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WEDDING DAY WORDS 
WEDDING VOWS COLLECTION 

 
NOTES FOR USE OF THESE VOWS: 
1. Feel free to mix them together.  
2.These are editable so you can copy and paste. 
3. You can personalize them easily. 
4. Each vow can be read by the minister and repeated, or recited my memory by 
Groom and Bride, or simply read to each other. 
5. Most of the vows have been originally written by Dr. Eddie Lawrence. Some of 
the poems, readings, and prayers are public domain items. 
6. Original items are not be duplicated or distributed apart from your personal 
use for your wedding day. 
 
 

WEDDING VOWS 
SET 1 
(Spoken by the Minister) 
 
__(Groom's Name)__ do you promise to love this woman with all that is within 
you, 
to treat her with honor and respect, 
and to be faithful to her as long as you both shall live? (Answer “I do”) 
 
__(Bride's Name)__ do you promise to love this woman with all that is within you, 
to treat her with honor and respect, 
and to be faithful to her as long as you both shall live? (Answer “I do”) 
 
SET 2 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
Dearest __(Bride's First Name)__ 
I will love you 
I will be faithful to you 
I will honor you 
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These are promises I will keep as long as we both are alive. 
 
Dearest __(Groom's First Name)__ 
I will love you 
I will be faithful to you 
I will honor you 
These are promises I will keep as long as we both are alive. 
 
SET 3 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom Speaks) 
In your successes I will celebrate with you 
In your heartaches I will cry with you 
Whether scaling mountains or walking through valleys 
I will be with you 
I will treasure your heart 
I will treat you with honor 
In faithfulness I pledge my life to you.  
 
(Bride Speaks) 
In your successes I will celebrate with you 
In your heartaches I will cry with you 
Whether scaling mountains or walking through valleys 
I will be with you 
I will treasure your heart 
I will treat you with honor 
In faithfulness I pledge my life to you.  
 
SET 4 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
I __(Groom's First Name)__  take you   __(Bride's First Name)__ to be my lawfully 
wedded wife. 
I will walk with you into the future. 
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I will gratefully accept the blessing that awaits us. 
I will courageously face the adversity that awaits us. 
In it all, and through it all, I will love you and be faithful to you. 
Until the day that death and death alone comes between us, 
I will be your husband. 
 
I __(Bride's First Name)__  take you   __(Groom's First Name)__ to be my lawfully 
wedded husband. 
I will walk with you into the future. 
I will gratefully accept the blessing that awaits us. 
I will courageously face the adversity that awaits us. 
In it all, and through it all, I will love you and be faithful to you. 
Until the day that death and death alone comes between us, 
 
 
 
SET 5 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
This day, I __(Groom's Name)__ 
Pledge my undying devotion to you __(Bride's Name) 
I promise to love you. 
I promise to be faithful to you. 
I promise to honor and adore you. 
All that I am and all that I have, I give now to you 
May God bless this our marriage with His mercy and grace. 
 
This day, I __(Bride's Name)__ 
Pledge my undying devotion to you __(Groom's Name) 
I promise to love you. 
I promise to be faithful to you. 
I promise to honor and adore you. 
All that I am and all that I have, I give now to you 
May God bless this our marriage with His mercy and grace. 
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SET 6 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
I __(Groom's Name)__ joyfully give myself to you to be your husband. 
I gratefully receive you __(Bride's Name)__ to myself to be my wife. 
From this forward, for better or worse, through good and bad 
I promise to love, hold, endure, and live faithfully with you as your husband. 
I make this commitment in the sight of God and ask His blessing upon it. 
 
I __(Bride's Name)__ joyfully give myself to you to be your wife. 
I gratefully receive you __(Groom's Name)__ to myself to be my husband. 
From this forward, for better or worse, through good and bad 
I promise to love, hold, endure, and live faithfully with you as your wife. 
I make this commitment in the sight of God and ask His blessing upon it. 
 
SET 7 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
Dear __(Bride's Name)__ 
I will love you endlessly 
I will cherish you adoringly 
I will honor you courageously 
I will be faithful to you vigilantly 
In the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
I enter the covenant of marriage with you. 
 
 
Dear __(Groom's Name)__ 
I will love you endlessly 
I will cherish you adoringly 
I will honor you courageously 
I will be faithful to you vigilantly 
In the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
I enter the covenant of marriage with you. 
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SET 8 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom Speaks) With all that I am and all that I have, 
I give myself to you. 
I will love you and be faithful to you 
as long as we both shall live. 
 
 
(Bride Speaks) With all that I am and all that I have, 
I give myself to you. 
I will love you and be faithful to you 
as long as we both shall live 
 
 
 
 
 
SET  9 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom Speaks) I do promise 
To love you unconditionally 
To accept you totally 
To honor you fully 
To be faithful to you endlessly. 
In the sight of God, I now take you as my wife. 
 
(Bride Speaks) I do promise 
To love you unconditionally 
To accept you totally 
To honor you fully 
To be faithful to you endlessly. 
In the sight of God, I now take you as my wife. 
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SET 10 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom Speaks)  
To cherish you 
is my honor 
To love you 
is my pleasure 
To be faithful to you 
is my promise 
To wed you now 
is my great joy. 
I now receive you as God's gift to be my wife. 
 
(Bride Speaks)  
To cherish you 
is my honor 
To love you 
is my pleasure 
To be faithful to you 
is my promise 
To wed you now 
is my great joy. 
I now receive you as God's gift to be my wife. 
 
SET 11 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom Speaks) 
With pleasure I thee love. 
With joy I thee cherish 
With courage I thee honor 
With faithfulness I thee wed. 
 
(Bride Speaks) 
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With pleasure I thee love. 
With joy I thee cherish 
With courage I thee honor 
With faithfulness I thee wed. 
 
SET 12 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
I ___(Groom)___ am very happy to take you ____(Bride)____ to be my wife. I 
commit to loving you with all my heart. I commit to sharing with you all that I 
have. I commit to living with you the rest of my life.  
 
I ___(Bride)___ am very happy to take you ___(Grrom)______ to be my husband. 
I commit to loving you with all my heart. I commit to sharing with you all that I 
have. I commit to living with you the rest of my life.  
 
SET  13 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
I ___Groom____ joyfully begin the life long journey with you by my side as my 
wife.  The years behind us were moments of being two separate individuals. The 
years before us are years we will live through together as one.  
 
To love you,  
to live with you,  
to laugh with you,  
to weep with you,  
to wait with you,  
to worship with you --  
 
these are all moments that will become days that will become years that I will 
spend loving you. Until my last breath, I am yours and yours alone. 
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I __Bride___ joyfully begin the life long journey with you by my side as my 
husband.  The years behind us were moments of being two separate individuals. 
The years before us are years we will live through together as one.  
 
To love you,  
to live with you,  
to laugh with you,  
to weep with you,  
to wait with you,  
to worship with you --  
 
these are all moments that will become days that will become years that I will 
spend loving you. Until my last breath, I am yours and yours alone. 
 
SET 14 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom First) 
The moment to take you as my wife has finally arrived. My heart has raced 
thinking of this moment. My knees have trembled and still do as I think of what 
this moment means. I have thought of it a million times and I am excited it is here.  
So -- with complete understanding of the gravity of these vows, I 
____Groom________, without hesitation, give myself to you as your husband, 
and take you to be my wife.  
 
I will love you till my life ends on Earth. 
I will protect you with all my strength. 
I give to you now all that I have. 
I commit to you my faithfulness to all our future years together. 
 
(Bride Second) 
The moment to take you as my husband has finally arrived. My heart has also 
raced thinking of this moment. My knees are trembling as well at the thought of 
this momemnt. I too have thought of it a million times and I am excited it is here.  
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So -- with complete understanding of the gravity of these vows, I 
____Bride______, without hesitation, give myself to you as your husband, and 
take you to be my wife.  
 
I will love you till my life ends on Earth. 
I will protect you with all my strength. 
I give to you now all that I have. 
I commit to you my faithfulness to all our future years together. 
 
SET 15 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
Dearest _(Bride's First Name)__ I ___Groom's Name__ before God and these 
witnesses, do take you to be my wife. 
On this our day of beginnings,  
I pledge my love and devotion to you and you alone. 
I pledge the whole of my heart to you.  
I give the whole of what I have to you.  
I will face the whole of the future before me with you.  
I give myself to you and receive you to forever my wife. 
 
Dearest _(Groom's First Name)__ I ___Bride's Name__ before God and these 
witnesses, do take you to be my husband. 
On this our day of beginnings,  
I pledge my love and devotion to you and you alone. 
I pledge the whole of my heart to you.  
I give the whole of what I have to you.  
I will face the whole of the future before me with you.  
I give myself to you and receive you to forever my wife. 
 
SET  16 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
Dear ___Bride's First Name___, Listen to these words from my heart: 
 
I commit to you my undying love and devotion. 
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I will be faithful to you as long as we both shall live. 
I willingly and joyfully enter into this lifelong covenant with you in the sight of God 
and those gathered here today. 
As husband and wife, we will live our lives together as one.  
I love you __(Bride's First Name)___! 
 
Dear ___Groom's First Name___, Listen to these words from my heart: 
 
I commit to you my undying love and devotion. 
I will be faithful to you as long as we both shall live. 
I willingly and joyfully enter into this lifelong covenant with you in the sight of God 
and those gathered here today. 
As husband and wife, we will live our lives together as one.  
I love you __(Groom's First Name)___! 
 
 
SET 17 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
My Dearest ___(Bride's First Name)__, I have longed for this day. 
Knowing that tomorrow's sunrise will be our first together gives me incredible joy. 
I promise to be faithful to you through all the sunrises and sunsets that our future 
holds. 
I promise to love you, honor you, and cherish you until death and death alone 
separates us.  
Before you and this audience, I ask God to help me to always be for you the 
husband you need me to be. 
 
 
My Dearest ___(Groom's First Name)__, I too have longed for this day. 
Knowing that tomorrow's sunrise will be our first together also gives me 
incredible joy. 
I promise to be faithful to you through all the sunrises and sunsets that our future 
holds. 
I promise to love you, honor you, and cherish you until death and death alone 
separates us.  
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Before you and this audience, I ask God to help me to always be for you the wife 
you need me to be. 
 
SET 18 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom First) 
My Dearest ___(Bride's First Name)__, as we stand here together today to 
solemnize our vows, my heart is filled with awe that God would choose you to be 
my wife. Your beauty both inwardly and outwardly exceed the boundaries of my 
imagination and I truly am in love with you. I desire to spend the rest of my days 
on Earth with you. I commit myself to you this day and all the days to follow. 
Through the mountain tops and valleys I will walk with you. We will celebrate life 
together leaning on God for His grace to live the good life as husband and wife. I 
gladly do promise to be faithful to you, to love you, to cherish you and to honor 
you as long as we both shall live. 
 
(Bride Second) 
My Dearest ___(Husband's First Name)__, as we stand here together today to 
solemnize our vows, my heart also is filled with awe that God would choose you 
to be my husband. Your attributes both inwardly and outwardly exceed the 
boundaries of my imagination and I truly am in love with you. I desire to spend 
the rest of my days on Earth with you. I commit myself to you this day and all the 
days to follow. Through the mountain tops and valleys I will walk with you. We 
will celebrate life together leaning on God for His grace to live the good life as 
husband and wife. I gladly do promise to be faithful to you, to love you, to cherish 
you and to honor you as long as we both shall live. 
 
SET 19 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom First) 
I ____(Groom's Name)_____ , in the sight of God and these witnesses, take you 
_____(Bride's Name)_____, to be lawfully wedded wife. I enter into the bounds of 
matrimony pledging to you my utmost love, my absolute loyalty, and unending 
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faithfulness. With joy, I give myself to be your husband and receive you to be my 
wife until death do us part. 
 
(Bride Second) 
I ____(Bride's Name)_____ , in the sight of God and these witnesses, take you 
_____(Groom's Name)_____, to be lawfully wedded husband. I enter into the 
bounds of matrimony pledging to you my utmost love, my absolute loyalty, and 
unending faithfulness. With joy, I give myself to be your wife and receive you to 
be my husband until death do us part. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SET 20 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(For the Groom) 
If there were a thousand worlds like this one each with billions of people like this 
one, I could never find anyone in any world that could compare to you. You are 
the one that God made for me. I joyfully give myself to you.  
 
I expectantly look forward to living life with you. Today at this altar, I promise to 
you that I will be faithful to you. I will honor you. I will cherish you. I will serve 
you. I give myself to you to be your husband until death and death alone parts us. 
 
(For the Bride) 
If there were a thousand worlds like this one each with billions of people like this 
one, I could never find anyone in any world that could compare to you. You are 
the one that God made for me. I joyfully give myself to you.  
 
I expectantly look forward to living life with you. Today at this altar, I promise to 
you that I will be faithful to you. I will honor you. I will cherish you. I will serve 
you. I give myself to you to be your wife until death and death alone parts us. 
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SET 21 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom First) 
Do you _____(Groom's Name)_____, take this woman, _____(Bride's Name)____, 
to be your lawfully wedded wife? 
Do you promise to love her, cherish her, honor her, and to be faithful to her in 
sickness and in health, in prosperous times and challenging times, and in all the 
seasons that life brings until death do us part? 
 
 
 
(Bride Second) 
Do you _____(Bride's Name)_____, take this woman, _____(Groom's Name)____, 
to be your lawfully wedded wife? 
Do you promise to love her, cherish her, honor her, and to be faithful to her in 
sickness and in health, in prosperous times and challenging times, and in all the 
seasons that life brings until death do us part? 
 
 
 
SET 22 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(For the Groom) 
Today, the longing of my heart is satisfied. You are becoming my wife. 
Today my dream is coming true. We will be together for the rest of our lives. 
Today, I give my self unreservedly to you. 
I will love you, I will cherish you, I will be faithful to you, I will be yours always. 
In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
(For the Bride) 
Today, the longing of my heart is satisfied. You are becoming my husband. 
Today my dream is coming true. We will be together for the rest of our lives. 
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Today, I give my self unreservedly to you. 
I will love you, I will cherish you, I will be faithful to you, I will be yours always. 
In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
SET 23 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom First) 
_____(Groom's Name)_____, Do you promise before God and these witnesses to 
love _____(Bride's First Name______ and to be faithful to her throughout your 
lives together until death separates you?   
 
(Bride Second) 
_____(Bride's Name)_____, Do you promise before God and these witnesses to 
love _____(Groom's First Name______ and to be faithful to her throughout your 
lives together until death separates you?   
 
SET 24 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom to Bride) 
Today is the first day of the rest of our lives. 
I will be there for you to love you, to nurture you, to serve you. 
I will be faithful to you and you alone as long as we both shall live. 
We will travel through the future together relying on God's grace and our undying 
love for each other. 
I give myself to you and receive yourself to me. 
 
(Bride to Groom) 
Today is the first day of the rest of our lives. 
I will be there for you to love you, to nurture you, to serve you. 
I will be faithful to you and you alone as long as we both shall live. 
We will travel through the future together relying on God's grace and our undying 
love for each other. 
I give myself to you and receive yourself to me. 
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SET 25 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom to Bride) 
When my heart searched for its true love, I found you. 
When my mind thought of true beauty, I saw you. 
When my ears heard words that made me dance, it was your voice. 
It is you _____(Bride's Name)____ with whom I will spend my life. 
It is you to whom I will always be faithful. 
It is you that will complete me. 
It is you to whom I give all that I am. 
 
 
(Bride to Groom) 
When my heart searched for its true love, I found you. 
When my mind thought of true beauty, I saw you. 
When my ears heard words that made me dance, it was your voice. 
It is you _____(Groom's Name)____ with whom I will spend my life. 
It is you to whom I will always be faithful. 
It is you that will complete me. 
It is you to whom I give all that I am. 
 
SET 26 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom to Bride) 
When I look into your face, I see the true love of my life. 
When I hear your voice, I hear the sound that makes my heart leap. 
When I touch you, my entire being feels more alive. 
On this our wedding day, I give myself totally to you. 
I commit to you my very life. 
I will be faithful to you until death alone separates us. 
I will be your husband. You will be my wife. We will be one. 
 
(Bride to Groom) 
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When I look into your face, I see the true love of my life. 
When I hear your voice, I hear the sound that makes my heart leap. 
When I touch you, my entire being feels more alive. 
On this our wedding day, I give myself totally to you. 
I commit to you my very life. 
I will be faithful to you until death alone separates us. 
I will be your wife. You will be my husband. We will be one. 
 
SET 27 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom First) 
___(Groom's First Name)____ in taking the woman whom you hold by the right 
hand to be your lawfully wedded wife, do you promise to love her, cherish her, 
and honor her in sickness and in health, in poverty and in wealth, and to be a 
faithful Christian husband unto her as long as you both shall live? 
 
 
(Bride Second) 
____(Bride's First Name)_____ in taking the man whom you hold by the right 
hand to be your lawfully wedded husband, do you promise to love him, cherish 
him, and honor him in sickness and in health, in poverty and  
 
in wealth, and to be a faithful Christian wife unto him as long as you both shall 
live? 
 
SET 28 
(Minister reads, Groom then Bride repeat - OR- Groom and Bride memorize and 
say them to each other) 
 
(Groom Speaks) 
Through all the sunrises and sunsets before us 
I will love you with all my strength 
I will hold you as my greatest treasure 
I will honor you with my words and loyalty 
I will be faithful to you in all things in all ways 
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Until death shall separate us, I shall be your husband. 
(Bride Speaks) 
Through all the sunrises and sunsets before us 
I will love you with all my strength 
I will hold you as my greatest treasure 
I will honor you with my words and loyalty 
I will be faithful to you in all things in all ways 
Until death shall separate us, I shall be your wife. 
 
SET 29 
 
(From the Minister) 
 
Do you __(Groom’s Name)__ take this woman __(Bride’s Name)__ to be your 
lawfully wedded wife, to have and to hold, for better or worse, richer or poorer, 
in sickness or in health, and forsaking all others being faithful to her in all things in 
all ways as long as you both shall live? (Answer “I do”) 
 
Do you __(Bride’s Name)__ take this man __(Groom’s Name)__ to be your 
lawfully wedded husband, to have and to hold, for better or worse, richer or 
poorer, in sickness or in health, and forsaking all others being faithful to him in all 
things in all ways as long as you both shall live? (Answer “I do”) 
 
SET 30 
 
(From the Minister) 
 
Would you please take each other by the right hand and respond to the following 
vow? 
 
Do you, __(Groom’s Name)__ take this woman, __(Bride’s Name)__ whom you 
hold by the right hand to be your wife in the sight of God and man?  
Do you promise to forsake all others and to be a faithful husband to her?  
Do you promise to love her and be committed to her through the good and bad, 
whether rich or poor, whether sick or well, as long as you both shall live?  (Answer 
“I do”) 
 



19 
 

Do you, __(Bride’s Name)__ take this man, __(Groom’s Name)__ whom you hold 
by the right hand to be your husband in the sight of God and man?  
Do you promise to forsake all others and to be a faithful wife to him?  
Do you promise to love him and be committed to him through the good and bad, 
whether rich or poor, whether sick or well, as long as you both shall live?  (Answer 
“I do”) 
 
 

 
EXCHANGE OF RINGS VOWS 

 
EXCHANGE OF RINGS VOWS 1  
(To be repeated from minister to Groom and then Bride) 
 
With this ring, 
I thee wed, 
I pledge to thee my most loyal love, 
I endow to thee all my earthly goods, 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
EXCHANGE OF RINGS VOWS 2  
(To be repeated from minister to Groom and then Bride) 
 
I place this ring upon your hand 
As an eternal token of my love 
My love for you is pure like its gold 
My faithfulness to you is unending like its shape 
From this moment forward 
I am yours and you are mine in the sight of God and man. 
 
EXCHANGE OF RINGS VOWS 3  
(To be repeated from minister to Groom and then Bride) 
 
As an act of my love for you  
and my desire for you to be always at my side 
I give you this ring. 
When you see it's golden purity, think of my fidelity to you. 
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When you see it's circular shape, think of my unending love for you. 
This ring and my heart will be with you always. 
 
EXCHANGE OF RINGS VOWS 4  
(To be repeated from minister to Groom and then Bride) 
 
This ring and my love I give to you 
Both will be with you always 
All I have I now share with you 
The rest of my life I will spend with you 
Our hearts will beat as one 
This is my promise in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
EXCHANGE OF RINGS VOWS 5  
(To be repeated from minister to Groom and then Bride) 
 
With this ring 
I enter in covenant with you 
By God's grace I will serve you, love you, and honor you 
I give myself to you and receive yourself to me 
Until death parts us 
In Christ's Name I seal these vows. 
 

WEDDING PRAYERS 
 
Prayer 1 
"Wedding Prayer" by Robert Lewis Stevenson 
Lord, behold our family here assembled. 
We thank you for this place in which we dwell, 
for the love that unites us, 
for the peace accorded us this day, 
for the hope with which we expect the morrow, 
for the health, the work, the food, 
and the bright skies that make our lives delightful; 
for our friends in all parts of the earth. 
Amen  
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Prayer 2 
Scottish Wedding Prayer 
Lord help us to remember when 
We first met and the strong 
love that grew between us. 
To work that love into 
practical things so that nothing 
can divide us. 
We ask for words both kind 
and loving and hearts always 
ready to ask forgiveness 
as well as to forgive. 
Dear Lord, we put our 
marriage into your hands  
 
Prayer 3 
From the Old Testament (Numbers 6:24-26) 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
 
Prayer 4 
A favorite prayer of Mother Teresa adapted from  Cardinal Newman 

Dear Jesus, help us to spread your fragrance everywhere we go. 
Flood our souls with your spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly, 
that our lives may only be a radiance of yours. 
Shine through us, and be so in us, 
that every person we should come in contact with 
may feel your presence in our soul. 
Let them look up and see no longer us, but only Jesus. 
Stay with us, and then we shall begin to shine as you shine; 
so to shine as to be a light to others; 
the light, Jesus, will be all from you. 
None of it will be ours. 
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It will be you shining on others through us. 
Let us thus praise you in the way you love best, 
by shining on those around us. 
Let us preach you without preaching: 
not by words, but by our example, 
by the catching force, 
the sympathetic influence of what we do, 
the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear for you. 
Amen. 

Prayer 5 

Dear Heavenly Father who officiated the first wedding at the dawn of Eden, 
I ask you to bless (Groom’s First Name) and (Bride’s First Name) as they come 
together as one. May your grace abound in their lives. May your peace rule in 
their hearts. May your wisdom fill their minds. May all your good purposes be 
fulfilled in their future together. Guide them. Protect them. Prosper them. May 
your kingdom come and will be done in their lives. In Christ’s name. 

 
 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 1 
1 Corinthians 13:  1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but 
have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I 
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and 
though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.4 Love suffers long 
and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 
does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.  
8 Love never fails…. (NKJV) 
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SCRIPTURE READING 2 
 
Ruth 1: 16 … “ Entreat me not to leave you,  
      Or to turn back from following after you;  
      For wherever you go, I will go;  
      And wherever you lodge, I will lodge;  
      Your people shall be my people,  
      And your God, my God. 

 17 Where you die, I will die, 
      And there will I be buried.  
      The LORD do so to me, and more also,  
      If anything but death parts you and me.” 

SCRIPTURE READING 3 
 
Ephesians 5: 2 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the 
Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in everything.  
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 
for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the 
word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 
So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his 
wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, 
of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a 
great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let 
each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 4 
 
Genesis 2: 18 And the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I 
will make him a helper comparable to him.” 19 Out of the ground the LORD God 



24 
 

formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam 
to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, 
that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and 
to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable 
to him.  
21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He 
took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the 
LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the 
man.  
23 And Adam said:  
      “This is now bone of my bones  
      And flesh of my flesh;  
      She shall be called Woman,  
      Because she was taken out of Man.” 

 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. 
25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 

 

WEDDING POEMS 
Poem 1 
"Sonnet from the Portuguese" by Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height 
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight 
For the ends of Being and ideal Grace. 
I love thee to the level of everyday’s 
Most quiet need, by sun and candlelight. 
I love thee freely, as men strive for Right; 
I love thee purely, as they turn from Praise. 
I love thee with the passion put to use 
In my old griefs, and with my childhood’s faith. 
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose 
With my lost saints, - I love thee with the breath, 
Smiles, tears, of all my life! – and, if God choose, 
I shall but love thee better after death. 
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Poem 2 
An Irish Wedding Blessing 
You are the star of each night, 
You are the brightness of every morning, 
You are the story of each guest, 
You are the report of every land. 
No evil shall befall you, on hill nor bank, 
In field or valley, on mountain or in glen. 
Neither above, nor below, neither in sea, 
Nor on shore, in skies above, 
Nor in the depths. 
You are the kernel of my heart, 
You are the face of my sun, 
You are the harp of my music, 
You are the crown of my company 
 
Poem 3 
"A Dedication to My Wife" by T.S. Eliot 
To whom I owe the leaping delight 
That quickens my senses in our waking time 
And the rhythm that governs the repose of our sleeping time, 
The breathing in unison 
 
Of lovers whose bodies smell of each other 
Who think the same thoughts without need of speech 
And babble the same speech without need of meaning. 
 
No peevish winter wind shall chill 
No sullen tropic sun shall wither 
The roses in the rose-garden which is ours and ours only 
 
But this dedication is for others to read: 
These are private words addressed to you in public.  
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Poem 4 
“To Be One With Each Other” by George Eliot 
 
What greater thing is there for two human souls 
than to feel that they are joined together to strengthen 
each other in all labor, to minister to each other in all sorrow, 
to share with each other in all gladness, 
to be one with each other in the 
silent unspoken memories? 
 
 
 
 


