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Introduction 

 

I can remember a couple of years ago when my life 

seemed like a failure and condemnation overwhelmed 

me. I felt that I had failed God and that I just couldn’t 

live up to the plans that I believed God had for me. It 

was as if a dark cloud hung over me, and I could not 

see any hope. I had been a Christian since I was five 

years old, and I had even experienced great 

manifestations of God’s presence. However, I was just 

not able to escape this cruel cycle of condemnation and 

discouragement. 

 

 This cycle continued until one Wednesday night 

at church during the worship. I’ll never forget that 

night. God came suddenly and enveloped me. I had 

experienced God’s presence before, but this was an 

experience unlike anything previous. God began to 

speak to me in my broken state. He said to me, “Luke, I 

love you. I love you because of who you are - not 



 

 4

because of what you do or what you have done. I love 

you because I created you in my image. Nothing you 

do whether good or bad can ever change my love for 

you. I am your Father. I love you infinitely because I 

am Love. I revealed my great love by sending Jesus to 

die for you. You are accepted into my love through 

Jesus. You are righteous and holy, because I see Jesus’ 

righteousness when I look at you. Don’t feel like you 

have to earn my acceptance. You are already accepted, 

and you are already loved. The only requirement that I 

have placed on you is that you receive my love and 

love me back. Out of this love everything else will 

flow.” 

 I had known from as long as I can remember 

that God loves me unconditionally, but I had never had 

an intimate revelation of this wonderful truth until 

God spoke it to me at that moment. This revelation 

completely changed me. I felt so free and so light. The 

condemnation was gone completely. The depression 

was gone completely. I felt like a new person, and I 

would never be the same again. This revelation 
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changed my whole outlook on life. I no longer lived to 

try to earn acceptance with God. I began to live out of 

my place of acceptance in the Beloved. Out of this 

lifestyle I began to bear more fruit for the Lord with 

less striving. Since this time, God has given me more 

revelation of this awesome love that passes all 

understanding, and I have been so blessed by this 

revelation. 

 My purpose in writing this book is that God will 

use it to develop a healthy, balanced, and fruitful life of 

delving ever deeper into this wonderful love that has 

always existed within the Godhead and which God has 

invited us all to take part in. 

  

“That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that 

you being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 

comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length 

and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which 

passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness 

of God.” - Ephesians 3:17-18   
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Chapter I 

Agape - The “God-Love” 

 

“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us, and has 

given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a 

sweet smelling savor.” 

- Ephesians 5:2 

 

 Unlike the English language that has one word 

for love, the ancient Greek language in which the New 

Testament was written has three main words for love: 

Eros, Philia, and Agape. 

 The Greek definition of “eros” is a Passionate 

love with sensual desire and longing. Eros is the 

romantic love between a man and a woman. This is 

what is commonly thought of when the word “love” is 

mentioned today. Although this is not the love that the 

Bible emphasizes the most and reveals as God’s nature, 

this can flow out of the true love of God. 

 The next Greek word for love, Philia, can be 



 

 7

defined as friendship or a dispassionate virtuous love. 

This might be seen in the relationship between soldiers 

fighting side by side or in the relationship between 

brothers and sisters. Like eros, philia is not the love 

that the Bible uses to describe God’s nature, but it can 

flow out of the true love of God. 

 Agape, the final Greek word for love, is the 

God-love, and its lexical definition is brotherly love, 

affection, good will, love, or benevolence love feasts. 

Agape is voluntary love, meaning that it involves an 

act of the will - a commitment and not just an emotion. 

This is seen when Jesus commanded His disciples 

saying, “Love your enemies.” This love is definitely an 

act of the will and a difficult one at that. It is very 

unlikely that someone would feel good feelings for 

one’s enemies. Then the enemy would not be an 

enemy. This love is a choice that will lead to affection 

in the heart of the one who loves toward the one who is 

loved. This love is deliberate in loving. Now we have 

established that this love is not just some arbitrary 

emotion, but involves a deliberate act of the will. 
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However, agape is more than an action. If it were only 

an action, it would be a verb. It is a noun, and the 

definition of it is literally an affection. Therefore, agape 

is a voluntary and deliberate affection. 

 As was mentioned earlier, eros and philia are 

not the “loves” that the Bible uses to describe God. 

However, I believe that these “loves” in their truest 

sense can only be a product of true agape love. 

Everything that God created was good. Sinful things 

are only good things that have been perverted by the 

sin nature and Satan. 

 Eros, in its purest sense flowing from agape, is 

pure and holy and pleasing to God. An example of this 

is seen in a marriage covenant relationship between a 

man and a woman. God honors this relationship. The 

eros love involved in this relationship is holy and 

sacred to God, because the man and woman chose and 

committed themselves to each other before God before 

they engaged in the eros love. The choice to commit 

themselves to each other is agape love. Because the 

agape love is established first, God honors the eros love 
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which follows. However, if a man and woman engage 

in the eros love outside of the covenant of marriage, 

this is unholy because the eros love is not flowing from 

the agape love of commitment.  

 Philia, in its purest sense, also flows from agape 

love. The best example that I can think of for this is the 

virtuous love between brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The unity and affection for one another flows out of 

each individual’s own relationship with God. This 

personal experience of each believer with agape love 

creates a corporate unity and virtuous affection 

between each person, and this is pleasing to God. 

However, philia not produced by agape love can be 

perverted. Take a look at the Ku Klux Klan. The 

members of this group are unified and can even care 

about each other. This brotherly love, though, is not a 

result of agape love but the result of a common hate of 

a God-created race. This philia is not pleasing to God 

but rather an abomination. 

 Like eros and philia, anything can be unholy if it 

is not birthed out of true agape love. However, if 
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anything is birthed out of the true and holy agape love, 

you can be sure that it is holy, because God is agape 

love, and God is holy. May everything that we say, 

think, and do flow out of our own personal experience 

with the true agape love, the God-love. 
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Chapter II 

Love - The Essence of God 

 

“And we have known and believed the love that God hath to 

us. God is love; and he that dwells in love dwells in God, 

and God in him.” 

- 1 John 4:16  

 

 1 John makes it clear that love is a being - God. 

Agape is a noun, not an adjective, and therefore not 

only an attribute of God but the very essence of God. If 

we were to say that agape were only an action, we 

would be saying that God is an action. We know 

however that an action is brought into existence when 

a being acts. God is obviously a Being, not what a being 

does. In order to have a healthy understanding of the 

love of God, we must understand the difference 

between attributes and essence. Attributes are 

adjectives while essence is a noun. The attributes of 
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God are the ways that God exists and acts while the 

essence of God is what God is. Example: An attribute 

of a sand castle is that it is brown (adj.). The essence of 

a sand castle is sand (noun). God is good (adj.). God is 

love (noun). 

 So what exactly does it mean to us for God to be 

love? It means that everything that God does is a result 

of love. All of creation is an expression of God’s love. 

Just think about that. When you wake up in the 

morning and see the sunrise or when you hear music 

or when you hear the birds or when you smell 

something nice or when you feel the wind - all of these 

things are expressions of God’s love. You are an 

expression of God’s love, because God, in His love, 

created you. The greatest expression of God’s love is 

the cross on which God sacrificed what was most 

precious to Him in order to save you and make a way 

for you to be with Him. 

 James 1:17 says, “Every good gift and every 

perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
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shadow of turning.” Why is it that every good gift 

comes from God? It is because God is love, and love 

desires the best for its object. It is interesting that this 

verse also says that there is no shadow of turning with 

God. This is saying that for all eternity, it is God who 

gives good gifts to people, and that this will never 

change. The reason that this will never change is that 

the giving of good gifts is not some arbitrary act that 

God does when He feels like a nice God. No, on the 

contrary, God will always give good gifts, because He 

is love, and He never changes (Malachi 3:6). 

 God does what He does because of who He is. 

Yahweh, the true and living God, does not change with 

every whim and emotion. He is who He always was 

and always will be, and He will always love, not 

because of what we do, but because He is love. 
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Chapter III 

Love - God’s Eternal Nature 

 

“Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be 

with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which 

You have given Me; for You loved  Me before the foundation 

of the world.” 

- John 17:24 

 

 In Malachi 3:6a, God says, “For I am the LORD, I 

do not change.” If God does not change and if God is 

love, then God has always been love, even in eternity 

past. This is made possible because God is a triune 

God, and there is an eternal love relationship between 

each person of the Trinity. From eternity past, the 

Father loves the Son, the Son loves the Father, and the 

Spirit is the carrier of the love of God. We can see this 

in Romans 5:5 which tells us that the love of God has 

been shed abroad in the hearts of us Christians by the 

Holy Spirit whom God has given us. 
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 God did not create human beings because he 

was lonely and needed someone to love. In Genesis 

1:26a God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after 

Our likeness.” Right here, in the very beginning, we 

have a glimpse of the relationship within the Godhead. 

Jesus made this clearer in John 17:5 when He said, 

“And now, O Father, glorify Me together with 

Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before 

the world was.” Jesus also said in verse 24, “Father, 

…You loved Me before the world began.” You see, 

God is complete in Himself and has a beautiful love 

relationship within Himself. God did not create us 

because He needed us to complete Himself. He created 

us because he wanted to express His eternal love. We 

are expressions of God’s love. We are products of the 

overflow of love existing eternally within the Godhead. 

 Although we were not created because God 

needed us, we still have infinite value to God. We have 

this value because God wanted to and chose to create 

us in His image. It is amazing to think that God did not 

have to create us, but rather chose to create us just 
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because He wanted to and could. What an amazing 

God that we have who expresses His wonderful love in 

so many ways to us, His living and breathing 

expressions of love. 

 God is the ultimate artist who expresses the 

affections of His heart in so many ways. He expresses 

these in the galaxies, in the sky, in the sea, in the plants, 

in the animals, and most of all, in the human heart. 
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Chapter IV 

The Temporal Manifestation of Eternal Love 

 

“In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God 

has sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might 

live through Him.” 

- 1 John 4:9 

 

 There are many times in life when God chooses 

to reveal to us His love toward us. I remember that 

Wednesday night when God spoke His unconditional 

love over me. I felt like I had been completely 

immersed in it. This was definitely the true love of God 

that I experienced in that moment of time. However, it 

was not in that moment of time that God decided to 

start loving me. God loved me in eternity past before I 

even existed. However, in that moment of time He 

chose to manifest His love in a deeper way to me. 

 I believe that the cross is the greatest 

manifestation of God’s love that there has ever been. 
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We must understand though, that God does not love 

the world because Jesus died on the cross. God loved 

the world before Jesus died. As a matter of fact, it was 

because God loved the world that He sent Jesus to die. 

This is the beautiful message of John 3:16. This is the 

same truth that is stated in Romans 5:6-8 which says, 

“For when we were still without strength, in due time 

Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a 

righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man 

someone would even dare to die. But God 

demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus’ death is a 

picture of how much God loved us when we were His 

enemies. His death occupied six hours of history but 

manifested the love of God that has always been and 

always will be. 

 Jesus, being God’s Son, has infinite value, and 

therefore, if God sacrificed something of infinite value 

for us, then we must have been of infinite value to Him 

when Christ died for us. If that is the case, then God’s 

love for us has always been the same as it is now. God 
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did not love us any less before Jesus died than He loves 

us now after Jesus has died. God has always had 

infinite love toward us, and He revealed this to us 

through a moment of time in the cross. 

 Because of this revelation that temporal 

experiences are manifestations of God’s eternal love for 

us, we can be confident in the love that God has for us 

without having to rely on emotional experiences. These 

experiences are wonderful, and God wants to reveal 

His love to us in these ways. However, He wants us to 

have confidence that He loves us all the time, even 

when we do not feel it. We can be confident that God 

loves us, because God is love and has sent His Son to 

die for us. Therefore, we can now say with John that 

“we have known and believed the love that God has 

for us.” - 1 John 4:16a 
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Chapter V 

The Love of God and the Holiness of God 

 

“Love works no ill to his neighbor: 

therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” 

- Romans 13:10 

 

 If you have ever tried to find a balance between 

the love of God and the holiness of God, you are not 

alone. Sometimes it can seem difficult to know if your 

love of God is not outweighing your fear of God. 

However, the true love of God will never contradict the 

true fear of God and the true holiness of God. I say true 

love of God and true holiness and fear of God, because 

it is possible to have counterfeits and wrong ideas of 

God’s love and holiness. Although it may seem that the 

Love of God and the Holiness of God are separate, they 

are not. Holiness is an attribute of God. Love is the 

essence of what God is. Therefore, holiness is an 

attribute of love. If love were just one attribute of God, 
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we would be able to distinguish and separate love and 

holiness. This is seen in the attributes of fierceness and 

gentleness. These are both attributes of God. However, 

they are opposite terms and can be separated and 

distinguished from each other. To be true to the 

scriptures however, the love  of God cannot be 

separated from the Holiness of God or even the 

fierceness of God since God is love and has the 

attributes of holiness and fierceness. If we view the 

love of God and the holiness of God as separate from 

each other, then we will come to think of them as 

opposites and therefore neither go very deep in the 

love of God nor in the holiness of God. There are two 

false views of God. One is that God, because He is 

loving, chooses to ignore our sins by His “grace” and 

allows us to enjoy living the way that we want to live. 

The other view is that God is an impersonal and angry 

God that wants to punish people for their sins. Both of 

these views are equally false and do injustice to the 

image of God. The first view is a view that contradicts 

itself. This is because love is not love unless it is just. 
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The truth is that life is not truly life unless it is in 

fellowship with God. To have no fellowship with God 

is death. The reason that sin is unholy is that it is 

opposite to the nature of God which is love. One 

reason that God hates sin and punishes it is because sin 

brings separation from God which is death. The whole 

reason that God created us is so that we can receive His 

love and love Him back. We cannot truly do this if we 

are separated from God. He does not want anyone that 

He loves to have death but to instead enjoy the 

wonderful eternal life that is in Him. God would not be 

loving if He did not punish sin. The second view is 

wrong because it leaves out the very nature and 

essence of who and what God is. God punishes sin 

because He is love. The reason that sin is unholy is that 

it is opposite to the nature of God which is love. One 

reason that God hates sin and punishes it is because sin 

brings separation from God which is death. God’s 

reason in creating us was that we and God could enjoy 

a wonderful love relationship with Him. God definitely 

does not desire to pour His wrath out upon mankind. 
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Micah 7:18 makes this very clear. “Who is God like 

You, Pardoning iniquity and passing over the 

transgression over the remnant of His heritage? He 

does not retain His anger forever, because he delights 

in mercy.” God delights in showing mercy, because He 

is love. Love desires the best for its object. The proof 

that the holiness of God and the love of God are 

unified is seen in the cross. That is what the cross is all 

about. God cannot just overlook sin. There absolutely 

must be punishment for sin because God is holy and 

hates anything that separates us from His presence. 

Because God wants us to be in His presence and know 

Him, He gave His only Son to take the punishment on 

our behalf so that we would not have to suffer the 

terrible punishment for sin and so that we may truly 

know God and experience His wonderful love. God, in 

His nature, is holy. Sin, therefore, is anything that goes 

against God’s nature. God’s nature is love, and God is 

love in His very essence. Therefore, sin is anything that 

is opposite the love of God. God’s law, the ten 

commandments, reveals to us God’s holiness. Jesus 
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said that the entire law can be summed up in two 

commandments. Love God and love your neighbor. 

Romans 10:10 says that love fulfills the law. If sin is 

opposite to the love of God, then sin keeps us from 

knowing the love of God, separating us from God 

Himself. 

 God’s love is holy. It can be very easy to become 

unbalanced in our view of God’s love and holiness. We 

must remember that love is not love unless it is holy 

and that holiness is not holiness unless it loves. 
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Chapter VI 

The Love of God and the Fullness of God 

 

“…to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that 

you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” 

- Ephesians 3:17-18 

 

 In Ephesians 3:17-18, we see a powerful truth. 

Being filled with the fullness of God comes through 

knowing the love of Christ. The love of God is much 

greater than we oftentimes consider it to be. The 

knowledge of it is the key to unlocking the hidden 

riches of Heaven into our lives. Do you want more of 

God’s Spirit? Do you want more of God’s power? Do 

you want more of God’s grace? Do you want more 

anointing? Do you desire to operate in the gifts of the 

Spirit? Then seek to know the love of Christ that passes 

knowledge. God desires to empower us to glorify His 

name, but we must be so intimate and one with Him 

that He can trust us with this power and special grace. 
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God’s motive is love, and He does not want us to use 

his gifts with wrong motives. Paul speaks about this in 

1 Corinthians 13 when he says that the gifts are useless 

without love. “Though I speak with the tongues of men 

and angels and have not love, I have become sounding 

brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift 

of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could 

remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 

and though I give my body to be burned, but have not 

love, it profits me nothing.” How sad it would be to 

live this life without truly making an impact on the 

world. It is good to seek the power of God and the gifts 

of God, but it is more important to seek to be filled 

with the love of God. This pleases the Father more, and 

you can be sure that when you make the love of God 

your focus, that He will enable you to walk in more 

anointing. You will not have the love without the 

anointing following. If you want what you do in this 

life to carry weight in eternity, then make love the 
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motive for all that you do. The fullness of God is only 

present where the love of God is present. Anything 

empty of the love of God is empty of God Himself. 

 Do you seek the fullness of God? There is a way 

to find it. You will find it when you find the intimate 

knowledge of the love of God that is in Jesus Christ.  
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Chapter VII 

Jesus - The Love of God 

 

“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels 

nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things 

to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 

shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

-Romans 8:38-39 

 

 What an amazing truth! The love of God is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. What does this mean? It means 

that if you want to know the love of God, there is only 

one place where you can truly find it - Jesus Christ. 

You see, God loves us unconditionally, but that does 

not cancel out His holiness. Because we have sinned, 

justice is necessary. Apart from Christ, God is our 

Judge, and by nature, we are under his wrath. In this 

condition, it is impossible to truly know the love of 

God. As sinners, we are not able to enter into the pure 
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and holy love of God, and we are able to only know 

God as the Righteous Judge of our sins. However, God 

made a way for us to enter into His love. He sent his 

Son, Jesus Christ to take our punishment and satisfy 

the wrath of God. In Jesus Christ, we are able to know 

the love of God. Jesus is the love of God. He says that 

the only way to the Father is through Him. Through 

Jesus, we are able to know God as our loving Father 

who does not judge us for our sins, but instead, accepts 

us into the Beloved. Jesus makes all the difference. John 

1:17 says, “For the law was given through Moses, but 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” You see, 

God offers us grace and truth in Jesus Christ. The law 

shows us our sin and our position under God’s wrath. 

However, all who put their trust in Christ are taken out 

from under the wrath of God and are accepted into the 

Beloved. What a wonderful God we have who invites 

us into a love relationship with Himself through His 

Son. 

 Are you experiencing this relationship with the 

Father and His Son. Have you experienced the love of 
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God that is in Jesus Christ. If you have not, God is 

inviting you to be accepted into the Beloved. If you do 

not have a relationship with God but would like to, just 

talk to Jesus where you are and ask Him to forgive you 

of your sins and to wash you with His blood. Tell Him 

that you receive Him as your Lord and your Savior. 

Give your life to Him. For only in doing this can you 

know true life - eternal life. 

 Maybe someone is reading this and you have 

already received Jesus, but you have never had a 

revelation of His love for you. His love for you is 

unconditional and is seen the most in the cross. The 

cross tells you that God loves you and values you 

infinitely. Let the perfect love of God cast out all fear. 

In Christ, you are not under God’s wrath but are 

accepted in the Beloved. Confess with your mouth to 

God that you acknowledge that He loves you infinitely 

and unconditionally, and thank Him for it. You are 

loved.  
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