crimson stain, 

He washed it white as snow. 

You see, Jesus is the Head of the Church because of what he has done! 

 

Jesus in Head of the Church-- 

3. BECAUSE OF WHAT HE DOES! 

1John 5:11  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life 

is in his Son.  12  He that hath the Son hath life; [and] he that hath not the Son of 

God hath not life. 

Colossians 2:19 

Apart from Christ we can have no life. The body of Christ on earth, the Church, is 

dead without the Spirit of Christ bringing his life to us. 

 

He presently: 

-intercedes for his bride 

-is involved in preparing her for his return 

-is adding to the church 
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-is building the church (Matt. 16 – “I will build my church”) 

 

Jesus in Head of the Church-- 

4. BECAUSE OF WHAT HE IS GOING TO DO! 

Col.1:21,28 

Eph. 5:25-27 

Eph.1:11-12 

He is going to return as Bridegroom 

He is going to return as King 

He is going to have a great wedding feast 

He is going to present His Bride to His Father 

Conclusion --  

-The head is the control center of the body.  

-There can be no “but” or “if” Lord.  The only answer to our Lord is “yes.” 

 

There are only two right responses to the head of the body: 

1. Obey 

2. Follow 

What would happen if in all our churches we became committed to following the 

Head of the Church in all situations. Are you following the Head? 
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SOWN SEED WILL BECOME GROWN SEED! 

(Part One) 

by Eddie Lawrence 

ALTERNATE TITLES-- 

WATCH WHAT YOU SOW, SEE WHAT YOU REAP! 

SOWING AND REAPING 

YOU CAN DETERMINE YOUR HARVEST 

A LAW IN THE KINGDOM 

INTRODUCTION --  How many of you are interesting on a good return on your 

investments? (lift up your hand) We all are aren’t we? Especially during the current 

economic trends… There is a lot of anxiety in the financial markets right now. Big 

named companies we have heard of all our lives are folding. What if I told you I 

had some inside information of a sure-fire investment strategy that would yield 

you multiple times in ratio to what you invested? Interested? I actually have a little 

written report I want to share with you. It is from someone that is in headquarters 
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of a very huge operation. He is very close to the source on this, so you can rest 

assured it is good solid information. Oh, by the way, most of you have that report 

with you but maybe you have not looked at it lately. 

TEXT -- Galatians 6: 6 Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with 

him who teaches.  
7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will 

also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he 

who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow 

weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who 

are of the household of faith. 

TRANSITION --  Now if you are a little let down that I read this passage from the 

Bible instead of an inside handwritten note from Wall Street, then you simply do 

not understand the power of God’s truth. The investment strategy in this passage 

is out of this world!  

 

Let me share with you four observations in this message about sowing and reaping. 

The first observation is: 

1. LEARN TO SOW WHERE YOU RECEIVE “Let him who is taught the word share in all 

good things with him who teaches.” v6  

 

-When you eat from someone else’s harvest, it is always good to sow in their field. 

 

Illus -- A man and his ten-year-old son were on a fishing trip miles from home.  At 

the boy's insistence, they decided to attend the Sunday worship  

service at a small rural church. 

As they walked back to their car after the service, the father was filled with 

complaints.  "The service was too long," he lamented.  "The sermon was boring, 

and the singing was off key." 

Finally the boy said, "Daddy, I thought it was pretty good for a dime."  (Lowell's: He 

Who Laughs, Lasts) 
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2. SOWING IS NO LAUGHING MATTER “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 

whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.” v6 

 

God will not be mocked. 

Illus—I once heard a story of a man who was somewhat crippled in South America. 

He was struggling dragging himself along the sidewalk. He had a terrible spinal 

condition that affected his neck and back. He was debilitated. A skeptic who was 

sitting in front of his house, called out asking him where he was going. The crippled 

man replied, “I am going to the church and ask them to pray for me.” The skeptic 

scoffed, mocked and laughed at him chiding him severely for believing in such 

“nonsense.”  Later it was said, that the crippled man was seen walking back up the 

street. He had been touched by God and to the amazement of many, he was 

healed. The same day, the skeptic suffered a fall and broke his neck. 

-You cannot plant tares and expect wheat to come up? 

-You cannot sow thorns and expect tomatoes to come up? 

-You cannot sow death and expect life to come up? 

 

God will not be mocked! 

 

3.  WE ALL ARE SOWERS AND REAPERS “whatever a man sows, that he will also 

reap.” v7 

-Every person is a giver. We all give something every day. 

-We talk about how we “spend our lives.” We really do “spend our lives.” We all 

are investors. We are all bankers in a sense. We deposit and withdraw from the 

bank of life.  

-We give to others 

-Every person is a receiver. We all receive something every day. We withdraw from 

others 

- Jesus had the truth of sowing and reaping in his teaching when he gave us the 

golden rule that says we should do to others what we would have them do to us. 
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Illus-- One of the many successful men who have used the Golden Rule principle 

was James Cash Penney. The fabulous Mr. Penney, starting with a small general 

merchandise store in Kemmerer, Wyoming, in 1902, built a multimillion-dollar 

business empire on one simple principle: the Golden Rule.  For years the Penney 

stores were called The Golden Rule Stores. And it was Mr. Penney’s faith in that 

principle—always treating a customer as he himself would want to be treated—

that made them grow and prosper. (Tans, 15,000 Illustrations) 

 

4. WHAT WE SOW DETERMINES WHAT WE WILL REAP IN A MULTIPLIED WAY “that 

he will also reap.” v7 

-In the natural, everything is able to reproduce in multiples from humans to 

tomato seeds. 

Illus -- At one time we were in the home of one of our good members who lives 

just out of Chattanooga. He took me out to his barn and showed me a stalk of corn 

which contained seven fully developed ears. It was a wonder. I said, "You planted 

one grain from which this came." "Yes," he said. "And how many grains on this 

stalk?" He answered, "About 1,000 on each ear and seven ears, so about 7,000 

grains." Think of it, plant one grain and reap 7,000 grains.  (William Moses Tidwell, 

"Effective Illustrations.") 

We use the term “What goes around comes around!”  
 
Illus --  Several years after inventing radar, Sir Robert Watson Watt was arrested in 
Canada for speeding. He’d been caught in a radar trap. He wrote this poem:  

Pity Sir Robert Watson Watt,  
Strange target of his radar plot,  
And this, with others I could mention,  
A victim of his own invention.   (Erik Peterson, Higher Praise) 

CONCLUSION – We have looked at four truths that relate to sowing and reaping. 

Next time we will look at four more we find in this passage. How are you doing in 

regard to these truths? What is it that you have been sowing? Right now is the 

time to decide what seed store you are going to visit. Pray and ask God to forgive 
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you for sowing the wrong kind of seed. Call out for His mercy.  As the musicians 

began to play, would you seriously consider what kind of condition the field of your 

heart is in? Would you ask God right now to….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOWN SEED WILL BECOME GROWN SEED! 

(Part Two) 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES-- 

WATCH WHAT YOU SOW, SEE WHAT YOU REAP! 

SOWING AND REAPING 

YOU CAN DETERMINE YOUR HARVEST 

A LAW IN THE KINGDOM 

INTRODUCTION – In our previous message, we began looking at some observations 

about the law of sowing and reaping. Some people are not sure about the validity 

of this spiritual law. Paul is pretty sure isn’t he? He says “God is not mocked, for 

whatsoever a man sows he also shall reap.”  You see, even you do not believe in 

the law of sowing and reaping you are still subject to it. 
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Illus—Back in the sixties a lot of people began experimenting with LSD and other 

hallucinogenic drugs. There were occasions when a person would trip out on LSD 

and go to the top of a huge building and thinking they could fly, they would dive 

off. Sadly, when they ended up killing themselves because they believed they could 

defy the law of gravity.  Even if you believe gravity does not exist, you are still 

subject to its force. 

It is the same with the law of sowing and reaping.  We are all subject to it.  

 

Let’s read the passage again. 

TEXT -- Galatians 6: 6 Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with 

him who teaches.  
7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will 

also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he 

who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow 

weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who 

are of the household of faith. 

TRANSITION -- We covered the first four observations about sowing and reaping 

last time. (repeat them briefly), now we will look at number five. 

 

5. THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF SEED YOU CAN SOW “For he who sows to his flesh will 

of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap 

everlasting life.” v8 

A. Flesh – Paul wrote to the Galatians and described the works of the flesh: 

 

Galatians 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,[c] 

fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, 

jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, 

murders,[d] drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just 

as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gal%205;&version=50;#fen-NKJV-29176c
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gal%205;&version=50;#fen-NKJV-29178d
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Illus -- What is meant by "the flesh"? Dr. W.G. Scroggie detected ten shades of 

meaning used in the Bible. In nine of the ten, there is no ethical or theological 

content. But the tenth, which is the one Paul mainly employs, does have such 

significance. The flesh may be defined as "man's fallen nature as under the power of 

sin." It is the evil principle in man's nature, the traitor within who is in league with 

the attackers without. The flesh provides the tinder on which the devil's temptations 

can kindle.  (J.O. Sanders, Enjoying Intimacy with God, Moody) 

 

B. Spirit – The Bible is very clear about what the seed sown in Spirit look like. Listen 

to this biblical description of the fruit the Holy Spirit produces: 

Galatians 5: 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

It is the Holy Spirit who produces His fruit in and through us as we yield to His 

control in our lives.  

 

6. THERE ARE TWO DIFFERENT HARVESTS YOU CAN REAP “For he who sows to his 

flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit 

reap everlasting life.” v8 

A. Corruption 

-Things that perish 

-Things that break down 

-Things under the curse 

 

B. Everlasting life 

-Things that are life-giving 

-Things that build up 

-Things that are blessed 

 

7. DON’T BE DISCOURAGED WHILE YOU’RE  SOWING  “And let us not grow weary 

while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.” v9 
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The number one reason we get weary and discouraged when sowing good things: 

BECAUSE REAPING THE VAST MAJORITY OF TIME IS NOT IMMEDIATE. This is why it 

says “we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”  

Illus—This is the time in the process when the temptation is great to dig up the seed 

you have planted. The battle of doubt rages in this period of the process. The enemy 

whispers through your flesh: 

“Do you really think this is good ground?’ 

“Is that really what God meant?” 

“Why hasn’t things changed yet, if you are obeying God?” 

“Why don’t you try something else now, this is not working?” 

YOU MUST REMEMBER -- “You will not fail if you do not quit!” This is the battle of 

faith. Believing what God has said over everything your fleshly man sees and hears. 

DON’T SETTLE FOR A QUICK “FIX” – HOLD OUT FOR A SURE FIX! 

Illus—What would you think about a person who goes out and plants a tomato 

seed in a planter one day and three days later they go out, dig up the seed, and 

with a puzzled look on their face, they ask “Why is this thing not producing 

tomatoes?” We would not consider such a person to be the sharpest knife in the 

drawer would we? Why? Because it takes time. Time means we have to be patient. 

Being patient means we will need the fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit 

means we will be sowing out of the Spirit. This means we will get our good God 

given harvest! 

-If you believe God’s Word that you will eventually reap, then you will have the 

endurance and confidence to keep sowing. 

- The enemy will try to deceive you into believing that this law of sowing and 

reaping does not apply to you, but it applies to us all. 

-We can also be encouraged by the testimonies of others who have experienced 

their harvest. 

 

8. LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO SOW ESPECIALLY TO GOD’S FAMILY  

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who 

are of the household of faith.” v10 
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I will be brief on this last point but notice this about verse 10: 

A. Look for opportunities – There are opportunities to invest and reap all around 

us. 

B. Do good—This is a simple summary of what it means to sow to the Spirit. Do 

good. The Bible says in Acts 10:30 that Jesus was anointed and went about doing 

good. It is not rocket science. Do good! 

C. Sow among God’s family—Always be sensitive to your brothers and sisters in 

Christ and what their needs might be – financially, physically, emotionally 

Be sure you are sowing some seed in the field of God’s family.  

 

CONCLUSION – I encourage each of you to firmly fix in your minds this truth. SOWN 

SEED WILL BECOME GROWN SEED! A seed sown will produce more seed that will 

be sown which produce more seed that will be sown…… The secret is to sow the 

right seed! Let’s make a commitment to do that right now! Pray and ask God what 

seed you need to begin sowing right away. 

Four Triumphant Thoughts about the Lord’s Supper 

by Eddie Lawrence 

ALTERNATE TITLES 

UNDERSTANDING THE LORD’S SUPPER 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT COMMUNION 

THE ORDINANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

A SPECIAL WAY WE SEE JESUS 

1 Corinthians 11: 17  Now in giving these instructions I do not praise [you], since you 

come together not for the better but for the worse.  18  For first of all, when you 

come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I 

believe it.  19  For there must also be factions among you, that those who are 

approved may be recognized among you.  20  Therefore when you come together in 

one place, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper.  21  For in eating, each one takes his own 

supper ahead of [others]; and one is hungry and another is drunk.  22  What! Do you 

not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and shame 

those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not 

praise [you].  23  For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that 
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the Lord Jesus on the [same] night in which He was betrayed took bread;  24  and 

when He had given thanks, He broke [it] and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is 

broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me."  25  In the same manner [He] also 

[took] the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This 

do, as often as you drink [it], in remembrance of Me."  26  For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes.  27  Therefore 

whoever eats this bread or drinks [this] cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 

be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  28  But let a man examine himself, and 

so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  29  For he who eats and drinks in an 

unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's 

body.  30  For this reason many [are] weak and sick among you, and many sleep.  31  

For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.  32  But when we are 

judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the 

world.  33  Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one 

another.  34  But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come together for 

judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come. 

 

1. THE REMEMBRANCE OF HIS SACRIFICE 

Illus--Memory of a loved one. A photo of a loved one causes your heart to be filled 

with memories of that loved one. A Grandparent’s accoridon of photographs of 

grandchildren. A statue in a city square to call attention to some historic event or 

person or the past. A tombstone in a cemetery gives information about the life of a 

person. 

-The Lord chose unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine to be the symbols of 

His sacrifice. 

The reason He wants us to remember is because we are proned to forget. 

Illus--reading a diary or journal reminds you of people and things you thought you 

had forgotten. The words bring back images to your mind. 

 

We we remember Him through the Lord’s Supper we are showing forth His death. It 

is a visual demonstration symbolizing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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2. THE REMISSION OF SINS  

Our sins are remitted because of what He has done. 

Matthew 26: 28  "For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many 

for the remission of sins.  29  "But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine 

from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom."  30  

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

The blood of bulls and goats never took away sins. Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission.  
 
Old Gospel Hymn,  Nothing But the Blood of Jesus written in the 1800’s by Pastor 
Dr. Robert Lowery. It says well what the believer thinks of the blood of Jesus: 
 
What can wash away my sin?  
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

What can make me whole again?  

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 

Refrain: 

O precious is the flow  

that makes me white as snow;  

no other fount I know;  

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

 

For my pardon this I see:  

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

For my cleansing this my plea:  

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
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(Refrain)  

 

Nothing can for sin atone:  

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

Naught of good that I have done:  

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

(Refrain)  

 

This is all my hope and peace:  

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

This is all my righteousness:  

nothing but the blood of Jesus.  

(Refrain)  

 

1 Peter 1: 18  knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, [like] 

silver or gold, from your aimless conduct [received] by tradition from your fathers,  

19  but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 

spot. 

Leviticus 17:11  `For the life of the flesh [is] in the blood, and I have given it to you 

upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it [is] the blood [that] makes 

atonement for the soul. 

Illus-- A mortar round fell into a Vietnamese orphanage. The missionaries were 

killed immediately. An American doctor and nurse arrived on the scene to assess 

the fatalities and injuries. The most critically injured among the children was a little 

8 year old girl. The doctor spoke some broken Vietnamese and the nurse using a 

little French and some creative sign language. After some quick tests, it was 

discovered that there were a few of the children with the same blood type as the 

little girl but none of the adults had her type. Finally, a little Vietnamese boy said 
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he would give his blood. the doctor said “great” and he got right to work. After 

they started the blood going from the little boy to the little girl. The little boy 

started weeping out loud. He was sobbing. They asked if the needle hurt. It wasn’t 

the needle. They were unable to understand him. about that time a Vietnamese 

nurse arrived on the scene. She began talking with the little boy about why he was 

crying. Suddenly, the little boy cheered up and had a radiant smile on his face. The 

doctor asked the Vietnamese nurse what she had said. she revealed that the little 

boy had misunderstood the request. He thought that he would be giving all his 

blood to the little girl. the doctor asked here to ask him why he was willing to do 

such a thing. He replied, “She’s my friend.”  The scripture says that no greater love 

has a no man than this that a man who lays down his life for a friend. (unable to 

find original source for this) 

 

3. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE SAINTS 

It is only something that the saints can experience. Others cannot understand what 

it means to have their sins forgiven. 

1 Corinthians 10: 16  The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of 

the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body 

of Christ?  17  For we, [though] many, are one bread [and] one body; for we all 

partake of that one bread. 

There is a unity here today among those who are saved that cannot be shared with 

those who are not saved. We have cause to rejoice together around the truth of 

redemption. There is a capacity to love that exists outside of our human capacities. 

 

1 Corinthians 11: 17  Now in giving these instructions I do not praise [you], since you 

come together not for the better but for the worse.  18  For first of all, when you 

come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I 

believe it.  19  For there must also be factions among you, that those who are 

approved may be recognized among you.  20  Therefore when you come together in 

one place, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper.  21  For in eating, each one takes his own 

supper ahead of [others]; and one is hungry and another is drunk.  22  What! Do you 

not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and shame 
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those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not 

praise [you]. 

 

-The Church of Corinth had divisions. They had turned the Lord’s Supper in 

gluttony that resulted in some people not having food to eat. 

-Paul said this division and infighting opened the door for sickness, infirmity and 

death among them. 

 

-Creating selfish contentions in the body is the opposite of celebrating communion 

in the body. One is about building up, the other about tearing down. 

-Thinking and reflecting on the great cost that has been paid in order for God bring 

us to Himself and to bring us together as a family, should give us pause when 

considering creating conflict and division within the church. 

 

Today, we must not enter into the Lord’s Supper with a flippant sinful attitude. We 

make light of his sacrifice for sin when we partake with no regard to unconfessed 

sin in our life. 

 

4. THE RETURN OF THE SAVIOR  

1 Corinthians 11:26  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

He is coming back. We shall remember him until he returns. 

Illus—Every time we celebrate the Lord’s Supper together we are voicing our belief 

in a promise. His promise to come back and get us. We are corporately reminding 

ourselves and declaring to the world, what the angels said at his ascension: 

Acts 1:11… “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same 

Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you 

saw Him go into heaven.” 
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CONCLUSION – Let us now prepare our hearts to celebrate communion together.  

The servers are coming and will be passing out the elements to you. While they do 

so, music will be playing. Please use this time to reflect upon Jesus and what He 

has done for you. Also examine your own heart confessing any sin which the Holy 

Spirit convicts you of. In a few moments, we will have the joyous privilege of 

carrying out an ordinance that has been practiced throughout the history of the 

Church. We will join our faith together in worship of the One who died to make us 

one. 

 

 

 

 

 

(The following is a simple Bible study lesson based on Isaiah 58. I included this to be 

used for your mid-week Bible study or Bible study class. Of course it would be a 

sermon as well. You will need to add material to it or allow discussion.) 

ISAIAH 58 
by Eddie Lawrence 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 
THE PATH OF BLESSING 
LEARNING TO RECEIVE BY GIVING 
THE RESTORATION CHAPTER 
FINDING YOUR BLESSING IN THE TIME OF TROUBLE 
 
(This is laid out for you to read the verse then share the point) 

1 "Cry aloud, spare not; Lift up your voice like a trumpet; Tell My 
people their transgression, And the house of Jacob their sins.  

WE ARE TO TAKE A STAND AGAINST SIN IN OUR OWN LIVES. 

__________________________________ 
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2 Yet they seek Me daily, And delight to know My ways, As a nation 
that did righteousness, And did not forsake the ordinance of their 
God. They ask of Me the ordinances of justice; They take delight in 
approaching God.  

YOU CAN DO ALL THE OUTWARD ACTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WITHOUT 
HAVING TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS 

__________________________________ 

 

3 'Why have we fasted,' they say, 'and You have not seen? Why have 
we afflicted our souls, and You take no notice?' "In fact, in the day of 
your fast you find pleasure, And exploit all your laborers. 

FASTING DOES NO GOOD IF OUR ACTIONS ARE UNRIGHTEOUS  

__________________________________ 

 

4 Indeed you fast for strife and debate, And to strike with the fist of 
wickedness. You will not fast as you do this day, To make your voice 
heard on high.  

FASTING AND FLESHLY FIGHTING DO NOT GO TOGETHER 

__________________________________ 

 

5 Is it a fast that I have chosen, A day for a man to afflict his soul? Is it 
to bow down his head like a bulrush, And to spread out sackcloth and 
ashes? Would you call this a fast, And an acceptable day to the Lord?  

THE LORD IS LOOKING FOR MORE THAN RELIGIOUS ROUTINE WITHOUT 
RIGHTEOUS LIVING 

__________________________________ 
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6 "Is this not the fast that I have chosen: To loose the bonds of 
wickedness, To undo the heavy burdens, To let the oppressed go free, 
And that you break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with 
the hungry, And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast 
out; When you see the naked, that you cover him, And not hide 
yourself from your own flesh?  

GOD WANTS US TO TREAT PEOPLE RIGHT AND SHARE WHAT WE HAVE 
WITH THOSE IN NEED. 

__________________________________ 

8 Then your light shall break forth like the morning,  

Your healing shall spring forth speedily,  

And your righteousness shall go before you;  

The glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.  

DOING WHAT IS RIGHT TOWARD OTHERS CAN BRING HEALING AND 
PROTECTION  

__________________________________ 

 
9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; You shall cry, and He 
will say, 'Here I am.'  

"If you take away the yoke from your midst, The pointing of the finger, 
and speaking wickedness, 10 If you extend your soul to the hungry 
And satisfy the afflicted soul,  

Then your light shall dawn in the darkness, And your darkness shall be 
as the noonday.  

DOING WHAT IS RIGHT TOWARD OTHERS AND REFUSING TO ACCUSE 
CAN BRING BLESSINGS AS WELL 
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__________________________________ 

11 The Lord will guide you continually,  

And satisfy your soul in drought,  

And strengthen your bones;  

You shall be like a watered garden,  

And like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.  

DOING WHAT IS RIGHT TOWARD OTHERS CAN BRING FURTHER 
BLESSINGS  

__________________________________ 

 

12 Those from among you Shall build the old waste places;  

You shall raise up the foundations of many generations;  

And you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach, The Restorer of 
Streets to Dwell In.  

DOING WHAT IS RIGHT TOWARD OTHERS SETS THE STAGE FOR 
RESTORATION IN YOUR LIFE 

__________________________________ 

13 "If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, From doing your 
pleasure on My holy day, And call the Sabbath a delight, The holy day 
of the Lord honorable, And shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, 
Nor finding your own pleasure, Nor speaking your own words,  

14 Then you shall delight yourself in the Lord; And I will cause you to 
ride on the high hills of the earth,  

And feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father.  
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The mouth of the Lord has spoken."  

PLACING GOD’S WILL FIRST BRINGS PROMOTION INTO YOUR OWN LIFE 

 

 

 

 

 

Help for Your Heart 

by Eddie Lawrence 

(I include this to be used for a funeral sermon or on visitation.  

It is based on a bible study my wife authored. Put it in your Bible and keep it there. It 

will be a blessing to the many hurting people you will minister to in hospitals, 

nursing homes, and at funerals.)  

 

ALTERNATE TITLES 

What to Do When You’re Overwhelmed? 

The Rock That Is Higher Than I 

Help Me! I’m Overwhelmed. 

Where to Head When You’re in Trouble 

 INTRODUCTION--God’s Word is amazingly beautiful, speaking to our circumstances 

as no other words can. One verse that is a favorite of mine is Psalm 61:2. I have 

quoted it to hurting people for many years now and have clung to it myself during 

times of trouble. So many times when seeking to encourage someone else this 

verse has come into my heart and spirit.  As I thought on the beauty of these 

words today, I wanted to share some simple truths from this verse. 

 TEXT-- 

When my heart is overwhelmed; Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.  

Psalm 61:2 (NKJV) 
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1. GOD KNOWS THERE ARE TIMES WHEN ARE OVERWHELMED 
Sometimes our hearts are overwhelmed. One definition of overwhelmed 
is  to overcome completely in mind or feeling. There are times in our human 
experience that our mind and/or feelings are completely overcome. 

  

2. GOD PROVIDES A PLACE OF SAFETY AND REST 
There is a Rock that is higher than we are. God is our Rock. A rock is a sturdy, 
firm foundation. 

  

3. GOD USES OTHERS TO HELP US FIND THE ROCK 
There are times when we can’t find the Rock by ourselves. We need 
someone else to lead us to Him. 

  

4. GOD STILL SEES AND UNDERSTANDS WHEN WE CAN’T 
His perspective is higher than ours. God has the vantage point from which 
He sees more than we do. We can trust that God is at work in every 
circumstance in our lives. 

This is not to say He causes everything, but He does use everything for good 

to those who love Him (Romans 8:28). 

 

When we do not know and are confused – He does know and is not! 

Quote -- You never know how much you really believe anything until its truth or 
falsehood becomes a matter of life and death. It is easy to say you believe a rope to 
be strong as long as you are merely using it to cord a box. But suppose you had to 
hang by that rope over a precipice. Wouldn’t you then first discover how much you 
really trusted it? -- C. S. Lewis, A Grief Observed 
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Isn’t  is comforting to know that when we find ourselves in the condition of 

being overwhelmed, there is no shame in that with God? He never says that we 

have failed just because we feel overwhelmed. He says that He is the Rock on 

which we can stand, oftentimes being led there by someone else who has been 

there before. And He can give us His perspective and help us stand on a firm 

foundation that never wavers even though we do. That is true help for an 

overwhelmed heart.  

 

JOHN’S THREE-FOLD BLESSING 

by Eddie Lawrence, D. Min. 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

WHAT DOE S IT MEAN TO PROSPER? 

THE BLESSING OF PROSPERITY 

IS IT WRONG TO PRAY FOR PROSPERITY? 

WHAT ARE TRUE RICHES? 

 

INTRODUCTION --  I have a question for everyone today: How many of you would 

like to prosper? Hmmmm. Well, think of this way…How many of you do not want to 

prosper? That’s what I thought. It is safe to say that most of us in this room prefer to 

prosper. Of course this is obvious. 

 

-We prefer to be out of debt than in debt. 

-We prefer to be well rather than sick. 

-We prefer to be blessed of God than cursed of sin. 

 

There is a lot of strong feelings about the issue of prosperity among preachers and 

Bible teachers. So---let me give you what I believe to be a good definition of biblical 

prosperity. 
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Biblical prosperity means that I have God’s promise that I will always have what I 

need to fulfill God’s plans and purposes for my life. 

 

Matthew 6:33 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added to you. 

 

In the later years of the Apostle John’s life he writes a letter than begins with a 

prayer of blessing. This prayer has to do with prosperity biblically speaking. I say, 

biblically speaking because the world narrows the notion of prosperity to money. 

We all know stories of rich people who are miserable. You can be rich and not 

prosperous.   

 

Zig Ziglar says, “I believe that being successful means having a balance of success 

stories across the many areas of your life. You can't truly be considered successful 

in your business life if your home life is in shambles.” 

 

Listen to what John wrote to his friend Gaius and you will see that John’s prayer 

addressed three key areas of Gaius’s life that he wanted him to experience 

prosperity. 

 

3 John 1 The Elder, 

 

To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth:  

 
2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your 

soul prospers. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth 

that is in you, just as you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that 

my children walk in truth. 
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FIRST OF ALL, JOHN’S PRAYER OF BLESSING ENCOMPASSED: 

 

1. MATERIAL PROSPERITY 

“2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things….” 

 

YOU CAN HAVE MONEY AND IT NOT BE YOUR GOD. THIS IS THE KEY. YOU MUST 

ANSWER THE QUESTION—DO I SERVE MONEY OR DOES MONEY SERVE ME? 

 

There are several men in the Bible who were mightily used of God who had great 

possessions. 

 

Bible giants who were wealthy: 

Job 

Abraham 

David 

Solomon 

 

Illus—I heard Zig Ziglar who I mentioned earlier say that he believed that God would 

rather His children have the diamonds in the earth rather than the other crowd. 

Think about it, if the people who put God first have the money then that money will 

be used to serve God’s purposes rather that the world’s purposes. 

 

Illus--From a global perspective, all of us here today, would be considered 

“wealthy.” There are hundreds of millions of people living on less than $2 U.S. 

Dollars per day. We think of Bill Gates as wealthy. A lot of the world thinks of each of 

us as wealthy. Therefore, we should be very grateful for what we have and not 

greedy about what we do not have.  
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WARNING-- The Bible warns about greediness for riches. 

 

1 Timothy 6: 6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought 

nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food 

and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall 

into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown 

men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced 

themselves through with many sorrows. 

 

BLESSINGS -- The Bible tells us of the blessings of riches. 

 

It all hinges on whether or not the heart or the hip pocket is in charge. 

 

Listen to Jesus’ encouraging words: 

Luke 6: 38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure 

that you use, it will be measured back to you.” 

 

THE RICH YOUNG RULER WALKED AWAY FROM JESUS BECAUSE HE COULD NOT 

WALK AWAY FROM MONEY. Then Jesus spoke about money and shares an 

interesting promise to a question Peter asked: 

 

Mark 10: 28 Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.”  
29 So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left 

house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My 

sake and the gospel’s, 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—

houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 

persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life. 
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SOLOMON WROTE  Proverbs 10:22 The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, And He 

adds no sorrow with it. 

 

So we see it is not wrong to expect the blessings of God to come in a financial form 

but we must be sure our motives and hearts are serving God and not Mammon as 

Jesus put it.   

 

Remember, the beloved Apostle John prayed for his friend to prosper in all things. 

 

 

SECONDLY, JOHN’S PRAYER OF BLESSINGS ENCOMPASSED: 

 

2. PHYSICAL PROSPERITY 

“2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health,….” 

 

A. The Heart of Jesus --In Jesus ministry, we often see him ministering healing to 

people who were physically sick. 

B. The Charge to His Disciples – Jesus charged his disciples to minister like he did, 

part of which was praying for the sick. He sent them out with the following 

instructions: 

Matthew 10:  1 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them 

power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all 

kinds of disease…..(then in verse 7) 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 

demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

 

-Regardless of what you think about the application of these verses to today’s 

believers, it shows us God’s heart for sick people.  
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-The anthem of God’s Kingdom is for the will of God to be done on Earth as it is in 

Heaven and there is no sickness in Heaven.  

 

_How do you solve the mystery of why some are healed and some are not? It is not 

for us to solve. It is for us to pray and leave the prayer answering to God.  

 

-Any way you slice it, we fall short if we do not obey the Scripture and pray for the 

sick. With the Apostle John, our heart should be filled with a blessing that says, “I 

want you to be in good health!”  

 

C. The Practice of the Early Church – In James 5, we are taught that the Elders of the 

Church are to pray for the sick and that we all are to pray for each other to be 

healed. 

 

-We are the body of Christ in the Earth today. Just as He ministered God’s grace of 

healing when he walked the earth in his physical body, we are now his feet walking 

and his hands extended. We are to carry his heart for the sick and desire to see 

them touched with the grace of God. 

 

-We should not argue about praying for the sick, we should simply and humbly do it, 

knowing that God is the healer, and that we have been given to privilege to pray on 

behalf of those in need.  

 

-How can it ever be wrong to desire that someone experience freedom from 

anything that is present in the Earth as a result of the curse? 

 

-The good news for believers is that we all will ultimately be liberated from all 

sickness and death and will dwell where it cannot dwell. More good news is that 

through our prayers, we can see victories in the here and now as well! 
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Remember, John prayed for his friend to be in good health! So let’s pray the same 

things for our friends. 

 

LASTLY, JOHN’S PRAYER OF BLESSINGS ENCOMPASSED: 

3. SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY 

“…just as your soul prospers. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and 

testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater 

joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” 

 

-This is the greatest area you can prosper in. You can go to Heaven sick and poor but 

you can’t go to Heaven without Jesus, who is the truth, in your heart and life. 

 

A. John Rejoiced that the fruit of truth was being evidence in Gaius’ life. 

. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you 

-When you are growing spiritually others will notice. The brethren had testified to 

John that Gaius was a man of the truth. 

 

B. John Rejoiced that his friend was walking in the truth. 

, just as you walk in the truth. 

-John understood that it was more than knowing truth but actually walking in the 

truth that one knows that makes the difference. 

-The bible says the person who knows to do good and does not do it, commits sins.  

C. John said it gave him great joy to hear of his children walking in the truth. 

. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” 
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John shows us his heart when he says “I have no greater joy than to hear that my 

children walk in truth. “ He obviously sees this as the most important and so should 

we.  

 

So, with the Apostle John, we too can pray this tri-fold blessing over one another’s 

lives. 

 

CONCLUSION – Share with the congregation that you want to follow in the Apostle’s 

John footsteps and pray for this blessing over them. Pause at this point in the 

sermon and pray for the congregation to be blessed: 

A. In all things 

B. with good health 

C. with a prospering spiritual life by walking in the truth. 

 

After you pray, transition and encourage them to begin regularly praying this 

blessing over their marriages, children, and families. Encourage them to cultivate a 

heart that desires to see God’s favor at work in people’s lives. 
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HOW TO HAVE A GREAT FAITH 

by Eddie Lawrence, D. Min. 

TEXT -- Genesis 12:  

1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: 

 

      “Get out of your country,  

      From your family  

      And from your father’s house,  

      To a land that I will show you. 

 2 I will make you a great nation; 

      I will bless you  

      And make your name great;  

      And you shall be a blessing. 

 3 I will bless those who bless you, 

      And I will curse him who curses you;  

      And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

 

INTRODUCTION -- Jesus said, “Be unto you according to your faith.” God blesses 

faith. I want to have a great faith don’t you? Abraham was known for his great faith. 

Let’s look into Scripture at the account where Abraham first demonstrated his faith. 

Notice that there are three components to a great faith. 
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I. THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLE OF FAITH 

“The LORD had said to Abram” “I will”  

 

The foundational principle of faith is revelation. 

Our faith is to rest upon what God has said. 

Living by faith is doing what God says. 

 

A. Our faith does not rest upon human will 

Gen. 11 Men say “Let us” man’s attempt to reach God 

Gen. 12 God begins speaking to man, this is revelation. He says “I will” 

Faith does not rest on fame, feeling, fortune, etc. 

You may wake up in the morning and not feel saved. feelings are fickle. Faith is solid 

because God is solid. 

Faith always begins with the “I Will” of God. 

 

B. Faith does not rest upon human works 

God did not choose Abram because of his works. He was a pagan idolater. 

He responded to Abram because of Grace. 

 

“But Pastor, I’m not a pagan idolater.” 

Before you gave your life to Christ whom were you serving? 

Romans 4:3-5 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

C. Faith does not rest upon human wisdom 
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Abram did not wake up one day and decide to leave his father and home to a place 

he did not know to start a nation and bless the world. 

“I’m 75, I think I’ll talk to my wife and have a baby.” 

“I’m going to start a new nation.” 

 

These were all God’s plans not Abram’s. 

God’s ways are higher than our ways. 

God did not tell Abram when, where, or how. Just leave and trust me. 

 

We say, “Lord I’ll do it, but I need more information before I can say for sure.” God 

wants us to trust Him because we know He is sure. 

 

Bumper sticker “God said it, I beleive it, that settles it. 

More correctly, God said it and that settles it whether you beleive it or not. 

 

God would not say that He is going to do somethineg if he were not going to do it. 

 

Is your faith resting on what your pastor said, your S.S. teacher said, your feelings or 

what God has said. 

 

II. THE FUNDAMENTAL PREREQUISITE OF FAITH 

The prerequisite of faith is obedience. 

Obedience is required. 

Until you have obeyed it is not faith. 

Henry Blackaby “What you do after God speaks to you reveals what you believe 

about God.”  
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You hedge on God if you do not trust Him. “I know God said it, but....” 

 

That which is not of faith is ------sin. 

Without faith it is impossible to please God. Heb. 11:6 

 

God does not ask you to beleive without evidence. The evidence of God surrounds 

us. This blessed book has been through every test imaginable and has not been 

disproven. 

 

There is only a few of Shakespeare’s works. There are thousands of biblical 

manuscripts. The Bible was written over 1500 years by over 40 different men with 

no contradiction. 

Gen. 12:2 “Abram departed” He obeyed. 

 

Faith often demands separation. Abram left behind his family and past, his 

homeland. God often requires us to let something go. 

 

Deuter. 6:23 

God often has to bring us out so that he might bring us in. He brings us out of 

bondage into blessing. 

 

Order on Scripture---Grace then Peace, Beleive then be baptized, Repent then 

beleive. If you are having trouble with faith try repentance. 

 

Heb. 12:1 which follows the faith chapter.  

Lay aside the hindrances and sin and trust Jesus. 
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If you want to live by faith you must turn away from sin. 

What is it that is holding you back from fulling trusting God? 

Adhere to what God says is good and abhore what God says is bad. 

 

God reveals---that is His side. We obey---thats our side. 

 

III. THE FINISHED PRODUCT OF FAITH 

The end result is blessing. 

“Abram, you will be blessed and be a blessing.” 

 

-God blesses us so that we can bless others.  

-He told Abram, I’ll bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you. 

-God did this, just as He had promised Abram. 

 

-I know that this is a specific promise to Abram but we are his children spiritually. -

We have been blessed today because of Abram’s faith. Through him God brought 

Jesus into the world,  that is through his lineage. 

 

-May it be unto you according to your faith. 
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LET GOD DO IT! 

by Eddie Lawrence, D. Min. 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

YOU AND GOD CAN DO IT! 

MOVING PAST THE STARTING POINT 

ARE YOU SAVED AND GROWING? 

GOD IS FAITHFUL TO GET IT DONE! 

 

1 Thessalonians 5: 16Rejoice evermore. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In every thing give 

thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 19Quench not the 

Spirit. 20Despise not prophesyings. 21Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
22Abstain from all appearance of evil.  

23And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit 

and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.  

 

The first truth from this passage that I would like to share with you is: 

 

1. THE NEW BIRTH IS THE STARTING POINT NOT THE STOPPING POINT. 

God was faithful in calling you to salvation. “Faithful is he that calleth you…” 
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The Bible teaches us in John 6: 44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 

Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

 

How God works when a person gets saved: 

1. The Gospel is shared. They have to hear before they can believe (Rom. 10:17) 

2. The Gospel is heard. (God calls!) 

3. The Holy Spirit convicts and draws. (God calls!) 

4. The person believes, repents, and confesses. (Rom. 10:13) (The person calls for 

God) 

 

Illus—Share you own conversion testimony or a story of a recent conversion you are 

aware of. 

 

The miracle of salvation is the greatest miracle of all. It is a true work of the Holy 

Spirit of God upon the human soul. It actually recreates (1 Cor. 5:17) the person. 

 

NOW I WANTED TO BE CLEAR THAT NOTHING TOPS GETTING SAVED. HAVING SAID 

THAT, GETTING SAVED IS JUST THE STARTING POINT! 

 

Are you living between the tomb and the upper room?  

This is the place where you know Jesus died for you, was buried, and rose from the 

dead—but you are not living in the power of the Pentecost. 

 

-We must trust Jesus for the death that he died to redeem us. His death rescues us 

from sin’s death penalty. 

-We must trust him for the life that he gives to save us. His resurrection life rescues 

from sin’s power. 
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We are not to keep getting saved over and over again. We are to move on into the 

deeper LIFE of Christ! There is so much more that God wants us to see that He can 

do as we trust Him. 

 

So, the second truth from this passage is: 

 

2. WE MUST MAKE OURSELVES AVAILABLE TO WHAT HE HAS MADE AVAILABLE TO 

US. 

 

Calling =present active participle. The one who continues to call out to you.. 

God doesn’t just call us out to save us, He calls us out to do something through us. 

 

The preceding verses 16-23 implies that our choices and consent are involved in this 

process.  

 

We step into the power of His life through active obedience. 

 

*Come on do it God!! Hey, He wants to do it through you. 

 

I want to read verses 16-22 again and add a little commentary-- 

 

16Rejoice evermore.—not, gripe evermore  

17Pray without ceasing.---not, worry without ceasing  

18In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

---not, in everything make a complaint 

19Quench not the Spirit.---not, suffocate the Spirit  

20Despise not prophesying.---not, despise the prophetic 
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21Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. ---not, to fall for everything 

22Abstain from all appearance of evil.---not, to be drawn to that which is evil.  

 

These things serve as an acid test to let us know if we are growing and letting God 

give to us the things we need to grow. 

 

Answer these questions and see how you are doing: 

 

A. Are you rejoicing? 

B. Are you experiencing an ongoing prayer life of communion with God? 

C. Are you living in an attitude of gratitude? 

D. Are you saying “YES” to the Holy Spirit’s promptings? 

E. Are you despising what God may be saying to you or through you? 

F. Are you exercising discernment in the choices you make? 

H. Are you saying “No” to opportunities to involve yourself in evil? 

 

 

 

3. WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE POWER OF THE GREATER LAW OF LIFE  

Who will do it. 

 

(THE FOLLOWING IS FOR A WORD STUDY TO EXPLAIN HOW THIS PHRASE SHOWS 

THAT GOD WILL CARRY OUT AND EXECUTE THINGS IN A MANNER THAT IS WELL 

AND GOOD IN YOUR LIFE. HE WILL PERFORM HIS PROMISES IN YOUR LIFE. YOUR 

PART IS TO OBEY.HIS PART IS TO DO IT.  

 

Will do it= 4160  { poy-eh’-o}  
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apparently a prolonged form of an obsolete primary; TDNT - 6:458, 895; v 

 

AV - do 357, make 113, bring forth 14, commit 9, cause 9, work 8, show 5, bear 4, 

keep 4, fulfil 3, deal 2, perform 2, not tr 3, misc 43, vr do 3; 579 

 

GK - 4472 { poievw } 

 

1) to make 

1a) with the names of things made, to produce, construct, form, fashion, 

etc. 

1b) to be the authors of, the cause 

1c) to make ready, to prepare 

1d) to produce, bear, shoot forth 

1e) to acquire, to provide a thing for one’s self 

1f) to make a thing out of something 

1g) to (make i.e.) render one anything 

1g1) to (make i.e.) constitute or appoint one anything, to appoint or 

ordain one that 

1g2) to (make i.e.) declare one anything 

1h) to put one forth, to lead him out 

1i) to make one do something 

1i1) cause one to 

1j) to be the authors of a thing (to cause, bring about) 

2) to do 

2a) to act rightly, do well 
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2a1) to carry out, to execute 

2b) to do a thing unto one 

2b1) to do to one 

2c) with designation of time: to pass, spend 

2d) to celebrate, keep 

2d1) to make ready, and so at the same time to institute, the 

celebration of the passover 

2e) to perform: to a promise) 

 

 

-John 15:5 Without Him you can do nothing—Now think about it, how much then to 

you really contribute?  

 

 

-Romans 8: 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 

the law of sin and death.  

 

Illus—Law of Gravity 

  Law of aero dynamics supersedes the others 

 

Airplane—breaks the law of gravity with the greater law of aero dynamics, BUT, then 

cut the engines, the lesser law takes back over. 

 

-When we fail to allow the Holy Spirit who releases the law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus within us, then the law of sin and death takes back over to control us.  
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-We do not have to live subject to the law of sin and death because the superseding 

law of life in Christ Jesus is within us. 

 

-Romans 8: 11But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, 

he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 

Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

 

To be in Christ equips you for heaven. (SALVATION) 

For Christ to be in you equips you for earth (SERVICE) 

 

To be in Christ -----redemption 

For Christ to be in you -----sanctification 

 

To be in Christ ---changes your destination 

For Christ to be in you ---changes your destiny 

 

CONCLUSION – You and I are to live in the power of His life with our salvation resting 

on the salvation secured through his death.  

 

-Have you made the starting point your stopping point? It’s time to grow in Christ. 

-Are you making yourself available to all that He has made available to you through 

His life? 

-Are you resting on the promise that He will do through you what has to be done to 

fulfill His will? 
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THE POWER OF A CLEAR CONSCIENCE 

By Eddie Lawrence,  D.Min. 

 

(This message could easily be a two-part series or a Bible study) 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

THE TRUTH ABOUT CONSCIENCE 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT CONSCIENCE 

GOD AND YOUR CONSCIENCE 

CONSCIENCE--YOUR INTERNAL COMPASS 

 

(Note: I have included numerous Scriptures throughout this teaching, so you can 

select to use the ones that seem most appropriate to you.) 

 

INTRODUCTION -- Arthur Conan Doyle found great humor in a practical joke he 

played on twelve famous friends. Doyle sent every one of these virtuous and highly 

respected men the same telegram: "Fly at once; all is discovered." Within twenty-

four hours, the dozen men of reputation had taken a trip out of the country. (With a 

creative mind like that it is no wonder Sir Arthur Conan Doyle created Sherlock 

Holmes.)  

No matter how noble our reputation is, we all have areas of shame and deeds we 

hope no one discovers. The only lasting solution to a guilty conscience is the 

forgiveness of God himself. (See Romans 8:1.) -- This Way to Happiness, Clyde 

Narramore, p. 13 
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When asked to define conscience, one six-year-old boy wasn't quite sure what it was 

but thought it had something to do with feeling bad when you kick girls.  

--Focus on the Family Bulletin, Aug. 1993 

 

We all have a conscience and it is very important that it be clear and clean. Listen to 

the following quotes: 

 

Conscience is the inner voice that warns us that someone may be looking. 

-H. L. Mencken 

 

No hell like a bad conscience.  

 —John Crowne, The Ambitious Statesman, Act V, Sc. Iii 

 

Conscience warns us as a friend before it punishes as a judge.  

 —Stanislaus Leszcynski 

 

 

(The following is a word study to familiarize you with the word Conscience) 

Strong's Number:   4893  Browse Lexicon  

Original Word Word Origin 

suneivdhsiß from a prolonged form of (4894) 

Transliterated Word TDNT Entry 

Suneidesis 7:898,1120 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/browse.cgi?number=4893&version=kjv
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/grk.cgi?number=4894&version=kjv
http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/#Legend
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Phonetic Spelling Parts of Speech 

soon-i'-day-sis     Noun Feminine  
 

 Definition 

1. the consciousness of anything  
2. the soul as distinguishing between what is morally good and bad, prompting 

to do the former and shun the latter, commending one, condemning the 
other  

a. the conscience  

 </TD< TR>  

 King James Word Usage - Total: 32 

conscience 32 

 

 

TEXT -- 1 John 3: 16By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we 

also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17But whoever has this world’s 

goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the 

love of God abide in him? 18My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, 

but in deed and in truth. 19And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall 

assure our hearts before Him. 20For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than 

our heart, and knows all things. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we 

have confidence toward God. 22And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because 

we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 23And 

this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus 

Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment. 

24Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this 

we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/cgi-bin/lexicon.pl?id=4893g
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Illus—When you meet a police car do you feel guilty? Do you look in the rear view 

mirror to see if he is turning to come after you? When you hear a siren do you 

automatically check to see if you are doing something wrong? 

 

 

1. TRUTH WILL CONVICT THE CONSCIENCE UNLESS IT HAS CONSISTENTLY 

REBELLED AGAINST THE TRUTH 

 

Joh 8:9 - Show Context  

Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one 

by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, 

and the woman standing in the midst.  

 

2. A GOOD CONSCIENCE BEFORE GOD AND MAN IS THE GOAL 

 

Ac 23:1  Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, "Men and brethren, I have 

lived in all good conscience before God until this day."  

 

Ac 24:16 - This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense 

toward God and men.  

 

Heb 13:18 - Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all 

things desiring to live honorably. 

 

 

3. THE CONSCIENCE HAS GOD’S LAW STAMPED UPON IT 

 

Ro 2:15 - who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=joh+8:9&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?passage=joh+8:9&version=nkj&context=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=ac+23:1&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=ac+24:16&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=heb+13:18&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=ro+2:15&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
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bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing 

them)  

 

 

4. THE CONSCIENCE SHOULD BE IN AGREEMENT AND UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

Ro 9:1 - I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me 

witness in the Holy Spirit,  

 

Illus -- From the wisdom of Bill Keane's Family Circus comes a little jewel that helps 

define conscience. While the two little brothers were contemplating a deed that 

didn't seem right, the older brother felt the prick of his conscience and said, 

"Conscience is like Mommy tellin' you not to do somethin' but she isn't there." 

--Houston Chronicle, Feb. 24, 1993, p. 10D 

 

 

Illus-Conscience is trained and must be trained to obey the Spirit.  

 

Illus -A head hunter may have no conscience about scalping a man from another 

tribe, but may feel guilty about killing a monkey, because he has been taught that 

monkeys are sacred. What is fed into the mind concerning what is right or wrong will 

determine how the conscience works. 

. http://www.true-life.org.uk/pages/lgodsway.htm 

 

 

5. THE CONSCIENCE SHOULD BOW BEFORE LAW 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=ro+9:1&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
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Ro 13:5 - Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for 

conscience' sake.  

 

The above verse tells us that we are to obey the law that has been laid down by the 

government. Government can be corrupt at times and put us in a place where we 

have to choose to obey God’s government or man’s government. 

 

Never do anything against conscience, even if the state demands it.  

 —Albert Einstein 

 

 

 

6. THE CONSCIENCE IS ACTIVATED BY KNOWLEDGE 

 

1Co 8:7 - However, there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, with 

consciousness of the idol, until now eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their 

conscience, being weak, is defiled.  

 

Illus- An overdue bill that you do not know is overdue does not bother you, but 

when you receive notice it immediately bothers you. The knowledge of the law 

brings the conviction of sin.  

 

1Co 8:10 - For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, 

will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things 

offered to idols?  

 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=ro+13:5&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+8:7&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+8:10&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
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1Co 8:12 - But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak 

conscience, you sin against Christ.  

 

1Co 10:25 - Eat whatever is sold in the meat market, asking no questions for 

conscience' sake;  

 

1Co 10:27 - If any of those who do not believe invites you to dinner, and you desire 

to go, eat whatever is set before you, asking no question for conscience' sake.  

 

 

1Co 10:28 - But if anyone says to you, "This was offered to idols," do not eat it for 

the sake of the one who told you, and for conscience' sake; for "the earth is the 

Lord's, and all its fullness."  

 

1Co 10:29 - "Conscience," I say, not your own, but that of the other. For why is my 

liberty judged by another man's conscience?  

 

 

 

7. A GOOD CONSCIENCE GUARDS AGAINST YOUR FAITH BEING SHIPWRECKED 

 

1Ti 1:5 - Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a 

good conscience, and from sincere faith,  

 

1Ti 1:19 - having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, 

concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,  

 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+8:12&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+10:25&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+10:27&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+10:28&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1co+10:29&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1ti+1:5&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1ti+1:19&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
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1Ti 3:9 - holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.  

 

Illus-When you allow your conscience to become confused, you will get into error. 

This will cause you to draw the conclusion that “right is wrong” and “wrong is right.” 

It is not what we feel that determines what is moral or immoral, it is what God says. 

His principles have to guide us into truth when it may not be spelled out clearly. 

 

Illus—Whatever we embrace as the standard determines the direction our 

conscience will take. 

 

            Some radical Muslims feel it is right to kill Americans. 

            Some people believe it is right to kill unborn children. 

            Some people believe it is right to kill doctors who perform abortions 

 

8. THE CONSCIENCE CAN BECOME SEARED 

 

1Ti 4:2 - speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot 

iron,  

  

Tit 1:15 - To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and 

unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled.  

 

Illus—A seared place is a place that has been burned as by a hot iron. The scar 

remaining is tough and insensitive. 

 

Illus-- If you set your alarm clock at night, but persistently ignore it in the morning, 
the time will come when you will sleep right through it. If a person willfully goes on 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1ti+3:9&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1ti+4:2&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=tit+1:15&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
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ignoring 'the inner voice', it will stop speaking. That means 'a seared conscience' 
(see l Tim 4:2). http://www.true-life.org.uk/pages/lgodsway.htm 

 

Personal Illustration -- During my college years—in my infinite wisdom—it occurred 
to me that it made no sense to stop at red traffic lights when there was clearly no 
traffic around. So I began to stop only briefly—just long enough to check for cars—
and then proceed. My stops became shorter and shorter, and eventually I no 
longer stopped at all. I simply checked out the landscape well in advance and—if 
no cars were coming—proceeded full speed through the red light. 
One day something changed all of that, and I've never run a red light since. I was 
approaching an isolated light in an area where there was rarely traffic in the busiest 
of times. I had already checked out the landscape and was near the empty 
intersection when a car topped the hill to my left. It was too far away to pose any 
threat, but it did pose a problem: it was a police car. But that is not what changed 
my ways, because I got the car stopped and received no more punishment than a 
dirty glance. 
What scared me enough to put an end to that practice was what occurred in the 
split seconds between spotting the patrol car and getting the car stopped. In that 
instant, my foot moved from the gas pedal to the brake pedal, and then back to the 
gas pedal! I did not will it to do that; my foot just did it. My foot did that because 
that is how I had trained my mind to respond. I had continually ignored what had 
once been a clear signal to stop—a red light—and as a result that signal was no 
longer clear. 
The same occurs with sin. Our God-given conscience gives us warning signals, and 
we can heed those signals or ignore them. If we ignore them often enough, we may 
eventually fail to recognize them as signals at all. 
 

 

9. THE CONSCIENCE IS MADE CLEAR AND CLEAN BY THE BLOOD OF JESUS 

  

Heb 9:14 - how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 

serve the living God?  

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=heb+9:14&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
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Illus—Don’t try to bury conscience with dead works. It is the blood that we look to 

not our works. When we began relying on our religious routines for our sense of 

self-worth and personal value, then we become self-centered instead of God-

centered. Our internal compass is swayed by this mistake and we devalue the place 

of the blood of Jesus. 

 

Heb 10:22 - let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 

hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.  

  

1Pe 2:19 - For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one 

endures grief, suffering wrongfully.  

 

1Pe 3:16 - having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those 

who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed.  

 

1Pe 3:21 - There is also an antitype which now saves us--baptism (not the removal of 

the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

 

CONCLUSION -- Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire, 

called Conscience. —George Washington, Moral Maxims,  

 Virtue and Vice, “Conscience” 

 

 

 

 

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=heb+10:22&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1pe+2:19&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1pe+3:16&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1pe+3:21&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
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THREE SCRIPTURES AND THE WILL OF GOD 

by Eddie Lawrence, D. Min. 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

THREE STATEMENTS ABOUT THE WILL OF GOD 

THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOUR LIFE 

HOW TO LIVE OUT THE WILL OF GOD 

ARE YOU IN THE WILL OF GOD? 

 

Introduction--An inexperienced seminary graduate went to a church in hopes of 

becoming their next pastor. Figuring he better impress them with his brilliance, he 

preached on the attributes of God and used as many theological terms as he could 

find in his books. He admittedly mispronounced a few of them but figured none of the 

people would know the difference. This became most evident when a little old lady 

met him at the back door. She scoldingly said, “Young man, I don’t care what you say, 

I still believe in God!” 

 

Sometimes we can be confused about what the Bible says. But there are some areas 

that such confusion should not exist. We should all want to know what it means to be 

in the will of God. I like what I once heard Dr. Adrian Rogers say, “Don’t worry about 

the parts of the Bible you don’t understand, just obey the parts that you do 

understand.” There are plenty of Scriptures that teach us about the will of God for our 

lives and how to live in the will of God. 
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TRANSITION—We will look at several Scriptures in this message in order to see some 

basic principles about living in the will of God. 

 

Our first Scripture is in Romans 12 where we will see that -- 

1. GOD’S WILL IS DONE WHEN WE YIELD AND SURRENDER TO GOD 

 

Romans 12: 1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 

Paul taught the Roman Christians that they were to present themselves yielded and 

surrendered to the Lord with renewed minds in order to find themselves in that place 

of the perfect will of God. 

 

The image is the altar of sacrifice. In the Old Testament days, the animals who were 

brought there to die, would smell the death in the air and resist but finally their 

struggle ended and they were offered up. We too, have to come to the end of our 

struggle in order to prove God’s will in our lives. 

 

This is the laying down of our own will in order to do His will. Jesus prayed. “Not my 

will but thy will be done.” We all have to come to such a place of surrender. When 

we do, we can influence others to surrender as well. 

 

Illus-In 1992 a store manager called his security officer with a problem. Such calls 

were not unusual in this Portland, Oregon store but this time something very 

different was happening. The manager explained how someone had been in earlier 

and confessed to once switching price tags and wanted to make it right. One hour 

later another person came to the manager confessing, “i’ve stolen from your store. 

If you feel you must arrest me, then that’s what you must do.” In bewilderment the 
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manager turned to the security officer and asked, “What’s happening?” In repsonse 

the officer simply said, “Billy Graham is in town!”  

 

May we live in such a way that our presence has a radical influence around us. The 

surrendered life enjoys will exhibit the influence of being in the will of God.  

 

Have you surrendered to His will? Are you resisting laying it all down? Is your flesh 

fighting wanting to hold on to one last breath?  

 

Illus—The old hymn, I SURRENDER ALL 

 

Our second Scripture is in Ephesians 6 where we will see that -- 

2. GOD’S WILL IS TO DONE FROM A SINCERE HEART 

 

Ephesians 6: 5Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to 

the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 6not with 

eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God 

from the heart, 7with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 
8knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, 

whether he is a slave or free. 

 

Paul tells the Ephesians that they are do the will of God from the heart. In other words, 

we must do it sincerely with the right motivation, not for vainglory but for His glory. 

Not to impress man but to worship God. 

 

It is not just enough to do God’s will but we should seek to do it from the heart. We 

should pray that our heart would reflect God’s heart. 
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Illus--Bob Pierce founded World Vision over 40 years ago. His heart of compassion was 

born out of the suffering he saw during the Korean War. He was moved by the pain he 

witnessed in innocent children. As a young minister, Pierce had written in the flyleaf of 

his Bible, “Let my heart be broken by the things that break the heart of God.” When 

he returned home with a broken heart he knew what God wanted him to do. Godly 

ambition begins with a heart that is broken by the things that break the heart of God. 

 

In our Bible belt culture it is sometimes the popular thing to do to quote Scripture and 

be religious. But sincerity in doing the will of God is so vital. God wants our inward 

heart not just an outward act. We can be double minded, thinking we are serving the 

Lord when He really does not have our heart. This reminds me of a story about a 

soldier about to enter battle. 

 

Humor-As the soldiers prepared for a front-line attack from the enemy, a young private 

handed his buddy a letter. “If I don’t make it back and you do, would you take this 

letter and see that Sally gets it? Tell her my last thoughts were of her, and her name 

was the last word on my lips. And here’s a letter for Helen too. Tell her the same thing. 

 

The third Scripture is in Colossians 4 where we will see that -- 

3. THE WILL OF GOD AFFECTS ALL THE AREAS OF OUR LIVES. 

 

Colossians 4: 12Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, greets you, always 

laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all 

the will of God. 

 

*Some people have the notion that there are areas of their lives that God has nothing 

to do with. 

Paul said, “In everything give thanks, for this the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 

you.” (1Thess 5) “Whatever you do, do all for the glory of God.” 
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If we are not careful there will be areas of our lives to which we are blind to the will 

of God. 

 

In order to stand perfect and complete in all the will of God, we must first believe that 

there is a will of God for our lives. I believe the Bible teaches us that God has a plan 

for our lives.  

 

THE BIG THREE DECISIONS FOR MOST OF US ARE: 

 

A. Life’s Master – Who are you going to serve? Who is going to direct your life? 

 

B. Life’s Mate – Who are you going to spend life with? Who are you going to marry? 

 

**If you are not careful, your own soul will talk you out of the will of God. 

 

We will follow emotions: 

Illus-As the daughter brought her date to meet her parents, the mother was terrified 

by the young man’s tattoos, long hair, beard, earring, heavy boots, and overall rough 

appearance. In concern, she pulled her daughter aside and asked, “Honey, is he nice?” 

The girl was taken back by such a question from her mother. She said, “Of course, he’s 

nice. If he wasn’t nice why would he be doing 5000 hours of community service?” 

 

 

 

C. Life’s Mission – What are you going to do with your life? What purpose does your 

life have? If we are not careful we will reason ourselves based on the temporal things 

of the world. Money, pleasure, and convenience may dictate to us what we are to do 

with our lives. 
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We will follow reason: 

Proverbs 3: 5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own 

understanding;6In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7 Do 

not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 

 

Illus -- Henry Blackaby talks about “The crisis of belief.” 

There will always be another voice trying to talk you out of doing the will of God. You 

will be told why you can’t do it. Why it doesn’t make sense. Why another way is a 

better way. Why waiting a while will improve things. Always, there will be a voice 

competing against the voice of the Spirit. If you heed the wrong voice you will never 

do the will of God. But if you learn to hear the voice of God and you know that God 

has spoken you are not afraid of an army of wrong voices.  

 

THINK OF THE CRISIS OF FAITH THE FOLLOWING FACED IN ORDER TO DO WHAT GOD 

WANTED THEM TO DO WITH THEIR LIVES: 

-Little David and his sling marched out against Goliath at the voice of God. 

-Gideon and his 300 took on the thousands at the voice of God. 

-Jesus raised the dead at the voice of God. 

-Peter walked on water at the voice of God. 

-Paul won cities to Christ at the voice of God. 

 

Billy Graham was told at Bible College that he would never make a preacher. I’m glad 

he listened to the voice of God. 

 

Trust in the Lord and He will direct your path! 

 

CONCLUSION – Have you surrendered it all to the Lord? 



232 

 

Are you obeying God inwardly from the heart? 

Have you sought His will in all areas of your life? 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

PRAYING THE LORD’S PRAYER 

8 TRUTHS ABOUT THE LORD’S PRAYER 

UNDERSTANDING THE LORD’S PRAYER 

PRAYER BASICS 101 

 

HUMOROUS INTRODUCTION -- Two secretaries were taking a tea break when they 

began to talk about their respective churches.  

"I never knew you went to church," said the first one. "I'll bet you twenty dollars 

you can't even recite the Lord's prayer."  

"Oh yes, I CAN," said the second.  

"Well, then, let's HEAR it," said the first.  

The second one began, "Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to 

keep..."  

The first secretary listened with astonishment. "Wow!" she said. "Here's your 

twenty dollars. I sure didn't think you knew it!" (Elbourne Illustrations) 

TRANSITION – Well let me tell you, if you just happen to know the real Lord’s 

prayer, I want to encourage you to blow the dust off it and begin unleashing the 

tremendous power that is available through it. Let’s read it from the Gospel of 

Matthew. 

  

TEXT -- Matthew 6: 9 In this manner, therefore, pray:  

 

      Our Father in heaven,  

      Hallowed be Your name.  
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       10 Your kingdom come.  

      Your will be done  

      On earth as it is in heaven.  

       11 Give us this day our daily bread.  

       12 And forgive us our debts,  

      As we forgive our debtors.  

       13 And do not lead us into temptation,  

      But deliver us from the evil one.  

      For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

TRANSITION – We call this passage the Lord’s prayer because it is the prayer the 

Lord taught his disciples to pray. It is no learning to recite it but to pray it in faith 

and to live by it. This prayer is very powerful because it targets our prayers in some 

very important areas. Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

 

Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

I.  THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD 

“Our Father in heaven,” 

 

In the Christian life we relate to God on different levels. These are borne out in the 

Bible. 

 

A. A servant 

B. A friend 

C. A Son 

 

We make a great advance in our walk with God when we receive the revelation 

that He is our Heavenly Father. It is then we experience great security and agree 

with the cry of the Holy Spirit within us who cries out through us “Abba.” This is 

the word that means “Daddy” or “Papa.”  
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Jesus modeled for us how he lived in communion with His Father. It is through 

viewing God as Father that we begin to understand the depth of His intimate love 

for us. 

 

Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

II. THE HOLINESS OF GOD 

“Hallowed be Your name.” 

  

-The holiness of God is one of the foundational attributes of the nature and 

character of God. He is altogether “whole” and “holy.”   

-He possesses none of the attributes of evil and is the source of all goodness. 

-Sin is not found in Him nor can it abide near Him. 

-In declaring the holiness of God in our approach to Him, we acknowledge His 

transcendent goodness and perfection. His moral virtues are without even the 

reflection of a flaw.  

 

As his creation, we Hallow His Name! 

 

God is above and beyond all--He is holy! 

 

Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

III. THE RULE OF GOD 

“  10 Your kingdom come.  

      Your will be done  

      On earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

-Desire to do and promote God’s will. 
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Question: Do you want God to be in charge of the world? Then, is He in charge of 

your life? 

 

Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

IV. THE PROVISIONS OF GOD 

“       11 Give us this day our daily bread. “ 

  

-Acknowledgement of where our blessings come. He is our Provider. 

-The fact that our pantries are full should cause us to pray all the more--

thanksgiving! 

 

Illus-Man who always prayed for God to help the poor but never helped them 

himself. His little boy told him one day. “Daddy, I wish I had your corn crib. then I 

could answer your prayer.” 

 

Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

V. THE FORGIVENESS OF GOD 

“12 And forgive us our debts,  

      As we forgive our debtors.” 

 

 A. Forgiveness received 

Our loving Father God sees us through the blood of Jesus not through our sins. 

 B. Forgiveness given 

Because we have received forgiveness, we are to pass it on. Otherwise, we close 

our hearts to the effects of the forgiveness we so desperately need. 

 

Question: Is there someone you need to forgive? Do not refuse to do so. 
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Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

VI. THE GUIDANCE OF GOD  

“       13 And do not lead us into temptation,” 

 

-This is another facet of learning to walk with God. You rest in the knowledge that 

He knows what you need better than you know yourself. You also realize that He 

knows your weaknesses better than you know them yourself. 

 

Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

VII. THE PROTECTION OF GOD 

“      But deliver us from the evil one.” 

 

-Awareness of Satan’s schemes and our own soul’s snares. 

-This is something we fo not appreciate unless we feel its absence. 

 

Through praying this prayer we begin to focus upon: 

VIII. THE GLORY OF GOD 

“For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” 

 In the end--He is all in all. 

 When the show is over--God’s glory will be at center stage. 

 

CONCLUSION – After having shared all this with you, let me conclude by simply 

saying,  “The proof and power of this prayer is discovered through the praying of it.” 
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THREE THINGS WE ALL NEED 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

HUMAN HEART BASICS 

HEART YEARNINGS 

THREE YEARNINGS OF THE HUMAN HEART 

WHAT WE ALL NEED THAT WE CAN ALL HAVE 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

The wishbones wish somebody else would do the work. 

The jawbones talk a lot about what they are going to do but do little else. 

The knucklebones knock what everyone else does. 

The funny bones. You ask them to do something and they just look at you funny. 

The backbones actually do the work. 

 

TRANSITION: God wants us all to be backbones. He wants us all to be involved in 

what He is doing in this world. Listen, God is at work in Florence, Alabama. He 

wants you to join Him. What is it that keeps us from diving in, catching a wave, and 

surfing for Jesus. 

 

I am glad that you chose to be here tonight. You could have stayed home and been 

a couch potato, but you chose to come and be blessed. 

 

THREE THINGS THAT WE ALL WANT AND WE ALL NEED AND WE CAN ALL HAVE: 

 

The first thing we all need is: 
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1. ACCEPTANCE 

Ephesians 1:3  Blessed [be]  the  God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing  in   the  heavenly [places]  in  Christ,  4  just 

as He chose us  in  Him before  the  foundation of  the  world, that we should be 

holy and without blame before Him  in  love,  5  having predestined us to adoption 

as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to  the  good pleasure of His will,  6  to  

the  praise of  the  glory of His grace, by which He has made us  accepted   in   the   

Beloved .  

 

What is the opposite of being accepted? It is being rejected! Rejection is a 

powerful thing. It’s amazing what we will do to impress people and be accepted. 

 

Humor- A Major was assigned to a new office on a military base. While working to 

set up his office a Private knocked on his door. The Major quickly picked up the 

phone and motioned for the Private to enter. On the phone the Major said, “Yes 

sir, General Schwarzkopf, I think that is an excellent idea. (Pause) No sir, that’s fine, 

you call me any time, I’m glad I could help. (Pause) Yes sir, I will, and you give my 

best to your family as well. Thank you sir, and a good day to you too, General 

Schwarzkopf.”  

As the Major hung up the phone he turned to the Private and asked, “What can I 

do for you Private?” Rather embarrassed, the Private mumbled, “Uh, sir, I’m just 

here to hook up the phone.” 

 

Personal Testimony(You can use this as  an illustration about a “Pastor in Seminary)--

I was really shy as a child and still am in a lot of ways. I had a partially cleft lip until 

after I was married. I struggled to accept who I was. 

Until recently I struggled with a great sense of unworthiness. I found myself in a 

“penance based” belief system. Not that I would have said it, but my actions 

indicated that I still tried to earn God’s acceptance. I thought that I had to do 

something for Him before He would do something for me. It was in my second year 

of seminary that I began experiencing significant breakthrough. I was reading a 
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book required by Dr. Wilkes in the class entitled “The Holy Spirit and Devotional 

Life.” The book was written by a godly Chinese pastor by the name of Watchman 

Nee and was entitled “The Normal Christian Life.” In that book there was a section 

about the blood of Jesus Christ and how much that it was valued by God the 

Father. It was at that point that I received into my spirit that I was accepted by God 

the Father on the basis of what Jesus had done; not my own merit. I did not have 

to earn God’s love. I had it. God accepted me. This truth I had known in my head 

was suddenly made real in my heart! This is the revelation that changes trying to 

trusting and achieving to receiving.  

 

The person who suffered the worst rejection is the Lord Jesus. The world spit in his 

face and His Father had to turn away from him. 

He understands our need to be accepted. 

 

The second thing we all need is: 

2. AFFECTION 

Mark 10:13 Jesus Blesses Little Children  

Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the 

disciples rebuked those who brought them.  14 But when Jesus saw it, He was 

greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not 

forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.  

 

The Power of Touch 

 

Illus--A study was done among infant orphans in Europe after the war. It was 

discovered that those babies that were caressed and handled survived. But the 

babies who received no physical touch died, even though they were fed. Human 

beings need affection. We need to be touched. The Bible says “Jesus is touched 

with the feelings of our infirmities.” (Heb. 4:13) 



241 

 

 

Illus-One Sunday in a church service as a Deacon was passing the offering plate 

from one row of pews to the next. He felt led to gently reach out and touch and 

lightly grasp the shoulder of a doctor who sat at the end of the row. The doctor 

had recently gone through his second divorce.  Later in the day he called the 

Deacon’s home and asked him to meet him at his office. When the Deacon arrived  

and entered the office he found the doctor weeping. The broken hearted physician 

began sharing with the caring deacon how much that “touch” meant to him. He 

was falling apart on the inside and needed to know that someone cared. 

 

Think of the people in the Scripture who were touched by one touch of Jesus. How 

many people do we know that are falling apart on the inside and simply need a 

touch of affirming love?  

 

How many people are filled with fear and need to know they are not alone? 

 

Humor-Little girl was frightened one night during a thunderstorm. She came and 

crawled into Daddy and Mommy’s bed. The mon told her “Honey, don’t be scared. 

God is in there with you. The little girl said “Mommy, why don’t I sleep here with 

Daddy and you go in there with God.” We all need to feel close to other people. 

 

Many times we are insensitive. The church is the one place you ought to be able to 

come and be loved.  

 

The third thing we all need is: 

3. APPRECIATION 

Luke 7:44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this 

woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet , but she has 

washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head.  45 You 

gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I 
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came in.  46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My 

feet with fragrant oil.  47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are 

forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little."   

 

 

There is a shortage of the attitude of gratitude.  

 

What has created this attitude? Receiving without giving.  

 

APPLICATION: The principle of reciprocation. Whatever you give will come back to 

you. Give to someone else what your heart needs and you will receive it back 

multiplied. 

 

A. We tend to reject those who reject us. 

B. We tend to hate those who hate us. 

C. We tend to be most ungrateful to those who most unconditionally give to us.  

 

Charles Swindoll, “I am convinced that life is ten percent what happens to me and 

ninety percent how I react to it.” 

 

Take some steps of faith right now. Move toward God. It’s hard to steer a parked 

car, you need to take a step toward God and then you will experience Him leading 

your life. 

 

CONCLUSION:  

We all need to acceptance, affection, and appreciation. And we can all give it to 

someone else. As believers, we all have these three important things in our 
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relationship with God. We need to receive from Him and we will have to give to 

others as well. 

 

Lead the people in a time of thanking God for His love and acceptance. Think of 

someone that you can express appreciation to. 
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RIGHT PLUS MIGHT! 

by Eddie Lawrence 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

OPERATING IN YOUR GOD GIVEN AUTHORITY 

LEARNING TO LIVE UNDER AUTHORITY AND WITH AUTHORITY 

UNDERSTANDING AUTHORITY 

KNOWING WHO BACKS YOU UP! 

 

 

INTRODUCTION—A police officer can stop four lanes of traffic while a hitchhiker 

can’t stop one single vehicle. Why is that? It is because the police officer has been 

invested with authority. Of course, a single vehicle could run over him, but then 

the power of the entire State which he serves is behind him to back him up. We 

pull over when the blue light behind us starts flashing because of the authority it 

represents. 

 

We too, as God’s officers in the Earth, have been given spiritual authority. 

 

The Greek word for authority is exousia and it means right plus might. It speaks of 

position plus power, standing plus strength. It speaks of having been given 

executive power. Position with the power to advance the kingdom of God on 

earth. That’s what we have as believers—RIGHT + MIGHT. 

Listen to the following scriptures: 

 

Matthew 16: 19And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 

whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 

shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  
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Matthew 18: 18Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
19Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing 

that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20For 

where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 

them.  

 

NOTICE: 

1. WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN FAMILY AUTHORITY 
John 1:12 

You have to become a child of God. Are you saved? 

A. You have the family name (Christian) 
Illus-Ole mountaineer (are you a Christian, lost, are you ready for judgment day) 

 

B. B. You have the family seal 
 

C. You have the family inheritance 
 

D. You have the family home (John 14:1-3) 
 

Declaration: I am a Christian, a child of God. I have what God says I have. I can do 

what God says I can do. I can be who God says I can be.  

 

NOTICE SECONDLY: 

2. WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN WARFARE AUTHORITY 
Luke 10:19 

Rev. 12:11 
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You have been given authority over the enemy. Are you living in victory? 

 

July 4, 1776  a declaration was made and the battle began. Because the battle was 

won, then every citizen could proclaim it as a realized truth. 

 

 

WWII ILLUS—General Wainwright who was the ranking prisoner commander in a 

Japanese Prison of war camp, upon learning of the Americans victory over Japan 

walked with a limp and a swagger into the commandant’s office. He told him with 

forthrightness, “My commander in chief has defeated your commander in chief, so 

I am in charge here now.” 

This is true of we believers. Our commander in chief has defeated the enemie’s 

commander in chief and we are in charge here now! (I first heard this taught by Ed 

Silvosa in the THAT NONE SHOULD PERISH series) 

 

You don’t have to live in subjection to fear, lust, greed, indulgence, rejection, 

condemnation, etc. 

 

NOTICE THIRDLY: 
3. WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN KINGDOM BUILDING AUTHORITY 
Matthew 28:18-20 

Acts 1:8 

Acts 26:18 

You have been commissioned to win the world. 

 

ILLUS—We not only are ambassadors representing our King but we are like living 

embassies. Wherever we are, because God rules in our hearts, we have authority 

and immunity from the enemy. Think of it-- The Earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
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thereof! This is rightfully His place here and He has dispatched us to expand His 

Kingdom rule. 

 

 Are you sharing your faith? 

If you have been entrusted with this kind of authority, shouldn’t there be victory in 

your life? 

Pray the Lord’s Prayer—Note Thy Kingdom come, --Thine is the kingdom, power 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

Invitation: Repent, Recognize, Receive, Reach out 
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AM I READY FOR REVIVAL? 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

ALTERNATE TITLES: 

FIVE QUESTIONS AND THE COST OF REVIVAL 

THE WARFARE BEFORE THE VICTORY 

WHAT IT WILL COST YOU TO EXPERIENCE REVIVAL? 

REAL REVIVAL BRING REAL RESISTANCE 

 

INTRODUCTORY QUESTION: Do we have the spiritual foundation and character to 

properly respond to a move of God? Are we ready for a move of God? 

 

1. Are we willing to handle the rejection and criticism that will rise up against a 
move of God? 

 

Illus—There was once a well know evangelist who was experiencing success in his 

ministry. It seemed revival broke out when he ministered at a place. However, his 

inlaws were upset at the nature of the revivals that broke out and their effect on 

people. They were embarrassed by him. His mother-in-law told asked him sternly, 

“You are not about to drag my daughter off into that crowd are you? Those holy 

rollers are just trash that other churches have thrown away.”  

Her words so discouraged him that he cancelled a year of meetings. During that 

year his wife died and within the same 24 hours his little girl died because of 

conditions created by a flood that swept through their hometown in Ohio. Had he 

been at the meetings this would not have happened? 

 

People are not going to understand you! We are to be different. Not for the sake 

of offending people. When God begins to rend human hearts with the power of His 

conviction, people become broken and desperate. When people become broken 

and desperate, they become unconcerned about what other people think.  
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I think the historical record of the Great Awakenings, the Welsh revival, the revival 

in the Hebrides, and other places bear out the fact-- 

A. Revival is always controversial. 

B. Look at the fruit. If people are loving Jesus and each other more, it most likely is 

not the devil doing it. 

 

C. If the move of God that birthed many of our churches were to occur now, would 

it be accepted? When God moves and does surgery, it can get messy, but if it fixes 

what was broken, then Praise His Name! 

 

There is no doubt that human flesh gets stirred up when the Spirit of God begins to 

really move. Why? It knows it will have to die, if it loses its way. This is why there 

can be such strong jealousy, criticism, and envy against a work of God that changes 

human hearts. Remember it was the religious leaders in Jesus day that wanted to 

kill him out of envy. 

 

2. Are we willing to stand in faith against doubt and unbelief? Mark 6;Heb. 11:6 
 

-I am going to encourage people with all my might to believe God. 

-Without faith we cannot please God.  

-Let’s believe God can move on and change our nation, our churches, our families!  

-Unbelief can shut down a move of God. Even Jesus did no mighty works in his own 

home town because of unbelief. 

-Let’s pray that our faith level would rise. 

 

Illus-- There had been a severe drought, and the members of a rural congregation 

were deeply concerned that their crops would be ruined.  
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One Sunday, therefore, the minister said to his congregation, "Brothers and sisters, 

I understand your deep concern about the harvest. There is nothing that will save 

us, except a special service of prayer for rain. The Lord promises that if we pray in 

FAITH, He will hear us. So go to your homes now, fast for a week, and pray. Then, 

next Sunday, we shall hold a service to claim the Lord's promise because I just 

know it will rain next week at this same time!"  

The people fasted during the week, then returned to church the following Sunday 

morning. But as soon as the minister saw them, he was indignant. "Go away!" he 

shouted. "How can you expect to claim the Lord's promise if you have no FAITH?"  

"But Reverend," they protested, "we fasted and prayed, and we have come 

believing that the Lord will be true to His word."  

"Believing?" exclaimed the minister. "Believing?! Then where in the world are your 

UMBRELLAS?"  (Elbourne Sermon Illustrations) 

 

 

3. Are we willing to change? Matthew 15 
We cannot exalt out opinions and traditions over  the revealed will of God! 

A lot of what we call doctrine is custom; it is cultural.  A change of mind has to take 

place so we do not exalt anything above the truth of God, not even our traditions. 

 

The heart of true revival rests on the doctrine of repentance. Jesus came preaching 

the Kingdom saying “Repent!” To repent means to change the way we think. 

 

Illus—One preacher said, “Many people use mighty thin thread when mending 

their ways.” 

 

Revival means we experience “change” in the way we view life and the way we do 

life. 
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Illus-- In his book I Surrender, Patrick Morley writes that the church's integrity 

problem is in the misconception "that we can add Christ to our lives, but not 

subtract sin. It is a change in belief without a change in behavior." He goes on to 

say, "It is revival without reformation, without repentance."  (Charles Swindoll) 

 

4. Are we willing to be radically obedient? 
John 14:23 

-If you love me, you will do what I say. 

-To obey is better than to sacrifice. 

 

Those who are radically obedient are those who change history. 

 

Illus—Think about these folks God used: 

-Noah who built an ark and did not even know what rain was? 

-Abraham who left everything and everywhere he knew to go to a place he did not 

know. 

-Moses who held up a rod over the sea until it parted. 

-David who stood before Goliath with a slingshot. 

-John the Baptist who came on the scene telling people the Messiah was coming 

though he had not yet seen him. 

 

The enemy is luring people by the thousands with his imitations. We need to rise 

up and be the authentic. 

 



252 

 

There is hardly a day that passes that I do not minister to someone who is in 

bondage and hungry for freedom—often they have been sitting in church for 

years—what’s wrong? We need revival!! 

 

5. Are we willing to pray? 
James 5:16 It is fervent prayer that brings results.  

 

-It will be prayer that births the move of God. It will be prayer that will take us to 

the next level. 

-Results that prayer brings = God’s power brought down to hurting broken people 

who cannot rescue themselves.  

 

CONCLUSION:  

Let me conclude with a statement once made by someone who had done a lot of 

thinking about what repentance means – “If we put off repentance another day, we 

have a day more to repent of, and a day less to repent in.” Let’s not waste another 

day we have to experience the change through repentance that can lead us into 

revival. Revival is costly. It requires us to change, to pray, to bear criticism, to have 

faith, to be radically obedient-- BUT it is worth it and we cannot see our nation 

changed without it. 
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THE STRENGTH TO LET GO 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

OPENING STATEMENT -- Sometimes the greatest strength that we need is not to 

hang on but to let go. 

 

TRANSITION: I want you to think about what I just said. Letting go can often require 

a lot more strength than hanging on. We are going to look at an example in 

Scripture. We will look at the mother of Moses, Jochedbed. 

Exodus 2: 1 And a man of the house of Levi went and took as wife a daughter 
of Levi. 2 So the woman conceived and bore a son. And when she saw that he 
was a beautiful child, she hid him three months. 3 But when she could no 
longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt 
and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river's bank. 4 And 
his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to him.  

5 Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river. And her 
maidens walked along the riverside; and when she saw the ark among the 
reeds, she sent her maid to get it. 6 And when she had opened it, she saw the 
child, and behold, the baby wept. So she had compassion on him, and said, 
"This is one of the Hebrews' children." 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh's 
daughter, "Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that 
she may nurse the child for you?" 8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Go." 
So the maiden went and called the child's mother. 9 Then Pharaoh's daughter 
said to her, "Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you 
your wages." So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 And the child 
grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. So 
she called his name Moses,  saying, "Because I drew him out of the water."  

TRANSITION: Think about it the impact the decisions Jochedbed made had 
on  the entire nation of Israel and for that matter, even our lives. 

1. SHE HAD TO LET GO OF MOSES SO THAT PHAROAH WOULD LET GO OF ISRAEL. 
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GOD WAS PUTTING AN 80 YR. RESPONSE TO THE CRIES OF ISRAEL IN MOTION. 

--80 years later he would stand before Pharoah and declare Let my people go! 

 

Scriptural examples of letting go that brought blessing: 

-Abraham letting Isaac go. 

-The little boy letting go of his fish and loaves. 

-Mary letting go of the Alabaster box. 

 

Example of letting go too late: 

Judas and the 30 pcs. of silver. 

 

Hebrews 11: 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his 

parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the 

king's command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called 

the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 

people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach 

of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 

27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as 

seeing Him who is invisible. 

 

Illus—How natives catch monkeys. They make a little hole in a coconut and put 

something in it that will rattle. The monkey comes along and sticks his hand down 

in to get it out and will not let go of it. Because it will not let go of what is in its 

hand, it ends up getting caught and bound. 

 

Mark 7: 7 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of 

men.' 8 "For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men*-

-the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do." 
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1Th 5:21 - Test all things; hold fast what is good.  

2Th 2:15 - Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were 

taught, whether by word or our epistle.  

 

2. YOU HAVE TO LET GO OF THE PAST SO THAT YOU CAN TAKE HOLD OF THE 

FUTURE 

Jochedbed decided that it would be better for her Son to live away from her than 

to not live at all. The Egyptian Pharaoh had ordered the death of the baby boys 

who were born. But she was willing to let go of all the bitterness of the past years 

of slavery and the unjust laws, in order for her son to experience God’s plan for his 

life.  

 

 

Phil. 3: 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 

forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which 

are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

Illus--A story tells of a merchant in a small town who had identical twin sons. The 
boys worked for their father in the department store he owned and, when he died, 
they took over the store. 

Everything went well until the day a dollar bill disappeared. One of the brothers 
had left the bill on the cash register and walked outside with a customer. When he 
returned, the money was gone. He asked his brother,  

"Did you see that dollar bill on the cash register?"  

His brother replied that he had not. But the young man kept probing and 
questioning. He would not let it alone.  

"Dollar bills just don't get up and walk away! Surely you must have seen it!"  

http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=1th+5:21&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1
http://bible.crosswalk.com/OnlineStudyBible/bible.cgi?word=2th+2:15&version=nkj&st=1&sd=1&new=1&showtools=1


256 

 

There was subtle accusation in his voice. Tempers began to rise. Resentment set in. 
Before long, a deep and bitter chasm divided the young men. They refused to 
speak. They finally decided they could no longer work together and a dividing wall 
was built down the centre of the store. For twenty years hostility and bitterness 
grew, spreading to their families and to the community. 

Then one day a man in an automobile licensed in another state stopped in front of 
the store. He walked in and asked the clerk, 

"How long have you been here?" 

The clerk replied that he'd been there all his life. The customer said,  

"I must share something with you. Twenty years ago I was 'riding the rails' and 
came into this town in a boxcar. I hadn't eaten for three days. I came into this store 
from the back door and saw a dollar bill on the cash register. I put it in my pocket 
and walked out. All these years I haven't been able to forget that. I know it wasn't 
much money, but I had to come back and ask your forgiveness." 

The stranger was amazed to see tears well up in the eyes of this middle-aged man. 

"Would you please go next door and tell that same story to the man in the store?" 
he said.  

Then the man was even more amazed to see two middle-aged men, who looked 

very much alike, embracing each other and weeping together in the front of the 

store. After twenty years, the brokenness was mended. The wall of resentment 

that divided them came down. 

 

Illus—In Marriage there is a leaving and a cleaving 

YOU HAVE TO LET GO OF MOM AND DAD  

MOM AND DAD HAVE TO LET GO OF YOU. 

 

3. YOU HAVE TO LET GO OF YOUR FUTURE SO THAT YOU CAN TAKE HOLD OF GOD’S 
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Jochedbed in choosing to release Moses embraced God’s plan for her nation and 

the entire nation of Israel. 

 

Illus—This was true of Abraham as he released Isaac to the Lord. 

 

 

4. ITS BEST TO LET GO WHEN THE LORD CONVICTS YOU OR ELSE YOU WILL LET GO 

WHEN THE LORD CHASTENS YOU 

 

I just had to add this statement to this message. This statement reflects the 

passionate relentless pursuit of God for our hearts. Whether it is a runaway 

preacher like Jonah or a over confident preacher like Peter, the Lord will go to 

extreme measures to separate us from the things that hold us back. 

 

Illus—Jonah 

You will get what you want but you won’t want what you get. 

 

Illus--A dear lady shared a little "parable in real life" that God sent her several years 

ago. 

 

When her son was quite small, he had a small stuffed gorilla that he wagged 

around with him everywhere -- and I do mean EVERYWHERE -- he went. She could 

sometimes sneak it away for a quick laundering during nap time, but Heaven help 

her if her son awoke before his friend "Rilla" was out of the dryer! As such '"loveys" 

will do, Rilla's seams gradually began to weaken and his stuffing began to leak. 

 

As she tells it, "Poor old Rilla was in desperate need of some corrective surgery, 

not to mention a stuffing transplant. One day, John waddled up to me and held up 

his battered, beloved Rilla and said, 'Mommy, Rilla's broked.' I explained that I 

would be happy to fix Rilla up -- a little new stuffing, some seam reinforcement, 
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and he would be 'all better' again. John held Rilla out toward me, and said 'Fizzit, 

Mommy!' But, when I reached down to take the little gorilla in my hands, I found 

that it had a two-year-old firmly attached to it. As all parents know, a tug-of-war 

with a two-year-old is frequently a losing proposition, and is ALWAYS accompanied 

by loud cries and copious tears. Finally, in exasperation, I said, 'I can't fix it until you 

let go of it!!!' And just at that moment, the Spirit of God tapped me on the 

shoulder, as it were -- and I realized that God was waiting for me to let go of 

several things, too." 

 

CONCLUSION – Are you ready to let go? What is it right now, that the Spirit of God 

is dealing with that is requiring a release from you? Would you…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHY DO THE WILL OF GOD? 

by Eddie Lawrence 
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INTRODUCTION – Several years ago, I heard a preacher on the radio say something 

that for some reason really stuck with me.  

 

He said, “The will of God is what we would want, if we had enough sense to know 

what to want.”   

 

There may be a more eloquent way to say it, but what that preacher said is the 

truth. If we could all see the ultimate consequence of getting whatever we wanted, 

then it would certainly change the things on the list of what we want. 

 

Someone else said, “Don’t be afraid that your life will end; be afraid that it will never 

begin.” You see, the life you were created to really experience does not begin until 

you discover and do the will of God. We were made by Him and for Him. So we 

need to know the will of God! 

 

TRANSITION -- The will of God is a broad subject and a very important one. Today, I 

want to provide a few answers to the question, WHY DO THE WILL OF GOD?. 

 

We will look at a few different Scriptures to find our answers and pray that this 

message will encourage us all to have the desire to do the will of God. 

 

TEXT: Hebrews 10: 35Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great 

reward. 36For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of 

God, you may receive the promise: 37“For yet a little while, And He who is coming 

will come and will not tarry.38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws 

back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” 

 

Notice with me if you will, that we should do the will of God because: 
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1. RECEIVING GOD’S PROMISES FOLLOWS DOING GOD’S WILL 

The writer of Hebrews uses the phrase “after you have done the will of God…” You 

see the will of God is something that has to be done. When Jesus taught is disciples 

to pray (Matthew 6), he taught them to pray “will of God be done.”  

 

-We should say the will of God 

-We should pray the will of God 

-But most of all, we should do the will of God. 

-It is important to know the will of God, but to know it is just step one. Step two is 

doing it.  

 

It is interesting that the writer reminds us about this in these verses. He knew that 

the believers to whom he was writing knew what the will of God was for the 

circumstances they were facing. He also knew they were being tempted to back 

out of doing what they needed to do. They are no different than we are today. We 

still have to face this same temptation.  

 

Listen to these two truths that the writer reminds his readers of… 

 

A.  Turning back displeases God 

Hebrews 10: 35Therefore do not cast away your confidence…..38 Now the just shall 

live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” 

 

Luke 9: 62But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and 

looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 

-What have you started for God that you haven’t finished? 

-What is the thing God is requiring of you that you do not want to do? Do it and 

then things will shift. You will doubtless see little fruitful result until you have done 

the will of God. 
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-Count the cost, then do the will of God. 

 

B. Doing “God’s Will” requires endurance 

Hebrews 10:36For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will 

of God, you may receive the promise: 37“For yet a little while, And He who is coming 

will come and will not tarry. 

 

Many people get started doing what God wants them to do then they sputter and 

pull off to the side. 

 

Illus—On a out of town trip awhile ago, I had made it back close to home. I stopped 

at the Intersection and as I proceeded through the intersection, my car started 

jerking and the engine revved up. Then the gears got together and I took off for 

about two hundred yards and then my transmission took a break. I sat there pulled 

the gear lever back and forth. No matter where I put it, it would not move but my 

engine would just rev up. Finally it started jumping, the gears got together again 

and I took off this time about 100 years and then the transmission retired. My 

engine was fine but I wasn’t going anywhere. I had to turn and in my own effort 

walk back to the nearest gas station and call for help.  

 

People do the same thing spiritually, their transmission goes out. They may sit 

where they are and rev their engine but they ain’t moving and eventually they in 

their own efforts start going backward. Getting revved up and doing nothing about  

it doesn’t count as being in the will of God. 

 

God’s will is not like a pair of rubber boots that you only use when the water gets 

deep. God’s will is like your lungs. You’ve got to have it to get by.  
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It is hard to be patient, but remember the will of God is your friend. The will of God 

leads to the blessing of God. You and I need the will of God in our lives. 

 

God’s will to the Christian is like water to a fish. 

The sky to a bird. 

Oxygen to our  lungs. 

 

Illus—In our fast paced, convenience oriented, easy credit culture, we are taught 

we do not have to wait to get what we want. The next step is thinking we do not 

have to work to get what we want. The result is that we are disillusioned when we 

have to suffer any consequence. God’s preferred way involves suffering toward the 

right thing instead of suffering after the wrong thing. Proverbs “There is a way that 

seems right unto a man but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 

 

Either way, life will present us with difficulty. If we learn to live in God’s will, we will 

triumph and overcome. 

 

The blessings come after we have done the will of God! 

 

 

We should do the will of God because: 

2. THE WILL OF GOD LIFTS US BEYOND WHAT THE WORLD OFFERS  

 

The will of God is the best offer on the table for humanity. It pays the best 

dividends and has the best long term results. Besides, we are warned about 

wanting what the world wants. 
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2 John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world—the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the 

world. 17And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will 

of God abides forever. 

 

Illus-A junior high teacher asked his students to make a list of who they thought 

were the 11 greatest living Americans. Toward the end of the class one student 

was still struggling to finish his list. The teacher asked how close he was to 

finishing.  

 

The student said, “I’ve got the other 10 figured out but I’m having a tough time 

deciding on the fullback.”  See there is a difference in how the world views what is 

important and we are warned of this kind of thinking. 

 

 

-John warns us of the dangers of loving the world. 

 

It is interesting that John here depicts the will of God as being opposed to what is 

in the world. This doesn’t mean the people of the world. Jesus loves the people of 

the world and died for them. John is talking about the system the world operates 

by. 

 

Three quick statements to sum up the pressure of the world has on the believer 

trying to do the will of God: 

 

-THE WORLD WILL PULL YOU OUT OF THE WILL OF GOD. 

-THE WORLD WILL PUSH YOU BEYOND THE WILL OF GOD. 

-THE WORLD WILL KEEP YOU AWAY FROM THE WILL OF GOD. 
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Proverbs “There is a way that seems right unto a man but the end thereof are the 

ways of death.” 

 

Remember to be in balance. As the Apostle Paul taught, we are to be in the world 

but not of the world. We must be careful we do build churches that are like hiding 

places to keep us from reaching out to people in the world. To be in the will of 

God, a church has to being going into all the world to preach the Gospel to every 

creature BUT without adopting the world’s way of living our lives—namely, living 

lives without Jesus as Lord and the Holy Spirit as our Guide. 

 

The will of God brings us into a much more fulfilling life than anything the world 

offers. It was what we have been created for—to do the will of God. 

 

We should do the will of God because: 

3. THE WILL OF GOD LEADS US PAST OUR OWN FALLENESS  

 

God’s will is essential; but Satan will attempt to convince us that some other way is 

better. He works through the system of the world to do this. 

 

The pressures of the world negatively influence us by appealing to our flesh. 

 

1 John 2: 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 

 

When we begin doing the will of God, God begins releasing grace to us which in 

itself has a transforming effect on us. We begin to do in His strength what we 

cannot in our own human weakness. 
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We most discover the power of God through His Holy Spirit when we step in and 

begin doing the will of God.  

 

Some examples: 

 

YOU CAN BE A WITNESS 

You will see His power to save someone when you begin to witness to lost people. 

Acts 1:8 tells us the Holy Spirit gives us power to do this. Power comes to do God’s 

will. God’s will is for people to be saved. Listen to the following Scripture. 

2 Peter 3: 9The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 

but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 

come to repentance. 

 

We experience His power to live a holy life when we say no to sin. This is when 

grace comes. If it’s God’s will, then you can confidently ask for God’s strength to do 

it. 

 

YOU CAN OVERCOME SEXUAL TEMPTATION 

1 Thessalonians 4: 3For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should 

abstain from sexual immorality; 

 

YOU CAN OVERCOME COMPLAINING 

1 Thessalonians 5: 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18in everything give 

thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

 

YOU CAN DO WHAT IS RIGHT AND GOOD 
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Peter taught that even if the government or other people make it hard on you, you 

can do what is right. 

 

1 Peter 2: 13Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s 

sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14or to governors, as to those who are sent 

by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 

15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men— 16as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but 

as bondservants of God. 

 

 

 

We should do the will of God because: 

4. THE WILL OF GOD RESULTS IN AN ETERNITY OF BENEFITS 

I will be very brief with this last reason you should do God’s will. The benefits of 

serving God are literally out of this world! 

 

Listen to how John says it-- 1 John 2:17And the world is passing away, and the lust 

of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

 

Wow, notice that promise, “he who does the will of God abides forever.” 

Doing the will of God pays eternal dividends.  

 

Illus—If you got a phone call today when you get home and you were informed 

that you had just want a life time supply of gasoline for your car, would you be 

happy? Think of it. They give you an open account credit card for your own 

personal use and they will pay for your gas every time you fill up for the rest of 

your life. Is that a good deal or what? All of us would be ecstatic about such a prize. 
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YET what God offers us is so much more valuable and lasts a whole lot longer. He 

offers us eternal life and all our needs met for all eternity!!!!  

 

You will go to one of two places when you die and leave this world. What you do 

about the will of God will determine which one you go to. The greatest thing God 

wants you to do is to be saved.  

 

 

CONCLUSION—Are you willing to lay aside what the world tells you to want, what 

your own fallen nature tells you to want, and to step in faith toward the will of 

God?  When you do, the grace and power comes to do it. 

 

If you have never been saved, then it is God’s will that you be saved. Take a step of 

faith toward Him right now. 

 

If you are saved but out of God’s will, take a repentant step back toward the place 

you are supposed to be with God…. 

 

 

 

 


