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“In this, the third volume of 20 sermon outlines, I once again rejoice to 
be able to share with you these simple sermon outlines which are 
practical, easy to understand, and biblically grounded. Every preacher 
has their own style, stories, and sermon preparation routines. I pray 
these outlines will help you in some measure as you fulfill the Lord’s 
call on your life.  May you be greatly blessed as you share God’s 
Word.”      ~  Eddie Lawrence, (Nov. 2013) 
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Battling The Bad Day Blues 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
(You can add your own insights to the outline below and if you like you 
can listen to this message as I preached it here and find a lot more info 
on this particular subject.) 
 

Here is a passage where we see that Paul himself battled the bad day 
blues…. 

TEXT: 2 Corinthians 7:5 For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our 
bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were 
conflicts, inside were fears. 6 Nevertheless God, who comforts the 
downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his 
coming, but also by the consolation with which he was comforted in 
you, when he told us of your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal 
for me, so that I rejoiced even more. 
Note among other things Paul describes himself as someone who was 
downcast that God brought encouragement to. Ever been there? Let’s 
look first at some stress factors that pressured Paul into a place of 
battling the bad day blues. 

STRESS FACTORS 
Here we see some things going on in and around Paul’s life that caused 
him to share that he had been downcast: 

1. Times of Transition 
 
2 Corinthians 7:5 For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our bodies 
had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were 
conflicts, inside were fears. 

http://gracehouse.info/sermons/
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-Paul was once again on the move. It is often during times of transition 
when we face battles with discouragement and the bad day blues. The 
certainty of change is its uncertainty. The enemy knows this and will 
time his attacks accordingly. 

-Are you facing a lot of changes right now, realize how important it is to 
keep yourself anchored and encouraged in the Lord. 

2. Times of Tiredness 
 
2 Corinthians 7:5 For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our bodies 
had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were 
conflicts, inside were fears. 
-If you look at a map of Paul’s travels and realize that this took place in 
the days when you used sandal power you can understand how the 
man was very tired. 

-What about you? Are you resting and taking care of yourself as you 
should? 

3. Times of Trouble 
 
2 Corinthians 7:5 For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our bodies 
had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were 
conflicts, inside were fears. 
-Paul was leaving a pack of trouble in Ephesus and heading into more 
up the road. Every place he went the warfare was real, people were 
after him, and even the believers were fussing and feuding and turning 
from him. You know, even revival can be very draining! 

4. Times of Turmoil 
 
2 Corinthians 7:5 For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our bodies 
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had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were 
conflicts, inside were fears. 
 
-Even the mighty Apostle Paul here confesses that within his own life 
were fears he had to battle. This is good to know. The presence of fear 
is not the problem, it is allowing it to paralyze you into leaving God out 
that is the problem. 

-Fear is a nemesis to every believer. We have to be remember God’s 
perfect love that fills our hearts and the power and sound mind he 
gives us. These are the areas that fear attack. Am I loved? Am I 
powerless? Am I thinking clearly? (2 Tim. 1:6) 

  

KEYS TO BREAK OUT 
Now the following verses tell us how God moved to keep Paul from 
caving in to these bad day blues: 

1. God’s Heart to Comfort 
 

2 Corinthians 7:6 Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast, 
comforted usby the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming, but 
also by the consolation with which he was comforted in you, when he 
told us of your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that 
I rejoiced even more. 

-It cannot be overstated how important it is to know God’s heart to 
comfort and help you when you are struggling to keep your heart and 
emotions and faith in the right place. The devil wants to convince you 
that God is frustrated with you for even being in the battle. So anchor 
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down that God desires to comfort. He addresses this earlier at the very 
beginning of the letter in 2 Cor. 1:3ff 

-Cast off condemnation and know God wants to help. Do you believe 
that? 

2. The Presence of a Faithful Friend 
 
2 Corinthians 7:6 Nevertheless God, who comforts the 
downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his 
coming, but also by the consolation with which he was comforted in 
you, when he told us of your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal 
for me, so that I rejoiced even more. 
 

-The presence of a friend can change things for the downcast person. If 
you are battling the bad day blues reach out to someone else who 
needs encouraging. If you are having a good day, then be on the look 
out for someone who is not and determine to encourage them. Paul 
had sent Titus on a mission back to Corinth with a severe letter of 
correction for the church there. So when Titus did not show up at Troas 
as was scheduled I imagined Paul battled some vain imagination about 
how things had gone. So when he gets to Macedonia and Titus shows 
up with a good report, he was so relieved and encouraged. This brings 
us to the next point. 

3. A Good Holy Spirit News Report 
 
2 Corinthians 7:6 Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast, 
comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming, but 
also by the consolation with which he was comforted in you, when he 
told us of your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal for me, so 
that I rejoiced even more. 
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-Titus brought good news and the Corinthians sent Paul good news. 
This greatly lifted Paul’s spirit. 
 

-Maybe we need to spend less time listening to the bad news everyday 
at 6:00 p.m. and tune into some good Holy Spirit news. The powerful 
words of testimony that come from other people who are being 
touched and helped by God can cause us to turn our hearts more fully 
to a loving Heavenly Father who wants to help us too. 

4. The Choice to Rejoice 
 
2 Corinthians 7:6 Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast, 
comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming, but 
also by the consolation with which he was comforted in you, when he 
told us of your earnest desire, your mourning, your zeal for me, so that 
I rejoiced even more. 
 

-Paul could have responded differently. He could have complained 
saying well it’s about time you got back Titus. It’s about time the 
Corinthians got straightened out, etc. But instead he chose to rejoice in 
the good news he was given. He writes 2 Corinthians in response to the 
news Titus brings back and it is filled with areas where the Corinthians 
needed correction but we see here that Paul responded to the good 
news part that Titus brought back even though he realized there was 
more work to be done there. We too have that choice to make each 
day. We hear things and we need to learn to see the good in things and 
rejoice in that yet be committed to lovingly help others continue to 
improve while we do the same for ourselves. 

CONCLUSION: Any old carnal Christian can complain, but it is the one 
who receives comfort from the Father in the way He sends it and 
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chooses to rejoice in the things God is doing instead of camping out 
listening to all the bad things the devil is doing. I am not talking about 
living with your head in the sand but living with your heart in the 
throne room, your feet on the Word, and your eyes on the Lord Jesus. 
May God help us all the focus on all God in doing and desires to do for 
us whenever we face a battle with the bad day blues. 
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Truth That Makes Your Head Spin 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 

INTRODUCTION: Some of the stuff Jesus tells us to do will make your 
head spin. It seems 180 degrees from how you have been told to live 
life. It challenges every fiber in your natural being. Let’s look at one of 
the toughest passages for tough guys to live by…..and tough girls too! 
 
TEXT: Matthew 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, 
and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you 
may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do 
not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your 
brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax 
collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in 
heaven is perfect. 
  

1. DON’T LIVE YOUR LIFE BY HEARSAY 
 
Matthew 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
 
2. THE JESUS LIFE WILL NOT ALWAYS MAKE SENSE TO YOU 
 
Matthew 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, 
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray 
for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 
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3. LOVE THOSE WHO OPPOSE YOU 
 
Matthew 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you, 
 
4. WHEN YOU ARE CURSED, REPSOND BY BLESSING 
 
Matthew 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you, 
 
5. WHEN YOU RECEIVE HATRED, RESPOND BY GIVING GOODNESS 
 
Matthew 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you, 
 
6. WHEN YOU ARE USED AND/OR PERSECUTED, RESPOND BY 
INTERCEDING FOR THOSE DOING IT TO YOU. 
 
Matthew 5:44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse 
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you,  
 
7. THESE RESPONSES DEMONSTRATE YOUR SONSHIP TO A LOVING 
HEAVENLY FATHER. 
 
Matthew 5:45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He 
makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what 
reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if 
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you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do 
not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just 
as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
 
-He sends rain on the just and unjust. (He is merciful.) 

-He loves those who don’t love Him back. (He is love.) 

-He makes His goodness known to those who are outside the family of 
faith. (He is good.) 

-He is love and not just to His “In Crowd.” (He is gracious.) 

-Part of God’s perfection is seen in how He is who He truly is regardless 
of Who He is dealing with. (He is perfect and complete lacking nothing.) 
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Things That Come To Those Who Wait 

by Eddie Lawrence 

Text: Psalm 40:1 I waited patiently for the Lord; 
And He inclined to me, 
And heard my cry. 
2 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, 
Out of the miry clay, 
And set my feet upon a rock, 
And established my steps. 
3 He has put a new song in my mouth— 
Praise to our God; 
Many will see it and fear, 
And will trust in the Lord. 
 
3 THINGS DAVID DID: 
 
1. HE PATIENTLY WAITED v1 
 
-This is the right kind of waiting. He patiently waited. Too often what 
we call waiting is filled with a fearful impatience. 
 
2. HE CRIED TO THE LORD v1 
 
-David chose to use his words and express his heart directly to God. 
How often when we are frustrated or in trouble do we express our 
emotions and feelings with everyone but God? 
 
3. HE GOT A NEW TESTIMONY v3 
 
-But at the end of David’s waiting, God proved faithful in rescuing him, 
strengthening him, and anchoring him even more deeply in the place of 
trust in God. 
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6 THINGS GOD DID FOR DAVID: 
 
1. HE INCLINED TO HIM v1 
 
-Can you picture Father God leaning over toward David listening and 
then responding? He’s a good Father who desires to help His children. 
Sometimes what we most need to happen requires His work in a lot of 
people and places in addition to what He needs to do in us. 
 
2. HE LIFTED HIM UP v2 
 
-David was in the pit, so to speak. Ever been there? One thing about 
being in a deep pit, somebody above you has to help you before you 
can get out. David trusted and waiting until God let down the rope. No 
what I mean? You may feel that way today. Stuck in a pit, waiting on a 
rope, not even sure if anyone including God knows that you are there, 
or even cares that you are there. But David, waited patiently on the 
Lord which means He knew the rope was coming, He just had to trust 
God to do it the way He (God) wanted to do it. 
 
3. HE SET ME DOWN v2 
 
-Isn’t it grand to know that God doesn’t stop when He gets us out of the 
pit; but, that He also sets our feet on the rock? That’s a great place to 
be when you have spent a lot of time in a miry pit. Our rock is Christ. He 
has seated us in Christ. He is the unshakable foundation of our very 
lives as believers. 
 
4. HE ESTABLISHED HIS STEPS v2 
 
-This is a picture of God guiding and marking out the path for us. This in 
itself may well keep us out of many a pit. Not all of them, for 
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sometimes like Joseph, others may toss us into the pit. God establishes 
our steps. He controls our destiny as we place ourselves in His hands. 
What a treasured reassurance. 
 
5. HE PUT A NEW SONG IN HIS MOUTH v3 
 
-This must have been a song of deliverance. I wonder what it would 
sound like today. Can you think of a song of testimony that tells of how 
God has rescued someone? Have you ever heard Carrie Underwood’s 
“Jesus Take the Wheel”? Pull it up on Google and read the words. There 
is a place for us to hear the stories of people’s deliverance told through 
a song. God loves the praise that proceeds from our singing the story of 
His love expressed to us. 
 
6. HE CREATED A TESTIMONY TO BRING IN OTHERS v3 
 
-The Father is glorified when we share our story with others. He uses it 
through the power of His Holy Spirit to bring forth the praise of others. 
Your testimony is one of the most powerful things you can share with 
people to open their hearts to the Lord. Telling the story of how Jesus’ 
life and love changed us moves their hearts toward Him. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15 
 

Four Anchors for Stormy Days 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
Text: Psalm 119: You are my hiding place and my shield; 
I hope in Your word. 
 
1. God is My Ultimate Hideaway 
 
Psalm 119: You are my hiding place and my shield; 
I hope in Your word. 
 
- Just like I would go to a storm cellar during a severe storm, I should go 
to God in when the storms of life come. But also realize that this is not 
just a place to go when I am afraid, it is also the place I can live at all 
times. Unlike a storm cellar that is usually a dark place, a gloomy place, 
a place always associated with panic; the Lord as my hiding place is the 
place of light, joy, love, peace and contentment. In Him I have access to 
all I need with unending supply. 
 
2. God is Between Me and the Storm 
 
Psalm 119: You are my hiding place and my shield; 
I hope in Your word. 
 
- This is the purpose of a shield. It is placed as a protection between you 
and the danger that is aimed against you by the enemy. The enemy 
wants to use life’s storms to mess up your life, to release chaos, to 
bring confusion, and create loss. 
 
-The Lord is your shield against all his fiery darts. In a sense, when you 
exercise your faith in Him, it is like raising a shield up that protects you 
from the assaults of the enemy. 
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3. God Assures Me of My Future 
 
Psalm 119: You are my hiding place and my shield; 
I hope in Your word. 
 
-Hope is a word that has to do with our “tomorrows”. The only true 
source of hope that we have is from the One who already holds our 
“tomorrows” in His hand. 
  

4. God Speaks to Me Through His Word 
 
Psalm 119: You are my hiding place and my shield; 
I hope in Your word. 
 
- Hearing the voice of someone who loves you during a dark storm is 
very comforting. You know you are not alone. You feel connected and 
not isolated. No one loves you more than your Heavenly Father. To 
hear His voice through His Word through the Holy Spirit shores you up 
and keeps you anchored. Jesus promised to never leave you. He told his 
disciples right before the he was crucified that he would not leave them 
as orphans. 
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4 Signs That You Are The Real Deal 
by Eddie Lawrence 
 
Text: James 1:26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does 
not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s 
religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world. 
Let me ask you four questions now from this text to help examine just 
how you are doing in demonstrating a true walk with Christ. There are 
many indicators but we will look at some of the ones that James 
mentions in our passage: 

  

1. Is my tongue under control? 
James 1:26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not 
bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s 
religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world. 
-My words reveal the content of my heart. What’s in the well will come 
up in the bucket. 

ILLUSTRATION: Share an appropriate story of a time that your tongue 
got the best of you and you pay dearly for it. 
  

2. Is there deception surrounding my words and my walk? 
James 1:26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not 
bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s 
religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
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Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world. 
-If what I am saying does not equal how I am walking then this 
mismatch is an evidence of hypocrisy. This is a place to invite grace into 
by acknowledging your need before God. 

-It is too easy to think because we can spit out the right answers that 
we have the right heart and attitude, but not so. The proof is in the 
pudding which leads to our next point. 

  

3. Is my life touching people in their time of need? 
James 1:26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not 
bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s 
religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world. 
-The widow and the orphan or those who have been abandoned, left 
alone and in need of help and assistance. 
-This is evidence of true love and compassion. The ultimate litmus test 
for true Christian living is L-O-V-E! John also hits this hard in his first 
epistle. 

-Jesus saw what was on His Father’s heart and responded in like 
manner. So should we! 

ILLUSTRATION: Share a positive life giving story about someone your 
congregation knows that models helping others in their time of need. 
-Jesus daily life has shown us that he was often drawn to those who 
were overlooked, didn’t measure up, or who were viewed as 
unacceptable. 
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 4. Is my life one of purity? 

James 1:26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not 
bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s 
religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world. 
-Being led by the Holy Spirit means we will be led into holiness – having 
a pure heart before God. Being holy as God is holy certainly means that 
what is in His heart begins to be expressed in our heart. This is the core 
of Christian living. Christ living through His Spirit through our lives. 
ILLUSTRATION: Share a story of someone in the Bible who overcame 
the temptation to succumb to the world (Joseph, Mordecai, etc.)  – OR 
–  Share a story of someone in the Bible who paid dearly 
(Samson,  David, etc.) for making a decision to compromise their purity. 
-The world shoves and takes. The Christian is to embrace and give. 

  

Conclusion: Certainly there are many other questions we could ask, but 
James gives us the truth that causes us to ask at least these four of 
ourselves. So, How are you doing? 
Remember to let people know who have failed and are not in a good 
place that Father invites them right now to come into His throne room 
for grace and mercy to help them in their time of need. He is what His 
Word says, so He meets people in their time of need to help them just 
like He calls us to do. 
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Five Things You Don’t Have To Be  

By Eddie Lawrence 

 

TEXT: Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I 

am your God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you 

with My righteous right hand.’ 

INTRODUCTION: This is a powerful verse given to Isaiah during a time 

of trouble for the nation of Israel. I want to tell you that the same 

promises are ours today through our New Covenant. There are five 

things that you don’t have to be that we see in this verse and let’s 

anchor these things in our New Covenant relationship with God 

through Jesus Christ. 

 

1. You Don’t Have to Be Afraid 

Why? Because you are not alone. 

Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.’ 

-Over 80+ times in the Bible, the Lord tells us not to be afraid. 

-Fear is one of the chief weapons of the enemy and causes us torment. 

-I love what I heard one minister say about the word FEAR: False 

Evidence Appearing Real 

-Faith in God’s presence with us is the antidote to the fear the enemy 

releases against us. 
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-A key is remembering what John wrote in his first epistle ( 1 John 4:8) 

that perfect love casts away all fear. Knowing God loves you helps you 

to stay grounded that He is with you. 

-Jesus says that he will never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). 

2. You Don’t Have to Be Dismayed 

Why? Because THE God is YOUR God 

Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.’ 

Here is what the Free Online Dictionary gives as the definition of 

dismay. This will help us more fully understand what it looks like when 

it shows up: 

dis·may 

tr.v. dis·mayed, dis·may·ing, dis·mays 

 

1. To destroy the courage or resolution of by exciting dread or 

apprehension. 

2. To cause to lose enthusiasm; disillusion: was dismayed to learn that 

her favorite dancer used drugs. 

3. To upset or alarm. n. A sudden or complete loss of courage in the 

face of trouble or danger. 

-We can see that dismay is certain a bedfellow of fear. 

-Your courage is targeted, so there is great discouragement that comes. 

-Your inspiration and excitement for life is drained. 
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-You find yourself living life in alarm mode, so your peace is targeted 

and upset. 

-We now have living within us a resident encourager (comforter) called 

the Holy Spirit. 

3. You Don’t Have to Be Weak 

Why? Because YOU’RE all powerful God said He would strengthen you. 

Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.’ 

-Remember the strength you have in Christ when you are overcome 

with tiredness and depletion. You have a source of unending strength in 

your position in Christ. This is how God strengthens us in our New 

Covenant. We have within us the same Spirit that filled and energized 

Jesus and who raised him from the door. We must submit our self-

empowered ways of dealing with life and allow the Holy Spirit to 

release through us divine resources. 

-Remember 2 Peter 1: 3 says we have already been given all things that 

pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of him. It is in 

knowing him and who he is in us that opens the way for his supply to 

manifest in our lives. 

4. You Don’t Have to Be Helpless 

Why? Because YOU’RE all powerful and ever present God said He 

would help you. 

Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.’ 
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-As I just shared in the last point, Jesus has taught us that the Holy Spirit 

is now our helper. He lives in us. He gives us what we need. 

-The very One who spoke the universe into existence avails Himself to 

your need. He invites you into His throne room and receive the grace 

and mercy you need in time of need (Hebrews 4:16). Now that’s some 

help right there! 

-Did I mention all the accounts and times when God also sent Angels to 

help His people? They strengthened Jesus. They delivered Peter from 

prison. They appeared to the Shepherds to give them some powerful 

news. They appeared at the tomb to encourage the women. And we 

are told they help us at times without us even knowing it. Wow, now 

that’s some help. 

5. You Don’t Have to Be Downfallen 

Why? Because YOU’RE all powerful and ever present God said He 

would hold you up with His righteous right hand. 

Isaiah 41:10 Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.’ 

-The righteous will never be moved. We have been made righteous by 

the Lord Jesus Christ’s redemptive work. It is our gift. It is now our 

birthright. We are seated with him at Father’s right hand. 

-The right hand is the hand of power and authority. 

-There is the old television commercial of the dear lady who has fallen 

and she is saying, “Help, I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!” The child of God 

never has to say that. You may stumble momentarily and began to fall 

down but your Father is there to uphold you by His right hand. The 

sense is what Jude tells us that He is able to keep us from falling. 
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-Jesus has been raised and continues to be raised and we are in him, so 

we have a solid foundation that our salvation rests upon. What an 

awesome God we serve and that we can call our Daddy God! 

Conclusion: The next time you are feeling the pinch of circumstances or 

the hot breath of the Devil breathing down your neck, remember this 

verse out of the ancient book of Isaiah and that we even have better 

promises resting on a better covenant. 
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Failing Your Way Forward 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

INTRODUCTION: I am going to read you a short chronology of a man’s 
life whom you all know well. Now listen to see if he ever failed at 
anything: 
Age 22 – he failed in business 
Age 23 – he ran for legislature and was defeated 
Age 24 – he failed again in business 
Age 26 – his sweetheart died 
Age 27 – he had a nervous breakdown 
Age 29 – he was defeated for speaker 
Age 31 – he was defeated for elector 
Age 34 – he was defeated for Congress 
Age 37 – he was elected to Congress 
Age 39 – he was defeated for Congress 
Age 46 – he was defeated for Senate 
Age 47 – he was defeated for vice president 
Age 49 – he was defeated for Senate 
Age 51 – he was elected president of the United States 

 

This is the record of Abraham Lincoln. Throughout his life he suffered 
many more defeats than victories, but because he never gave up he 
won the highest office of the land. ~ Author unknown 

 
TRANSITION: Dear friends, the key to winning is to not give up in the 
face of failure, to keep going in the midst of adversity, and to be patient 
and continuing growing. Listen to the following Scripture…….. 
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THREE TRUTHS FROM THREE TEXTS: 
 
 
1. IF YOU WANT TO MOVE UP THEN DON’T GIVE UP! 
 
Galatians 6:9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 
 
-The battle is not to lose heart. Keep your heart full of faith and love. 
Don’t be discouraged and quit. If you do not quit –ultimately—you will 
not fail! 

2. REMEMBER THE TIMELINE ON YOUR PATIENCE 
 
James 5: 7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. 
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting 
patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. 8 You also be 
patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 
 
-Being patient means you are willing to keep doing what you need to do 
regardless of circumstances or how you feel. 

-Looks like God’s Word calls us to be patient till the Lord returns and 
straightens everything out. There are times when the waiting stops and 
the breakthrough comes but even then, we are to wait until the Lord 
shows us and does what needs to be done. If we rush to fix and control 
everything, we usually are just setting ourselves up for another failure 
and another period of waiting. Notice what we are to do while we 
wait—–establish our hearts! Yes, let God change our hearts while we 
wait, then the wait is not wasted. 
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3. REALIZE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ENDURING AND PATIENTLY 
ENDURING 
 
Hebrews 6:15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the 
promise. 
-All of us have to endure things. We have not choice. There are things 
we face that we did not order and cannot change. There are things we 
face that we did order and want to change our mind but it’s too late. 

-But the key is to patiently endure. This means that you are not 
becoming bitter, a grumbler and complainer, you do not choose to go 
into sin because your breakthrough has not come. You position yourself 
on the promise of God and you keep doing the right things patiently 
waiting of God to take care of the rest. 

-Think of what impatient endurance looks like. When you are waiting to 
see your doctor? When you are waiting in the checkout line at the 
grocery store? When you are waiting for the road crew working on the 
road? When you are sitting at a red light? Let’s take it deeper…. When 
you are waiting on a prodigal to come home? When you are waiting on 
your boss to give you a raise? When you are waiting on the report from 
the biopsy? When you are waiting on God to bring you a mate? You are 
waiting on revival to come to the church? Are you patiently or 
impatiently enduring your circumstances? 

-Too often we choose to endure our adversities the wrong way. You will 
become bitter or better depending on choosing to endure versus 
patiently endure. Remember patience is a fruit of the Spirit, so be led 
by the Spirit. Submit your life to the Lord and follow Him faithfully with 
your heart in the right place. Keeping your head and heart in the right 
place will cause you to end up in the right place and the right time to 
obtain the promise. 
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CONCLUSION: The Bible is filled with people who failed their way 
forward. They refused to quit. They got back up and kept trusting God 
through their own personal failures, through the mistreatments, the 
persecution, the back sets. They kept going! 
The promise arrives, the breakthrough comes, the prayer is answered, 
victory is secured —– when we refuse to quit, keep doing the right 
things, and trust that our loving God will bring to pass what He was 
promised. 
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Six Devil Defeating Reminders 
by Eddie Lawrence 
 

Introduction: The Apostle Peter knew what it was to fail and be sifted 
by the Devil. Let’s look at what he had to say about this years later and 
learn from what he wrote. 
 
1 Peter 5: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.9 Resist him, 
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced 
by your brotherhood in the world. 
  
1. Don’t Drink What the Devil Serves. 
 
1 Peter 5: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.9 Resist him, 
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced 
by your brotherhood in the world. 
  

-A drunk driver drives without awareness of what is going on around 
him because he is under a wrong influence of a wrong spirit. We are 
called to be sober! In other words, aware and alert! The Holy Spirit will 
alert us while a wrong spirit will divert us. 

-The enemy is always trying to get people under some kind of wrong 
influence. Remember what Paul asked the Galatians who had been 
moved away from the Gospel – Who has bewitched you? 

-The potions the enemy would offer you to drink to intoxicate you with 
his desires are many. So that leads us to the next admonition in this 
passage. 
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2. Battle Like a Ballerina 
 
1 Peter 5: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.9 Resist him, 
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced 
by your brotherhood in the world. 
 
- She stays on her toes! You too must be vigilant. Staying on one’s toes 
means you can see a little further and a little more of what is going on 
around you. This is a call to stay on your toes and be alert. 
 
-Now live focusing on the Devil but you must be aware of his existence 
and his desire to ensnare you. Keep your eyes on Jesus but be aware of 
the obstacles the enemy places before you less you stumble. 
 
3. Don’t join the Devil for Lunch 
 
1 Peter 5: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.9 Resist him, 
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced 
by your brotherhood in the world. 
 
-The devil is like a hungry lion. He’ll join you for lunch and then inform 
you that YOU are the lunch. Remember the joke about the hunter who 
came upon a lion. As he was about to shoot the lion, the lion said, “Why 
don’t we talk about this and see if we can work this out. After all, you 
are just wanting a lion skin and I’m just wanting a full stomach. So they 
talked and the hunter ended up with a lion skin and the lion ended up 
with a full stomach. Don’t dine with the devil dear friend! 
 
4. Respond to His Insisting with Your Resisting 
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1 Peter 5: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.9 Resist him, 
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced 
by your brotherhood in the world. 
  

-We are told here to resist the devil. James says when we resist him, he 
will flee from us. Remember the truth is, the devil fears the person who 
knows who he/she is in Christ. Don’t resist out of will power. Resist out 
of your secured position as a son of God who is seated with Christ in 
the heavenly places. 
 
5. Stay Anchored in Your Christ-Centered Beliefs 
 
1 Peter 5: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.9 Resist 
him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are 
experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 
 
-This goes with what I just said. Steadfast—to be anchored in a position. 
Your position is in Christ. Your faith is literally and supernaturally 
connected to Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God. The faith is 
that body of truth that leads us to know that we have been reconciled 
to God through His Son Jesus Christ. Everything that has been written is 
summed up in this redemptive plan and purpose. 
 
6. Let the Faithfulness of Others Encourage You to Do the Same 
 
1 Peter 5: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.9 Resist him, 
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced 
by your brotherhood in the world. 
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-You are not alone in your trial or difficulty or temptation. Others have 
stood strong and so can you. You can draw from the same source of 
strength as they have. You are God’s child with the same access as 
them. Father loves all His children. Remind yourself o His faithfulness in 
the lives of others and instead of thinking you are less than them, 
remind yourself that your Father is the same as theirs. Keep your mind 
set on things above. 

-If I see this correctly, Peter is telling us we gain strength to resist by 
remembering those who are in similar trials and are standing. So if you 
are being assaulted start praying for someone else who is in a similar 
circumstance and see what begins to happen. 

-There are plenty of people to pray for. Listen to these facts about the 
persecuted church. 

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH STATS 

 
•More Christians were martyred in the 20th century than in all previous 
centuries combined. 

•About 165,000 Christians are martyred for their faith each year. 

•Currently over 200 million Christians are being persecuted worldwide. 

•45.4 million Christians were martyred in the 20th century. 

  

-Now let’s transition to a time of pray to pray for the persecuted 
church. Let’s do this out of a sincere motive not a selfish one, but also 
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realizing that when we focus our prayers on helping others that help 
also finds us as well. 
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The YOU & ME = 3 Principle 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

You can hear this as it was preached HERE. 

 

Teaming Up With Jesus! 

Matthew 18:18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on 
earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 

-Jesus teaches here that when you and me pray together that he is 
present. So you and me = 3. He also sent his disciples out by 2. The OT 
teaches us that one can put a thousand to flight then two can put ten 
thousand to flight. There is a multiplication of power when we pray 
together in agreement. 

 

Notice 5 Observations about this text: 

1. The Double Dog Dare 

Matthew 18:18 “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.19 “Again I say to youthat if two of you agree on earth 
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 

http://gracehouse.info/sermons/
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-Twice Jesus gets their attention that what he is saying is very 
important. 

 
-First he is talking about the authority they walk in to bind and loose 
knowing that Heaven will agree. When it originates in Heaven it will be 
done by Heaven. 

2. The One Needed Thing 
Matthew 18:19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on 
earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
 
-Agreement is the one needed thing. Getting together seeking God’s 
wisdom and together standing on his promise. This is very powerful. 

3. The Explosive Key 

Matthew 18:19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on 
earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
 
-The key is to “ask”. This is when the fire hits the dynamite. We are 
called to ask. There are just some things that would happen that will 
not happen if we do not ask. 

4. The Amazing Promise 

Matthew 18:19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth 
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
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-Notice God will do it. You don’t have to do it. God will do it. He has a 
million ways He can get it done, that is His business. Your business is to 
believe and ask. 

5. The Undeniable Explanation 

Matt hew 18:19 “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth 
concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered together in 
My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
 
-The presence of Christ with us is the reason all this happens. The same 
Christ that brought Heaven down to earth is in our midst when we 
agree in prayer. 
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Who’s Winning – You or Your Temptation? 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 

Text: 1 Corinthians 10: 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take 
heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
 
Transition: As we look at this text, let me share with you five 
observations I think will help each of us in the area of temptation. 
 
1. Watch Out for Your Own Pride 
 
1 Corinthians 10: 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
 
2. Don’t Forget Those Common Man Traps 
 
1 Corinthians 10: 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
 
3. Lean Into God’s Faithfulness 
 
1 Corinthians 10: 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
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common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
 
4. Listen to God’s Wisdom 
 
1 Corinthians 10: 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
 
5. Look for God’s Strength 
 
1 Corinthians 10: 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
 
Conclusion: You can win over temptation. You do not have to be held 
hostage by wrong feelings and desires. Rest in the provision that Father 
makes for you. He will be faithful and will give you what you need to be 
victorious. This is the message of the redemptive work of Christ. You 
can be free. You can live in victory. You can be the victor and not the 
victim. Will you receive from His grace today? Let’s have a time of 
prayer as we…… 
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God’s Heart – Your Heart 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 

Text – John 3: 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that 
the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil…. 36 He who believes in the Son has 
everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abides on him.” 
 
1. The Uncondemning Heart of God 
 
John 3: 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
 
-God’s Heart is to NOT condemn man. Many see God as always eager to 
assign guilt and release judgment. Yes He is judge. Yes He deals with 
sin; but He does so as a result of sin in man, not a desire in His own 
nature that enjoys doing releasing judging. Man is the object of His love 
(John 3:16). Sin is the object of His wrath. 

2. The Saving Heart of God 
 
John 3: 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
 
-God’s purpose is the salvation of man through the finished work of 
Christ 
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3. The Uncondemned Heart of Faith 
 
John 3: 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does 
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God. 
 
-The man who believes in the son is able to live a life unfettered by 
condemnation. Wow, what great news, we do not have to live under 
condemnation. Christ has set us free from it! 

4. The Condemned Heart of Unbelief 
 
John 3: 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does 
not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.  
 
John 3: 36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who 
does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides 
on him.” 
 
-Unbelief concerning the Son of God keeps people under condemnation 
and living apart from the glorious freedom that Christ has now made 
available to those who would place their faith in him. 

Conclusion- Have you placed your faith in Christ? If not, will you do so 
now? Believer, are you struggling with condemnation? Will you choose 
today to rest in the finished work of Christ that has broken the power 
of sin over your life? Freedom is offered to all who lean into Christ and 
rest in His work. 
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Dead, Led, And Fed! 

Living A Spirit-Led Life 
by Eddie Lawrence 
 
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
 
1. The Holy Spirit gives us what we need to manifest our sonship. 
 
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
 
2. The Holy Spirit empowers us to put to death the deeds of the flesh. 
 
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 
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if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
 
3. The Holy Spirit will focus us on our Father instead of our fear. 
 
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
 
4. The Holy Spirit anchors us in our true identity. 
 
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
 
5. The Holy Spirit releases inheritance to us. 
 
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 
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if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
 
6. The Holy Spirit will teach us the relationship between suffering and 
glory. 
 
Romans 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you 
did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and 
if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
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Ten Traits of the New Man 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Ephesians 4:24 and that you put on the new man which was created 
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness. 25 Therefore, 
putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,” 
for we are members of one another. 26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do 
not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 
28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working 
with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him 
who has need. 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but 
what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the 
hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 
were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, 
anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 
32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God in Christ forgave you. 

1. Tell the Truth 
 
Ephesians 4:25 Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you 
speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are members of one another. 
 
2. Don’t Be Sinfully Angry 
 
Ephesians 4:26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down 
on your wrath, 
 
3. Don’t Give the Devil Ground in Your Life 
 
Ephesians 4:27 nor give place to the devil. 
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4. Be A Hard Worker Not A Taker 
 
Ephesians 4:28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him 
labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have 
something to give him who has need. 
 
 5. Be A Giver 
 
Ephesians 4:28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him 
labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have 
something to give him who has need. 
 
 6. Speak forth Goodness and Grace 
 
Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but 
what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the 
hearers. 
 
 7. Don’t Grieve the Holy Spirit 
 
Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you 
were sealed for the day of redemption. 
 
8. Keep Away from Bitterness and It’s Poison Cousins 
 
Ephesians 4:31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 
 
9. Be Kind and Tender 
 
Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 
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10. Be a Good Forgiver 
 
Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 
 

Conclusion: This is an excellent set of Biblical guidelines for the 
committed believer who is willing to allow the Holy Spirit to lead 
him/her to a fruitful and faith-filled life. What a wonderful world this 
would be if everyone followed these Biblical Truths! 
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Come Aside?  -Or-  Come Apart? 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 

(To hear this message with all its applications and illustrations, VISIT 
HERE and look for the sermon title in the archive. I preached it on 
Weds. 09/25/2013) 

Let’s Look for Life Lessons 
 
Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
 
1. Check your ministry mileage.  
 
Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
 
2. Listen for the “Come Aside” 
 
Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
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have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
 
3. Come aside with those who understand what you are doing. 
 
Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
 
4. Choose the “deserted” place. 
 
Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
 
5. Rest while you are there. 
 
Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
  
6. Take the time needed. 
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Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
 
7. Don’t fast during this time.  
 
Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
 
8. Quit “amening” and do it!  
 
Mark 6:30 Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had taught.31 And He said to 
them, “Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a 
while.” For there were many coming and going, and they did not even 
have time to eat. 32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by 
themselves. 
 
9. Realize it won’t be easy! 
 
Mark 6:33 But the multitudes saw them departing, and many knew Him 
and ran there on foot from all the cities. They arrived before them and 
came together to Him. 34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great 
multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they 
were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them 
many things. 
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Accessing the Riches in Glory 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 

(If the following outline peeks your interest and you would like to hear 
it with all its illustrations and see how it flows together, you can access 
the audio version as I preached it HERE. The outline below is the same 
one I use on the audio. When you get to the sermon player just select 
from the archives this particular sermon preached 09/22/13) 
 
First, let’s notice the pattern in Heaven and mine from what is said in 
Heaven and apply it to know what we can now access here on earth. 

Revelation 5 (A New Song) 
9 And they sang a new song, saying:“You are worthy to take the scroll, 
And to open its seals; 
For You were slain, 
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; 
And we shall reign on the earth.” 

Revelation 5 (A Declaration) 

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the 
throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them 
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice: 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
To receive power and riches and wisdom, 
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 

 

http://gracehouse.info/sermons
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ANCHOR TEXT: 

Philippians 4:15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of 
the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with 
me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16 For even in 
Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities. 17 Not 
that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account. 

  

Philippians 4:18-20 

Philippians 4:18 Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received 
from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, 
an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. 19 And my God shall 
supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

1. What are the riches in glory? 
 
-The wisdom of the Holy Spirit that is imparted to people to understand 
the operation of giving and receiving. v15 

-The action of the Holy Spirit moving on the hearts of people to provide 
aid for another’s necessities. v16-17 

-The spiritual understanding of sharing. v15 

-The understanding of the grace of receiving that allows blessing to 
flow into the lives of others. v17 

-The understanding that God responds to properly motivated giving and 
receiving with pleasure. v18 -20 
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-The understanding that when we give we position ourselves for God’s 
supply. V19 

-God’s supply coming into your life or being released through your life. 

-They are Grace gifts. 

2. How do we access these riches? 
 
-by Christ Jesus v19 

-by trusting in God’s faithfulness 

-by consistently giving to the glory of God 

-by following through on the Holy Spirit’s direction 

-by recognizing God’s supply given to us 

3. What is the result of receiving these riches in glory? 
 
-Needs are met by God’s supply. 

-Fruit is produced in people’s lives. 

-Relationships are built on a spiritual foundation. 

-God is glorified. 

-The Christ life is manifested.  

A verse to meditate on……… 
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Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might 
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 
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4 Reminders Of The Ministry Of The Holy Spirit 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
TEXT: John 14: 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may abide with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows 
Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. 
 
Following is a basic outline that focuses on four areas of ministry of the 
Holy Spirit. This is just a different way of looking at it. Please realize 
these four areas are only four out of many that could be listed. 

 
1. The Restraining Ministry of the Holy Spirit v17 
 
- He is not received by the world. He leads us away from the world and 
deeper and deeper into the Kingdom life. 

- He is the “Holy” Spirit and where He is, there is purity and power at 
work. He comes bringing the grace to live out the gift of righteousness 
we have been given. Therefore, He is releasing salt into this corrupt 
world. Because of His presence, sin is held from landing its full blow. 

2. The Retraining Ministry of the Holy Spirit v17 
 
-Notice He is the Spirit of Truth. He begins to work in our lives and 
exposes the lies we have believed and leads us into truth. 

-This refers to the renewing of our minds as the Holy Spirit empowers 
and teaches us as we feed on God’s Word. 

3. The Retaining Ministry of the Holy Spirit v17 
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- He dwells in us. He is present with us. He brings to us all we need from 
the riches that are ours in Christ. We know him and are known by him. 

-Jesus said the Holy Spirit would bring things to our remembrance. He 
helps us retain the knowledge we gain in our Christian life. 

- He takes from Jesus and gives to us. 

4. The Remaining Ministry of the Holy Spirit v16 
 
-Jesus say He would be with us forever.  John 14:16 

- We are sealed unto the day of Christ’s return when we will be 
presented to him as his bride. Our adoption and manifests through the 
presence of the Holy Spirit within us. He cries out “Abba” within us. He 
leads us into obedience sonship because those who are led by the Spirit 
are God’s sons. 

- Jesus said that He would be always unto the end of the age. This is the 
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ within us enabling us to carry out his 
commission to go, disciple, baptize and teach all nations. 
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He’s Praying for Me! 

by Eddie Lawrence 
  

Hebrews 7:23 Also there were many priests, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues 
forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able 
to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them. (NKJV) 

1. The Problem of the Old Priestly Ministry 
 
Hebrews 7:23 Also there were many priests, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues 
forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able 
to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them. 
  

2. The Person of the New Priestly Ministry 
 
Hebrews 7:23 Also there were many priests, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues 
forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able 
to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them. 
  

3. The Permanence of the New Priestly Ministry 
 
Hebrews 7:23 Also there were many priests, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues 
forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able 
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to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them. 
  

4. The Power of the New Priestly Ministry 
Hebrews 7:23 Also there were many priests, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues 
forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able 
to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them. 
  

5. The Prayers of the New Priestly Ministry 
Hebrews 7:23 Also there were many priests, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing. 24 But He, because He continues 
forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able 
to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them. 
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Stick It Out! 

by Eddie Lawrence 

 

Anchor Text 

Hebrews 6: 9 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning 
you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this 
manner. 10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love 
which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to 
the saints, and do minister.  

Hebrews 6:11 And we desire that each one of you show the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not 
become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises.  

Hebrews 6:13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He 
could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,14 saying, “Surely 
blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” 15 And so, 
after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.  

1. Keep doing what’s right. 

Hebrews 6: 9 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning 
you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this 
manner. 10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love 
which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to 
the saints, and do minister.  

2. Stick it out but don’t get stuck. 

Hebrews 6:11 And we desire that each one of you show the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not 
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become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises.  

3. Follow those who have followed through. 

Hebrews 6:11 And we desire that each one of you show the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not 
become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises.  

4. Don’t give up and you won’t be let down. 

Hebrews 6:13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He 
could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,14 saying, “Surely 
blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.” 15 And so, 
after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.  
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Four Words of Advice Before You Say “I DO!” 

By Eddie Lawrence 
 
----The following is an outline I recently put together and used in a 
wedding I performed. It could also easily be used to preach a sermon 
about marriage, or about life in general. Here are some alternate titles 
to help you see what I mean. You can use the same points but with a 
different view in mind: 
 
Four Reminders to Keep Your Marriage Strong 
What to Remember When Tough Times Come 
Four Mile Markers to Keep Your Life on Track 
 
I hope this outline blesses you. The outline below reflects usage in a 
marriage ceremony----- 
 
As we stand here in this altar and before I lead you through your vows 
to one another, I want to share with you four simple words of advice 
which I believe will greatly benefit you in having a successful married 
life together. They are simple but the results they produce are 
profound. First, I encourage you to…… 
 
1. Remember to Pray 
 
-We have all seen the bumper sticker which says, “The family that prays 
together stays together.” Well it is more than a cliché. It works.  
 
- I challenge the two of you to find time to pray together as a couple. By 
doing this, you are inviting God and His counsel into your marriage. You 
are also demonstrating that you realize that both of you desire 
Heaven’s help in your lives. 
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-I once read that a study showed that husbands and wives that took 
time each day to pray together had a divorce rate of only 1 in 1200. So 
one of the greatest things you can do to add longevity and blessing to 
your marriage is to remember to pray. 
  
2. Remember to Love 
 
-God is love. If it is not love, it is not God. Let me remind you what the 
love that God blesses looks like:  
 
1 Corinthians 13: 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; 
love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, 
does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice 
in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails…. 
 
-This is the way Christ loves his bride and you are to love and respect 
one another. 
 
-Anytime there is conflict, remember to love. Anytime you feel isolated, 
remember to love. Anytime your spouse seems distant, remember to 
love.  
-The Scripture we just read says “love never fails.” So love always wins. 
It has a 100% success rate. When all else fails, remember to love. 
 
3. Remember to Believe 
 
-There will be times when life will tempt you to doubt God and doubt 
one another. I encourage you in such times to remember to believe. 
Believe in one another. Remember what you know to be true about 
each other’s hearts. This one thing can keep you out of a lot of vain 
imagination and fear. Most misunderstandings begin to clear up if you 
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will simply remember to believe what you know to be true about each 
other. 
 
-Remember to always believe in God’s goodness and grace extended to 
help you in time of need. He has promised never to leave you nor 
forsake you which is the same promise that you are making to each 
other here today. In believing His promise, you will be strengthened to 
live out your own promise to each other. 
 
5. Remember to Forgive  
 
-I have heard it stated, and I believe rightly so, that a good marriage is 
made up of two good forgivers. Your marriage can become sweeter and 
sweeter as the years roll by if, and only if, you remember to forgive. A 
forgiving heart will not allow bitterness, resentment, and hostility to set 
up camp in your marriage. 
 
-In every disagreement that may come, one of you has to make the first 
choice to forgive. That will prove to be the best choices you will ever 
make. Always remember to forgive. 
 
Conclusion: So remember to pray, remember to love, remember to 
believe, and remember to forgive. Now….if you believe it to be the will 
of God for you to be married would you now turn and face each other 
and take one another by the hand so that you may exchange your 
vows. 
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WHO MADE YOU THE JUDGE? 

By Eddie Lawrence 
 
Introduction: Is it wrong to judge other people? Well you may say, 
“Jesus said you can tell a tree by the fruit it bears.” He did say that. Yes 
you may be able to see someone else’s sin or weakness, but the ability 
to see that does not give you the credential to judge.  
 
Jesus had some instruction about judgment for us: 
  
Text: Matthew 7:1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what 
judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, 
it will be measured back to you. 3 And why do you look at the speck in 
your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or 
how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your 
eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the 
plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye. 
 
1.  Do Not Judge 
 
Matthew 7:1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 
 
-There is not much debate about what NOT means. 

2. Judging Brings Judgment 
 
Matthew 7:1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what 
judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, 
it will be measured back to you. 
 
A. The size hammer you swing toward others will be swung at you. 
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B. You set yourself up as a judge, then you will be judged by that same 
standard. 

 
C. Judging returns to you and exposes you in the same area you judged 
someone else. 

3. Check Under Your Own Hood 
 
When tempted to judge others, remember to examine your own life. 

Matthew 7:3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, 
but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to 
your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a 
plank is in your own eye? 
 
4. Carelessly Judging Others is Hypocrisy 
 
Matthew 7: 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the 
speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! 
First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly 
to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
 
5. Choose to Be A Healer and Not a Hypocrite 
 
Matthew 7:5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
  

- When you see a hindrance in another’s life, make sure it is not in your 
own, and then seek to help them live life as an overcomer. 



65 
 

- Most of the time when Christians judge others, the result is punitive 
and harmful. Our hearts are to be directed in bringing people into 
wholeness and health. 

- Anyone who has ever been the subject of mean spirited judging 
realizes how devastating and harmful it can be. 

Conclusion: It boils down to this – Will we obey Jesus and stop judging 
people in a way that drives them from grace and start seeing through 
clear eyes that have been healed by the mercy and love of God? Will 
we begin offering to help people find the power to overcome through 
Jesus Christ? 
 

 

 

 

 

Want the first two volumes of this series of outlines? 

Click Here to Buy Sermon Outlines by Eddie Lawrence Vol. 1  

Click Here to Buy Sermon Outlines by Eddie Lawrence Vol. 2 
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