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“I am happy to share this second volume of 20 sermon outlines with 
you. I do so with the hope and prayer that they are a blessing to you 
and those to whom you may minister. I know you will be able to edit 
and enhance them and fill them with the experiences and revelation the 
Lord has given you. May you be blessed in your ministry.”                                                                                                
~ Eddie Lawrence 
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A STEADFAST CONTINUING…. 
by Eddie Lawrence 
 

Introduction – Ever wondered what life looked like in the early church. 
Well there is actually a summary at the end of Acts 2 that gives us 
glimpses of that. Of course the whole book of Acts is an unfolding look 
at the Christian lives of early disciples, but these summary verses 
contain core foundational practices that we still need today. In a sense, 
the following ten insights are what they early church had that every 
church needs. 

Summary of the First Days – Section 1 
Acts 2:40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, 
saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.”41 Then those who 
gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three 
thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers. 
 
1. They were a baptized community who believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and 
that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
 
2. They committed to Apostolic teaching. 
 
Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and 
that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they 
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continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
 
3. They experienced regular fellowship. 
 
Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and 
that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
 
4. They regularly ate and shared the covenant meal. 
 
Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and 
that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
Also – Acts 2:46, Acts 20:7,11 

5. They prayed often together. 
 
Acts 2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and 
that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
 
Summary of the First Days – Section 2 
 
Acts 2:43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were 
together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions 
and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 
 
6. They experienced supernatural ministry. 
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Acts 2:43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were 
together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions 
and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 
 
7. They had true unity and community. 
 
Acts 2:43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were 
together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions 
and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 
 
8. They were givers. 
 
Acts 2:43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs 
were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were 
together, and had all things in common, 45 andsold their possessions 
and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 
 
Summary of the First Days – Section 3 
 
Acts 2:46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness 
and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 
saved. 
 
9. They were filled with gladness and simplicity. 
 
Acts 2:46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness 
and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
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people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 
saved. 
 
10. They praised God and enjoyed favor. 
 
Acts 2:46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness 
and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 
saved. 
 
RESULT = THE LORD SAVED PEOPLE. 
 
Acts 2:46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness 
and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being 
saved. 
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GETTING BACK TO YOUR FUTURE 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
TEXT: John 1: 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through 
Him, and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His 
own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His 
name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. 
  

1.  JESUS IS THE GOD-MAN 
 
John 1: 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, 
and the world did not know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His 
own did not receive Him. 
 
Note: Take time to share about the incarnation and how it is the 
fulfillment of Genesis 3:15 as the remedy to restore man to his original 
place with God. The following sub-points will help and they are right in 
this passage: 

A. He lived in the world. 
B. He made the world. 
C. He was a man. 
D. He was a Jewish man. 

2. JESUS BRINGS MEN AND WOMEN INTO GOD’S FAMILY 
 
John 1: 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive 
Him. 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were 
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born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 
 
Note: Keep on the theme of bringing people back to where God has 
always wanted them. 

A. Some reject Christ. 
B. Some receive Christ and believe on his name. 
C. Those who receive Christ enter God’s family as children. 
 
3. JESUS INVESTS THOSE WHO BELIEVE WITH DIVINE AUTHORITY 
 
John 1: 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But 
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
Note: Believers need to realize that they now have the right/authority 
to live as God’s children in this world. They have divinely given divine 
authority. As God’s child, they continue the ministry of Jesus to bring 
others to God through Jesus Christ. 

4. JESUS RECONNECTS PEOPLE TO GOD’S WILL FOR THEIR LIVES 
John 1: 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But 
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 
of God, to those who believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
Note: Encourage people to see themselves through this truth. To 
receive Christ is God’s will. Each individual believer can know that God 
desires them to be His children. It was His plan. It was the reason He 
sent Jesus. It is so important for people to know God’s heart toward 
them as His child. 
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WHAT’S THE CHURCH DOING? 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
The following is a bare bones outline that you can use as a starting 
point for a message on the purpose of the Church. Go for it and see 
what happens. 

 

Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, 
He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, 
am?” 14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say 
to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and 
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 
  

1. WE ARE WORHIPPING (Jesus Christ the Son of God upon whom the 
Church is built) 
 
2. WE ARE WITNESSING (To the world held behind the bars of the dark 
kingdom) 
 
3. WE ARE WORKING (Carrying on the work of Jesus unlocking the 
gates that hold people hostage and locking up the powers of 
darkness) 



10 
 

 
4. WE ARE WARRING (We are storming the gates of hell) 
 
5. WE ARE WAITING (For the return of Jesus) 
 
6. WE ARE WINNING (The gates cannot stand against us and the 
Church will increase) 
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4 FACETS OF BEING HEAVENLY MINDED 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
The Bible teaches that as a man thinks so is he. So, it is important that 
we think correctly. Following is a passage in Colossians that is loaded 
with some truth about how we should think. 

TEXT: Colossians 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of 
God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For 
you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who 
is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
 
1. A SEARCHING MIND 
 
Colossians 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
 
2. A SET MIND 
 
Colossians 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
 
3. A SPIRITUAL MIND 
 
Colossians 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
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your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
 
4. A SECURE MIND  
 
Colossians 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life 
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
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WHO GETS SQUEEZED AT A JESUS JAM? 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
The following is a very simple outline that pulls in some key points in 
Luke 15 which features the story of the lost coin, the lost sheep, and 
the lost son. My focus is to see how these stories affected the different 
people they were told to as well as Jesus. Here are my ideas which you 
can further develop into your own sermon. 

TEXT: Luke 15 

1. Sinners were invited – Notice Jesus was hanging out with sinners. 
Aren’t you glad that’s his heart? 
 
2. Pharisees were ignited – Don’t be surprised that “religious” people 
get upset when you start doing what Jesus did. They ganged up on 
Jesus with their accusations against him for hanging out with sinners. 
Hmmmm. Of course we must remember that they too need a greater 
revelation of the loving heart of our Father God. 
 
3. Angels were excited — Notice that at the end of the story the angels 
were rejoicing. What matters is what Heaven thinks about loving on 
sinners not what religion thinks. The Father threw a party for his son 
who returned home and Jesus tells us this is the atmosphere of Heaven 
when a sinner comes to the Lord. It is the right thing for us to make 
merry and be glad and get over our elder brother critical spirit. 
 
4. Jesus was delighted — All these stories Jesus told were told to show 
us His Father’s true heart toward sinners (which is all of us by the way). 
We too should find great joy in represented God’s heart to the world in 
which we live. So many people see God as mad and mean, yet, it is so 
clear that He is love and desires to have intimate joyful relationship 
with us all. We must come to the end of ourselves and run to Father’s 
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house and bask in His grace, love, and acceptance. And then carry it to 
others. Jesus brought it to us, let’s pass it on! 
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THE BRIDE OF MR. GRACE 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
Married to Mr. Law 

Romans 7:1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who 
know the law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he 
lives? 2 For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her 
husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released 
from the law of her husband.  

 
 

Married to Mr. Grace 
 
Romans 7:3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another 
man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is 
free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married 
another man. 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to 
the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to 
another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear 
fruit to God. 
 
We are not married to a standard; we are married to a Savior! 
Jesus is Mr. Grace 
 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 
15 John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He 
was before me.’” 
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16 And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17 For 
the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Mr. Grace Comes with Grace and Truth 
 
Colossians 1:3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ 
Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is 
laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the 
truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the 
world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day 
you heard and knew the grace of God in truth; 
 
Mr. Grace Brings Out the Best in Me 
 
Romans 6:14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not 
under law but under grace. 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under 
grace? Certainly not!  
 
Mr. Grace Enables Me to Overcome 
 
Romans 5:20 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. 
But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 21 so that as sin 
reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Mr. Grace Builds Me Up 
 
Acts 20:32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word 
of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified.  
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Mr. Grace Gives Me Righteousness 
 
Galatians 2:19 For I through the law died to the law that I might live to 
God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 21 I do not 
set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, 
then Christ died in vain.” 
 
Mr. Grace Shows Me Who I Really Am 
 
1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that 
have been freely given to us by God. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18 
 

THE 7 NON-OPTIONS 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
Text: Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
Intro – Sometimes we can reduce the things that Jesus taught us to 
options for our everyday lives. But the passage we just read shows us 
some non-options. That is, these are things that Jesus has mandated to 
the church to be carried out till he comes back.  
 
Let’s see how we are doing: 
 
1. We Have Been Given Kingdom Authority Here on Earth 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
2. We Have Been Commanded to Go into All the Nations 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
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them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
3. We Are to Lead People to Christ and teach them to follow Christ. 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
4. We Are to Lead People into the Waters of Baptism 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
5. We Are to Teach People What Jesus Taught His First Disciples 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
6. We Are to Call People to A Lifestyle of Obedience 
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Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
7. We Are to Anchor People into Constant Awareness of Christ’s 
Presence 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
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 SONS OF GOD 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 

TEXT: Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 

This powerful passage from Galatians 3 is full of truths regarding our 
true position as sons of our loving Heavenly Father. As we look at it, I 
would remind you first of all:  

1. We are All Sons in Christ Jesus. 
 
Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 
2. Faith is necessary to become a son. 
 
Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
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according to the promise. 
 
3. Faith is necessary to live like a son. 
 
Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 
4. We do not place faith in our ethnicity. 
 
Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek,there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 
5. We do not place faith in our social status. 
 
Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek,there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 
6. We do not place faith in our gender. 
 
Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
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Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 
7. We do not place faith in our individuality. 
 
Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
 
8. We place faith in a person and in him we realize the promise. 
 
Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise. 
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UNDERSTANDING TARRY TIME 
by Eddie Lawrence 

Text: Luke 24:45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, 
and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And 
you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 
with power from on high.” (NKJV) 
 
INTRODUCTION: The Scripture I have just read come after the 
wonderful story of the resurrected Jesus meeting two of his disciples on 
the road to Emmaus. It is full of wondrous truth. Then it transitions to 
his instructions concerning what they were to do next and what they 
should expect next. Have you ever been that place? Not the literal 
situation described in this passage, but in the place where you feel the 
Lord has told you what to do next and what to expect next? 
Most likely you have, then you realize that the hard part is between 
being told what to do next and what to expect next. They were told to 
go to Jerusalem. They were told that the promise of the Father would 
come upon them. It was the “tarry” part that was crucial. With this 
passage in mind, I want to share with you some truths about what I am 
calling “Tarry Time.” That time of waiting between the promise given 
and the promise experienced. Waiting can be one of the most difficult 
seasons in life. 

1. TARRY TIME IS THE TIME WHEN GOD IS BRINGING TOGETHER 
THINGS NECESSARY FOR YOUR PROMISE TO BE FULFILLED. 
 
Luke 24:45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, 
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and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And 
you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 
with power from on high.” (NKJV) 
 
-We must realize that Romans 8:28 is always true in our lives. God is 
gonna work it all for our good. 
-These disciples needed to know that God was at work when Jesus was 
crucified and that God was not through with them. 
-Dear believer in the middle of a mess and tired of waiting, let me say 
to you, God is at work. You may not see it or understand it in the 
natural. But He will not forsake you in the middle of what you are going 
through. He is never bested by the enemy. He is never at a loss of what 
to do. He is never fearful of the future. Your future is in His hands. If 
you are standing your ground doing what he told you to do and waiting 
on Him, then you are in the best place you can be. Why? Because you 
are waiting and praying while He is working on your behalf. 

 

2. TARRY TIME IS THE TIME WHEN YOU MAY BE CONFUSED ABOUT 
WHAT HAS JUST HAPPENED AND FIND IT DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE THE 
PROMISE GOD HAS GIVEN YOU COULD HAPPEN. 
 
Luke 24:45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is 
written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to 
rise from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send 
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the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of 
Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” (NKJV) 
-Jesus shared revelation with his disciples that what they had witnessed 
was necessary even though it might have seemed confusing. We too 
often need revelation from God to understand why we are going 
through what we are going through. Read James 1:1-5. 

-Have you ever thought God was missing it in your life to only come to 
the place where you later thanked God for what you had gone through? 

3. TARRY TIME IS THE TIME WHEN YOU ARE REQUIRED TO STAY PUT 
WHEN YOU MAY BE TEMPTED TO MOVE ON. 
 
Luke 24:45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, 
and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And 
you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 
with power from on high.” (NKJV) 
 
-I imagine everything in them was telling them to get out of Jerusalem. 
To run, run, run would have been the natural thing to do. We often are 
tempted to run away from the situation that God plans to use to mold 
and shape us so that we can see His promises experienced in our lives. 

4. TARRY TIME IS THE TIME WHEN THE FAITH TO WAIT IS PUT TO THE 
TEST. 
 
Luke 24:45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, 
and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
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dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And 
you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 
with power from on high.” (NKJV) 
 
-Realize this waiting is not a passive thing. They were praying, believing 
God was gonna send His promise to them. 

-By waiting and praying the disciples were actually positioning 
themselves to be in on one of the grandest moments in history. 

-When you are tarrying where God told you to tarry doing what God 
told you to do, then you are positioning yourself to see what God told 
you that you would see. 

-What if they had broken up the prayer meeting one day earlier? Just 
think about that when you are tempted out of haste or impatience to 
just go ahead and do something on your own without God’s peace. 

5. TARRY TIME IS THE TIME GOD USES TO ALIGN YOUR LIFE WITH HIS 
BEST FOR YOUR LIFE. 
 
Luke 24:45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, 
and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And 
you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 
with power from on high.” (NKJV) 
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-God’s gift of the Holy Spirit would be given them enabling them to do 
what the Lord had commanded them to do. We also must always rely 
on the Spirit and the grace of God to know God’s best. 

-This is why it is so important to be led by the Spirit. He leads us into 
the destiny God has planned for us. 

6. TARRY TIME IS WORTH THE WAIT BECAUSE IT DELVERS YOU TO THE 
PROMISE AND THE PROMISE TO YOU.  
 
Luke 24:45 And He opened their understanding, that they might 
comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, 
and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And 
you are witnesses of these things. 49 Behold, I send the Promise of My 
Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued 
with power from on high.” (NKJV) 
 
-Day of Pentecost and the Gospel was released beginning in Jerusalem 
and would be sent throughout the world. 

-By waiting they received what they needed and were able to release it 
to a lost world. 

-By waiting they became world changers. 
 
-By waiting they saw the birth of the church brought forth. 
 
-By waiting they saw thousands saved. Sometimes our tarry time is 
happening so that someone else will come to know Christ because of 
what happens in our lives as a result of waiting on the timing of God. 
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CONCLUSION: Dear friends, waiting and wringing your hands and 
complaining against God is not what we are talking about here. So, are 
you in a place where you are waiting, yet you are standing on a promise 
from God, you are believing God is actively at work, and you are ready 
to spring into action when he speaks clearly about the next thing you 
need to do? If not, now is the time to get in that place. Let’s pray 
together right now…… 
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HOW BIG IS YOUR GOD? 
by Eddie Lawrence 

TEXT: Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

1. THE ABILITY OF MY GOD IS BOUNDLESS 
 
Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 
21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
  

2. THE ABILITY OF MY GOD GOES BEYOND MY PRAYERS 
 
Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we askor think, according to the power that works in us, 
21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
  

3. THE ABILITY OF MY GOD GOES BEYOND MY ABILITY TO IMAGINE 
 
Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we askor think, according to the power that works in us, 
21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
4. THE ABILITY OF MY GOD MANIFESTS IN THE LIVES OF HIS PEOPLE 
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Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 
21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
5. THE ABILITY OF MY GOD IS SEEN THROUGH HIS GLORIOUS CHURCH 
 
Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 
21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
  

6. THE ABILITY OF MY GOD IS ETERNAL 
 
Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, 
21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE ULTIMATE ANSWER FOR THE SEEKING HEART 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, 
we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with him.”3 Jesus answered and 
said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 
1. A DIRECTIVE WORD 
 
John 3: 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 

-Nicodemus was a religious man, a man with the authority to rule, a 
man who was teachable, was checking Jesus out, was interested in how 
Jesus did what he did, and he was able to discern that what he was 
seeing was from God. He was an honest seeker. 
 

-Jesus gave him the answer to a question he did not specifically ask and 
cut to the heart of the matter which was the matter of the heart. 
 

-We too, need to think directly with seeking people. What are they 
really looking for even if they do not know it? How can we lead them 
there? 

2. AN ASSURED WORD 
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John 3: 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 

-There is to be no debate about what Jesus shared. He told Nicodemas, 
you can rest assured that what I am telling you is what you need to 
know and what you need to experience. 
 

-Think of it as Jesus sharing something that had a “God backed 
Guaranteed” on it. 
 

-Do you have as much trust in God to watch over your soul and 
salvation as you do the local bank to watch over your money? God is 
much more solvent that FDIC, amen? 

3. A CONDITIONAL WORD 
 
John 3: 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 

-When Jesus used the word “unless” he was putting a condition on 
Nicodemus. He was telling him, that there was something that had to 
occur in his life to really be able to understand what he thought he was 
seeing. A person has to be born again or he will remain blind to who 
God really is and what God really is doing, and what God desires to do 
in their life. 
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-This is the dividing line for every human being, which brings us to the 
next point. 
 

-This is something you MUST do or else! 

4. AN INDIVIDUAL WORD 
 
John 3: 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 

-This word was to Nicodemus specifically and it is to each of us 
individually. You…and you…..and you……and you…..have to respond 
from our own hearts to this truth for our lives. 

5. A SUPERNATURAL WORD 
 
John 3: 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 

-In the natural a baby does not create itself, he/she simply become the 
creation that is the result of the creative process which came about by 
the choice of the creator. 

-Nicodemus was confused by this as he was thinking in natural terms. 
Jesus quickly explains to them that he is talking about the work of the 
Holy Spirit. It was not a natural but a supernatural event. It was a birth 
of the Spirit. To attempt to reduce salvation and being born again to an 
intellectual event is to widely miss the mark. Yes a decision is required, 
but the decision is the submission of one’s ALL into the hands of the 
Spirit of God to do the transforming regenerative work that is called the 
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new birth. It is the Spirit of God who delivers us into the reality of the 
Kingdom of God with its King and its Father of a new family or sons and 
daughters who have been translated from darkness to light. 

6. AN ETERNAL WORD 
 
John 3: 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
 

-The new birth is followed by the new life which is life in God’s family 
and life in God’s Kingdom where He rules in and through the lives of His 
children. It comes with a new set of spiritual eyes that can see the work 
and movements of the Holy Spirit and understands the power of the 
blood of Jesus and the finished work of the cross. 
 

-It is an eternal word in that it fits us for the eternity that Father has 
always desired for us. It makes us worthy to be partakers of our true 
inheritance. It is God’s gift to us through His glorious Son the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

7. A NOW WORD 
 
Let me change this verse just a little to make it personal to you 
 
John 3: 3 Jesus answered and says to you, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless you are born again, you cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” (paraphrased) 
 
-Every person who has ever heard those words of Jesus has answered 
him back in one way or the other. You will either walk toward him or 
away from him. 
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-Right now, what will you do about what Jesus says to you through his 
conversation with Nicodemus? Will you neglect, ignore or walk away 
from this invitation to the new life Christ offers? Or, will you receive 
Him and the transforming work of the Holy Spirit to change your life? 
Will you be born again, right now? Will you trust the One who died for 
you? Will you give your life to Christ? 
 

Dear friend, you would not be here, if God was not dealing with you.  

You were made for Him. This is what your heart has longed for. This is 
what you were created for. The Kingdom is all around you. Come right 
now……. 
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YOU REALLY CAN! 
by Eddie Lawrence 

TEXT: John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
  

1. YOU CAN REALLY KNOW YOU ARE LOVED 
 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
  

2. YOU CAN REALLY HAVE A FUTURE THAT DOES NOT ENDS WRONGLY 
 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
  

3. YOU CAN REALLY HAVE THE BEST THERE IS TO HAVE 
 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
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4. YOU CAN REALLY KNOW THE UNCONDEMNING CHRIST 
 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
 
5. YOU CAN REALLY BELIEVE AND BE SAVED RIGHT NOW 
 
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
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BONE MOVING FAITH 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
TEXT: Acts 3: Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at 
the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a certain man lame from his 
mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered 
the temple; 3 who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, 
asked for alms.4 And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look 
at us.” 5 So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something 
from them. 6 Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I 
do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8 So he, leaping 
up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, 
leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at 
the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him. 
  

1. THE LAME 
 
Acts 3:1 Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the 
hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a certain man lame from his 
mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered 
the temple; 
 
- This represents a need that presented itself. 

2. THE LOOK 
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Acts 3:3 who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked 
for alms.4 And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” 
 
- This represents the step Peter took so that a lame man could take a 
step. 

3. THE LORD 
 
Acts 3:15 So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something 
from them. 6 Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I 
do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk.”  
 
-Peter declared the name of the Lord Jesus Christ over this man as he 
prayed and the Lord backed him up. 

4. THE LIFT 
 
Acts 3:7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8 So he, leaping 
up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, 
leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at 
the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him. 
 
 -This is Peter reaching out to help someone do what they can do to see 
God move in their lives. 
 
-Sometimes people need a little pick me up to help them believe. 

5. THE LEAP 
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Acts 3: 8 So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple 
with them—walking, leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw 
him walking and praising God. 10 Then they knew that it was he who sat 
begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled 
with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 
 
-Notice that this man’s bones received strength and for the first time 
moved into action supporting the man’s weight and he leaped to his 
feet. This is amazing when you think of the fact that the man was not 
only healed but did not have to learn to walk or jump. 

- This is the result of being sensitive to what God wants to do in the 
flow of our everyday lives. We often missed miracles because we are 
seeing what God wants to do right where we are. 
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7 TRUTHS ABOUT ANGELS 

By Eddie Lawrence 

Text: Psalm 103:19 The Lord has established His throne in heaven, 
And His kingdom rules over all. 
20 Bless the Lord, you His angels, 
Who excel in strength, who do His word, 
Heeding the voice of His word. 
21 Bless the Lord, all you His hosts, 
You ministers of His, who do His pleasure. 
The Bible teaches us much about angels, but let’s limit our look to these 
verses at the end of the 103rd Psalm. I see seven truths I would like to 
share with you: 
 
1. They Are His (you His angels….) 
 
2. They Are Strong (excel in strength) 
 
3. They Are Obedient (do His word….) 
 
4. They Listen Well to His Word (Heeding the voice of His word….) 
 
5. They Work Together (all you His hosts….) 
 
6. They Are Ministers (You ministers of His….) 
 
7. They Please God (who do His pleasure….) 
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SATANIC STRATEGIES EXPOSED 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
This message can be heard as I preached HERE.  
 
Two verses to start with…. 
 
Luke 22:31 Simon, Simon (Peter), listen! Satan has asked excessively 
that [all of] you be given up to him [out of the power and keeping of 
God], that he might sift [all of] you like grain,…. (Amplified) 

2 Corinthians 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are 
not ignorant of his devices. 

Key Passage 
 

Acts 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to 
harass some from the church. 2 Then he killed James the brother of 
John with the sword. 3 And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he 
proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of 
Unleavened Bread. 4 So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, 
and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to 
bring him before the people after Passover. 
  

1. THE ENEMY WILL USE PEOPLE TO ABUSE PEOPLE 
 
Acts 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to 
harass some from the church. 2 Then he killed James the brother of 
John with the sword. 3 And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he 
proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of 
Unleavened Bread. 4 So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, 
…. 

http://gracehouse.info/sermons
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2. THE ENEMY ESPECIALLY TARGETS TO TAKE DOWN THOSE WITH 
INFLUENCE 
 
Acts 12:1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to 
harass some from the church. 
  

3. THE ENEMY TEMPTS PEOPLE TO PROSTITUTE THEMSELVES TO GAIN 
FAVOR WITH OTHERS 
 
Acts 12:2 Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3 And 
because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize 
Peter also…. 
  

4. THE ENEMY STRATEGICALLY PLANS HIS STRIKES TO CAPITALIZE HIS 
AGENDA 
 
Acts  3 And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded 
further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened 
Bread. 4 So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring 
him before the people after Passover. 
  

A REMINDER OF 7 VICTORY NOTES 
 
1. Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. 

 
2. Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 
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3. You have been given power to tread under foot all the power of the 
enemy. 
 

4. God is for you and nothing can separate you from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus. 
 

5. You overcome by the blood of lamb and the power of your 
testimony. 
 

6. You have the whole armor of God. 
 

7. For it is written ….. You have the Word of God as your sword! 
  

FINAL STATEMENT: 
Now here is the truth. James died and went from Earth to Heaven. 
Peter lived and continued to bring Heaven down to Earth. 
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A WHOLE LOT OF BLESSING GOING ON! 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
(This is a very simple and basic outline that you can use. You can add 
the meat to the bones. The aim of this teaching is to demonstrate that 
God is to be glorified by everything He has created.) 

Introduction: As I read Psalm 103, I see four different calls from David 
for someone or something to bless the Lord. As I read it, please listen 
and see if you can hear these four different calls. 
 
Psalm 103:1-22 (NKJV) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
And all that is within me, bless His holy name! 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
And forget not all His benefits: 
3 Who forgives all your iniquities, 
Who heals all your diseases, 
4 Who redeems your life from destruction, 
Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 
5 Who satisfies your mouth with good things, 
So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6 The Lord executes righteousness 
And justice for all who are oppressed. 
7 He made known His ways to Moses, 
His acts to the children of Israel. 
8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy. 
9 He will not always strive with us, 
Nor will He keep His anger forever. 
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
Nor punished us according to our iniquities. 
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11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is His mercy toward those who fear Him; 
12 As far as the east is from the west, 
So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father pities his children, 
So the Lord pities those who fear Him. 
14 For He knows our frame; 
He remembers that we are dust. 
15 As for man, his days are like grass; 
As a flower of the field, so he flourishes. 
16 For the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
And its place remembers it no more. 
17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
On those who fear Him, 
And His righteousness to children’s children, 
18 To such as keep His covenant, 
And to those who remember His commandments to do them. 
19 The Lord has established His throne in heaven, 
And His kingdom rules over all. 
20 Bless the Lord, you His angels, 
Who excel in strength, who do His word, 
Heeding the voice of His word. 
21 Bless the Lord, all you His hosts, 
You ministers of His, who do His pleasure. 
22 Bless the Lord, all His works, 
In all places of His dominion. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
Now, let’s take a look at the four calls of the Psalmist and talk a little bit 
about each of them. 

  

1. Our Souls are to Bless Him – verses 1-18 and verse 22 
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-Man was the pinnacle of God’s creation. 
 
-Sometimes we need to tell our soul to start blessing the Lord. When 
we do this we align with the very purpose that we were created. 

-We can declare the power of other people or things in our lives or we 
can declare that is the Lord’s power and glory that are the greatest 
influence in our lives. 

-It is an amazing thought that we can actually bless the Lord. It is 
amazing that He desires for us to bless Him. We are invited to add our 
voice to the rest of creation in the chorus of praise that points the lost 
world toward God. 

-Think of all the reasons your soul should bless the Lord. Your salvation, 
family, provision, etc. Take these things and use them as bullets fired in 
gratitude. This will get your soul thinking what it needs to think and 
saying what it needs to say. 
 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
And forget not all His benefits: 
3 Who forgives all your iniquities, 
Who heals all your diseases, 
4 Who redeems your life from destruction, 
Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, 
5 Who satisfies your mouth with good things, 
So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
(More in the following verses if you just look….) 
 
2. His Angels are to Bless Him –verses 19-20 
 
-The angels are God’s messengers. 
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-They bless Him when they minister to us because they were created to 
do so. 
 
-They bless Him as they sing of His holiness around the throne. 
 
-They bless Him as they carry out His judgments in the Earth. 
 
-They bless Him when they deliver His personal messages to people. 
 
3. His Hosts are to Bless Him – verse 21 
 
-This would include the armies of angels and other created beings 
(Book of Revelation reveals other created beings that are before the 
Lord.) 
 
-As a marching army on Earth calls attention to the greatness of their 
King, so does the hosts of Heaven declare that He is the King of all 
kings. 
 
4. His Works are to Bless Him – verse 22 
 
-All God has created is to bless Him. 
 
-The birds He fees sing to His glory. 
 
-The leaves on the trees clap their hands in praise to Him. 
 
-The river rushes on with it’s music as an anthem to Him. 
 
-The stars twinkle in the night sky saying He is great! 
 
-The whole universe which is upheld by the word of His power is a 
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testimony that He is the grand Designer and powerful Creator of all 
things. 
  
Conclusion: Everything that has been created was created for His 
pleasure. It is when we please the Lord that He is blessed. The Lord is 
blessed when what He has created manifests the goodness and glory 
that God created them to manifest. Jesus tells us that when we our 
lights shine, it causes people to see God’s glory. 
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5 SIMPLE TRUTHS CONCERNING SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
Text: 2 Corinthians 2:10 Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. 
For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your 
sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 lest Satan should take advantage of 
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. 
 
From the above verses, we can conclude the following observations: 

1. Satan can take advantage of believers. 

Text: 2 Corinthians 2:10 Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. 
For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your 
sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 lest Satan should take advantage of 
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. 
 
2. Satan does have devices. 
 
Text: 2 Corinthians 2:10 Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. 
For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your 
sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 lest Satan should take advantage of 
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. 
  
3. Christians should be aware of Satan’s devices. 
 
Text: 2 Corinthians 2:10 Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. 
For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your 
sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 lest Satan should take advantage of 
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. 
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4. Christians should forgive and avoid those things that give Satan an 
advantage. 
 
Text: 2 Corinthians 2:10 Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. 
For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your 
sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 lest Satan should take advantage of 
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. 
 
- Note the context here is that unforgiveness is a entry point for Satan 
to gain advantage over us in our lives. 

5. Christians should know how to overcome Satan and his devices. 
 
Text: 2 Corinthians 2:10 Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. 
For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your 
sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 lest Satan should take advantage of 
us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. 
 
-The very reason Paul included these verses is to educate the 
Corinthians on knowing that forgiveness could free them from Satan 
forming a base of operation in their own lives. The refusal to forgive 
puts a person in a place where they perceive their judgment to be 
superior to God’s Who has chosen to forgive the offender in question. 
This judgment allows Satan to move with authority against you because 
you have placed your own self in a position to be attacked. 
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LIVING THE FRUITFUL LIFE 

by Eddie Lawrence 
 
Text: John 15:1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the 
vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes 
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have 
spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in Me. 
5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and 
they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If 
you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you 
desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If 
you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have 
kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. (NKJV) 
 
It is verse 5 that I desire to focus on for this teaching. I see in it, three 
perspectives of the life we are to live as Christians. Let me share these 
three with you and comment on each of them. 

1. THE CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE 
 
Focus – I abide in Christ. 
 
John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in 
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing. 
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-This is meditative, peace filling, love soaking, presence awareness 
reality of your Christianity. 
 
-This enables us to fulfill our destiny and live out of our true identity 
because we truly believe and see ourselves in Him. 

Tips on developing a more contemplative life: 

A. Attention – Give him your undivided attention. When you center 
your life on his life, then you get more of the measure that he provides 
to you for everything you face in life. 

Illus- We are all sitting in this auditorium together right now. But if you 
are day dreaming, you don’t have a clue as to what is going on or being 
said right now. Likewise, your position is that you are “in Christ” but if 
you are giving him your attention, you will not know what is 
happening—what he is saying, what he wants you to receive, what he 
wants you to do. 
 
B. Affection – Love him from your heart. Give him your affection. A 
man can be in the same place with his wife and hear what she is saying, 
yet never experience what he could, if he shared his heart’s affections 
with her. In a similar way, it is being vulnerable and expressive from the 
heart level in our relation with the Lord that we begin to understand 
what is truly in his heart toward us. 
Isn’t it amazing that he says he wants us to abide (dwell, remain, hang 
out together with) him? 

 
C. Availability – You can pay attention, and express your affections, but 
you were created to also walk in a willful obedience toward the Lord. 
He says in the verses, if you keep commandments, you will abide in my 
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love. He loves you no matter what, but if you want his love to manifest 
in your life and impact others, you have to be available to do what he 
asks. This leads us to the next major point I want to talk about….. 

2.  THE DEMONSTRATIVE LIFE 
 
Focus – Christ abides in me. 
 
John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 
 
-This is the Christ in you, Holy Spirit led, gifts flowing, power releasing, 
kingdom advancing reality of your Christianity. 
 
-This enables us to fulfill our destiny and live out of our identity because 
we truly understand and believe that He is in us. 

- Obedience is required to remain in the place of love. 

-Paul wrote, “I can do all things through Christ who is my strength!” 
There is a doing that flows out of our being. There is a power that is to 
flow out of our position in Christ. He said, “Without him we can do 
nothing.” The life and power has to come from him as our life and 
source. 

3. THE PRODUCTIVE LIFE 
 
Focus – In this union with Christ, fruit is produced. 
 
John 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 
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- This is the character expressing, influence expanding, sphere shaping, 
evidence producing, fruit bearing reality of your Christianity. 
 
- This is the result of being grounded in knowing He lives in us and we 
live in Him. 

-The fruit here is the manifestation of Christ in our lives and the lives of 
others. The abiding in him and he in us results in an outflow of his 
nature and character through us. If what we are manifesting is not 
compatible with who Christ is, then we are not being fed from the right 
root system. 

-This is the life God has called us to live and in Romans 8:29 we are told 
that Father’s end result that He purposed ahead of time is that we be 
conformed into the image of Christ. The abiding life and the indwelling 
of his life are both necessary to fully express Christ to this world. 
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THE POTTER’S WHEEL 

by Eddie Lawrence 
  
INTRO- You will want to share more background to the passage than I 
do in the brief outline below and maybe begin with a question like: 
“How many of you here today, feel as if you are having to start over? 
You feel like you have been broken to pieces, slam dunked, and thrown 
into a spin?” Well it may just be……….THAT YOU ARE ON THE POTTER’S 
WHEEL! 

TEXT: Jeremiah 18:1The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, 
saying: 2 “Arise and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 
cause you to hear My words.” 3 Then I went down to the potter’s house, 
and there he was, making something at the wheel. 4 And the vessel that 
he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it 
again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make. 
 
1. THE HAND 
 
TRUTH IN A STATEMENT – CHILD OF GOD, YOUR LIFE IS IN THE HAND 
OF GOD. 
 
-The potter is one who uses his hand to shape clay into something 
useful. 

 
-God is the Master Potter who took clay and formed a man with a 
prosperous and powerful result in mind. 

 
- In the context of this passage, God was speaking a nation whom he 
formed. 
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2. THE MAN 
 
TRUTH IN A STATEMENT – CHILD OF GOD, YOUR TRANSFORMATION AT 
TIMES INVOLVES BROKENNESS AND PAIN. 
 
-Israel is in view here, but the principle is that God still forms and molds 
and shapes men and women into vessels for His glory. 

Illus – (Share a story of a time in your own life when things didn’t make 
sense but God shaped and taught you something very valuable in the 
process) 
 
-Do you realize that even the people who still loved God were suffering 
during this time in Israel’s history? The sins of others often affect us 
and our sins often affect others. But in the midst of it all, God still 
knows your name, your destiny, and His purpose for you. 
 
-You are in God’s hand dear believer and He is molding you. Here is the 
New Covenant picture – Romans 8:29 ….He is shaping and conforming 
you into the image of Christ. 
 
3. THE PLAN 
 
TRUTH IN A STATEMENT – CHILD OF GOD, WHAT GOD HAS IN MIND 
FOR YOU IS GLORIOUS AND GOOD. 
 
-Israel failed, so He is saying He will take the clay and reform it and 
make into something new and useful. 

 
-This is what he does in us at times, when we go through trials and 
difficulties and even failures. He takes what we are, where we are, and 
shapes into something useful for His glory and purposes. 
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-Eph. 2:10 tells us He has a plan for us. 

 
-Sometimes when you are in the middle of the process, you have to 
remember the end result. 

 
-And always in all the process, remember the grace and mercy available 
to New Covenant believers in the Master Potter’s throne room. 

Illus – (Share a starting over story about someone’s life where God 
used them mightily. An example would be Moses, Peter, etc.) 
 
CONCLUSION: Call people to trust in the Potter’s hand and submit to 
the Potter’s plan. 
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WHAT’S THE LORD ASKING YOU TO DO? 

by Eddie Lawrence 
  
TEXT: Luke 5:  So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear 
the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret,2 and saw 
two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them 
and were washing their nets. 3 Then He got into one of the boats, which 
was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat 
down and taught the multitudes from the boat. 
4 When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into 
the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 
5 But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night 
and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the 
net.” 6 And when they had done this, they caught a great number of 
fish, and their net was breaking.7 So they signaled to their partners in 
the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both 
the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell 
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord!” 
9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish 
which they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do 
not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.” 11 So when they had 
brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. (NKJV) 
 
Five things he asked Peter to do: 
 
1. He asked him to do something when he was already tired. 
 
-They had been fishing all night and were working washing their nets. 
 
2. He asked him to allow him to use something he had. 
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-He asked to furnish him the use of their boat 
 
3. He asked him to give his time to hear him teach. 
 
-Peter not only had to row the boat out for him but to remain with him 
while he taught the people. 
 
4. He asked him to do again what he had already done without 
success. 
 
-They had fished all night without a catch. 
 
5. He asked him to dirty the nets that he had just worked to clean. 
 
-In the natural, Peter had worked all night and was probably ready for 
sleep and now he is told to go back and fish again. 
 
Five blessings that Peter Received: 
 
1. He blessed him to do successfully what he had previously failed 
out. 
 
-When the Lord blesses what we do, we see different results. 
 
2. He blessed him so much that others were needed to help handle 
the blessing. 
 
-His blessing leads to harvest which always requires laborers. 
 
3. He blessed him so much that others were filled with the overflow of 
the blessing. 
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-He blesses us to bless others as well. 
 
4. He blessed him with a deeper revelation of who He was. 
 
-He often leads us more deeply to himself through his kindness and 
blessings. 
 
5. He blessed him to the point that the entire focus of his life changed. 
 
-Seeing God respond to obedience in your life by pouring out blessing 
can change the entire orientation of how you live life. 
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